IV. THE MIDDLE CLASS AND THE WAR

Awmzrica has the strongest class divisions in the world and it is
least conscious of them. But whatever our lack of consciousness of
the class nature of our society, the middle class and the working
classes alike are going to realize that the world we have known in
the past is disappearing before our eyes. It is destroying itself. The
news from Europe is so shocking that even those of us who could
foresee the awful consequences of the logical development of the
imperialist world system find ourselves somewhat benumbed by the
rapid succession of the blows of the old world tumbling about our
ears.

In America we are now being invited to join that mad game in
Europe. The invitations, which a few weeks ago were still coming
only from the less experienced, already come from the chief execu-
tive of the nation. President Roosevelt’s speech the night before last
from Charlottesville practically was a declaration putting the United
States into the world war. What it lacked in that respect was due to
the formality needed by the constitutional provision that war must
be declared by Congress.

The middle classes of America, together with the working class
masses, have displayed a stubborn lack of enthusiasm for this war.
I have been through two war periods myself. I was quite a youngster
at the time of the Spanish-American war but I can remember it
quite clearly. I was not quite so young during the last World War.
And T can remember that much more clearly. In the previous wars,
regardless of the manipulations behind the scenes that threw the
country into the war, the ruling classes succeeded in rousing great
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mass enthusiasm for the war. There is no such enthusiasm in
America for this war. And in order to slip this country, step by
step, into the war, they have had to resort to the most foul decep-
tions. Each step leading America into the war was offered to the
country as one of the means of staying out of the war. And even
today they are trying to wring the last drop of profit out of this
deception with the promise that America won’t have to go to war.

War today is what they call a “total” war. There isn’t such a thing
as halfway in or halfway out. America’s middle classes, as well as
working class, may just as well make up their minds to that, if they
don’t want to be thrown head over heels into the war. If you don’t
want America to go through the dreadful experience that Europe
is now enduring, you had better wake up and understand what is
going on. Either this country is going to be all in or all out, and we
would be better off if we stayed all out.

The war is being sold to the middle class on a promise that
through entering the war we are going to preserve our way of life.
The middle class is supposed to have found a comfortable way
worthy of preservation. But the entrance of the United States into
this war, no matter what the outcome in terms of the victory*of one
side or another, is inevitably going to wipe out forever that old
“comfortable” middle class way of life. That is finished by this war
and if America gets into it, it is finished for the American middle
class too. If the middle class wants to preserve a while longer its
way of life, it better wake up to the fact that there is only one way
it can be done: Keep out of this war.

This war is the death struggle of the capitalist system. If America
is so deeply involved in the death struggle of European imperialism
that it cannot avoid jumping into the middle of it, participating in
it, America will be taking the hard way, the most painful way to
the future.

We need not be pessimistic about the future of the world at all.
It is a painful thing to have to go through this period in which the
dominant social and economic system is dissolving about us. It is a
very destructive experience. But however destructive it may be, it
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cannot destroy the human race. It cannot destroy its intellectual
achievements, it cannot destroy the tenacity, the determination and
courage of the masses, and that greatest of achievements, the knowl-
edge that a better world is possible and the knowledge of how to
bring about that better world.

The war in Europe has definitely placed on the historical order
of the day the socialist revolution. There is no other road whereby
peace can be restored to Europe and the life of the peoples of
Europe preserved. Peace can be brought to Europe only through
the dethroning of the ruling classes of each and every belligerent
country without exception. War-devastated Europe can be rebuilt
only if the yoke of capitalist profit-making is removed from the
neck of the European laboring people, and their creative ability is
released; and the only way this is possible is through a socialist
reorganization of Europe.

American capitalism is supposed to be stronger than that of
Europe. It has achieved a higher development, so much so that
America is practically equal in its productive forces to the rest of
the capitalist world. American capitalist spokesmen and ideologists
were of the opinion that the fate of this country is not necessarily
and immediately tied up with the fate of the European systems.
They used to tell us that the American way of life was superior and
more stable than that of Europe. But these very same spokesmen
are the ones today who come to us and tell us that the only way the
American way of life can be preserved is by throwing America into
the bloody imperialist mess in Europe. I would warn the gentlemen
who give this message to America that they are accomplishing more
in a few weeks than the Communist Party has been able to accom-
plish in twenty years in convincing the American people that we
have got to think about a new social system for America. Because,
if it is true that the only way to preserve the existing system in our
country is through participation in this war, the American people,
wanting no part in the war, are going to look for a system that
will enable America to stay at peace.

Well, T should not object when the gentlemen of the bourgeoisie
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take over the tasks of the Communist Party in convincing the peo-
ple that we have to have socialism in order to hsiwe peace. But I
also know that these same gentlemen of the capitalist class, no mat-
ter how big 2 majority of the American people want B are
going to carry us into war against the will of the people if they are
permitted to do it. o _ 1 e

Regardless of how big a majority of the American people wc:uif .

determine, as they will determine, that they want peace, even it
is necessary to establish socialism in America—if this is the only
way we can have peace—these ruling class .gc.zntlemcn w.111 no mﬂcre
permit the people to make democratic dEC‘lS’lOILS on socmhsrr{ 131:;
they are now permitting a democratic decision on the question hc;
war. They are going to give you no opportumt)i to vote (_m t S
question under the formal democracy of the Amenca_n Consntuuor:i.
They are first going to present you with an acrjompl’mhed fact. A};:
everyone who votes “no” is already being notified in adv‘ancc that
he is a traitor to his country. We are going to have a Hitler pleb-
isci this question.
‘s‘j{z z? [:natterqof fact, in the last few weeks we have traveled so fast
on the road of fascism in the United States that it WOI-l’t take us long
to overtake and surpass Mussolini and Hitler. Amftnca'alway's does
things in a big way. And we are certainly doing thl‘ngs in a big way
now. The destruction that has come to Europe will be brought to
America, too, if we permit it. I say, if we permit it.‘ . '

After all, Americans have not been in the hablt—l.n their past
history—of allowing entrenched ruling classes and cliques to put
things over on them at a crucial moment. -

Looking back at some of the most critical years of our history,
it looked pretty hopeless for the future of our country as far back as
1850. It is very good to recall that history again. In the last four ye:;s
of the 1850’ we had a situation in which our country was at the
crossroads: Were we going to develop as a slave nation or 2 free
nation? And both major traditional parties of the country were
agreed that America should in the main er:lvcl along the Eath of
slavery. The masses of America were determined to take a different
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path, the path of free labor, the path of bourgeois democracy, and
in that determination they represented that future of America which
has been realized in the last eighty-five years and has made America
economically the most powerful nation in the world.

But in the 1850’s they faced, in all positions of power, entrenched
reaction, those who were determined to make of America a slave
country. Do you remember that the President of the United States
in that period, Buchanan, was in league with the Secessionists of
the South, using the office of President to prepare the destruction
of the United States? Do you recall that the Congress in both houses
was just as overwhelmingly in the control of the slave powers as the
present Congress is controlled by those who are directing this coun-
try into the imperialist war? Do you remember that slave interests
had complete control of the Supreme Court? And when after years
of civil war, in order to carry through the measures to enable them
to win the war, Lincoln had to pack the Supreme Court, enlarge it
sufficiently to appoint a majority to overrule the adherents of the
slave power and allow the American people to take the road of free
development? The American people took that road. They smashed
through overwhelming obstacles, they wiped out the slave power.
They united America.

Lincoln is great in American history because he was the leader of
the nation in that fight. He entered into that struggle as a proponent
of compromise. He was determined to avoid the struggle, to com-
promise the struggle. It was the slave powers that forced him. Only
after years of civil war and as a war measure did Lincoln issue the
Emancipation Proclamation. But who can doubt today that, al-
though Lincoln was not conscious in the first stages of the war of
the tremendous cause that he was leading, the course of history and
the will of the American people demanded the destruction and
abolition of the slave system in America, even though this was car-
ried through by a hesitating and reluctant instrument?

The American people can meet the present crisis with the same
effectiveness as they met that crisis, the struggle against slavery. The
present crisis is a deeper one. It is not only a national erisis, it is an
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international crisis. It is not only a crisis arising from one phase of
the economic system, it is a crisis that goes to the very foundation
of the social and economic system of the world except the Soviet
Union, the only country that stands outside of this crisis.

In so far as the crisis is bound to grow more far reaching and
more all-embracing, it requires determination and courage in order
to meet and overcome it. Regardless of the complete lack of leader-
ship from the traditional dominant parties, regardless of the fact
that these parties are in the hands of the enemies of the people who
are ready to sacrifice the people in this war, if only they can main-
tain their system of profits—regardless of these facts, allow me to
express confidence that the American people are going to solve the
crisis. And if they don’t succeed in preventing the war-making
capitalists from involving America in the war, they are certainly
going to bring America out of the war, free from the rule of the
war-makers, and it will be an America of the people at last.

Speech delivered at the mecting held under the auspices of the
New Masses, June 12, 1940.



