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" Marxist-Humanist Archives Exhibit
and Lecture sponsored by Wayne State
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs

%S&Lﬁ

Humen Pawer 15 11 awm end  More

~Dialectics of Revolution: Amerlcan rioms-
and Marx’s World Humamst Concepts -

byRaynDunmvshya
Founder of Marxist-Humaniym
in the United States

Ed’wor’tNak. BdmanmpbomeDmmu-

Wayne State Univervity Archii
mmm“mmlya e

Dunayev-
Colheaon — Mm-Hmwum. 1941 To Today: Its
Gwmdnwdopumm the US.”

I, Introduction; Archives and Archivists

Good evening. Thank you, Dr. Mason.

Thia is not a mere courtesy thanks, Rather, it is the
measure of how the Archives as a whole, as well as to-
night’s talk on the Dialectics of Revolution, are related
to my Collection being at Wayne State University...The
decision to choose Wayne State University, as against
the Wisconsin Historical Society, was based on the fun-
damentally different attitudes each had toward the con-
cept of what Archives are...

The question was how could an archivist know what
the participants in most of the events perceived the dia-

. lectics of revolution to be? In this Marxist-Humanist

Collection, the dialectics of revolution range from the
1905 Russian Revolut.ion and its ramifications in the
1906-1911 Revolution in Iran; to the November 1917
Russian Revolution and its international impact; to the
beheaded 1819 German Revolution; as well as to the
revolutions in our own era. And dialectics relate not
just to those revolutions that were successful, but to the
many revolutions that were aborted.

MY CHOICE OF Wayne State University was due
not alone to the fact that the Weaync State University
Labor Archives let me speak for myself, but that they
hadbothnﬁ:ﬂapptmhono“hefactﬂmtuchvu
were not limited to the past and would, therefore, con-
sider additions to the Collection, as well a8 a recogmi-
tion of the significance of archives in general.

In that spint, thank you, Dr. Mason.

IL The Excitement of Becoming Trotsky’s

secretary and the Break with Trotskyism

am not writing the history of the past in the future
I have no intention of analyzing an histaric perso-

remained a workers® state, though degeunte{

what had occurred was & total
pmta.thatRamnhndhunedﬁmnwo:km
nto a state-capitalist nociety. )
lttookthmyuubdmlﬁnsbedmy ‘
three Five-Year Plans from original sources,
context of a new world stage-of capitalism. -

* Depression had collapsed. private

“—Nows & Letters phoko
Raya Dmyevshya wlth Dr. Phillp Mason, WSU
Archives Director

nage like Leon Trotsky only as I see him after my
break from Trotskyism. I have always strongly opposed
any re-writing of history. I do not deny that I certain-
ly considered it the highest moment of my own develop-
ment up to that time to have become Trotsky's secre-
tary and to have been a guard and translator as well,

{At this poin? Dunayeuskaya read an excerpt from a re-
paruhehadwrutm atthehmeofherworkwuh Trotsky
in Coyoacan, Mexico in 1937.38. It described the daily
routine and the “meticulous, objective research”. Trotsky
demanded during the infamous Moscow Frame.Up Trial
charges. She then continued with her story. J

All the labara could not, hawever, keep convinced
Trotskyists from raising questions as to the nature of a
Russia which staged such a frame-up of Trotsky, Bu-
kharin and, indeed, all of those known as “the General
Staff of the Revolution,” with these monstrous sccusa-
tions.

Trotaky’s contention was that while the frame-up did
show that the workers’ state had “degenerated.” nothing
could change the fact that it had arisen out of a Rus-
sian Revolution which had abolished private property.
To Trotsky. nationalized property “meant” that Russia

private capitalism,

led to statification. Originally, the stmly began
section cailed “Labor and Society™; bui “the. Workers
Party, in accepting the economic dudy for publicatior
though they were bureaucratic oollectmm. rcfuaed
accept “Labor and Society”...

I had joined with CLR James, who had duocometo
a state-capitalist position and had written a lengthy po-

litical Resolution for submission to the Workers: Party.

This State-Capitalist Tendency came to be known as
the Johnson-Forest Tendency.

WHATIHADNUI‘beenamof:tthatime
that the piece, “Labor and Society” — the one rej
by the Workers Party when they accepted my eco
analysis — actuslly contained what would alst
nearly a decade later, the break between Johnson

Forest, and the new creation of the phil .
ist-Humanism. The philosophy thai the m'{ul Party

rejected was based on Marx's 1844 “Humanist Essays
which, at the time I quoted from it, 1 kmw
Marx's single article, “Alienated Labor.”
When, in the 1950 Miners' GenullSt.rih.l
used Marx’s Humanist Essays — and my.own sctiviiy,

showed the of Marmt-Bnmnhn CLR
James also reco! from Marx’

ency document, “Stale-Capitalism and’ World‘ A

tion”, writien under his direction. There, ‘Hurk

was dismissed as religious and/or Existentialist.
[tmnotuntilth:uyunlatu-»mylzmd ny
20, 1953 — that I first broke through on the Ahsolute

ldeammyletterstoGuceue.IminnmedM

Absolute jdes was not an shetraction or some sort

call for a God, but that it contained within it a move-:

ment from practice as well as from theory. This led to
the founding of Marxist-Humaniam in the US,

ltmumenowtotumtou\efomﬁinzofthcm :

Humanist paper, News & Letters.




Marxist-Humanist Newspaper

News & Letters; 1ts Worker-Editor,

8- Autobiography, Indig-

. Worker’s Journal;

d the.fPamp_ ete; Workers Battle Auto-
and - Arioris

%ﬂ.mﬂd:ndmnlhmouﬂyntthevmﬁm
News Latters Committees, were to
production worker as editor of its paper,
Nﬁogd_Chlimomun,RlyaDun.y.

political ' work, Har:lm and
i dmhadbemworhuforsemal

R

Issue Number One of News & Letters came out in
honor of the East German revolt. 195 was also the
year that the Montgomery Bus Boycott erupted and
mf::ll ed the birth of the Black Revolution. My life and
Charles Denby's truly became one — that of Marxist-
Humanism. .

Part One of his autnbiography was written before
Denby’s own development as an editor. In Part Two of

- Indignant Heart: A Black Workers' Journal he
.sums up the events of a full quarter century of the ex-
istence. of Marxist-Humanism which had meant such a
new stage in his own life.

IN 1861 HE WAS not only the editor but the author
of a pamphlet called Workers Battle Automation
where we heard the voices not only of workers from
many industries, but also of youth, a doctor, and a com-
puter-technician..,

On the American scene, we spelied out the Black Di-
mension so concretely that it ranged over the entire his-
tory of the Unitod States. We called it American Civi-

culminated in the 1872 75
the same decade in

Notebooks, Marx howed out'a

mhucntaqueofthe
Marx's draft letters to |
ist, VeraZm:Iuh:nndin
thelntmduchunt.nthqﬂr

lization on Trial It expresses not only the needs of

the year 1963, when it wes first published, or sven 1970

when Denby appended his “Black Caucuses in the Un-

ions.” Rather, it reaches back to the beginnings of the

?glgocsk'DhnensionintheU.S.uweﬂuforwudmtha .
Today's newspaper carries news of still another mas- ,Tll:.mkmg Idea” with 3§

: . what was present in RIS

sms Uy the spartheid rogime sgeinet the majonity yye suontanecus 8

Black population. What happened 25 years ago today, movemznts of t::

in Sharpeville, became a category thet was deepened in { Minars' General:

day. ;
All of these voices we have recorded as the events ‘gnmnﬂ;dgtﬁ;

happened. Indeed, in the 1960s, when be- Freedom.” It should

came that dimension ofAﬁ-mn.Amumn.andworld ‘not here be

revolution, I was in Ghana and aligned with Sobukwe * to explain the obvi

who was arrested and sent to prison with Mandela.

. ous, but such expls. -
IV. The Trilogy of Revolution — Mars- gt *,roed’-
ism and Freedom; I;hilosovjahy and Iﬁ%?; :-mmm :;- e
lution; Rosa Luxemburg, Women's 3
ation and Mar's Philow sophy of Revolu owever, o that th lactie g of the Hd 3
tion. The Unchaining of the Dialectics of g!:md;mn of what was imlllint in the ‘mave
Revolution: American Roots and Marx’s: By the mid-1950, the category T had workid

World Humanist Concepts. ;{:W from practice’ provided: the 1
What is significant to us here, in Marx’s transforma- dom.knml’l'llunﬁl’mdu.'l‘hnnt o first of
tion of Hegel's revolution In philosophy lanan’awhltwenowu!lthe“hilogyormolntbu."!t___
phﬂooophyofrevoluhon,uhow:tmntcnded hﬂmtdthgﬁﬁhthmm 7
last decade. It le? us to call the 18808 a “trail to the .self a form of »

1880e.” Marx and concretized what he had- lththhmneeptnfphﬂmphyubmgmd

originally called & “New Humanism" throughout his life. movement from practice which creates s challenge for -
After 40 years of labor in the field of economics, which
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no means restricted to capitalism. It not only sppeared
before capitalism, but is present right now and has re-
appeared after the revolution, It must be faced here

— Origin of the Faily, Private Propérty il
and now. The women insisted that the Left must face

State. Engels claimed it was a "bequeet” of M:

oniam to the then ongoing Montgomery B
hich. qpened the Bl:& lﬁﬁblutfi'(g);; ?nythl:

world Humaniat. concepts were also spelled

the unity of theory and practice
development of Absclute Idea as New Be-

the male chauvinism within'that movement, and must
ize the need to grapple with thia question before,
l;imiu. and after the revolution. :
1t became the impulse for the third major philosophic
work, Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation' and
Marx's Philosophy of Rewolution, which completed
what we call the “trilogy of revolution.” Here is how I
:_!he:efore' summarized todsy’s Women's Liberationists®

“Don't tell us about discrimination everywhere else;
and don't tell us it comes only from class oppression;
look at yourselves. You will have to understand that
our bodies belong to us and to no one else — and that
includes lovers, husbands, and yes, fathers.

“Our bodies have heads, and they too belong to us
and us alone, And while' we are reclaiming our bodies
and our heads, we will also reclaim the might. No one
except ourselves, as women, will get our freedom for us.
For that we need full autonomy.” :

For me, it became necesssry here to also focus on one
of the inadequacies of the Women's Liberation Move-
ment:i::ladinegudofﬂoulmnmburg. Indeed.th'nwl:s
a stimulus for my new work, th my scope was
no means Inmudy to umartrﬁns mmb{mg’s ?amtofor{
unknown feminist dimension.

'WHEN 1 BEGAN my study, it was just on Luxem-
burg — and the intended climax was to have been the
year 1910, This was the year when her flash of genius,
in grappling with the new phenomenon of Imperislism,
resulted in her break with Kar} Kautsky, the leader of
the German Social Democracy. This was some four
years before the outbreak of World War I and the Sec-
ond International's betrayal. It was four years before
an;;alll-nle Marxist, Lenin included, saw the coming be-
tra

And yet, suddenly, even this seemed to me to be in-
adequate, hecause Luxemburg remained a metmber of
the German Sociat Democracy as if her break with
Kautsky was Spersonal.”

I felt the need for a decisive philosophic grappling,
which I worked out as Part 1 of the wo-calied Luxem-
burg book: “Karl Marx: from Critic of Hegel to Author
of Capital and Theorist of Revolution in Permanence.”

As against Luxemburg's haif-way dislectic, Marx's
multilinearism of human dg:l;ﬁ:mt. of paths to revo-
lution, as they related to backward countries,
to Women's Liberation, and to nationalist opposition -
all made me question not only Luzemburg but ail post-
unilinearism permesated the whole German Social De-
mocracy! Post-Marz Marzism, to me, became a pejora-

tive,
ENGELS' UNILINEARISM was glaringly revealed
in the verv first work he wrote after the death of Marx

philosophic.a: :

to a story from my persopal L
verting to happened when T wis 13
been but a single yexr in‘the: United;

ing a strike againsi’the achool prinicipal.
sl remember — Tobi. And the staied

For a momé:g_iéﬁ lup now tumn ‘away. fromi"all
2 3 2, - : - Laiyi

IR
gﬁgg e

i
n'E' .
i

g
iy

child's tion i
points mry. =

from 1871 who, after its defeet, eacaped’

States. His mothor was pregnant and gave piri “"‘h’ﬁi
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o il " néver interested in taken the liberty of adopting..a critical attitude, disen-
on St&ten Island. .l-lg‘ﬁsgnp!hym"!“ ned and the Paris cumbering his dialectic of its mysticism and thus put-
claiming- Americar PR he was ing it thro found " ' :
Comiiune. never left b memgry, ot because he i “EETWERN Mane e oUE.
Athm.butbguuuo[‘aﬂthemﬁmhehu:dfmmhu

parents. : :

]

g
feEsisy
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i with a foeus on a single revo-
lutionary force as Reason, Women's Liberation — is
that the Dialectics of Revolution is charactéristic of all
the fuur forces we singled out in the United States —
Lnbor.Blaek.Youth,uwel_lqun.Allaremo—
ments of revolution, and nobody can know before the
event itself who will be the one in the concrete, particu-
lar revolution, ) '
tariat — and at the same time focus on the Man/Wom- Thisdeterminec{m,ylsaﬁlnt!oducﬁonandmenrieﬁ
an relationship, as alienated and aliensting, which oust wthenewboohw'!:ichgx!gninnhdinyhtweuﬂthe
be totally uprooted as the way to full human relation- “Trail to the 1980s”...This is true not just as a mumma.

A _ ST = uon,butuf-utherrnmbednm.lmtuuan'u:

] 'euerbachian abstract materialiam, concept of “revolution in permanence” made it
mw&mdhpw to see the social relation” that the revolution does not enit with the overthrow of

. the old but must continue to the new, 20 you begin to
feeltlfupraenoeoftheﬁlhm‘in'them'l‘hisis
the time when every n ke i

fies

liatanoMminhkllndeude._writiggouhis
uﬁt‘::mh:p to Hegel —whit&h.he hﬁmmthﬁ %.n;melﬁ
: w]
{:Efu"fhmvom'n“ patal imple. 1 i March 10 - March 32, 1985
“My relationship with Hegel is very sim) am &
diacip{e of Hegel, and the presumptuous chatter of the
epigones who think they have buried this great thinker
appear frankly ridiculous to me. Nevertheless, 1 have




5 I I
mm

. . .o
l‘tﬁ' v ey - = g e, S
o g{"m 'l TR VA g
v . (% Pt .
R T e LT g T ¢ “* .
p?

i!‘}‘\l ?|
v‘-.}ﬁf i .,.lin,_, oy
AT l;. s
it BT .

r'of
oty

w

m:uw

April, 1985

mmmdm.m
xp
Mm.mmm
9=

H
H

and Hi

News & Letters.
umanism
out and tracing of the American

Marx's thought and the

riod—of- the dialectics of

lnnmsanswnmmkmmnrf
State in 1969 under the title
1941 to Today.” Marxiat-H

War {1 pe




. The day after her lecture I returned to the exhibit
ball, where one must really allow half a day for study of
the displays, and found myself in front of & case, “With
Trotsky in Mexico.” It is filled with pictures and docu-
ments from Coyoacan, Mexico, 1 A picture shows
Leon and Natalia Troinl%lmth Raya and saveral others
of the exile entourage. They are in a field of beautiful
trees and flowers, and {et. for the War Commissar of
the grest Russian Revolution of two decades earlier, it,
and indeed Diego Rivera’s house and garden where they
were living in exile, must have as well been a prison.
The case also contains letters from Trotsky to Raya.
PHILOSOPHY. AND REVOLUTION

Perhaps the most striking cass for me at the exhibit
is' the ‘one entitled simply “Marxist-Humanism.” It is
fiill of editions of Marxism and Freedom, Philosophy
and Revolution, and Roes Luxembury, Women'’s
Liberation; and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution—
Englnh.leanece, Italiar, French, German, Spanish.
But then my eyes fell upon several ipt manu-
scripte “that Lis in front of this “trilogy of revolution™
the 1941 manuscript of “Labor and Society,” a types-

ipt: of Raya's 1949 tranalation of “Lenin’s Philosophic
Noﬁmhonﬂqd‘lﬁdmofm:“ a third man-
uscript of her “Letter on Hegel's A te Idea” of May
12, 1953. :

My mind went back to the lecture [ had heard

evening before where opoke of
decade that

agaggg

i; 
|-
L_n

in this same exhibit case "Marxist-Humanism," there
are not only these fundamental manuseripts that had,
over three decades, helped give birth to Dunayevskaya's
“trilogy of revolution,” but, if you move your eyes atill
higher in the display case, you see two beautiful pic-
tures: one is of two workers tearing up pavement stones
from the streets and hurling them at an advancing tank.
1t is June 17, 1953, and you are in East Berlin. The oth-
er, which is also on the front of the News and Letters
pamphlet, The Coal Miners’ General Strike of 1848-
50 and the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the U.§,,
is a mass meeting of miners. You are in the midst of
coal country in 1350 and the miners huve rejected de-
mands that they end their wildcat strike.

The pictures—miners on strike in the U.S., workers in
revolt in East Germany—the trilogy of revolution—
Marxisra gnd Freedom, Philosophy and Revolution,
and Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and
Marx's Philosophy of Revolution—the philosophic
manuscripts Raya was working out and translating in
the 19408 and 'S0s—all brought back to my mind the
words of her talk: ,

The whole question of cognition and actuality, like the
guif between thinking and doing, touches on the relation.

of phil and lution.

revol
period of 1843-53, as exprensad in her talk and in

B bt o e o o o e
ism a i work out i ialectic of
thinking and doing, of philosophy and revolution.
PRACTICALITY OF PHILOSOPHY

_One exhibit case puzzled me at first. It is entitled
simply “Philosophers” and contains, first, a marvelous
exchange of letters qn the Absolute Idea hetween Raya
and Herbert Marcuse, His iz a short one denying the
necessity of a return to Abaclute Idea for our age. Her
answer i5 a creative explosion: six pages on the dialec-
tica of the Abwolute Idea. Other letters in the
from Erich Fromq, fm'm the Hegel tranalator AV, Mill

au-and.ﬁdnorth.tpq_puninto.lmm.m‘
called “Philosophers” na

My mind again returned to the lecture of the evening
before, to when Raya chose to speak both abou
Marxist-Humanist newspaper, News &

i and about its

ward sutomailon and thinkers who strive to cre-
ate theory unseparated.froln revolutionary

dialectics in reality and in thought, are not in two
different worlds. : .

10223




phy was alio true of other forces of revolution—the

Black Dimension, women's liberation and youth, as well

a8 the international dimension. One saw this in the pan-
sels _of “thess forces i . the " exhibit.” Thus . the -one on
“Youth in Revolt”. looked st how Marxist-Humanism
had sought out and made explicit

Free Speech Movement and the Negro

wel sa shoving the wriings of young Marxist-Human-
ists mich .45~ The ; Marxist-Humanist isued on the .

- gued at Wayne State in the-1970s. .
- The*Women's Liberation” panel gave a brief glimpee
i itings on ‘i subject. Tt. in-

“What was pervasive in all pasts of the ezhibit and not
slone in the panels entitled “International Relations”
and “Black Dimension in the US. and Africa” were

of dislectics of

dimension to Raya's
Aalk, which swept you from

Spanish editions of of her. works, French; Japa-
pictures from her trips to speak in Japan and-in West.
Africa. It was an internationslism in the participation in

and speaking informally. Move. than hilf the widicsc
followed. Here Raya had a chance to introduce nie
talk. In turning over the litest:

lwwmga Yation: An bricne .
Humanist Concepts, 1981.85,” she was a e to

a8 he_r llte!t wﬁﬁng ‘gZ’th' mybm arid - cop

page proofs of her new work, Women's Liberation
and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reaching for the

lutionary stamp on the Marxist-Humanist Archives and
on the evening’s events.
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Labor Congress.
mAs a young woman in Chicago, Dunayevskaya
had attended the first-ever gathering of Black
workers and Marxists at the founding convention
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line” of workis ddlx(ﬁmlﬂito 1927 .at the ed-
itorial ‘office of the Negro Champion under the edi-
Fort-Whiteman was an emly founder .

Whiteman. It is only then that we will Gnally be able to
fully read one of the moct critical, missing pagae In
Afro-American and Marxist history and thought.
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One aspect of the exhibit reslly im-
pressed me. I coukin’t get over how the

um £
mmwwmmm M

nderstand how the “per
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Black rank-and-file warkers, along

whyheumeanmyevﬂny-slechne
on the “Dialectics of Hevolution.™

with white workers, have urganized a
solidarity march in support of Black
South African workers. The march and

ment ln the U.S. that one

New York
, but

Civil rights veteran

This is the second time | have heard
Dunayevskayn, She is such an eloguent
country alsc}, what really attracted me

to the lecture wamn't her
the fact that I feel the need for a theo-

place where the famous Haymarket
retical base for my work. T don't want

events of 1888 began.
speaker. As an anthropologist, trying to

AW activist . write on rural India (it is my home

labels describing efch i!.em linked

: Whﬂglwu;iiﬁngnehoit!mm

also be historic events.

rally is to take place on March 28 on-
Miller Road at the Overpass, in Dear-

to write only empirical studies even

b




