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REPORT TO PLENUI! OF NEVWS AND LETTERS. COMMITTEES
by the NMATIONAL CHAIRWOMAN, RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA

- HITLER'S VISAGE IN APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA SEOUS

THE FUTURE THE _ GTCRE FOR ALL OF US

Lest anyone think that somehow I will be straying from
world events and the Big Powers -- the two nuclear Behemoths,
Russia and the U.5. --in a fairy-land of their own, toying with
the: most phantasmagoric Star Wars project, let me tell you why
today I begin sc differently than in the Draft Perspectives.*
That started with the latest happenings concerning the new ruler
in Russia, Mikhail Gorbachov, At the present moment, however,
because the Civil War in South Africa rages on, demanding action
rather than just description of "how" Gorbachev and Reagan are

toying with nuclear war for the future, we must begin with the
new reality.

The difference in the beginnings of the two —— the Draft
Thesis and the actual Plenum Thesis -- is necessitatcd by the
barbariec ideology which is not restricted to the South African
rulers. Our rulers are also trying to foist this on us. That
idecology is not just rhetoric, but the depth of the barbarism
that began with the rise of Hitler, and which was by no means
destﬁoyed by thc Allies' victory in World War II. It was Hit-
ler's defeat that scared the Afrikaners whose drcam today is
still expresscd by those bigotted, savage whites in these terms:
"there should have been a Hitler in every country, but unfortun-
ately this was no longer possible in a 'sophisticated' world
that has uven abolished the cane in prison,"#**

* Published in News & Letters, August-September, 1985.

** Sce "The Fire This Time," by Neal Ascherson, a review of
Waiting: The Whites of South Africa, by Vincent Crapanzano,
flew York Review of Books, July 17, 1985,
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It was only in 1950 -- and not, as most people think, from
the beginning of the cutting up of Africa -- that:apartheid
first became law. It is true that South Africa was colonized
in the 19th century when the Western imperialist world decided
to cut it up as a base for its capitalist development. Condi-~

tions for Black South Africa were bad enough when England walked
off with that prize.

o g T T YT, T

still calling themselves the Dutch Reformed Churxch, won their
war with Britain. They practiced apartheid, though they had
not made it the law of the land. ' It was only after the end of
Vorld War II, after Hitler's Germany was defeated -- and then
Japanese militarism was dafcated by the unleashing of the first
atom bomb on Hiroshima and Nagaszki-- that South Africa -embarked

on an official apartheid, first in 1948 and then fully in law
in.- 1950. ‘

- gpf o it = et

What happened aftcr the victory of the Allies, which is
diredtly related to the present world situation is that they
wore left so exhaustcd they could not extend World War IX at
that moment. What they did, instead, was. to place a2 lot of
markers pointihg to where the next wer could start, by creating
two Germanies, two Vietnams, two Koreas, and two Europes --
the East dominated by Russia, and the West by the U.S.

Let us now turn to the true history of the civil wars that
the Blacks have fought against the whites there. At the very
period when the 1905 Revolution crupted in Russia, and its ra-
mifications embraced Iran as well as China, we had, as well,
the great Zulu Rcbellion in South Africa. Read how it was an-

ticipated in the mass struggles of 1903-05 and after, in Time
Longer Than Rope by BEdward Roux.™

Today, the undeclared Civil War in South Africa is still
thought of only as protest., This makes it casy to "synpathize”
with the marchers who are unacrmed, facing the barbaric might

* See also The Washing of the Spears, by Donald R. Morris, to
trace the Zulu Vars of 1879.
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of the South African rulers -- not only armed to the teeth, but
not satisfied unless they alsc show their savagery with horse-

whips and murder. Every revolt for the past 30 years in apart-
heid Scuth Africa faces genocide, and yet the revclts, far from
stopping, arc reborn in ever nore intense forms. The world had
better':ecngnize that it's not only a motter of the 19708, whén

Scwetc finally made it conscious not alone of rovclt but cf the
philosophy of revolt.

The Idea -- Black Conscicusness -- was born cut of Pan-
Africanism, whcsa ground had been laid by the new, independent
countrics of West, East, North and Central Africa, whose revo-
lutions were reshaping the map of the whole world. Pan-African-
ism saw in this new cclleagues from new movements for freedcm.
But Pan-Africanism insisted that the "peolitical kingdcm,” as
Nkrumah expressed it, was inadequate unless South africa was
freed and a new Azania was born. Just as Pan-Africanism sepa-
rated itself at that mement from the Africdan Naticonal Congress
(ANC), because the latter made a Universal cut of the tactic of
non-vioclence, though the rulers there were the most violent
rulers in the world, so the Black Conscicusness Movement of the
mid-1970s expressed the new humus, as spoken by Steve Biko be-
fore he was brutally murdered: "This (Black Consciousness) must

be related to the emancipation of the entire continent of
africa since World Wor II."

The new epoch of struggles that ecmerged in the 19505 when
& new stage of production -=- Automation -- was born and was met
by the Miners' Genural Strike in this country, could be seen in
Bast Germany in the 1953 Revelt for "Dread and Freedom, and was
not limited to Europe and America. It cmerged in South Africa.
Listen to I, B. Tabata, cne of the leaders and main theoreticians
of the Scciety cf Young Africa, in his cpening address te that
Conference, on Deec. 21, 1951: "The ideas are the weapons with
which you cut yocur path in the barbaric jungle cf South African
sceiety today...We go into the strugglc not simply to save the
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ycuth, not only tc save the non-Europeans. It is a question of
the preservation of all society. - Our struggle here in South

Africa is part and parcel of the struggle of humanity as a
whole,"*

Just as the struggles in East Eurcpe developed throughout
so they 4id in South Africa, whether that was. against
the introduct;on of Bantu ceducation in 1953, or the strikes in
1954 and 1955. They rcached a climax especially in 1956, when
20,000 women converged on Pretoria. Aug. 9, 1956 has cver since
been kncwn in South Africa as "Homen's Day.” The two-way road
between U.S. Black revclts and those in Africa reached a climax
in 1957 when, inspired by the Montgomery Bus Boycott, hundreds
cf thousands in Africa initiated their great bus boycott, walk-
ing 20 miles to work and trudging another 20 miles back to their

townships fer three sclid months, until they won their strike
against the rise in bus fares.

the

But it took the blcody Sharpeville Massacre of 1960 —-
when thousands of Africans shouted "Izwe Lethu" (Our Land),
burned their passes, and demanded to be arrested for having
violated the apqrtheid laws -~ tc make the world conscious of
this cngoing struggle. That, toc, didn't stop in the 1960s.
Everyone knows Scwetc, 1976, because it was this that was not
just a stage of struggle but a quantum leap into revolutionary
method, and ideas that inspired a Scwete youth to proclaim:
"Go and tell the world that the prccess of Black Liberation,
which nobody can reverse, has begun in South Africa." It was
the birth of the Black Consciousness tlovement.

The struggle didn't end in the 1970s, cithcer. What the
1970s werc great in was the birth of a great new Black trade
union movement, which this very month is threatening a general
strike in gold, ccal andé diamond mines if the latest, harbaric

* This "Opening Mddress™ by Tabata is printed in Vol.IX of

. Frem Prctest to Challenge (Hoover Imstitution Press, Stan-

ord, Cal. . It 15 included in our pamphlet Frantz
Fanon, Soweto, and American Black Thought, p.l6.
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state of emergency isn't lifted by Aug. 25. It was in February
1985 when the leader of the 1960 stage of struggle, Nelson
Mandela, who has been held in prison for more than 20 years
now, was offered a conditional release.

Here is his answer, read by his daughter, Zinzi, to a
n

ally cf 9,00

¥ ' "Let Botha rencunc

him say that he will dismantle apartheid...I canno

not give any undertaking at a time when I and you, the peopic,
are not free. Your freedem and mine cannot be separated...

I will return."*

It is in this context that we need not only tc look again
at the barbarism an? massacre that is being perpetrated by tl
apartheid rulers, bLut to face that this is the "new" stage of
Hitlerian barbarism, Botha-style, that will be our reality if
we survive at all the nuclear war cur rulers are fashioning
for us. Theoretically as well as practically it is that which
must fashion the framework for a second look at the global

struggle, and only then plunge into cur tasks, unseparated
frem these struggles.

1
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II. THE TWO WORLDS IN EACH COUNTRY -- WEST, EAST, SOUTH,

NORTH -- VS. RONALD REAGAN'S CREATION OF HUNGER AND
STAR WARS '

Ronald Reagan, in refusing to endorse the UN Resolution
" on sancticns against South Africa, manifests the close affinity
he has to that'apartheid land, as he moves against the masses,
be they in the U.S., in Wicaragua, or in Scuth Africa. This
dces not mean that Russia is any different. What we have

* See News & Letters, May 1985, lead article by Lou Turner,
*South nfiiga cn the threshold cof civil war.*
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established ever since World War II, when we analyzed Russian
society as & state-capitalist society, was that state-capitalism

was a wcrld stage, the latest retrcgressionism of capitalism it-
self. ' '

In 1943-44, after Hitler had invaded Russia, despite the
Hitler-Stalin Pact which gave the green light to the cutbreak
of World war II, Stalin {vho by then was alignec with the i\l_lies)
revised Marx's analysis of the law of value as the deminant law
of capitalist development, and suddenly admitted that the law
of value alsc cperated in Russia. Stalin then prodeeded also
to violate the dialectic structure cf Marx's greatest work,
Capital, ordering that Chapter 1 of the work not be "taught”.
At the same time, he would not let go of his conclusicn that.
Russia was nevertheless a "socialist scciety”, violently contra-

dictoury as that was nct alone to his new *thecries" but to the
reality cf Russia.

The U.S. State Department tried to put as many obstacles
as possible in the way cof my getting the American Econcmic Re-
view tc publish my critical commentary on and translation of
the magazine, Under the Banner cf Marxism, that had by no acci=-
dent failed to arrive in U.S. libraries.*

1843-44 was the year when the Red Army stced outside the
gates of Warsaw as Poland rose up aéainst the Nazi invasion for
the second time. The first was the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising in
1943. Because we were always watching and sclidarizing with
the second world in each country, we hailed those revolts and,
at the same time, raised the slogan "All Roads Lead to Warsaw.”
This did not in any way affect cur opposition te the j.mperialist

* Tt was, however, published in the AER in September, 1944. A

cebate around it continued for a s6lid year and my respense
appearcd in the AER in Scptomber, 1945. 1In 1942/43 the Hew
International had published my "An Analysis cf the Russian
Eccnomy, " the two-year study I had made when the three Five
Year Plans had been terminated with the outbreak of World War
II and I had@ concluded that Russia was a state-capitalist
society.
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war, in which we opposed a2ll rulers. Instead, we developed
what was emerging from the revoluticnary practice of the masses.
Because that was and is our Marxist-Humanist ground, as American

reveolutionaries the immediate enemy is Reaganism -~ both in his

imperialist tentacles abroad, and in his retrcgressioﬁism at
hcme.

1) POVERTY IN THE RICHEST LAND

The Draft Perspectives went into the state of the economy
and the worsening conditicns for wnrkers in this period that
Reagan dares to call "prosperity.”™ What needs to be further
addressed is that the hunger that is present right in. the U.S.
comes cut most sharply in the figures on how the hunger is af-
feéfing children. Senater Moynihan, in his Godkin Lectures
at Harvard, stressed that children make up an ever=-increasing
proporticn of the Americans classified as living in poverty --

.already scme 39% in 1983, and rising. That 1983 fiqure re-

presented nc less than 22.2% of all ancrican children and
46.7% of all slack children. The Mew York City Coalition

hgainst Hunger has correctly designated this period as one
of "gnawing hunger crisis.®

The cconomists may be satisfied with their new rhetoric
about this being a "growth recession," but the economy as a
whele is gcing down. Unemployment averages cver 7%, even if
you wish to forget about the highly industrialized devastated
éities like Detroit, where it is much higher than the listed
average. This used to be considered a recession but is now
merely called "stubborn™ unemployment.

"Pactories aml farms have tumbled intc recession...The
uncnployed figures have stuck at 7.3% for a full year, a level
that once occurred only in recession.” This cémes from nothing

‘less than the "Business Report" in the New York Times of June

28, 1985, which traces business cfcle behavier: "Since the
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Korean War, each boom is followed by a sluggish period of two
to five quarters.”

Instead of going on w1th this play cf words, elther about
growth recessxon“ or what they dismiss as “stubborn unemploy-
ment, I think it's 1mportanu to turn to a concrete case. Let'
take conditions that the steel workers are facing now in Mingo
Junction, Ohic. They had a completely new mill completed just
three years ago, so it's not a question of Japan having more
modern facilities than the U.S. - The Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel
Co. has played up that plant as an cxample of how to achieve
economic "stability.® No steel ccmpany has had a major strike
.since 1959. - But what has happened in stcel in this pe:iod,of
what they dare to call "growth recession" has been a depression,

a prolonged Jepression, that has idled no less than 700,000
‘steel workers in this region.

Wheeling-Plttsburgh Steel has nine plants in Ohio, Penn-
sylvania and hest V1rgin1a, where the workers walked out when
the company askeo for drastic cuts in wages of no less than
30%, as well as for sweeping rev1sions of work rules. The
union felt that their werkers had already accepted enough con-
cessions. NAs Paul Rusen, the chief union negotiator,put it:

*They want to.take us back to the 1930s and the yood old days
of sweatshops."

. The caravans from Detroit to West Virginia's striking
miners, and from Chicago to the Wheeling~Pittsburgh striking
steel workers, showec labor solidarity strong. You will be

gettzng in-person reports from both of those caravans 6ur1ng
discussion.

2) U,5. COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY POLITICAL AS WELL AS
ECONOMIC IMPACT ON EL SALVADOR AND NICARAGUA

) The point is that any sluggishness in the American écon-
omy affects the whole world. The conditions of the American
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rasses are by no means lccalized. Look at Latin America,
especially at El Salvador, where Reagan's propoganda would
have us believe so much has changed since Duarte came to power
and the alleged democracy of the elections reversed the trend
of the civil war there, bringing about "dialcgue" with the re-

bels. The truth is that there is absclutely no fundamental .
change whatever.

Land reform is dead but the death squads are not. Jobless—
ness and underemployment remain endemic, the concditions of life
keep deteriorating, even as housing needs are neglected and so
are hospitals and clinics. Recently, innumerable demonstrations
and strikes displayed exceptional boldness. Peasants as well
as students, unionists as well as unemployed, expressed the
critique of the Duarte government. Not only dié 6,000 students
and professors of the National University parade from the cam-
pus past the National Palace to the Treasury, but unicnists,

too, had their demonstration, and during the weekend of July &,
peasants ccnverged on San Salvador.

What every ruler -- especially U.S. imperialism with
its tentacles in Latin America -- refuses to face is the simple
truth and plain fact that the counter-revolutionary outreach
intc foreign lands is precisely what produces revolutionaries.

It is that strugglc against imperialism that forges revolution-
ary leadership.

In the case of Nicaragua, the U.S. never stopped invading
until the one the Nicaraguan masses have rightly called "the
last Marine" -- Somoza —- succeeded in murdering the rebel
leader, Sandinc. Somoza was then the commandant of the
Guarcia Nacicnal, the paramilitary police force which the U.S,
lMarines created to help murder Sandino, who had been fighting
them for six long years. Sandino was at that peint invited
tc an alleged “"peace conference," which was actually the plot
that trapped him. That year, 1933, was vhen U.S. imperialism
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finally felt confilent that Scmoza would take care of their in-
terests. Somoza did preciscly that as he built his murderous,
-exploitative, counter-revolutionary, corrupt, greedy somozé ay-
nasty.: ‘The U.S. continued its strong.suppert for this dictator-
-ghip for 46 long years, until it was. finally overthrown by the
present~day Sandinistas.in 1979.

The year 1985 will go Cdown in histcry as.the year of infa-
my. It is the year when Ronald Reagan succeeded in brainwashing
- Congress =-- which had the ‘year bufore stopped funding the con-
‘tras, who had openly declared they were out to overthrow the

duly-elected Nicaraguan government -- to OK $27 milliocn for,
so~called "humanitarian" aid.

Augﬁst 6 ~- Hircshima Day, tﬁe day when Reagan failed to
partxclpate in the world-w1dc conmemoratlon in Japan, the only
land that knew what it was to have the U.S. atomic bomb dropped
~on it -- was the very day that Reagan signed thls $27 million
aid bill. Nothing stopped this retrogress;onlst from repeatlng
the lic about "humanitarianism,™ though, the day befere, "the
politicel head of that sc-called Democratic Force, Adolfo Ca-
~..lero, had revealed that nothing less close tc the White House
than the National Security Ccuncil had continued to direct him
-- .on tactics, on weapons, on getting money, even in the perind
of the Congressionally-cordered cut-off of aicd. When asked by
reporters whether that had not been a viclation of the law, that

artificer, Ronald keagan, with a wide grin, said no laws were
viclatec, o '

3) NICARAGUAN REVOLUTIONARY VOICES FROM BELOW

Insteau of listing all of Ronald Reagan's lies, let us
turn to the indigenous revolutlonary voices frcm below in Ni-
caragua. Omar CQbezas, in his memo;rs, Fire Prom the Mountain:

. The Hakxhg of a Sandinista, tells the story of an 82~year-old
_peasant he net in the mounta1ns of Nlcaragua, who showed what
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had been kept hidden for some 35 years --. some bullets from
Sandino he had kept in ¢leaming eccndition because, as the pea-
sant put it, "I knew the Sandinistas would come again."

This is but one story. Many more can and are being told,

whether it is from Sandinistas or from an American professor
¢f Latin American and U.S. diplomatic histcry at the Univer-
sity of Georgia, Lester Langley, who relates all.the facts
from the first landing of the Marines in Nicaragua to our age
in Central America: The Real Stakes. The truth is that the
Reagan: Administration story is a reactionary ideolegue’'s

fabric of lies to "justify" the cverthrow of the legitimate
government of Nicaracua.

That does not mean that there is nothing to criticize
in the present-day Sandinistas, or that they are not forced
by the imperialist pclicies of the U.S. to seek the support
cf Russia or any other coeuntry that will help their struqgle
for independence, But the unvarnished fact is that there was
an indigencus, genuine, revoluticnary, nass mevement which
succeeded in overthrowing the Scmoza (dictatorship; which has
introduced the beginnings of truly indepondent life, both in
its land reform, better concitions for the verkers, and suc-
cessful fight against illitcracy; and which is continuing the
cpposition to any U.S. duminaticn over their land.

4) BACK TO STAL WARS STRATEGIES BETWEEN THE TWO
NUCLEMAR TITANS

Finally, let's return to what th&é two nuclear super-
powers are coing with their accumulation of 50,000 nuclear
warheads, more than enough to destroy, cver and over again,
civilization as we have known it. 1In trying to see vhether
Reagan and Gorbachev can, at their November meeting, stop
themselves from plunging all of us to perdition, let's take

a secondd look at the new man at the helm in Russia.  Gorba-

chev stole the march on our retrogressionist ideologue Ly de-
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claring that he would start, on Hircshima Day, @ unilateral

‘dessation of nuclear -tests, which weuld continue for five

months, and centinue after that if the U.S. . joined the mora-
tcrlum

Ronald Reagan could come up with ncthing conparable, and
once again, the media itself has become so brainwashed that the
Gorbachev .announcement -- which a retired Rear Admiral (who is
now deputy director of the private organization, Center for .De-
fcnse Information), Eugene J. Carrcll, has called "the only sig=-
nificant arms control development since SALT II" -~ has beccme
a "non—-event": "In an alarming display of unanimity, the majcr
American print and electronic news organizations have uncriti-~
cally pronoteo the White House vicw that the Scviet initiative
is nothing more than a propcganda ploy "

"In his analysis, Rear Admiral Carroll exposes also the fal-
sity of Ronald@ Reagan's claim that Moscow broke the last test
moratorium in 1961. There was ne moratorium to break after Pre-
sident Eisenhower enced the 1958 moratorium. False alsc is the
claim that Russia gained an advantage in the period 1961-63:
the U.S. cut-tested Russia nearly twe-to-one (137 to 71, to be
exact). As for 1985: "According to Cnergy Department announce=
ments, America has conducted nine tests, the Soviet Union only
four, in all of 1985...Amorica, with abhout 765 tests, retains a
solié lead over the Scvict Unicn with 564."

and just in case any human being remains alive, the latest
savage experimentation now going on is "research" cn chemical
waapons, intcrnationally forbidden ever since Viorld War I.

L b *

Tt is against that type of "civilizaticn" that the American
and indeed the world masses are fighting. What is not a-revolu-
tion and is practically furcotten -- Appalachia -- is exactly
where our tasks will begin, even as they began in 1950 in West
Virginia.

¥ Sew A Uscful Nuclear Step by Moscow," Ly Eugene J. Carrcll,
New York Times, Aug. 7, 1985,

. *
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III. MARXIST-HUMANIST TASKS AS WE KEEP AN EYE ON
' THE WORLD OBJECTIVE SITUATION

2

Read the subtitle of this Part III. Instead of the usual
nere concrete conclueions, it discloges the inseparability of
subjective, organizational responsibilities with the urgency

of the chjective, nuclear world situation.

What hasn't heretofore heen fully projcected, driven home,
is hcw we differ from all other Left tendencies who call them-
sclves Marxists. Take the fcllowing two questiuns you should
ask yourself: 1) Have you ever worked ocut why there are no less
than' two versions of Perspectives, although cnly cne or twe months
separate Draft from final report?

o R S T T T R e e

R R
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And 2), have you worked cut, vhen ycu project the Perspec—
tives Thesis, why the missing link of Marxist-Humanist philoso-
phy, which has been wcrked cut for 30 years anc¢ which is always
present in both versicns, year in and year cut, remains missing
in our projection to others, while the Thesis gets reduced to
a2 guantitative mention cof the politics cf varicus global hot
spots?

;
¥
B
:
b

To fully grasp what we must work cut -- that is, the why
of cur near-neglcoet of Marxist-Humanist philosorhy -- we nust
take a new, much deeper Jive intc the Ilarx Centenary tcur when
we had ccmpleted what we called the trilogy of revolution, with
the very distinctive Chapter 12 of hesa Luxemburg, Women's Li-
Leration, and Marx's Philosophy of Revoluticn, in which we fi-
nally summarized nct only Marx as a tctality, but Marxist-Human-
ism as the "now becinnings" of Loth Hegel's Absclutes and Marx's
archives for cur age. That is where the humus for this ycar's
Perspectives ha¢ actually been posited.

Dialectic methodclcogy, even where almest fully understcod,
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has hardly bLeen practicec by a2ll of us in News & Letters --
in the report articles as well as the essays =~ in pamphlets
both as we have hecrd others speak for themselves and as we
related to thcse voices in the way we had projected the tri-
logy to them. Are we fully prepared to project the new book
as the inseparability of the dialectics of thought as well.
as of revclution? Have we . faced the harsh reality that, un-

less that inseparability between the dialectics of thought
and of ravolution does exist, any country that does succeed
in its revolution may retrogress, since the world revolution

cannot occur at one strcke everywhere and world caritalism
continues to exist? '

1) THIS YEAR'S PROPOSAL FOR TRANSFORMING NEWS & LETTERS
INTO A BIWEEKLY CALLS FOR A NEW TYPE OF COLLECTIVITIES
IN NATIONAL AND INTERNATIOMAL TRIPS

The preparaticn for cur mest important proposal this
" year =-=- the transformation cf N&L into a biweekly ~-- is hard
and demanding and so crucial that we nced a whole year to pre-
pare the ground for that Cecisicn at our next ycar's conven-
tion. We are asking for the establishment of a special func
for that. This will Le further cxpandec¢ not only in the Fi-
nance Report, but in every report you will he hearing this
weekend. Here is what I wish to limit m¥self to:

1) to develop further the rotivating principle which will
help us Leccme practicing dialecticians, Loth in theory and in
practice, in the projection of Marxist-Humanism; anc

2) to develep the sxransion of our activity with others,
“Loth naticnally an? internaticnally, Ly projecting many trips
both here and abrecad.

I'11 begin with the second, not merely bLecause it seems
.agier {(since it is a list for others te &n), but rather Le-
cause the preposal for each of those trips is nct just for
the projecticn of Harxist-Humanisn to others Lut for our own
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self-develcpment anC, with it, the creation of ground for
proletarianizaticn,

‘Wle will have a very new kind of collectivity. next Sprlng
-— when Gary, as our young wecrker~student, Felix Martln as
cur lalkcr editcr with strong roots in Kentucky, and Olgﬂ as
Waticnal Co-Organizer and contrilbutcr to our new book on Ho-
men's Likeration and the Dialectics of Revoluticn, will try
to establish our further dialogue and activity in Appalachia,
where it is significant that the Archives were mentioned in
the review of our pamphlet, The 1949-50 Coal Miners' General
Strike and the Birth of Marxist-Humanism in the U.S., that
appeared¢ in a journal at the University of Kentucky.

Thus, the appearance of a new Spanish edition of Rosa
Luxemturg, Women's Litkcration and Marx's Philosophy cf Revelu-
tion makes important not only a trip to Mexico as the country
‘which has published in Spanish the entire trilogy, but also

because we want to werk out the ramifications of that in our
Latino work right here.

That assumes a special importance ke-
cause we have direct contact with Latino proletarians in Hew
York. This creates a further opportunity for another new kind
cf coilectiﬁity: Marcotte, who is cur co-columnist for "Work-
shop Talks,” will go with Anne, in mid-September, te make this
trip. The point is to see it not only as the projecticn of
Marxist-Humanism in general, bLut very spccifically as the
possibility of dialoque with workers there.

We aro also projecting o trip tc Spain itsclf, Mary and
Jim will have a mest challenging and difficult job there, es-
pecially since we wish to experiment on whother such Political-
Philnsophic Hotes as my analysis of the grcat Spanish demon-
strations against Reagan's visit to Bitlurg can establish to-
tally new political-rhiloscrhic contacts there.

Finally, there are twi: different ways we are thinking
about India. 1) I-was invited by Yugoslav dissidents to par-
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ticipate as a Marxist-Humanist in a Sociclogy Conference to

be held in India next year. But I cannot accept and have

turned the invitation over to Kevin. 2) We have two serious

3yﬂpathizers primarily throuch tleda's correspondence. She

now plans to continue that dialogue in person through a trip
to India next year.

T T T S AN L,V RO T T

Now then, the all-important first point, regarding our
becoming practicing dialecticians, has tc be related both to
the new kind of classes we are projecting as a combination of
workshops and thecry and for organizaticnal growth. For these
classes, there can te no separation between Marx's Marxism and
Marxist-Humanism. The ground for that is déeper digging into

the whole pericd since the larx Centenary, focusing on this
year, 1585-86.

.
o TR e e e T
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2) DBECOMING "PRACTICING DIALLCTICIANS" WITH A NEW TYPE
OF CLASSES AS WORKSHOPS BOTH IN THEORY AND IN PRACTICE

The newness of the classes as workshops is not -- I re-
peat, not -- to merely imitate an N&L editing session, anc
vet Lcth practically and theoretically, it has an affinity
to that editing session in the sense that it must relate to
a current event, proferably one that happened that very week

and yet, at the same time, alse be stecpel in history and
philcsophy.

e DA T A e 2 T L ] WLt Tt T

One feature cof editing that will enter in a new and most
important methodclegical way is the questicn of brevity. Bre-
vity is not a matter just of availallle space. Just as when
Marx used the guesticn of time as space for human self-deve-
lopment and meant ages, so brevity, which seems to Le the

e TR

aksclute cppcsite of time or ages, can he, instead, the other
side of that same wonderful vision of time as space for human
self-development, That is to say, brevity is clarity of com-
rrehension of what cne has to say, why what the Harxist-lLumanist
author wishes to ccnvey to the audience is, in fact, their cwn

5 At Y.
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overwhelming concern -~ their transformation into active parti-

cipants in uprocting the cl¢, the nresent society, and creative-
ly helping to shape a new future of human self-development. it
is that which will rivet their attenticn to "abstract philo-
sophy” in news events inseparable from that philoscphy.

This weck, for example, it wouldn't Le Bitbuiq, althdugh
that is the example I gave at the REB, and I still suggest that
it Lecume a class at the time the Spanish trip ends. This week
it would have Lecn what I did at the keginning of this talk,
very much ablreviated -- at cne and the same time, relating it
Loth as news happening and as what augurs fur the future of all
of us when histery tells us that apartheid lbecame law after the
Kllics-type of victery cver fascism. Today's Ligotted Afrikaner
is quoted as saying that there should have Leen a Hitler in
every tcwn.

In a word, there are reportorial events which shculd Le
written up as you ¢o to class, vhilc the Perspectives, which
will Lecome the context in which that reporterial event occurs,
should be a matter of discussion at the class itself, when ycu
present what ycu consider is the relevant, historiec, perspec~
tive, cven as the anti~-Reagan Spanish Cemonstration was related
te the Spanish Reveluticon. o

The classes, Ly combining thecry and practice in every
single instance, will keep us from impoesing a genaralization
such as "tco many ling articles,” just when that generalization
might give the appearance of Leiny against the rriginclity as
well as specificity and timing of revoeluticnary focrce as Reascn,
and not cnly regarding Uemen's Literation but Youth -- as was
the ease with ICa Fuller's cxcullent criginal review of Women's
Lilberaticn and the Dialecties of Fevcluticn, which instead of
focusing on Wumen's Lileraticn, focused cn Ycuth. As it happens,
this review is more rclevant today than when it appeared, le-

cause we nuw have Loth the Lerk in hand and the pessibility of

10366




S T R T s

-18~-

a News and Letters Committec on & Chicaje campus, and there-
fcre that review, long cr ctherwise, cemands intensive folldw-

through now,

Enuf! You'll not get the actual cutline of the classes
anc the syllatus before January 1986. From September to- Jan-
uvary, we must prepare the ground for the classes through cur
sales of the new, fourth kook, as founders of Marxist-Humanism,
no mattef:ﬁhat our audience's field of interesﬁ may lLe.

' 3) THE PHOCESS OF BECOMING "PRACTICING DIALECTICIANS"
IN THE 30-YEAR-LONG MARCH TO THE MARX CENTENARY TOUR
WITH ROSA LUXEMBURG, WOMEN'S LIDERATION, AND MARX'S
“PHILOSOPKY OF REVOLUTION IN HAND "

Finally, the all-impcrtant point of Lecoming practicing
dialecticians, and not only in classes but in all we do, think,
ané. project to cthers, Heretofore, in order to emphasize that
the ccncern of this ycar began before this-year's 1385~86 Per-
spectives were written, I stressed that I actually legan the
concern at a special Expanded KEB meetiny ‘on Dec. 30, 1984.

It was there that I detailed hcw the unchaining of the dialec-

tic began, as with all other revoluticnary principles, with
Karl Marx, 1843-1883; recsumed with Lenin in the periol 1914-
1923; and has for the past 30 years Leen spelled cut Ly Marxist-
Humanism for our age. In the Introduction/Overview to the

new beok this is spelled cut as dialectics of revoluticn, in-
separable from dialectics <f thought. '

Now I wish to rcll the veried tack to the larx Centenary
year, 1983, and the tcur, as that alsc was the last year we
had Denky with us. It is in that year that we had in hand
Rosa Luxemburg, Wemen's Lilgg_x;g_ti_.qq and Marx's Philosephy of
Revolution, in which the Einal twelth chapter not only summed
up Marx as a tctality, but spelled it cut for cur age in its
final secticn, "A 1980s View," as a Harxist-Humanist view,
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It was also the year when I added paragraphs after the publica-
tion that sc impressed Denby that he asked to have the added
paragraph which summed up the Black Dimension included directly
in the new Introduction to American Civilization on Prial. He
was especially happy to hear .about the Convention where
the Constitution itself was amended to include a new section
en Rosa Luxemburs, Women's Liberation and Marx's Philesophy of
revclution.

In general, I wculd say that seeing Marx's works as 2
totality, especially the "new moments" in the works of his
last Jdecade, set a new task for future generaticns to work
these cut for their age. For riarxist-ﬂumani'sm, that also
illuminated the Marxist-Humanist Archives, because it set, in
a tetally new context, what is meant Ly catching the link of
continuity with Marx's Marxism, as well as revealing that the
discontinuity of an age, a century later, is nc barrier to
catching the continuity. Marxist-Humansm's Archives demen-
strate that. It is this that was puklicly articulated on

March 21. It continues to motivate all our writings and ac-
tivities.

Let's now turn to the process of development of Marxist-
Humanism in its thrce majocr philesophic works. The movement
from practice that is itself a form of theory so predominated
Hows & Letters' first pericd of development, culminating in
Marxism and Freedom, that that work extended the expression
"movement from practice" (if going Lack into history can be
called on extension) and disclosed that it characterized human
develcrment Lefore Marx.

It is true that Marx alone rooted his entire ciscovery of
a new cocntinent of thought and of revoluticn in that movement
from below. It is clsc true that the maturity of ocur age led
us to make a catojory of that movement from practice. Hover-
theless, strange as it may scem to talk of "unconscicusness®
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-when speaking of Heyel, it is a fact that the movement from
practice ~~ in his pericd, the French Revolution -- inspireﬁ
Hegel to Lreak with all previous philosophies. It demonstrates
that the revecluticnary nature of the'dialeétic'methoddldgy}was
by nc means limitéC“to whefe Kant "stopped deaé“ in his ﬁodal—
ities. On the contrary, dialectic methodology was the way
phllosophy woulc reflect and “transcend" reallty.

It was true of the Aboliticnist actlivities, which included

John Brown and Blocdy Kansas, culminating in John Brown's at-
tack on Harper's Ferry. This, Marx concluded, signalled the
start of the Civil War in the U.S. It was Marx who had held,
in his Preface tc Capital: ™Just as in the 18th century, the
American. War of Indepencence sounded the tocsin for the Euro-
pean:middle class, so in the 19th century the Civil War dic
thefsame fcer the Eurcpean working class." (He was referring,
of course, t01the French Revolution in the first case and the

First Int'l.wWorkingmen's Association in the second.)

We discovered the movement from practice in ‘1553 when
we £irst broke through the mystical shroud Hegel had thrown
vver Absolute Idea in his mystically-expressed "unity of theory
and practice."” Out of that movement, which demonstrated it-

self as a form cf thucry, the historic-dialectic structure of
Harxism anL Freedcm was croeated,

It alsc Cictated the contoxt in which we presented Lenin's
kreak from his previous concert of the dialectic. His 1914
concept cf the revcluticnary naturc of the dialectic separated
the methodology of his attack on the Letrayal of the Second
Internaticnal from that of all other reveolutionaries, ané
governed his call fer turning "the imperialist war intc civil
war." His practice of the dialectic of thought as well as
of revclution underlined his call for a Third International.

There was an attempt Ly many of the non~Stalinist Left
to make cur new category of the "movement from practice"
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merely an "update" they ¢id not need. It took very nearly a
whole decade in which we let all the new vcices frem below bhe
heard -- from Workers Battle Automation and Freedom Riders Speak
for Themselves to The Free Speech Movement and the Negro Revolu-

" tion, the Weekly Political Letters from West Africa as well as
Notes on Women's Liberation; it tock witnessing the aborted re-
vglutions of 1968, which had operated with Coha-pendit's con=
cept of the sufficiency of catching theory "en route," to finally
force the wholly new and vriyinal development of "absclute Ne-

gativity as New Beginning."” This was finally recognized as
very far from a mere "update.”

I had, way back in 1960, written tc Herkert HMarcuse on

the Absolute Idea and liberation movements in the emergence of

a Third World. I called these "rondem thoughts” a corollary

tc Marxism and Freedcm. What I kept developing in these “ran-
dom theoughts,® not by any means all addressed to Herbert Marcuse,
was the relationship of ckjective to subjective, nction to re-
ality. T insisted that even that had not exhausted the tasks

of revoluticnaries, who must interpret Marxism for their own

age -~ that it is they who must chisel out from totality itself
a new Leginning.

It was 1973 before this was fully worked out as Philcsophy
and Revolution, from Hegel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao. That
work began with "why Hegel? Why Now?", presenting hbsolute
Negativity as Mew Beginning and thus, in the very first chapter,
hewing ocut also = "new Hegel" -- that is, this age's reinter-
pretation of Hegel that no others had done, and at the same time,

detailing seriously Marx's roots, as well as Lenin's “Shock of
Recognition.”

Part II then faced "Alternatives" —-- other revoluticnaries
such as Trotsky, and Mac as well as "Sartre, the Outsider Look-
ing In." Only after the new on the Hegelian Dialectics of our
age and only after Marx and Lenin, aid I turn te the rise of a
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"new Humanism® in East Europe and in Africa, espccially in
the writings of Frantz Fanon, in Part iII, against the back-
ground of the objective wcrlu of state-capltallsn in their
lands. Only then did we turn, in the “£inal Chapter 9, to the
"New Passions and New Forces® of the 19605. Whether as in

the first chapter of Phllosophy andaRevolutlon, or in the aca—

e e Nl
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which I prosented it +n -+he Hagel Society of

America, the pcint was that “Absolute Idea as New Beginning”
cculd not ke left in a "general® state, but had to be made

concrcte for one's own age. ‘

The events E the 1970s were by no means limited tc Nixon's
Pax Americana and the then still-continuing Vietnam War, which
shook the wurld. At one and the same tihe,'nao initiated two
absclute oprosite events in his last period -- the chaotic ac-
tivities of his Red Guards cn the one hand , and rolling out
the red carpet for Nixon-Kissinger, cn the cther. Nixon's
political horrors no souner ended than the world was confronted
by so deep and s¢ new a2 stage of gylobal cconcmic crisis that
it brought about structural changes in the so-called private
capitalist orbit., Instead of that succeeding in finally shak~-
ing up post-Marx Marxists, thecy centinued their non-comprehen-—
sion of Marx's greatest work, Capital. It is this that led to
a new pamphlet by us on "Tcday's Global Crisis, Harx's Capital,
and the Marxist Epigones Who Try to Truncate It.”

o
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. Far, however, from only counter-revolution continuing its
dominance, great new revolutionary awakenlngs were emeraing,
including the revolutionary force of vicmen's Liberation becom=-
ing a Movement, as well as new revolutionary upsurges in what
was fascist Portugal, initiated from Africa, and in the Shah's
Iran. They coincided with the transcription at long last of
Marx's Ethnclocical Nctebocks. These opened for us the "new
moments® Marx oxperienced in his last deeade, which disclosexl
a new trail from his 1880s to our 1980s. Marx's Archives, the
view of his work as a totality, revealed a new conccpt Marx
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had of cbjectivity, which included the development of the masses

in motion. . It créated a new way tc look at our Marxist-Humanist
Archives.

4)  IN SUM --

.. In sum, the 1970s called for a bLalance sheet of all post-
Harx Marxists, beginning with Engels and continuing tc cur age.
Though Engels' first book after the death cf Marx -- his Qrigin
of the Family, Private Property and the State -~ disclosed hcw
far apart were Marx's and Engels' views on the "Woman Question,”
this was by no means the cnly dialectical difference Letween
them. The nost critical and all-sided civergence was Marx's
multilincar vicw of human develcpment vs. Engels' unilincarx view,

It is true that Lenin onened a Great Divide in post-Harx
Marxism. His actual practice of the dialectics of revelution
succeeded in achieving the only successful preletarian revolu-
tion in history. Anyone who attempts to skip over that Great
bivide does it at his peril. It remains the ground, but ground

is not the whole, It is neither a sum total or totality as
new beginning for cur age.

Luxcmburg was richt in pointing to the question of the
needed new relationship of spontaneity to the Party, and in-
sisting on the uniqueness of revolutionary”demccracy continuing
the "day after” and not only the "qay before" and "day of" re-
volution. It is this question that became a focal point of
Harxist-Humanism's new work, Rosa Luxcmburg, Women's Likeration,
and Marx's Philosophy cf Revolution. Lt the same time, it be-
came clear that the question of the dialectics of the Party
was not aprrcached in full either Ly Lenin or by Luxemburg;
Marxist-Humanists were right when, [um the Leyinning, thoy
Lrcke with Lenin's ccneept of "vanguard party." Luxembureg,
tou, however, cffered no truly fundamental answer with her
céncept cf spentancity, cnce she nevertheless romained in the
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Party. Furthermore, she continuec to ke totally wrong on
the National Question in her concrete oprosition to Self-
Determination of cppressed nations, placing them as "nation-
alistic" and bourgeois. In a word, the answer cculd not Le
found by remaining cn the level only of form of organization.

Instead, the imperative need, at the very end of both a
learning experience and engaging in a new battle of ideas with
such great revolutionaries as Lenin and Luxemburg, was to grap-
£le, all over again, with that missing link .of philosophy, the
dialectic -- the dialectic of revclution, the dialectic of

thought, and The Dialectic of the Farty {the subject of our new
new-bLoock=to=be) .

That missing link had plagued post-Marx Marxism ever since
the death of Marx in 1883 until Lenin's rediscovery, at the out-
break of World War I, of Marx's reccts in the Heqgelian dialectic,
which produced the Great Divide in post-Marx Marxism, Lenin,
however, did not show the process of arriving at those great
revolutionary ccnclusicns, did not make public his Philosophic
NoteLcoks. After Marxism and Freedom, which first disclosed
the Great Divide, and after Philosophy and Pevolution, which
spelled out Aksclute Idea as New Beginning, came the latest
grappling with the dialectic in Chapter 11 of Rosa Luxemburd,
Women's Liberaticn, and Marx's FPhilesophy cf revoluticon, "The
Philoéopher of Permanent Revolution Creates New Ground for Or-
ganization,” which ended with a2 sum-up of Marx's thecry of
permanent revolution, 1843-1883, in the context of this age,
on the relationship of organizaticn tc philesophy. It dis-
closed that there was still nced cf the dialectic as Second
Negativity, as the tctal uprocting. It is that which deter-
mined the creation of the final Chapter 12 on the Trail to

the 19808, which climaxed in a final secticn, "n 10808 View."

It is necessary to re-emphasize this. It was only as
we were coming to the ccnclusicn of this work and called
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Marx's "new moments" the trail to the 1980s that we finally sum-
marized Marx's Marxism and not only Hegel's Absolute Idea both
as totality and as a new beginning for our age, as organization
and philosophy, as dialectics of revolution and of thought,

the whole of the dialectic. It spelled out, at cne and the
same time, that the catching of the continuity with Marx's Marx-
ism and seéing that the hundred-years' discontinuity between the

aycs was Marxist-Humanist continuity or the werking out of gggglg
Humanism for our age.-

It is that look at the totality of lMarx's Iarxism as new
beginning, that new luck at Marx's Archives, that alse led us
to sec the Marxist-Humanist Archives in a new way. It is this
discernment which procuced the uniqueness of the final, fourth
secticn of Chapter 12 -- "A 1980s View" -- and that prejpared
us for the extraordinary sales of Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liler-
ation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution as founders of
Marxist-Humanism on that Marx Centenary tour. Anycne who
doesn't discern the Marxist-Humanist uniqueness cf that sec-
tion can hardly he expected to sell the new Look, Women's

Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolution, not as salesper-
sons, but as founders.

It is this which determined the presentation of our Archives
as the Marxist-Humanist body of ideas at the March 21 meeting
organized by the hrchives Lilbrary at Wayne State University,
as well as the acticons that we then continued until the present
Perspectives, which found their conerete highpoint in the pro-
posal for the transformaticn of News & Letters into a biwveekly,
to Le decided upon at the next Convention.

In accclting respensibility this year to prepsre for that
new stage of Marxist-Humanism, we started, as you saw, 1)} Ly
crcating new collectivities of yuuth-worker-woman for those
naticnal and internaticnal trips, which extend our national
and international rclations; 2} Ly creating new kinds of
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classes as workshops in thecry as well as practice; 3) by
laying the ground for extending Glack relations with a new

edition of Frantz Fanon, Soweto, and American Black Thought
with a new Intrcduction.

(It delighted me especizlly to note
the excellent discussion article by Lou cn Hegel's Absolutes,

‘the type of article on the dialectic that has Leen missing. from
so-called Black Marxism Loth in the Padmore-Nkrumah-DuBois
Communist tailending and in C.L.R. James' late ccnversion to
his weird union of the opposites of Black and the West's civili-
zation he has called "Caribbean uniqueness sui genoris.") Fi-
nally, 4) Peter will next spring move to Chicago tc strengthen

the Center for that momentous decision to transform News &
Letters into a Liweekly.
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Thus we express the urgent need to uprcct the counter-
revolution, whether in the form of Botha or Reagan, sc tho-.
rcughly, thecretically and practically, that it will create

the humus for actual revelution, toward which the American
Revolution is most crucial.
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Presentation to Executive Session for
News and Letters Committees, Sept. 1, 1985
By National Chairwoman, Raya Dunayevskaya

THE SELP-THINKING IDEA IN A NEW CONCEPT OF AND
RELATIONSHIZ? TC THE DIALZCTICS OF LEADERSHIP,
AS WELL AS THE SELF-BRINGING FORTH OF LIBERTY

“vs.Dhilosophy appears as a sub-
Jjective cognition, of which
liberty is the 2im, and which
is itself the way to produce it."

"ewsit is the nature of the fact,
the notion, which causes the
movement and development, yet
this same movement is equally the
action of cognition.”

--Hegel, Philosoohy of
l.ind, paras., 576, 577

".esafter labor, from a mere
means of life, has itself become
the prime necessity of life; af-
ter the productive forces have
also increased:with the all-round
development of the individual ...
only then can the narrow horizon
of bourgeois right be fully leift
behind and scciety inscribe on
its banner: from each according
to his ability, to each according
to his needs,”

~~Farx, Critique of the

Gotha Program

. "The Power of Abstraction"

II, The Mew in This Year's Cchcept of the Dialectics

oi Leadership

THE PROCESS =~ Becoming rracticing Dialecticians as

One Projects Marxist-Humanism
vities, MNew Concept of Leadership;

Method

New Type of Collecti-
the Absclute

"The concrete totality ... is the beginning ...
for the transcendence of the ovpposition between
Notion and Reality, and the unity which is
truth, rests upon this subjectivity alone.”

—- Hemel, Science of Iogic. Vol. 2, n, 477
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THE SELF-THINKING IDEA IN A NEW CONCEPT OF AND NEW
RELATIONSHIP TO THE DIALECTICS OF LEADERSHIP,
AS YELL AS THE SELF-BRINGING FORTH OF LIBERTY

I, "THE POWER OF ABSTRACTION"

It is not only the title that is abstract and strange
but the whole context of what I will present here -~ long,

long before I come to the concrete question of the dialectics
of leadership -- is going to be abstract. In fact, I'm going
to make "pure" abstraction af the Self-Thinking Idea, a veri-
table Universal, because I wanted, first of all, to firmly es-
tablish that the Self-Thinking Idea does not ~- I repeat, does
not -- mean you thinking.

Forget what I never stop repeating in the critique
of Hegel, that it's not Ideas fioating in the upper regions
of the philosopher's heavens that "think"; it is people who
think, That is totally wrong if you are serious about tracing
the Logic of an Idea to its logical conclusisn. Therefore,
instead of any person (including what was primary to Hegel --
philosophers) thinking, I want you to face the Idea itself
thinking, i.e. developing it tn its ultimate.

At this point, remember how rarely you think some-
thing through to the end. Indeed, if yeu do follow an ab-

stract thought to the end, and if your Idea is the wrong oneé,
you will wind up sounding like an idiot. That is, c¢hinking
"in and far itself" will end up by proving that the Idea is

no Universal. But if your Idea was correct, the concretiza-
tion will prove you a genius. Ideas "think,"” not sequentially.
but consequentially, related %c other Ideas that emerge out

of higtoric ground, and do not care where all this might
lead to, including transformation into opposite,

And yet, it is precisely because it is abstract;
it's precisely because it goes to the ultimate without caring
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where this leads, that we can see what Logic does to a concrete
Idea, It is this type of Absolute Method that Hegel had in
mind as he was reaching the conclusion of the Absolute Idea,
and said all truth is Subjectivity and Subjectivity alone,

It is philosophy and not phllosopher; and if that philosophy
is revolutionary and if that Idea is the. Idea of Freedom, .
then o new Humanism will first-.arise. Then the end will re-
sult in the Self-Br:.ngJ.ng Forth of leerty.

But it took a Marx to see that. and only then could
we talk about the whole person who is not just .personality
but Subjectivity -- body, emotion, thought as.a totality .
that is bound for a new journey: the absolute movement of
becoming. It is this *“power of abstraction®™ {(that is Marx's
phrages; not mine.) that Marx introduced early in the very
Preface "of Capital on the most concrete thing of all, a Com="
- modity. ‘After introducing the “power of abstraction" in the
very Preface of Capital, before ever the reader had plunged
“fnto that most difficult Chapter I, he kept developing it fur-
ther all the way to his very last decade.
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II. THE NE¥ IN THIS YEAR'S CONCEPT OF THE DIALECIICS OF
_ - . LEADERSHIP

Our problem today is what is new in our concept of
Leadership? And what does it mean that this subjectivity alone
contalns the 'l:ruth and with it subject:.nty has absorbed objec-
tivity? It is thu new sense of objectivity —-"Human activity
itself as ob;ective (gegenstandla.che) activity", as karx put
it —- . that our age is the first to understand fullys that is,
the first to understand Marx's meaning in distinction from He-
gel's. Just try to concretize this in higtoric terms and you
will see what a hard and very nearly impossible task that is.

For example, when I first tackled the question of
Hegel's meaning of subjectivity in that sentence, I hardly went
further than clags, class distinction. I refer to the sec~
tion on "Two Kinds of Subjectivity” in the new chapter on pac
I.added to Marxism and Freedom. Since that wasn't exactly
what I meant, since what I was trying to bring in which was
new was the dlstlnction between two kinds of Marxism ---Lenin's
and dao's -- I d:.dn"l: really "prove"” that you could consider
yourself a Narxist and yet be so near the cliff that, by Jjust

the slightest deviation, you would fall right into the abyssof
a new void,

I tried again in 1969 in the letter to Richard, who
did not see the very deep gulf that existed between Herbert
Marcuse and me, That was good, but not yet good enough, as 1
was only on the threshold of Absolute Ideass new beginning...

The doubl e edge of the dzalectic is that the very
new birth which contains a new stage of production means the
perighing of ali previous stages, so that the new dialectic
can ‘start from new beginnings, new passions. new forces, new
Reason. Do not follow any post-Marx Narxists. It is true
that Lenin did return to _Hegel on the dialectics of revolution.
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None .can compare to him. But he both stopped short on the._

question of the Party, and did not let us in on the process
of his thinkingloo

III.' THE ?Rd'CbSS -— Be'éomihg Prac'bicihg Dialecticians as One
Pro;jects ruarxn.st-Humaniam ' New Type of CollectJ.VJ.ties,
New Concept of Leadership; the Absolute Method ‘

S '"Absolute Method...(means) o'u,]ectlvely uni=
" versal ... every beginning must be made from

the Absolute’ ..+ the progress is therefore.
not ‘a kind of overflow,.."

--Hegel, Sclence of Log cs Vol.2, p. 471

"The concre‘t:e total:l.ty ves 1s the beglnm.ng ses
for the transcendence of the opposition between

- . Notion and Reality. and.the unity which is truth,
rests upon this subaect:.v:.ty alone."

---Hegel, Science of Logic, Vol 2, p. 477

T

The concrete problem tnday is Organizatlon and
I.eadersh:l.p; wha-l: you have to work out is how, at one and the
..game t:.me. you cannot deviate from the princ:.ple and yet be
open to all new, obuective and sub;]ectwe developments. Let's
use thesge abstrac:l:ions as the contex‘b in wh:.ch we recons:.der
. what we ment:.oned as our main proposal on the’ BJ.-Weekly and
how we mean to prepare for it by a trip to Appelachia as well
as hexico, and to the new strike in steel as well as to Spain

and even India. And with each trip we developed a new collec-
tivity. ' ' ' '

Whatever the particular collectwity, 'all are tied
'buth with reachin;r outward and with the new concept of the

dlalectigs of leaderehip, diglectic methodology. Take the
concret'i' propesal to tranaform ﬁg into a bi-weekly next year.
Whether we embark on these national/international trips or
whether we take on the immediate task of sellmg Women's Li-
bergtiog and the Dig;ectlcs of Revolution not as saleapeople
hut as founders “of Marxist—l-fumam.sm, the need is for one more

" look at the Absolute Method as we examine the concrete tasks
listed in our Perspectives,
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Consider Marx's "new moments" in hlS laat decade
along with the new. moments - grasped at- turnlng p01nts of his
life, and here is what you will find when you think of Marx's
Archives: l) ‘When Narx decides that the accumulatlon of capi‘e
tal is not the unlversal. he doeen't mean that it is not the
unlversal in capltallsm. He does mean 1t 1s no unlversal for

_ tr:.es c'an experience other forms of development. “ But even then
he quallfles it by saying that they musgt’ do it together with

., what the’ advanced capltallst countriea do.'

2) Marx's second conclusion in his final decade was
that the revolution could actually take place first in back-
ward Russia rather than in advanced Germany.

F\

"3) The gens form of development, -he further con-
cluded, is higher as form of human 1life than class society,”

' although the former, too, showed that, in embryo, class rela-
tlons gtarted right there. And, most important of all, is
that the multilinear human development demonstrates no straight
line -="1,6,y no fixéd stages of development,  The Iroquois
women, the Irish women before British imperialism, the abori-
gines * in sugtralia; the Arabs in Africa, have displayed
greater intelligence, more equality between men and women,

than the intellectuals from England. or the USA or Australia,
or France or Germany.

Interruﬁt yourself here for a conference with Marx
on the Critique of the Gotha Program, which includes the sen-
tence that was so alive and worrisome to Marcuse in his last
decade that hé asked me what I made of that sentence on labor
belng *the nrime necessity of 1ife. Here is Marx's whole
‘ agrapht

"In a higher phase of communist society, after the
enslaving subordination of indlviduals under division
~ of labor, and therewith also the antithesis between
" mental and physical labor, -has vanishedj after
_.1abor, from,a mere means.of life, has itself become
the prime neceeaity of 1ife; after the productive
forces have -alsé increased with the all-round deve-
lopment of the individual, and all the springs of

10381




-6~

,co-operat:.ve wealth ﬂow more abundantly -- only then
~'Gan the harrow horizon of bourgeois right be fully
- vleft behind and society inscribe on its bannerss. -

from each accordmg to ms ab:.l:.ty. to each accord—
ing to-his needs LA i

ated A ok v V8 et Kl b s i s

Now le‘t's look at 'the same _u_ of new moments at
other 'burnmg points of Marx's 11:t‘e. which opened few doors :t‘ar
him and which he, in ‘aurn, oPened for a new generation- Take
“the ertzeans that Marx, in the Qzundrisge. considered as havms
experienced a greater self-development and initiative, by working

manually as well as mentally, "than evén those considered gem.uses.
1:.1_<.e, the artlet_s. .

Or turn back to when Marx flrst discovnred tha't new
continent of thought and of revolution and broke ‘with cap:.tal—
ism in 1843 and called for "revolution-in-permanence,” not only
in. order to uproot the old society, but to undergo .a "revolu~
tion in permanence® in every facet, including self-development,

When it comes to taking responsibility for the.philo-
sophy of Merxist-Humanism in this.age, when we. are aiming for
nothing short of actually helping to trarieform the objepf.h:,i_.x.e.;
international situation, here are the p,ro'blems,,we ;face: TR

Why was it that the 1905 Revolu‘t:mn, which certainly
had international impact, made Lenin most consclous of Asia,.
but "Africa,” at best, was thought of as "India"® All was the
"Orient.” If anyone thought of Egypt at all it was only be-
cause the Greeks were. there and it was -half "Mediterranean,”

. Why was it that Resa Luxemburg, so far in advance
of all other Narxists, so movingly described the Kalahari De-
gsert, Morocco, Namibia, Martinique -- but couldn't see them as
Reasonf?

Could it possibly be that all. her love for, and de—
pendence upon,; the spontaneogs unorganized maases who could
push" the leaderehip to act- i.n 8 revolutionary way meant that

Fa—
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even in that new love the vanguard concept was predominant for
leadership?
L "7 then® .
: Phllosophy is hoth more4 #and at 'the same time, total-

ly. different from. "declsz.on-making". in the cruc1a1 sense that ;
decisn.on"mak:.ng, too. is g first negativ:.ty unless self-devalop—.
ment of the individual means Q,L individuals. G e
ok :-' In the cbhcrete. that would mean that when we, in
our classes, bring in a phildsophic question to be discussed, we
do not reduce that to decision-making, even though decision-mak-
ing is an indispensable preliminary to the self-development that

is individual responsibility for philosophy, preliminary to erup-
tion of actual revolution.

Or take the question of the preparation for trans-
forming N&L into a bi-weekly, and together with it the *nitty-
gritty“, most concrete question for all -- the special fund.
That is actually the greatest determinant as to whether we do

know how to sell the book, not as salespeople but as founders of
Marxis‘b-HumaniBmu .

The sharpest expression of theory is methodology =~
and let's never forget that methodology is the result of the
complex interaction of 1) socisl base: 2) theoretical analysis
and practical activity, and 3) the struggles with rival tenden-
cieg and rival methodologies.

The point about all ol these concrete tasks outlined
for this year {(and some for next) is that they must be tested
by the Absolute Dialectical dMethod. The question of the new

new-book~towbe on *The Dialectics of the Party” and, most impor-
tant of all, the real historic-philosophic beginning of the cen-
tury-long-delayed outline Marx sketched for future generations
in his Critique of the Gotha Program must be tested by the Ab-
solute Method, Then we will actually be expressing what that
dialectics of "the Party” as well as the dialectics of the revo-
lution are leading to -- a new, truly human soclety.
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The 1nterpenetration of ph:.losophy. orga.nlzation.
self-developmen‘t would ‘result in hunanity tself developlng its
full: potentiaI.‘ "I'he development of _g,_]_.__ hulgn facul‘biea assurc_es
the - hi.r‘l:h o a new man. a new wuman. new you‘th, and'bf ‘bhe class-
less, non-racist, non=gdxist seciety, "¢ < - - C

~= Raya Dunayavska
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