


Report by Rays Dun-yevekaya, Neotional Chairwom~n of News and

Letters Committees, to Meeting of Exprnded Resident Editorizl
Bosrd, December 29, 1935

NE7 BEGINNINGS TH"T DEIE ITERVINE THE END

I. Introduction: The thole »nd its Parts

The Lebor Day Plenum of News »nd Letters Committees this
yezr coincided 7ith the time -+hen the Bl-~ck majority's contxnuous
revolts in South Africs succeeded in so shzking Seuth Africa's
#oartheid ruling regime that it savegely plunged into undeclared
Civil “7=r =2gainst the unarmed m2iority. This, in turn, only suc-
ceeded in meking translucent to the whole world the dsuntless cour-
~ge of the Blsck messes in this cenfrontztion. The internation=1
imp~ct is deepenlng. The solidarity of the world masses with the
*frican Preedom Fighters is not zlone with their bravery but with
the goals, the philosophy, of their revolutinn. The r-mifications
of that tyye of sol 16=-r1ty led to the "shack of recognition” thet
th=t viszge of Hitler is by no means limited to South 2frice's
Botha regime. R3ther, th=t visesge charecterices stste-cepitalism,
£rom Russi= tn the U.£., especirlly Rergan's U.S. with its zpolo-

getics for Both» that Resg=n has the 921l tn call "*~ctive con-
structive eng~gement."

The presence of Hitler's vis=ge in =11 stzte-crpit=list im-~
perislisms became pivotal to Morxist-Hum-nist Perspectives for
1985-86. 1t determined the Oct. Lead article in News & Letters,
“The undeclered rnd ongoing civil war in South A frier," which
folloved the Lebor Dey Plenum propos=) tm trznsform Mews & Letters
inte # birreekly th-t would continue to be insep>r:ble from our
philosophic chrllenge to »11 post-Marx Marxists. Object:.vely
and subjectively, the need JS to continuously concretize Mrrx's
Humenism for our ~ge. The "ne'+ moments" Marx experienced in his
1ast deceAde made clerr tha fol 1(\'71!'“3- Jnet sg Marv'g 1044 pro-
jection of » "me'r Humrnism" indic-ted what M=rx's Marxism would
be 2g » tnt2lity -- the newness =nd vision nf p~ths to revolu-
tion ~- so the 1380s left = tr-il for the 19%0Cs, including what
we nov c=1l the Third “7orld »nd its rel-~tionship to the devel-
oped *lest. It is the t-sk of Mzrxists to concretize the rels-
tionship of theory/prrctice and do so on the brsis of specific

objective situations. Let us ex~mine 'sHether '7e did so in the
1580s.

The 30-Year Retraspective/Perspective of Nes & Letters™
mesns to show the insep~r-bility of Perspectives out ‘of retro-
spective, from the very birth of N~rxist-Humenism in the U.S
It means to influence our supplement-1 contribution to the

ath g

1 Part I =ppesred in MsL, July 1985, 2nd P~rt II in NsL, Nov. 1985,
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trchives? ot the beginning of 1986. 1In re-ex~mining wh-t is still
missing from the 30-Yerr Retrospective/Perspective thet I haven't
vet finished, I beceme nevly cenccious of 211 the new this half-
deczde hss gign~lled for Mrrxist-dumsnist development, from the
revelstions thet Marx‘'s Ethnologicsl Notebnoks had introduced in-

to today's world, to the July 1980 Draft Derspect:.ves Thesls
whose title w=>s "Tomorrow is Not.

Indzed, the 1ssue of Nevs & Letters, J*n.-Feb 1980, on
Rosgz LuXemburg, w=s actually the second of the dr~ft ch=pters
published of gggj_gpagmburg,-lgmen s leerﬂtlon. and Marx's Phil-
osophy of Revolution, which 2n-lyzed the new of Marx's moments
which none of the post-Marx Msrxists knew =bout, o6r did znything
rbout when they did knov. For M:zrxist-Humznism, hewvever, the
fundementz1 chenges could be seen in the very new News & Letters
mesthe~d, “"Theory/Practice," which »1so replsced the title of
the "Two "lorlds” column, That same first ye=r of the 1980s News
& Letters had been o thrnrough in recognizing the new in the
Black Miami uprising” that we centered nmur whole analysis of
the new stage nf “he Black tavo't on what was c=lled the "little .
shorties," the 1l-, 12-, »nd l3-year-old Bl-ck youth who rejected
the estrblished Bl-ck le=dership. It is the present zctivity of
South 2fric-'s "children's revolution" that h»s both further il-
lumin-ted our =n2lysis of the Miami shorties ~nd showed how

deep 'vrs Mrrxist-Humenism's relntlonshlp to 2z=ni2 -nd to the
secmnd United Ft-tes.

In the s~me June 1930 Ne'/s & Letters th~t crrried our 2n-
of the Mirmi rebellion, in exsmining other revolutionary
we also crrried Olg= Dom-nski's ess~y-summrry of » de-
c~de of ‘lomen's Liber=tion c=1lled "Jomen's Liberztion in fezrch
of » Theory.” 1In - word, the conclusinn of the 30-Yerr Retro-
spective/Perspective discloses the nev of th=t 1980s decrde,
fince our 1980 pamphlet on 25 Ve=rs of M~rxist-Hum~nism in the
U.S., in 2ll fields of Mzrxist-Hum-nist an>lysis that definite-
ly " both p~rzllels ~nd projects further the essence of the Dizl-

ectic -- the rel-tionship of the objective situ~tion to sub-
jectivity »s philosophy of revolution.

rlyses
forces

3 “4a Ray- Dunryevskay~ Collection, “'ayne ft=te University Ar-
chives of L:=hor =nd Urben 2ffrirs, Detroit, MI 4B202. The
Guide to the Collection is -~v=il:=ble from News & Letters.

Mews & Letters contrined no less th~n four rn-lyses: Chorles
Denby's Jorker's Journzl column, "Fires of Mismi Expose Truth
of Reecism, USA" ~nd John 21lsn's Bl=ck-Red Viev column, "Reage
in Misami," June 1980; the Leed ~rticle in Oct. 1980, "From
opl-ond to Micmi: Mossaes -s Rertson" (excerpts from the 1980~
81 Perspectives Thesis): as -7ell 2s being included in the
last section of the p=mphlnt (Serlallﬂed in N&L) on 25 Yegz;
of Hrrxist-Hum-nism in the U.0.: 2 History of
lution~ry Developments.
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The nev Introduction to the 1986 edition of the Frant=z
f2hon, foweto nd "meric=n Bl-ck Thought pemphlet, »s weil =s
the new collectivities for the trips to Appslzchi~, Mexico,-
£p3in, #*nd perhrps Indir, ns vell #s the supplements to the Ar— .
chives: 2all -re integral to the ro-d to - bi-reekly News & Let-
ters.  Our discussion tod-y will *1so include these. four brief..
reports: Olga Dom-nski on Finznces; Micheel Connolly on 4x- -
chives and o'rtjen_i-v.:tion: Eugene *lalker on the Biweekly; eand - ..
Lou Turner on Frantz Penon, Soweto »nd Americen Blzck. . Thought.: -
Here ‘it is necessrry tn concentr=te on the Jorkshop/Classes~to-
be, »nd therefore I turn to the second part of this rsport, i.e.
the Prospectus or £yllabus. .

- % N *
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The DJ.c_lECn.-lC Iethod znd the “Jorkshop/Cl-sses on Current
‘ Everts

fo nev zre our Torkshop/Cl-sses, not just for ourseves, but
becruse of the kind of workshops Mrrxist-Humenism h»s in mind,
th=t ph1losoph1¢ lly »s well ~s concretely they are tot-lly new.
You will ‘Become prazcticing dJ.V.lect:.c;_?ns 15 we probe the objec-
tive devqlbpments *nd see th~t while the medi» gives you whet
h=2ppened, ‘it ‘doesn’'t give you the me=ning objectively end sub-
jectively -- #nd that is true both of the reporters =nd the so-
c~1lled =n=zlyticsl commentariss.

BT T T S T R

To grzsp the mezning, objectively ~nd subjectively, you
need to have internrli-ed wh=zt M=rx mernt by history-in-the-
meking., Neturslly -~ though not out of whole cloth -- erch gen-
eration does berr the responsibility for hov histnry is sheped
&#nd re-chaped in its age. Di»lectics discloses, if you probe
deeply, the process of development, objectively znd subjectively.

The me=ning of the event is grounded in the event itself;
your method of exsmining it is not just s = single event or
one which you judge in » qu-ntit-tive wry only, but in its to-
tzlity, in its clcss rel~tionships, “where esch clzss h2s =n 2im
of its own. Rulers m2ke herdlines hecruse of their power to
exploit »nd destroy; it is thet militsiy might thei seeks to
terrorize people, to m*ke us believe th~t our fzte is in their
hands. In truth thst is not so, ~nd Method rill help us see
the truth. Di~lectics shows the nothingness of sccomplishment
=t the Rergsn-Gorbechev summit. It '7=s made to 2ppe~r -Ss 7©
gre=t mchievement but, in truth, the glob-i1 crises thzt hasve
brought the rorld to the edge reveal thrt the two Behemoths

ware simply not yet resdy to lmunch # nucle:r holocrust 2t this
moment. €o they smiled.

l

R 1 g kb o S Lok £

Methodology h»d us probe the process of » concretely de-
veloping siturtion which led us to the philosophic principles
of being 2nd nothing. This h=s nothing to do with the Szrtrean
expression of Being znd Nothingness. Hegel's dirlectic princi-
ple of being =nd nothing does not end w7ith that a2nnouncement
of those two opposites. The Hagelizn di-loctic peinted to be-
ing 2nd nothing BECOMING.

ety

Whet M-rx did with "becoming" wa2s to develop the reletion
of actual clrss struggles. This led to ne’ unities of opposites
orossing different n-tion~1 bound=ries. In our age M~rrxist-Hu-
manism disclosed the duslity in the Absolute »nd developed that
into » new rel-tionship of przctice to theory. This is ~7het we
want to concretize, vtork out, in the six projected Torkshop/

ﬂ‘eeuaa
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. It is import»nt thst the primry remorter in esch of the
six classes wekes the r2port no wore then h~1f an hour (with
the sole exception of the first, becruge thet one neads »1lso to
develop this Introduction to the thole saries =5 wall -=s the
first “orkshop/Clzsg)., The other reportar in each session
m=kes his‘her renort in only 15 minutes -- 2nd doas not sperk -
directly after the first reporter, but during the discussion.
The »udience must have =n opportunity to psrticipste in res-~
ponse to the first report. - Both reports must he on = tonpic

of the d2y -~ znd that 3>y should be no later thzn within the
week preceding the class.

Ezch workshop 7ill need to study the d=ily press insep-
2rzble from the source »nd princioles. It is the source and
principles that set the direaction of the approzch to the neuws.
It is true thrt we rpproach = current event not in =n sbstrzct
mznner, but concretely. Concrete, hoever, is not just immed-
iacy or 2ppesrnnece, but essance which flows from Concept -~
wh=t to Hegel »nd iirrx tas comprehensive /concrate. Precisely
because the mesning of the event is seen to be imbedded in
the event itself, it drzws the =2udience into participrtion.

To comprehend 2 mezning in the concrete event, a meaning the

2udience mey not have seen when it w=s just 2 hezd@line in the
newspeper, can “transform” listenasrs into perticiprnts. This,
too, is the purpose of the clzzses 2s workshops. The mzin re-

porter is to bring to the session one or two p=ges on vhzt has
been happening.

The source =nd principles 2ra thrt giva mesning to the
event as well =s understanding of MNerx's concept of history-
in-the-msking znd your own practice 2s dizlectici»n to develop
it for our age. It is for this rerson that T wa=nt to congider
as required reading the 1C-yezr sum-up of Perspectives thzt
Eugene wrote, "Methodology of M=rrist-Hum=nist Perspectives,
1975-1985," the sections of which encompiss Str-te-Crpitalism;
Marxist-Humanism: ?bsolute Idsr :g New Beginning; The Third
orld =nd the Blsck Dimension.

Finally, rs you will see in & minute in the first Jork-
shop/Clzss, e wont to pay o good dezl of =tiention to tha ex-
pression "in the 2ir." Th=t is to sy, what is "in the 2ir"
when 2n objective event compeles - philosopher to so-czlled
“znticipate" an event that hesn't yet hrppened. That is whet
we hope to =zchieve vrith these "Jorkshop/Classes, 2s.we a2re pre-
occupied with the concrete, the concrete, the concrate. Hold
tight to Method =t I concreti~z the first “lorkshop/Cless.

4

10497




~5-

FIRET JORKESHOP /CLA LS :+ TEE REAGAN-GORB® CHEV SUMMIT AND THE BLACK
DIIEASION  (The Third “orld th~t wssn't

invited) '

The first “'orkshop 'is not to toke off only from the Edit-
ori~l in the December issue of BxL (even though thet w=sg writ-
ten zs the summit weos occurring). ' Though the Editoriz1 did
tske into considerztion the fact that the person who was mot a-
mong those listed principal participsnts —- ‘leinberger -- wasg”
the one who re2lly set the line through the Rezgan-plznned 4
"lezk," what is needed is to philosopr.icz1ly comprehend the ob-
Jdective siturtion, the masses making history, the undeclared
civil war in farawry South Africe. ’

This is cuintessentisl hecause it is important to not
be diverted by se=ing opposite nations ta tking, even vhen they
are as far apart zs the U.S. =n@ Russia. The rhsolute opposite
is within e~ch country -- the m2sses 2gainst the exploiter-
rulers. It is the dissetisfaction of the mosses with their
conditions of lzbor, with their lives in their respective coun-
tries, and it is the birth of the Third “Torld in particulsr
that =re the resl vivots,

Even if we %new the secret, so-cmlled unrecorded "par-
sonal" talks between Rergen 2nd Gorbachev, wa would not know
what motivated them if we were bereft of Marx's dizlectical
enalysie of histoxy-i —the-mzhiing, ror exzmple, whether or
not enything wes mentioned by the two Behemoths sbout South
aAfricas, the rulers:® pPreoccupation ves the dissatisfaction of
their masses at home, znd far, for nvay was the Third Torld
that, to them, wss silent. put in truth the Third Jorld sooke
loudly =nd elexrly; it didn'e wish to tie its fate to either
one of the two nuclesr poles of cepitalism, Thzt is %o s=y,
that wzs “"in the =ir," kept developing, ond is ongoing.

Philosophy is needed to penetrate that. Let's exzmine
what is Method. Dizlactic Methodology is primsry to any sub-
ject. The point is that 2ny so-called "simpla" event hes o-
risen out of something passt 2s well =5 the prasent, 2nd is
"in the =2ir" 2s somo possible future we do mot yet know,

Let me give you » concrete philosophic example. Tzke
"Being and Nothingness" in the subject e are discussing,
the Rergan-Gorbachev summit. 1In analyzing both wis t w25 pub-
lished of their t2lks ~nd whet was left absolutely blank, as
well zs what hadn't yet emerged fullblown even from thé ob-
jective situavion, let's examine vhat philosophy 2s rnchor
(or rather, as 2ttitude) would h:ve vou probe. TFirst, rcrhat
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do you have in the bzck of your minc when you write s brief two
pages for the peper; then, axnend,

work it out in full, =fter
discussions with the Jorkehop/Cless 2nd 1lster with yourself,
=8 ~n essry for the future.

A
QT T

o VR,

o B s Ve B

The co-existence of to different "systems" could be seen
in their true state -- as merely different forms of world stote-
capitalism. hat was pushing »t Resgan =nd Gorbachev to smile
w2g the concrete crisis in esch one's country revezlad by the
dissatisfaction of the messes in their countries znd the con-
tinuing unrest in 511 of the Third Jorld, clim=xed by whet is
happening in the most "steble" (i.e. militsrized) country in
the world -- South Africa.

e

The visage of Hitler is projected not only in zpzrtheid
touth Africa but in 211 the countries. Just =s e now see that
the stage of automated =nd robotized ¢zpitzlist oroduction has
produced 2 permanent army of the unemployed, so whot is new
since the 1950s is the energence of =z Third Jorld as » mersure
of the whole world, That mesns the m=sses of the globe. That
the rulers will never understznd is that it is not they but
the messes in revolt who are the absolute opposite who will
win. Those mzsses have not h:d their £finz1 sey., They will not
stop their ravolt until their ravolutioncry struggle and pas-—
sion for truly nevw human rel:tions has become rezlity.

READINGS: 1. 1954 Editoriz) on Guztemsls (reprint?d in Guzte-
m=1lon Revolutionsries Spe~%)
Footnotes 17 =2nd 165 in first (1957-58) edition
of Mzrxism and Treadom. (Se= fept. 1957 post-
script 2t end of Introduction to first edition)
Jorkers Battle “utomstion by Charles Denby (1960)
1924 edition of Netion-lism, Communism, Merxist-
Humenism snd the 2fro-Asien Revolutions

£ECOND roS THE STRTE OF THE UNLIUN DND MARYC'S
CRITIJUE OF THE GOTHR PROGRAM

a ~11 know thst in Jznusry the President hes to deliver
what is celled the State of the Union zddress. A1l mediz pun-~
dite -- economists s well =s politici-nes -- also sum up the
yesr and try to see into the next. Statistics continue very
ne>rly endlessly through Jenuzry =»nd into Faebrusry.

Ve will consider them =s we ponder the headlines of the
week, But to rezlly embrrk on one's task s a revolutionary
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worker-student-youth theorstici=n, we need to turn back the clock
over 2 century to whzt mey seem irrelevant, ‘but will be = pro-

found illumination of todzy -- iirrx's Criti~ue of the Goths Pro-
gram,

In thzt work, Merx (in whri he callad "Mrrginal Notes")
commented on the proposed union of "M:rxists" (Eisenachists)
znd Lassallesns thet wes being founded to fight Prussian over-
loxrds. Bismzrck's Germeny w+s in its most reactionary period
following the “thite Terror .of the first counter-revolution in
France agzinst the first attempt for » workers' republic, the
Fsris Commune. Go new were the truly new humen reletions e~

merging in the Pzris Commune -- with the women having been the
first to sound the alzrm and tzke up a2rms, 2s well zs with men
working out production relations in so new = form thet Merx
made "its own workihg existence" = beacon for all future at-
tempts to creste z new society.

This session will be esnacizlly difficult both for the
reporters 2nd for the a2udience itself, precissly hecsuse every
one of us without exception has views on this, znd there :re a
multiplicity of Left tendencies who =re all Pgainst Rezgan but

refuse to discuss the topic of wh=t they ere for.

Yot this is precisely whet lMarx tazlked sbout in those
Merginzl Notes. IL is the [irst time ever that ldarx wrote
enything resembling = so-called party program, not limiting
it to immediate togks, much lers the existing situation, but
insisting on projecting what communism would be after the
overthrow of bourgeois society. Just as on the rmestion of
women, who are supposedly not mentioned but are actuzlly so
pivotal to his thinking that hz dismisses the L2ssallean pro-
poszls 2s “bourgeois twaddle," so the youth 2re 21lso not men-
tioned directly znd yet 2re 2ctuzlly st the center of his
thought. The method m-kes you see thezt the whole auestion of
what follows ofter tha overthro is zimed 2t the new geners-
tion of revolutionsries, not the older Socizl Democrstic
lezders he is sending the Notes to.

READINGF: 1. Lez2d in NsL, Decembexr 1945, by Olga Domenski,
“Sprezding U.5. strikes resist ‘two-tier society,
pose cuestions®
Summztion of State of the Union in regulsr press
Marx's Critique of the Gotha Program
Chopter 9 of Philosophy and Revolution, “Mav
pzssions and New Forces”
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THIRD “WORKFHOP/CL'7{: THE POST~JORLD ""PR II JORLD: LATIN AM-
ERICA 'S NEYW TYPE OF WORKER-PEASMANT REVO-
LUTIONS (Its world remific=tions c=ll
for = -look hzck to fpain, 1937)

although whzt I =m going to say now is Jjust for keeping
in the back of your mind, the mathodology points us-to the re-
lotionghip of something in the movement from prectice thet sig-
nslled the new 2s not only 2gainst capitalism but also agzinst
the so-called Communism in Russiz. It waes the 1937 Revolution
in Sp2in. It made for a kind of new Divide in the 1930s not
only in fpain but projected to the whole worid, espscislly Let-
in Pmerice which wes not tied to Russi@ in the first stzges of
revolt. : ‘

?» multi-foceted spontaneity emerged th=t laid the ground
for a new generation of revolutionzries =2nd, =t first, even
united the meny nctive tendencies from anarchism to socizlism.
Though soon the globszl outre=mch of €t=linism twyith its murder-
ous :ttscks on dissidents wested nwoy that sponteneity, it re-
mains 2 task for this generstion to work out its full dimen-
sion, 25 it definitely will illuminate the whole problem of

the diaslectic of the "Party."

“Thether it =g the Dzbs or Lincoln brigades in the
U.5, or the very first nationalirrtion of the oil industry in
texico, there wzs, =nd continues to be, 2 very, nars and histor-
icz1l alternctive to both the trrnsformation in Oopposite in
Russis 2nd 2 new stage of capitzlism born out ef Depression,
i.e. state-capitzlism, welfore stzte, co-prosperity sphere.

Relate hov this impscted on the wny we were ko work
out stzte-crpitrlism as the -sorld stege of capitrlism, of
which £talinism -72s but the Russian name.

aAlthough this is kept in the b~ck of your mind, the
central point of Latin Americs is the new opposites brought
on by the Bolivizn Revolution, on the one hecnd, 2nd Pex am-
ericena on the other, 211 the w2y to El Selvador &nd Nicera-
gua in the 193Cs. Rerg'n le3xves no doubt in znyone's mind
that his view of P-¥ Lmericzn= :rill make hezdlines through-
out 1986 =5 he continues his m2d pursuit to overthrow the
Nicsraguan Revolution.

READINGS: 1. Lezd in N&L, M=y 1978, by Eugenes I 1ker, "The
L:tino struggle unites freedom fighters in

[ - - :
Forih #nd South hmerict™
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Assry by Peter "Termuth on Bolivia

The whole 1930s period in the John Dwyer Frchives
Collection

Two Politiczl-Philosophic Letters of Rey? Dunayev-
skeye :  "The Lztin American Unfinished Revolutions”
(1278} ; and "Grave Contrsdictions in the Iran'ian
Revolution" (1979)

"The Peasent Diménsion in Latin Americe® by Mi-
chzel connolly and "Letin dmerics: Revolution

end Theory"” by Eugene “¥alker in Latin America's
Qevolutions: TIn reality, in thought

FOURTH JORKFHOP/CL~&f: THE POCT-"TORLD 7AR II “JORLD: REVOLUTIONS

IN EAST EUROPE FROM UNDER TOTELITARIAN
COMMUNIEH

The point here is to shovw how totally new events, that
become what philosophically would be cnlled cztegories, actu-
21ly are grounded in what is magnificent ahout Dizlectics -~
whether that be Dizlectics in Thought alone {or maybe I should
say where the objective situation, especially the revolution,
is not openly seen as » determinzte):; or whether th-t be ‘/here
both philosophy »nd revolution rre dezfinitely s=en rg dater-
minste, s in Marx (but that wss the 1Sth century, not toh_y, .

For Lenin, in 1914-17, di=lectiecs ©7g¢ the determninzte
in defining not only the voliti cs of being against both im-
perizlism and Second Intern=tionsl soci~lism, but 1917 =s the
szctual concretizstion of the di=lectics of revolution. Cen-
£r=l, howevar, is peither 1917 nor 1937 but the three dec=des
from the 1950s to the 1930s -vith dzily he=zdlineg¢ on new forms
of worker-opposition, from the birth of folid~rnosc in Po-
1rnd to the ongoing underground ravolts zs they zre related
to nev points of cognition -- -nd to such betrcyals =s Xoln-
kowski's -'riting, when he vrs in Poland, "Tov=rds = Mrrxist-
Humsnism,” but =dharing in the 1930s to the new Resgsznism, =3

seen in his coming lecture (in June) -t the University of
Chiczgo.

REXDINGS: 1. Ch=pter 3 of Philosophy »nd Revolution, "3t~te
Crpitrlisn ~nd the E=st Eurovesn 2ewo Lts"
2. Chrpter 12 of Ros> Luxemburg, "lomen's LJ.ber*tJ on,
=nAd lirx's Philosonhy of Rewvolution, “"The Lrst
Writings of Marx Point a Tr=il to the 1980s"
3, *Introduction =2nd Overview"™ of Women's Libexz-
tion and the Dizlectios-of Revolution

U |
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4. Chapter 5 of Kevin Anderson's Thesis, The Dialectical
fociology of focial Change: A Study of Lenin and
Hegel, "Lenin’'s References to Dialectics, 1914-1923"

3. Response by Dunayeveksys to Peter Bergman's discus-
sion of “Why Hegel? */hy Now>", in N&L, Nov. 1974

FIPTH WORKSHOP/CLASS: REVOLUTIONARY JOURNALISM AND THE ABSOLUTE
METHOD: NEWS & LETTERS

The combination of the 30-Year Retrospective/Perspective
and Eugene Walker's "Methodology of Msrxist-Humanist Perspec— -
tives, 1975-1985" will set a good foundation for what can only
be worked out gver anew, deily. (Yes, you not only have to -
imagine that Nei's & Letters will become » bi-weekly but how
daily reading and analyzing of the press leads to the projec-

tion of the philosophic revolution thet initiated the 30-years
of the post-World Wer II world.)

‘This will be a certsin type of summstion and concreti-
zation of what we have done thus far when our need has been
to express events ss they happen znéd the attitude must. be
that to get the full me=ning one must turn to it philosophi-
cally. You will be surprised a2t how many new things sare seen
in the same event, depending on the relationship it has to
history, to our other writings, zs w=ll 2s to what we are try-
ing to project for the next year.

Look Ag2in a2t Women's Liberztion and the Dizlectics of
Revolution: Re=ching for the ZTutures, not as a whole but sin-
gling out sometling like the 1950 zrticie on the miners' wives,
as written when the strike happened =2nd =s seen in relationship
to the 1969 article that precedes it in the book, written when
the category of "Woman 2s Reason" was created, as well as in
relztionship to the article "Merk's 'New Humanism' 2nd the
Dialectics of omen's Liberation in Primitive and Modern Soc-
ieties,” delivered during the Merx Centenary, 1983, and re-
printed in the international-Yugoslav dissident philosophic
journal Praxis. Try to do the s’me thing in relztionship to
something you have written, whatever period you choose, rela-
ting it to what you think about the szme subject now.

RE®DINGS: 1. News & Letters =t » turning point in esch decade
-~ one issue from each deczde, the '60s, '70s,
'80s. wWhat is decisive is not a single article
but the paper as » whole.
Eugene Walker's esszy on "Methodology of Marxist-
Humanist Perspectives, 1975-1985"
tiichcel Connolly's essay, "when Archives are not
‘Past, but are Living," in Dialectics of Revolu-
tion: Americen Roots and World Bumanist Concepts
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the Absolute and the Absolute still remsined an abstraction,
Marx had dug out from the process of objective development that
the class instinct of the proleterist is so profound that, if
revolutionary theoreticians single it out, that proletar%én in-
gtinct will release, liberate, the theoreticisn to work/dut. to
its logical conclusion fully, objectively znd subjectively. Di-
glectic philosophy makes it possible to anticipate the future '
i.e. develop # new relationship of theory to practice. That was
Marx's transformztion of Hegel's revolution in philosophy into

a philosophy of revolution. It could not be done unless it was
rooted in the practice from below.

Marx proceeded in his lzst decade to call attention to
his substantial a»dditions to the French edition of Capital ~-
especially on the Fetish'™Mof Commodities in Chapter I, and in
the-last Part on the Accumulation of Capital. At the szme time,
remember this is the period after the Paris Commune, when he
vrote his Critioue of the Gothz Program; studied what was then
a "new science," Anthropology, especially Morgan's Ancient Soc-~
ietys and wrote his Ethnologicsl Notebocks. From all of this

he drew the following conclusions zbout what we now call the
Third World:

1} "he muitiline-r vies of hum n davelonment r2ve:21s -~
whethey in the Iroruois in the U.7,, or in the "orients) Com-

mune,* or the HYestern pezs=ni -~ thr% there =r= other o ths
to revolution: ’

~ 2} The pe-s-nts ~n? the women sxe revolutionzry forces
25 well 2g the nroletarisk,

3' Revolution may come first in a backwesrd 1lznd like
Russia before the advanced “est Europe.

Standing on Mzxx's Merxist ground and resson for 2 nevw
relationship of theory to prectice, Merxist-Humanism saw in
the new moments of Marx in the 1880s 2 trail to the 1980s,
our tasks begin there, but that is not where they end. It
is the todayness that has to be worksd out znew in ezch e-
poch, rooted in the concretencss of the new age. Thet can-
not be anticipated; it must be worked out anew by the new
generation of revolutionaries. That is vhat we aim at in
al) these Workshop/Clzsses,

It is this which I want to sum up briefly so we can
define our immedizte tasks for ¢ bi-weekly. The sum-up will
take us from the first workshop on the two opposite current
events -- the Reagan-Gorbachev summit and the headlines zbout
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m2y be hard for revolutionery dizlecticians to projact to those
who never lasave go of fired Prrticulars, 2s we long a2go found
out with the theory of state-capitnlism. As Hemlet's father

told Hemlet regarding his mother who married his murderer:
Leave her to hezven,

As for me, I have to admit that I had to work out Ch. 12
even before I had it on paper as = chapter, even hefore, indeed,
I could complete the preceding Ch. 11, “The Philosopher of Per-
manent Revolation Creates New Ground for Orgonization."

For the present, in this sixth Workshop/Clzes, we zre
limiting ourselves to how what we have projected in these ses-
sions is to be expressed journslistically and philosophically
a2t the s2me time, What Merx called “"Msrginzl Notes" were not
only organizational but philosophic. They were the only place
where Marx concretely projected 2 communist society. Though
that is exactly wh-t we begen tockling with Ch. 12 of Ros: Lux-~
emburg, Women's Liberation, »nd Merx's Philosophy of Revolution,
it will not be fully developed until T have worked out the new
book. What relates directly to the Workshops/Classes is our
concept of new forces of revolution, not only workers but pea-~
ssnts, not only the generic msn but Men/Women, and most piv-
ot2l of 211, youth as a new generation of revolutionsries
which is not burdened with as meny birthmsrks of the capitzl-
ist society from which we 21l emerge.

RE?DINGS: 1. Dinlectics of Liberztion {not to be consider=d for
this session zlon=) which contains both the sum-
maries of Hegel's major works and my “Letters on
the absolute Idez" s well a2s "Lecture Notes:
Lenin on Heqel's Science of Logic”

Ch2pter 1 of Philosnnhy and Revolution, "Absolute
Kegativity 2s ¥ew Beginning"

Chapters 11 znd 12 of Rosz Luxemburg, Women's
Liber~rtion, »nd trrx's Philosophy of Revolution,
"Tha Philosopher of Permonent Revolution Creaates
New Ground for Crgsnization" and "The Lest Wri-
tings of Marx Point = Trail to the 1980s"

Part II of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's
Journz1, by Charles Denby

"Introduction and Overview" of Women's Liberztion
and the Dialectics of Revolution: Reaching for
the Future

New edition of Frentz Fenon, Sfoweto and American
Black Thought
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Return to the 3eginning: The Par=llelism of 1953-55 o

.1983-35 ¢ Cetngor:-.e..., Tendencies, the Objsctive ‘Torld

Whzt I hrvea't talked =hout (~n?d Aidn't exwect to) is our
ovn philosophic Aevelopment in tha context of the sctu-l evénts
th=t were occurring (1) when -2 were still bound to the 0ld or-
gzniz=tion, 1953, @ when ¢ l-unched Neus & Letters, 1955;
znd- {2) the tvo yezrs since the Mzrx Centen~ry, 1933-%5.

The persllelism kept mysteriously hovering in the brck-.
ground »s I wrote the Dac. N&L Editorisl on the Resgzn-Gorbzchev
summit. It =poerrad mgmin s T met with Lou Turner to rarri e
the n=2w Introduction to Frznt~ Fanon, ¢oweto =nd *mericszn Bl-ck
Thought. Lou then reiterated his previous .provos=1 th»t, in
tddition to the new Apnendiy on Negritude by Depestre zn? Ngugi,
he favorad znother Eppendix, or perhaps 7e should czll it other
thzn an 2opendix; in Any csse, it must include the jerxist-
Humrmigt vier, such =5 my Politic~l-Philosephic Letter on Gren-
2d=, and evan pr rt of our 19°5 9% Percsnectives Thesis

At thet noint —- a month 2go -- whrt te A besn hovering
in the bzckground suddenly loomed lzrge -nd no lenger nyster-
ious but strright she>d in the objective situ=tion --thst per-
21lelism betueen the tvo ye=rs 1953-55 »nd tod=y's 1983-35.

211 one hzs to do to see th:t there is nothing mystar-
ious 2bout becoming conscious =nzv of thot prrzllelism -- Ps
wall =& with it, C.L.R. J:mes® voluble silencs -- is to exrmine
the t70 different historic periocds. '

In 1953 KeCrrthyism nervoded the lznd =s the first un-
popular war in U,/. history -- the Koreen "?2r —-- :»s dr=wing
t0o >n inconclusive end with the tr0 super-porers continaing
to put down mrrkers for the next *7r between "lest" 2nd "Bzet."
I1ts effects on thes Laft tendencies will here be limited to
Cc.L.R. Jzmes of the Johnson-Forest Tendancy,  but it is char-
acteristic of othars, which is 'th~t Historic=1l Materislism h=s
alvrys warned zhout. Rulapeg’ idazology creeps into the thinking
of even revolutionrries, though they seem to dr='7 vary oppos-
ite conclusions. They fa2il to see whek is new, like n:stion:1i
revolutions from przctice =nd thuz £7il to reorgznire thair
theory into = full philosorhy. 2c Lenin put it during the
first Jorld W~r, vr-r is so over-helming - development thrt
the rulers' resctionsry ideology creeps into some ravolution-
sries who ¢ nnot see th:t more is ne=ded th-n just being zgzinst

4 The Johnson-rorest Tendency cderived its n=me from the movement

nrmaz of Jomoc [Johneon) =nd Dun-yevecerya (Forseb). oo rorg

One {Vols. I-III) of the T\rchives, “Birth znd Development
of ftate-Capitslist Theory"
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whzt is. ZLenin went so far as to designzte his 3olshavik ro-
leider, Bukhzrin, ze projecting “imperizlict econonicm® hHa—
czuse he failed to recognize the revolutionzry n=ture of the
netlonal tuestion in the impericiist worle.

fimil-rly, during the Xor 2zn 1= x, whet emorged at first
qtealthily was ¢ Civision within the Johnson-Torest Tendancy,
in different attitudas to +hz naw beginning mrnifestad in the
Finers' Gener=zl Cirike of 1949-53, zn? to the old, old (Lw:en—
burgztn in f£ret) stznd on_the H: tions]l Mestion, in seaming to
expound world revolution. This signz1llad two diffarent visions
of the kind of new pEner we would issue ~--~ it wa2s then c=lled
Corzrespondence ~-- when freed from Trotskyism. This w=s inher-
ent even before I m~de the brexzizthrough on the Zbsolute Ides
ac = movement from practice ss well =s from theory. It shoied
itself in the mttitude to the very first Le=3, on thes objec-
tive situ-tion in Russiz -- the Beria Purgs. While I wes jrork-
ing on new 7 beginninge thst voulé Zetermine = L7 lly differ-

AR

i

A WU T

ent end, 1950-53, C.L.R, J mes "i~s holding b= ck on zttaciiing
KeCarthyism, culmincting in hic xre2zkup of the Johnson-Forast
Tendency when <re are listedl

Precently, James! never: %%ingForked-tongua— tyls of
thinking end writing disclossd/ 11 over #gein on Grenzdz, in
Commnict Affrirs; 2nd Third World Pook Review shows his Fre-
cupztion with the c-ribbesn percon- lity as heing “unicue, gui
generis.” This has culminzted in his d=nizl of 2frican rootss
"I do not know rvhet are the Africen roots of the langusge and
culture of the Crribbeszn intellacturls. T am not atzya of the
Rfriezn roots of ry use of tha lrnguzge »nl culture .., W2 of
the Caribbezn hz2ve not got an 2fricezn prst. Ve =zre black in
skin, but the rfricsn civili==tion ie not ours. The besris of
our civilizetion in the Caribbe-n is =»n =a» nt=tion of western
civilizntion." ( This 1984 interview was considered so

ezrth-shaking th=t thny c~lled it "REn Pudience with C.L.R.
Jzmes.")

In both this “nterviev znd in the srticle in the sema
ye”r on Gren-d=, whzt is re=1lly preoccuvying Jrmes g lerder-
shiv. 1In his ch=rﬂctnrﬂst1c forked-tongue article on Grensdz
in Communist Affrirs (Julv 1934) vhere he in the €irst PERE-
grznh snezks of 1373 3s "= gra:zt rovolution” "nPV°r beforae in
the C-ribbezn," = prge later he szys it w's not = revolutlonary

5 fae Lftote —Czrpit>licm ~nd 10:13 Revoliution, » 1350 Discussion
3ulletin, in the PrChle~, Vol. 11, Fec. IX

6 “ae vol. IIXI, Fac. II of the rchives, "1951-1955 —— Trom
the Est=blishment of Corresnondence Committees to the £o1lit he-

tveen Johnson -nd Forest." ree »lso the Prologue to 25 Yerrs

Nf Hi=ryigt-Humenism in ths T.7., "Nev st2ge of productien, naw

sts go of cognition, new %kind of ergsni-:tion®
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act but only one of self-defense (obviously beczuse Bishop and
the New Jewel Movement had heard thct Gairy hed ordered their
murders). Here he repezts what he hzd s2id in his "audience” :
R "2 mzss movement cbove 2ll needs leadership
and if the political lepder does not give it, people turn to
another organization, often the zrmy. The army consists of
organisation, commzndars, lieutensnts, mejors, etc."

Nothing, however -- at least not since the revised 1963
edition of his Black Jacobins -~ has changed his position on
the uniqueness of the Caribbean personslity. 1In the 1963 add-
ed, lengthy new Introduction to Black Jacobins, he comparxed
Castro to Toussaint L'Ouverture. He has now extended the Car-
ibbezn personality to anyone born there, no matter if he left
it as 2 child 2nd 211 activity is in the U.&, The specific
person is Stokely Carmichsel who mw (the 1985 edition of
Jemes' History of Negro Revolt} has not only been included in
the latest mix of Castro »nd Toussaint but also raised to
their compzny as well as to Aime Cessire and Frantz Fanon.

The 1983-85 psrallelism to the 1°53-55 situation dis-
closes the horrorz of todsy's McCarthyism which is not just
the "ideology of » Senator," but the power of a President,
Reagan, from on high, armed to the teeth and reesching for
the mad phantezsmagoria of Star Wsrs. His retrogressionism
2t home covers all fields from anti-labor, anti-Black and
anti-Women's Liberztion to gaining ideological adherents
with so-called former Lefts becoming "the new Right': &~
broad, he tries tc extend his imperialist invasion of Grenz-
da2 2s he worke mightily to destroy the Nicaraguan Revolution

and help the contras overthrow the legitimete government
there.

Now: how do 211 thesa conflicting powers, a2s well es
very different political tendencies in the Left, relate in-
timately to this year -- specifically the past few months since
our Plenum, 2nd from this expanded Resident Editorial Board
meeting to our Convention next year over Labor Day? Let's
turn to Absolute Method to grasp in full that perallelism
between 1953-55 and 1933-85, even if it is 2 little eritical
of us 2s well.

In order to better understand the present moment in
the sense of reaching for the future, we have to return 211
over again to what has been the theme of 211 these “orkshop/
Classes -- not history as past, but Merx's concept of "his-
tory-in~-the-mzking."” Let's begin with our Bulletin on

10508




TR TS L YR AR, SR

~19-

Dialectics of Liberztion, which contzins no Foreword thzt
would direct you to see what connects the Letters on the Ab-
solute Idea, written in 1953, before the bresk with C.L.R.
James, to the summaries of Hegel's mejor works, written in
1960-61, z2fter the break, and the 1967 Lecture Notes on "Len-
in on Hege'l 's Ecience of Logic."

T+t is true that what we did, the minute we were free
of C.L.R. Jzmes (who had fled from the listing), was not only
not to run away from McCarthyism, but to unfurl 2 new banner
of Marxist-Humanism with 2 new type of pzper, News & Letters,
#nd my "assignment" to complete Marxism and Freedom, It is
these fazcts, these lebors, that led me back to re-exsmine
how much labor is involved even when you 2re driven by the obs
jective situation to act as a revolutionary and how much more
labor when your theoretical instincts help you dive into dizl-
ectic phllosophy to work out 3 new philosophic cetegory to
embark on organiwztional conclusions. ‘fhat you have to do
here is face whet h2ppened when we not only plunged into the

Absolute Idea, but had already worked out new categones by
1983,

By then -- the Merx Centensry Tour -- I had in hend
. Rosa Luxemburg, Jomen's Liberation, 2nd Merx's Philosophy of
Revolution which contained that historic challenge to all
post-Marx Marxism in Ch. 12, and this time new doors had o=
pened both in the Black Dimension and together with it Wo-
men's Liberation sponsors.

Why, then, did we still wait until 1985 to mske the
org=nirationsl conclusions I am how meking zfter my recent
New York trip?

Hell, study the gap that keeps continuing orgzniza-
tionally before "volunteerc" emerge to meet the challenge
with you. Listen first to hov much philosophiczlly new had
a2lready been included way beck in 1953 th2t h:d not resulted
in direct organizetional proposzls.

Listen to the very first Mzy 12, 1953 Letter, 2s I
related the Absolute to Marx's "absolute general law® of
capitalism's genersl Contradiction in accumulation of cap-
itzl; 2nd mncluded on the "dizlectic of the paxrty": "I
2m shaking all over for we have come to where we part from
Lenin. f[éemphasis in the originalj

'g, are you 28 excited =ss I? Just as Marx's devel-
opment of the form of the commodity znd meney cezme from
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Hegel's syllogistic UPT, so the Pccumulation of Capital (the
Generz1l Absolute Lrw) is based on the Absolute Idea.

"Remember zlso thzt we kept on repesting Lenin's aph-
orism that Marx mey not have left us a ‘Logic’ but he left
us the logic of Caoitaz). This is it ~-- the logic of Cepital
is the dizlectic of bourgeois society: the state-cspitelism
2t one pole and the revolt at the other ..."

Fith thst conclus::.on on the "economics” in accumule—
tion of capital and its gener=l absolute law, I ended by
showing that Merx had ended with the new beginnings {(the re-
volt of the mzsses) by setting "the limits to the dislectic
- of the pzrty [emph=sis not in original] which is part of

bourgeois society And will wither with its passing »s will
the bourgeocis state.," <Whereas "full liberatien t=kes prec-
edence over economics, politics, philosophy, or rather re-
fuses to be rent =sunder into three and wants to be one, the
knovledge thet you c2n be free ..." (fvitak told me thzt

the underground dissident revolution~ry Left in E~st Europe
know that sentence.)

The Msy 20, 1953 Letter then goes into Philosophy of
Mind, where Hegel goes from the objective situztion where
"freedom presents itself under the shape of necassity" in
the "form of reality" (obiective wmorld). By the time Hegel
resches the Mind zbsolute, I write: . "The movement is from:
the logical principle or theory to nature or practice znd
from przctice not =2lone to theory but to the new society
which is its essence." I concludz the commentary on the

paragraphs #575,576, 577 with the declarztive sentence- e
have entered the new society."

Clearly it =masn’'t only a m=tter of my first "debate"
with Lenin about that last peragraph of Hegel's Ffcience of
Logic that Lenin szid didn't metter. Thet last perzgraph
led me to the Mry 20 Letter which shoved I went where Hegel
directed me, his Enc'yclo;:edir- of Philosophiczl Eeciences, es-

and clesrly, insofer =s
C.L.R. J=mes wns concerned he emberked on zn orgenizs/tionsl
conclusion though he took till the listing before he zctu-
ally broke from the Johnson-Forest Tendency which was to
spell itself out »s MARYIST-HUMANISM once we did have a new
organization, News £nd Letters Committees, with my assign-
ment to complete the theoretical work, M>rxism =nd Freedom,
which would make our =im of Marxist-Hum~nism public.
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‘Thy then wis it so long beforn I could mrke the next phil-
OSOphlc leap by going where none hed trod before i.e. where
those last three syllogisms in Dhllosoxahy of Mind were devel-
oped as the Absolute Ide=z =5 Ne's Beginning that would deter-
mine the end, in Philosophy 2nd Revolution, 1973?

Thanks to' the grest archiva?l '!ork of Mike c:mno'l ly, he
has found 82 letters betwesn Herbert Mzrcuse. and myself. These
letters show that a2s esrly as Mzy 5, 1955 I broached the Absol-
ute Idea to Marcuse. By Jan. 23, 1958 I called the Ahsolute
Idea 2 “supplement” to Mrrxism snd Freedom. By Oct. 16, 1960
I hzd included = sort of outline to the next work which would
not only develop Hegel's Absolute Ider but c concretize it for
our age by turning to the new in our age, THE NEJ AFRICAEN REVO-
LUTIONS Indeed, in 21l the debates between Mercuse end me. it
became clnnr thet, slong with Africen Revolutions, I mesnt to
take up 21l new revolutions :nd | counter-revolutions as I 2x-
gued on Mno 8 strenge admixture of »n »dministrative mentzlity
snd hls(“the Helmsm=n's") »adventurism thrt kept offering LEAD-
ERTHIP to the Third World; I insisted that Maoism was the
Third World's new enemy.

Now relste the question of origin and source to the ‘new
category, Absgolute Idea 2s New Beginning. "e all know 1953 as
origin and source when I worked out the split in the Absolute
Idea. We can now see, long before it w=s a2 book, = direct -
relztionship to the concept of Absolute Ide= =s New Beginning
in Philosophy and Revolution. AND YET, znd yet ... does thzt
re3lly meen that wzs "it"? No. Only when the philosophic
category was fully worked out in Philosophy ~nd Revolution 25
book 2nd resulted in orgsniz-tionzl development and thus phil-
OSOPhy was projected, becime insep=reble from org>nization, did
it signal: "This is it."

EACH new philosofshic stzge, és it is projﬁcted, #nd be-
comes renl, is concretized org...n:.'?etlonally, ¢nd in your per-
sonzl life.

The rev 'doors, opened by the Bleck Dimension, zlong

with platforms opened » little by Women's Liberation, were N
NOT "followed through" i.e., concretized organiz=tions»lly, in
the Marx Centenzry Tour, though we already h»d Ros: Luxemburg,
HJomen's Liberztion, »nd Mzrx's Philosophy of Revoluticn in hend
2nd that had Ch. 12 which threv dowa the gauntlet to all of
post-Marx Marxism, Ch. 12 made post-Marx Marxists = pejora-
tive term, which designated thzt they had not fully grasped
and projected Mzrx's Mcrxism as totaljty. It is true th-t we
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attempted to concratize this orgsnizztionslly with the move of
~ the Center to Chiccgo. ° Tt is not true th»t the locals -- whe-
ther New York or Bry Pres, Detroit or Los Angeles, or Chiczgo,

followed through on 211 the new types of relations opened by
the 1983 Centenary Tour.

Why has it teken to 1985 to make the proposals 1 =m
presenting todey? ‘

In » word, it was not until we had Women's Liberation
»nd the Dislectics of Revolution in hend »nd I made my trip
to Newr York this f211 after I had rlready made the proposal
to the Plehum for » bi-7eekly News & Letters that all of us
sccepted URGANIZETIONAL responsibility for what those new
doors to the Black Dimension and new strata in Women's Lib-

eration signified, »s tasks to be done first of 211l by our-
selves,

The new beginnings for 1985, in a2 word, do not stop.
1arge a2s those tacks are, with the trips to Appalachiz as
well 2s Mexico and Spain, not to mention completing the '80s
Retrospective/Perspective =nd New Introduction and Appendices
for Frantz Fanon, Soweto and Americen Blzsck Thought. But the
Workshop/Classes I just outlined are to be further concretired
zhAd exp nded by reorganizztion -- of individuals, of loc®ls,
Center -- »c follos:

Tour moving to Naw Vork, mesns w0 lezving Detroit,
vhich +1311 aTzg losea on2 more when Chicrgo needs exnsnsion of
ite Dhilosophic-Technic21 Committee of the naper naxt ye>r.
But 2t the s3me time, Netpoit 1j1l gsin tro: one 2 Nationel
Editori:1 Board member ‘tho is axperienced as activist, archiv-
ist, and "Our Life and Times" writer; the other 2 young work-
er-activist-archivist. Two others will be going to New York
from Utzh, »nd we cennot help that new loc3l; but one friend
there 2t once rose to the challenge 2nd joined News ~nd Let-
ters Committees to keep Marxist-Humanism growing and develop-
ing there. (2nd you already know from the discussion at the
pPlenum thzt with our move to the bi-weekly will come the move
of Peter to the Center.) None of this relezses us from Ab-
solute Method s the way to work for philosophy and revolution
to become real.

Absolute Method helped us re=sch todey. Let us 211 this
time concretize it orgenirzationally in 1986 by projecting it
+o others. Thus our self-development «ill bring those hunger-
ing for philosophy 2nd revolution Lo join the
committees of Marxist-Humenism. See you #nd them on Lzbor Dzy.

* * *
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