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. Revolution: Reaching for the Future

" The following are excerpts from "New Beginnings that De-

termine the End,” a report delivered by Raya Dunayevshaya
to a meeting of the expanded Resident Editorial Board of
News & Letters, December 23, 1985, The full report can be

‘obtained for 50¢ from News & Lellers, 59 E. Van Buren,

Rm, 707, Chicago, I 60605.

So new are our Workshop/Classes, not just for our- -

selves, but because of the kind of workshops Marxist-
Humanizm has in mind, that philosophically as well as
concretely they are totally new. You will become prac-
ticing dinlecticians as we probe ihe objeciive develop-
ments and see that while the media gives you what
happened, it doesn't give you the meaning objectively
and subjectively — and that is true both of the report-
ers and the so-called anslytical commentaries.

To grasp the meaning, objectively and subjectively,
you need to have internalized what Marx meant by his-
tory-in-the-making. Naturally — though not out of
whole cloth — each generation does besr the responsi-
bility for how history is shaped and re-shaped in its age.
Dialectics disclozes, if you probe deeply. the process of
development, objectively und subjectively.

The meaning of the event is gronnded in the event it-
gelf; your method of examining it is not just as a single
event or one which you judge in a quantitative way
only, but in its totality, in its class relationships, where
each class has an aim of its own. Rulers make headlines
because of their power to exploit and destroy; it is that
military might that seeks Lo terrorize people, to make
us believe that our fate is in their hands. In truth that
is not so, and Method will help us see the truth.

Each workshop will need to study the daily press
inseparable from the source and principles. It is the
source and principles that set the direction of the ap-
proach to the news. It is true that we approach a cur-
rent event not in an abstract manner, but concretely.
Concrete, however, is not just immediacy or appearance,
but essence which flows from Concept — what to Hegel
and Marz was comprehensive/concrete. Precisely be-
cause the meaning of the event is seen to be imbedded
in the event itself, it draws the sudience into participa-
tion. To comprehend a meaning in the concrete event, a
mesaning the andience may not have seen when it was
just @ headline in the newspaper, can “transform” lis-
teners into participants. This, too, is the purpose of the
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classes as workshops.

The source and principles are what give meaning to
the event as well as understanding of Marx's concept of
history-in-the-making and your own practice as dialecti-
cian to develop it for our age.

Class I — The Reagan-Gorbachev Sum-
mit and the Black Dimension

The first Workehop is not to lake off only from the
Editorial in the December issue of N&L {even though
that was written as the summit was cceuring). Though
the Editorial did take into consideration the fact that
the person who was not among those listed principal
participants — Weinberger — was the one who really
set the line through the Reagan-planned “leak,” what is
needed is to philesophically comprehend the objective
situation, the masses making history, the undeclared ci-
vil war in faraway South Africa.

This is quintessential because it is important to not
be diverted by seeing opposite nations talking, even
when they are as far apart as the US. and Russia, The
abeolute opposite is within each country — the manses
against the exploiter-rulers. It is the dissatisfaction of
the masses with their conditions of labor, with their
lives in their respective countries, and it is the birth of
the Third World in particular that are the real pivots,

Even if we knew the secret, so-called unrecorded
“personal” talks between Reagan and Gorbachev, we
would not know what motivated them if we were bereft
of Marx's dinlectical analysis of history-in-the-making.
For example, whether or not anything was mentioned
by the two Behemoths about South Africa, the rulers'
preoccupation was the dissatisfaction of their masses at
home — and far, far away was the Third World that, to
them, was silent. But in truth the Third World spoke
loudly and clearly; it didn't wish to tie its fate to either
one of the two nuelear poles of capitalism. That s to
say, that was “in the air,” kept developing, and is ongo-
ing. .

The co-existence of two different "systems” could be
scen in their true state — as merely different forms of
world state-capitalism. What was pushing at Reagan
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and Gorbachev to smile was the concrete ¢nsis in :
one’s country revealed by the dissatisfaction of the mas. ¢
ses in their countries and the continuing unrest inall of
the Third World, climaxed:by what is happening in the |
most “stable” (i.e. militarized) country in the world — |
South Africa. - P B -
The visage of Hitler is projected not only in apartheid .
South Africe but ir all the countries, Just as we now -
see that the stage of automated and robotized capitalist
production has produced a permanent army of the un- |
emplosyed, so what is new since the 1950s is the emer--
gence of a Third World as. a mesasure of the whole|
_‘_,_—"'-' . o —

world, That means the masses of the globe. What the_i
rulers will never underetand is that it is not they but -
the masses in revolt, who are the abeolute opposite, :
who will win. i
Class Il — The State of the Union and;
Marx’s Critique of the Gotha Program

_We all know that in January the President has to de-
liver what is called the State of the Union address. Al
media pundits — economists as well es politicians - :
continue v through. January |
angiint:nl;ebmu;ry . v J S
e will consider them as we ponder the headline of °
the week. But to really embark on one's task as a revo-;
lutionary worker-student-youth theoretician, we need to
turn back the clock over a century to what may oo |
irrelevant, but will be & profound illumination of today :
— Marx’'s Critiyue of the Gotha Progam. O
In that work, Marx (in whet he called “Marginal

" Notes”) commented on the proposed union of “Marx- |

ists” (Eisenachists) aud Lassalleans that was being
founded to fight Prussian overlords. Bismarck's Ger- :
many was in its most reactio period following the '
White Terror of the first odum-rev‘olﬁﬁo'n ‘in France :
against the first attempt for a workers’ republic, the :
Parisa Commune. So new were the truly new human rel- :
ations emerging in the Paris Commune — with the
women having been the first to sound the alarm and
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‘s well a8 with men working out prod-
‘form '—.that Marx.made
beacen for all future at-

this is kept in the back of your min;l. the
point of Latin America is the new opposites

brought on by the Bolivian Revolution, on the one
hand, and Pax Americana on the other, all the way to
F): Salvador and Nicaragua in the 1980s. Reagen-leaves -

- 1o doubt in anyone’s mind that his view of Pax Ameri-

" cana will make headlines throughout 1986 as' he conti-
. :ldeh‘himmad‘p\hmit'tq‘pverthmw_ w the Nicaraguan Rev-
Tolatiow v T T S

Class IV — Revolution ir-East: Europe
from.unidr Totalitaian, Conmuniam -

. The pomthmlstoshow how. totnlly _nt'!,;vfairunts.

that become what philosophically. would be called cate--

gories, actually ire gounded .in: what s 'magnificent -~

* about. Dialeética - — - whether : that’ - Dinlectics in

“Thought alone (o maybe 1 shotild say where the objec..
tive situation; '

; ‘especially the reyolution, is not” openly
seen s a determinate); or whether that be: where both

- philosophy and révolution are. definitely, seen.as deter-
minate, as in Marx (but that_v‘gas:‘_tl_lg 15th century, not-

For Lenin, in 1914-17, dialectics was the delerminaie
in-defining not only the-politics of being against both
imperialism “and Second International socialism, but
1917 as the actual concretization of the dinléctics of rev-
olution. Central, however, is neither. 1917 nor 1937 but
the three decades from the 19508 to the 1980s with dai-
Iy headlines on new forms of worker-opposition, from
the birth of Solidamosc in Poland to the ongoing under-
ground revolts as they are related to new points of cog-
nition — and to such betrayals as Kolakoweki's writing,

when be was in Poland, “Towards a Marxist-Human-

am,” bntudhuingiﬂthg_l%toth_g new Reaganism.
Class V — Revolutionary Journalism
and the Absolute Method

‘This will be a cenain type of summation and concre-
tization of what we have done thus far when-our need
has been 1o express events as they happen and the atti-

must be that to gét-the full meaning one must
to it philosophically, You will be surprised at how
ymthi:mmmninﬂwume‘evmt.depending

n the relationship it has to history, to our other writ-

«ll as to what wo are trying to project for the

Look sgain at Women's Liberation and the Dinlec-

Reaching for the Future, not as a
whole but singling out something like the 1850 article
on the miners as written when the strike hap-
pened and as seen in relationship to the 1969 article

Abschite Method: helped us r

this. time concretize it organizations

jecting it to othem Thus our ‘self-

bring those hungering for philosophy-and fevohy
join the News and Letters Committees of Marxist-Hi

mAanism.




