
,, -._;r;t~~ ,.t.,../!iB 1-iEETlNG OF MAllCH 2~. 1987 

Present: Al~.~~ from .Bay Ar~a • 
. ,·~gehda: , • i::'R;a~~i:t o? .. organ~z~tl.on, h.f l'rt:Jlectioii; 

:"·i"-:~c • . .. ,. . III,, Next News & Letters and na"tional assignments. for L<>ads ;-. JV.· FinS!PC.!~:f!,; 
· · · y,·ohgoing· Ai::tivities/Corre'spondence; Vf, G&W. · .·•.,:,.,.•: · 

•' •. ' .. . . - -~ "' ',. ' ';· -' . _ .. - ' ' .. .. >:.:.;~-- :-:;.r:<·';~';·--- --· 

,. ·.:;· 1; ~'began her 'report by' calling ·attention to the··le~gth' of• its•titla 'in :.•.<' ·· 
.. <Oontras.t to,_the· breirity listed in the A~enda. It wns for the purpose of incorpo_z:-!l~in_g 
·' co~C.l_uSioriS · t?,, que""a t1oila· .. Po!!~~~~ :· H8i:e_ -~·t· i_s: - · :· ··- :r·-~-~-:~- ·--: ~-:.~-:~-;:_::· :c::::~'l--' 

•itfut:it Has· Happened ··to ; · .. ·our Projection of Marx~s;·Ht~~ism''··· ~a~ .a.'li!fferenc 
~~e'\'a ';!? h~ emerged in twc aspects of the dialec~~r!l~_bef:".;een. ··:-· 

· LJ the.\.C:~~ and 2). orgsni?.ational growth as a ~icar-¢Je!l.!J;~~ 
· e tha'):' t~is. d~esn' t develop, beca~se· nothing short of ·the tilsl<: of ~t!ng 

he isaua." _ _ 
..,-.....__._-~ ' .. · ~ ~.· . . ~: ·· ... ~ . 

'.. - I.e t• me cohcreti:<:e my sharp cri tiaue by' focusing on tiro recent' seemingly.·,,,' ; .'. ~,. 
inc:ih'IWil :ocC:u:i:eences rega£dlng ehe<boOk\:and th~ superficial:ettitudea tow.a-rd.s i~ . 
and the ·body of.ideas thaC;;onstitute~ 30 yenr .uniCI!t~D.M.! of l'.arxist•'!lum-!lni51!1::: 
1) fol: .the relationsl\ip of the two opposites of~~ ~:nd spont~~lt}')of maae ac;tit-'11. · 
tha.t creates new forms of. organization, .J needed a cerfi!n article I remembered \ 

·read-ing .·i!bout the Budapest Worker's ·councils of 1956·57. 1: ·eeked nn less- than -.6 
.. (probably moro;) to find ine thia article, for ·which I didn't remember· the tiJJte or-
the author:. This dhagged on· for _quite some time, for weeks or even Mnthe~ . .J· was 
'offered all aorta of substitutes, including .essays on. the suLject, ·Finally ! got 
angry enough to ask Mike, who was with me that dav, what did T. write when the o • ' 

,·nungariim Revolution burst out onto the historic' scene? J!fte;: all,· I had. i~luded 
·Budapest Worker' a Councilc directly into l:&f_ as it was :going to press. and 1 · 
certllinly must have continued with several· anniversary ilrticles on it •... 

" Being a 
prof<?Und archivfat Mike immediately 'found in ·my Archives (Rcyao shv-,;ad. the tremendO(lB 
iimoubt:" of articles and letters on the· Hungarian Revolution in -the Archives, and , · 

.~ · stres'sed tha_t_ that is· beside what is in the· boOks~ For example, !~ .tha second· e;d.- f.:..r' 
-' ' of ·!§f.; in thllt special chapter on Hao .and the Two Kinds of Subjectivity, is where· p-

, . .-' ·. ·.·I' b.rin.~ in the Hungarian Re.vol\.ltion all ·ov.er" again •) w!l5it...l.....!1l'. ec_~ically w~-~~ Jf( (J 
.i c!:J:~:~l;Li:'olit!=!!l.,Letter_~f 9!;11·/'!i!..~i:_:!e'!('~Spontan!.!;tY:?'J~ { l 1) -\0-<:;IJ!:'Wnhation pf;lfi9~t:~ In ifemoria:n to- the Hungarian Rev<:f!:u"t-ion: . .-~~Y'-'>rould like to 

~"" as~ flow. ro&ny--tlf,v~--1-i, or ever bothered to refer to it, or even, think alulut the 
, . . concept ris well ·as act on any event occurring today, or· for that matter what will not 
·,.), ·'happen until tomorrov. in order to see what the body~f ideas calied ¥.arx1st-

Huma. ni~m had_ to say before he/she deci. des to start@ nov'op_ e.~ if th. e bo~ nf :ideas~~-
of ~~""~~had som~g to say lot,~_S...:.!Jgo on p_~cise'f.¥ tM t_~yn.e.~o~~!!b '- .. 

I - : . --- , - -- . . . 

·c·~~·/'· · Today I was re•readi~ a book on Lenin, and laughedmightlly_·at this statement 
" .~<Y1y -.:eg~rding Lenin in 1906: ~ the founder of Bolshevism, knew scaraely an:L_~~lshevi~, 

;- lea<ler in St. Petersburg not dr.iming to interp.~et Bolshevism better than ~ · · 
· "(Leni.n: A Poli Heal Life, Vol. ! , by Robert Serv~::e, p. ·143.) .But of couis.~~ who 

, are.the originals in creating as aim of orgeni~ation "philosophy, not party,' 
organiza tiop .inseparable from bcdy ·of ideas, wouldn't a top at critique a lone ·of 

. ''practical ql.!e!lti. ons" n; org!!.!!_izing, but go on to wor.k out cop<:r .. etely the COJl . ' 

~of. .. tlle-t!Q::Ii:ept....of(organ!zll-t{ptt. On thia. too 1 turned beck ~J ttege~ 1 s Phenomenology, 
-focusing ,fully on.: the last pagawith its very difficult, abstract climax that leads, 
At one and the same time, to -•h::.!.o~olute· a·n~ its Golgotha, -s~-----. · ) · · ·-~--

··· ·- . -~,.._____- . ------------ . . . 
, .. , _!or.'~lie firs't time, .1 abbreviated that whole page (p. 808 in.B;;gUe;a 
tra!lslatioll, pp. 4!12~93 in Mifler 1 s) into tlJO sentences and sucidenly saw that .in 
Hegel's use of the word Organization, twice in the same paragraph, s~ething that· 
could be considered the sc i:ual ground for our concept of the rcla tionship both o~, 
spqntaneity and the party !!!J! its. iMeparability from organization of thought, 

.01 -··;o.·:.: 
··-· _, __ - < ~ -._··~<, 

. '·:... 

,. 

·:·~·:· .'-~ . . ~w..r·~,..,.. -r,·: __ . :~·..=_·,: ·-~ • .... ~_ ......... -··-~ .. ·-. ~- . 



,E!:!~ilJ!!!!£!£!!iL~2~~as the moat cre-ative ac·t· 'of of 
of the Hegelian Diai~cu'c/ but· 

·of thought and of revolution; ,:.r;· ,both. indeed had ,be:co1me. 
are working :out on the Di~lectic of Organ_:t,zation ari~, . . :;c,·,<···.'· , 

·- ., .~.-. --~- · -. "·rd · '? .. ·.!~·.--.:~;-. ; -i~.-~- .• :;--., .-."?~~~)·:::(•_ ::·-~--' 
_Jn returni.ng .to·.the year.l961, don't forget.that it )Naa the yea:r; of.:.t.heJ.nvasiop 

. Bav of Pi a. · . . .tel it became the c~.'on of that new: f.orm'·.w:" ~ . 
f3sta)llis .. ll.E!d. in ee olitical Letters Indeed, I was on the way to SF frilm LA 'to //. 

a lecture thee,· when e ra to announced.that .invasion •.. 1. re.tu;rned straight 
'n••c•' to ~ to write at- spec.ia 1' letter to our: member~ RJ?d conti!<:t~ ;· ~na.l'y~_ii)S;. J,.t 11nd 
'Qe•C1<11tiR~In a word, what would the organization ,do,.with that body' o~,:" 

we w~ng Marxist-Humanism. · . , . . · 
• -· . . ' _, ..••. ! 

This brings me to an event very .m1.1c.h· closer 

~~~~~§~~~~;~~~: indeed in the specificity of organ~zatf~ri cci~i:er,~~ns. 
and we all are leaders; I mean . .it seriously. aiJ .a. .. · .. 

of MHism -- l.'m refeuil!g to the l:ist meeting .of' the ~B 
almost limited t~ discussi~ii of the is~ue of the ptip~r 'gf)ing to 

presa.WIIATHAS HAPPENED TO 'IRE ORGANIZA-rloo --Qco~P~? <Wh~~ do.,yoJ.~upposei~~ 
did when the split wna .fo~:c,ed. upon us; we did s~happy to accept :it because we ,hi!d 
been acting in that direc~i,on*• '.\~e called a· meetit1g to arrange ·for a Conference.··,, 

·I ~mnt you· to observe the sequence that happened the day of the last issue ·of ' '· 
Correspondence: first, we went sa- usual.to pick up the paper at .the printer, and , 
found that the "owner" had .informed the printer that he.hes not. paid ,for. thi(iiuiue 

·and that he would not release it .unless we paid $72 r_ight: on. the spot;, s,ecordly,. we 
four:.d. that_ the-· t"~at_ h~d not~ been paid, on the offiee and th~t was .. locked~ · BecauSe~ ... 
of -~he. fact. .that since we had no .paper, no book, no "party", no. oi:gani.zilt.ion 
that had any headquarte~;s, did we·d:l..;sppear?. Not at ·an. -~because we considered'. 
ourselves responsible for the body of ideas of i-iarxism, and that. body of ideas meaut . 
that we were· an organization, no matter h~w few, and we had. an oblj.gation .to te.ll' • 
the readers of Correspondence what had happened, and tell' them we. would hold. a · 
Conference within a month .. · and whether. or not they were a member .they. were'welcome to 

·attend. · · · 
I sat down to write a thesis that would be presented within a .;,onth. It · 

proc!-:!:.med that 1) we would add a Black prod:;ction wo!:ker as editor,• to the white 
worker, JZ, who !tad-been editor; 2) that we would never again separate the psper from . . 

. . . 

-------~--tc..,4..= ... ;s. . . . • 
_. *Whether you date that d!rtictio!l to have atart~d i~· wii.h' _the breakthroUgh·-

. ·. ~ th• e Absol.ute. Idea and .seeing it as a m.o. v_ement b. oth from practice ·ilnd 'from theory;/ Cf\10 ~you .date it as 1948 after my. return ·from Paris and meeting. th{' Camerounian;c·no 
.... <-,.et 1948 became .• the" phq_c_sqphic" cl:!.!ll!!:!! of CLR James fi.nishin:; !-!otci:· or;-the •· 

· .· · Dialectic and _me beir,g inspire~ enough to translate ·Lenin's Philosoph'ic Notebooks; 
· . · only to find· that T · Rgreed more with Lenin than CLl.t; the point is it doesn't make ·lmy 

·· difference. What ~- 'm. · ··to oay, .is when 'tliiire is a 'group, whether .it is· two or 
that feels so the present and the future, there you have an 
.... tion t~ai:. . for :that body of . . · , . , . he post-· 

. ~J)~~M:~;. ~l"5~1.~ ~16.~ -,.. ~ 
'~ ·•' . · M L,; lll,;dl~l • 

.·_. 
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. ··,.imB ·~:eeting, 3/23/57 . . -3-
'•"' •• .:... ~ -.:· - . . . . - .-.. -_ . . . . ------ . -._. ·.· . -· _· .. .- >- --->:.-,•,: .. ,:f'.•c 
· . ,. the them:y, .snd. therefo.~~· :what .. r~~~ ~~~n WOJ:'ki\'lg · on ae_j~.st "~:rx~smllnd s.ta~e-· 
> CapitaUsm'~.wovld now,bqo~~~{!:ed.?u~.~u'iT.y as M:lr.~ism for th~e.ett.; ~nd 3) we_would · .· 

·.:... never :consent·. to 11 token" .. ~.-:: rePi:~;i~ntatlp~, b.e it B_lSclt~-- ~r 'Women, or. YouthJ"¢nd--1_~_ 
. would ell be cemimt:i.d w1~' our::uni\iue. cbru:ept' of worke:: 4nd. ;l.ntielleat.Uat: : . ·, ... ·· .. , · ... ·. • .·. . · · .... ,, .. ,. ···· .. , ·· ·. ·· · · ' · . · ·. · :.• .. · : · · . · ·so· you'·see .. 

. ·~theta J¥"as~~~·'bi£ore'_:, .thej:{~as:'either' Q paper ~:.:·•a J?oo~, WHA'J::TI!BaE;; · ... 
. WAS, '.i.11E[UNl.F FY!Yl_~ NG'~ .~ J.1. t~AS .. IY<\O~CJ:!P,T_ ·.OF,))_. ~~TION.'AJl,_'RESfp. NS!Ili ___ L_l,TY .. :F_ OtVIt.!E. ·_.:· 

.. :IDEA OF.~~m ~M-13EING''M!i.Rit"s~·0'£1 1.'0 DlVlSION BE'l'WEF.N · 
!:!ENTAL .AND. MANi1AL Lt\noR',. SJ:ECuitCAU.Y THEORY AND PRACTICE' As ~-'UNiT;; ft:·vssn'l: tjtnt': 
th€1 •"Tt.""a"'toof~'o't/ntl"a~~." .. -rnnA" !:!A!"~ 6.,~..,.. '!"~A,~"o~ ·~~ ~j..~.,;.;_, ===~b~..t~0·n~:......,.f= --~~~e~ .• :.~4~~~~-,:t~;_·_: __ P'ff'>f!!t~~-~. 

·-:-.·- --.-,--:'"": ... ~~--··.., ... _~-·---. ---~ ':.! ___ --~-~~-.""~ ... ~ .... -~---WO'--: ... ~-~--· ~.:----· .. -"": .. ":'''"' ---- ' 
ve· ;~er,e.: t~rui~-~~~ead_s, · ~nd . to clear ·them .cioll'e~'tf.Vel;s> at 'clia't · Co:iiferenc,e, :. And 
then ~a.;Wel!~"tti~&~·"fc.ll: :a l:uil' 'national ·coolien'tion.' ·we· did,- ;aftei:-'iili''have ~lie : 
majOi::il;y Of .th~ Ji.T;. DUf; :~yi~ tliit 'fact .We never ~de a,:'po1;iit Cr)f;: 'mta;:we aid make'·:~ .. 
a .point o!S w~ts.tnat ~ie.luidA 'ma'jorit;y'of''t:ne:~6ric«i't'.li ·_".·. · · .,,-,,,,·.·:--,.d·:;;·:··· '· : .·_ .. : 
... · · :·. '·· ., .. ·~Jf .• : •• . '.·•.H ... =~: :-:.·.·i ~T.. • .. ••ti·· : ... ·.,·,, •• :~p.-:c~· . 

·- ,-. · · ~ ·. ,-- .- .· - .. _. . -· . . .. magute, thet:€!for _, __ my_ u. -~~_:.- ·:::· . .-:·· 

now ,nt the end of'Milrch: ~9J7:~· tc finci'tbat .. iiuddenly I see im emi!!;it='tice.'o.J: a, differen;:_e 
-bet,wee11- concept. alld ~lld both ;very I)eaJ;ly . d:l.~l.!ppl!llt'}~his-:moni:b in t11o . .. , 
~f:':;\)Ody. Wh!cn ill Why..,! asked "that.'t:he }farcn '9 "R£8• c~· t:allecl off •·' : u .. ;~ ,. . . .. 

. '' ·· ... ,:;.•:: .. _.! ·.·· ~-- ·;. ·:·· ... ·.:.·.~·~·:.:·:, ··:~:.-,~-~--~_ ...... ~ .. :._!.:·.: •• _Y;·.~·.~·· ... ·.·-: .--... ~:;::: .... :., .... •:: 
. {Ray$, t!1en !laid that the .Sieat 'liork·.we 4id for ·nlaclt Hii.itory ~rith' f.s'really · · 

best summed, up when Lou will .ii~ve completed 'his- totir' of the''so'uth, in ·,mid~April~.~Sbe· 
pciutad i.n~t,aad to hov; the <;~~'C-~itt~:ati6n oil' south afdcii ·;;s:: toii,.Q~ecii·ini tii~ .pi:~i:e!}t'' ·_·. 
issue ·by, .tb~,.r.~ad. ori ~est Ey;:oP.~· a'n,d a .. 'l'hei>eyf.Fra~tir.e ·colbti.n :t!bai: wP,.1 :b~'-~on!:inu!lil 
on ·\lhll t · eve~.t.Mng revolves. ~-~;out· .::. : th!!. s tnggle')eP.<eep, ):he; t;w~ ,·,puc~ea.~;,;:.upe_i:p(lw~~s 
that _threatens .humanitY.1 s .. survf,val,. -Or take for tha:t mn.tter the•whole'queDtion:.of • 
cur internatiO'!lal.relntions ;f:iliiiether).t be. Soutti.#rtc4;)raiti o:r<th'e ~ilipt)~nesS ' 
Nothing so. imp,:ess.<lQ .me llB""l:ne .recent l~i:t;,d.J:~from Z!fubabwe· J:.: andl:that was' in· the . 

, . period when :we 'w.e~:c .. all. celebrating nm ,.•;;;;., from·· the :shabane Mine .VomE!;\-1 s ::elub; iiow 
how do you think they could have hea~:d ~f \is frcai so· far awky' if it wei:~n' t. 'fo.~: i:he 
power of the .Id~a .. of f~:ee4'?!;1·· TA.e sa~ _•ty.pe o~ ~~:ml=en tratic11~ is o_f, course tt:':'e. of . 
us· in labor·: :-aa you..w!ll ~.!!·-e:e. ~ro~· ,the ne~e: ie~'ue -~ith thfi Len.d .-Cy--!l.ike·:on M~etpe~ld .. tig • . · ~-. 

· I .re~~a~ .that·,~~.~~;~:::o~~~:~~;~fof ~~~- i:~st·:~i:: t~e~ b~~e~~ly; th~:~:~~: 
:of the finances, and the. prepal:~~r a. ·sllllllliatior:i of the' three·points we voted .tor 
at the la:lt Convent;ion; .~h~ -!>i~ee.kly •,· !l.~~a!)i~a Hiiit~t··growt~,.: and· -the 'two: years . for 
the -new. book~·. /llld. with,.J,t, let's retu;n tQ our American .. roo til in·· Abolitionism. and. 
recall J7endel.l ?hi:!. lips I" reply ,,:to: .. ~ose 'who. ii~!l'' iaughed a.t 'the . sm.!t'~t' Abolitionist·. 
groups.'. challenge to:Jhe;·Powel:a, ~at,. ~e}, .'~t:~;you ·.!t'a!i:e' three: p_eop~e .. ill a: r,oo!'l wi~!t 
a single thought .... th.~re, yo:u h!lve ,thn .. b_e~~nril;np;,_of ,_revolutio~ •. ", . . . · · · ·· · ·.' ,· · . . ... .. .. 

;,· 

--:- . ....';..:::::.:::-
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REB MEETING OF ~ARCH 23, 1987 •,' 

. Present: .U_l, plus ,D~borah from Bay Are~.--
: ' .. : .;...~ : 

J:::=R:epbri:· on Organizad.'on, ·u:o Projection, by Raya; n. DiRcueslon;. 

.;.-, 

( •;·· IIJ, Nexi: ·Ne-ils :f.i'''Li!tcers an'd"'national easignment!i for teeds; !V:.: Finance~;; 
v; citgo!rig A«f.~u:tes/Corr.C,isponaence; VT. e&w. 

•• • . • • • ', '< . • - .• -! . ,· 

( 

.. 

'I,:Rsys·1iegan h~r report by·caUing attention to the' length of its tit.le in _ _ 
contrast 't.r> tlie brevity Hated ·in the •\gim<l,a. It was for the pu'f1lose of incorporatj.ng 
conclusions 'to' questions posed.· Here it is:-_ . .:::.. '.. · 
' . . -, . . -.· -.. . . 

"Wiui:t''lliis ·Happimed to· :- .. ·our Projection of·Mar.cist-Humanism -- that a diffe.rence · 
se.el'llll to hnVe emerged 'in 'two aspects ·of' the dialectics of organization between: '·· · 
ll.the conc<aP,t, .end 2) organ.izacional growth as e "practical qllest!on'? Wehave to 
see tha~ t~-~ll-.d!!~Sn 1 t develop; because nothing short'of the taak.of pr~jecdng Mil is 
the issu~~;." · . · .. • ·· · ' . · · · · . 

' Let 'me concretiie my oharp critique by focusing on• two rec;~t see!llingly ·. ·,/ 
inc-:ld_~!!Ul, o_ceur:ee~ees regarding t:he book and .. the superficial a ttitudea; towM'da A~ 
and the body of. ideas that const~tutes the '30 yeiir un!~tueness of Marxist•H~hlill . 

· ,1) for the relations)lip of the t·~o opposites of party and spont:aneity •of lllllss'.actibu 
th'!t. ire!'!~es new f<irmri 'of oiganhction, J needed a certain article I remembe_red \ 
tesding 'about the Budapest Worker':! Coinicils of 1956·57. 1 aoked no less. th11n 6 
(prnjiably ·more) to find me thia· artiele, .fo:r ·~h1.eh 1 didn 1 t re!!!em~r- the !!J:ti or .. ,, 
tlie aut~or. Th'is .drag_ged on 'for quite some time, for Wlleks ot even monthar·I was 
offered all sorts of aubst!.tutes, including essllyG on the subject. F1.n!!lly I .got 
angry enough t~ ask Mike,who waa with me that day, what. did l write when the 
Hungarian B.evolut:ion burst out onto··the hist6ric scene? ~fter 1111, I had included 
Bud.apeil't Worker' a Counc'Us di-reetly into M&F as· it :was going to press. and I 
certainly must have continued wi'th several anniversaL'Y 'illrticles on it.· . : 

. ·. ·. . Being. a 
profound. archivist'Mike ·immedilitely foun~ In my Archives : (Raya showed the .. tr.emernlous 
emoullt of articles and letters on the•'Hungarian Revolution .in the Archives, and ·' .. 
utresoed thar. chat iii beside what is':i.n the books. For example,- in th·e second ed, 
of~; in that special chapter on Hao and the Two Kinds of Subjectivity, ·is were . 

. ! br:!.ns in the Hu11gadan Revolution all"over again ) what I specifically want to 
cite: the Weekly l'ol:i.tical Let.tl!!r o(:9/l7/61 entitled~ "Spontane-ity of Accion and . 
Organb:Uion of· Tl.!<>ught: In MemoriBI!I to the Hungsdan Rflvolution." J would like ,t.o 
ask how many have read it, ~ ever bothered to refer to it, ~ e~n think a~ut the 
concept ·as well as act on &uy event occurring today,. or for that matte·r what will not 
happen'·untU tomcrrov, in order to see what the body'"';;'£ ideas called Marxist
l!uman1.sm had to say before he/she decldee to otart ab !!2.X.2,, as if the body of ideas 
of Mil has not had something ··to say long ago on precisely that type of .event. 

I • ' • 

Today I was r.e·~r£ading a bnok on Lenin, and laughed mightily: at-- this otatement 
~·egerding Lenin in 1906: "He, the founder of Bolshevism, knew scaroaly any Bolshevik 
lelldcr in St. Petersburg not claiming to interp~:e.i; Bolshevism better than be." · 

·-(Lenin: A Political Life, Vol. L, by Robert Service, p. 143.) But of course we who 
are the originals in creating as aim of organization "philosophy, not party," 

... n.rg<~uization .. int~ep:.trnble fr0::1 ,body of id-ees. wouldn't atop at critiqub alone of 
"practical q11estions 11 or organizing, but go Oi1 to work out concretely t.he context 
of the. concep.t of organizatio;t. On this i:oo ! turned ,back to Hegel 1 s Phenomenol.Q&Y, 
~ocusing fully on the lost p~ge with ita veFY difficult, abstract climax that leeds, 
at one and the same time, to the Abnolute &~d its Golgotha, 

. : . · ·ior the first time, I abbrevteted that whole page (p, COS in Baillie's 
tZ:auslation, pp. 49~~93 in Miller's) into twO .. l!'!nte'nces and su<1.denly saw that in . 
Hegel's use of the wotd· O::ganiution, twice in the same paragra·ph, something that 
could be conair,lered the ttctual ground for our concept of the relationship beth of 
~P()'ntaneity an<t' ,the party ru!!! 1 ts. inseparability from organization of thought. 

' -~ ~- ' 
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REB Meeting, 3/23/87 . 
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,·, .. 
Reau it-fer yourself and ·se!l what you can worlt out, hut her'e' :t'~· what I ili:w,~preciself.· 
because I'm working on a· book on ·D.i!UP.~.i:f.!:S of Organizaticn,.a~d ,l'hilos'?phy: The two'. 
types·:·of· orgo~~nization Hegel has: in mincj are~ first .. "as free existence" .in; ita varying 
"historic forms", What Wil. ~Otlld. call· the 1110VC:nent from pr~.'ctii:e.:ac .hi8.toric turning· 
points. Secondly, Hegei is defining 11intellect:ually ctxriprebended" orgatifzatian and ,·. 

concludes, ·"the twd: ·together, -.compreltc.nding History form .alike .t\le lnwardidng and the.· 
· Golgo·tha ·of Absolute Spirit.". ~.point is .that. it. ~as nc acci.de~tt th~t. M,arx: j~dged · 

the Phenomenology of Mind as the most creatiye .act. of .&.11 of Hegel's wo:rk_~·., arid:·where 
l:le began not just a critique of the Hegelian Dialectic, but. the finding,of a· new .. 

.. ·com:inerit· of :'thought .and of -revolu.tion; ,:.,.;. both indeed had ,become th~ gr,ound for ·· 
what we are working out-on the -Dialectic of Organization and, .o~. Phil,oso_phy, · 

.... ~ ·i.- . ., •. 
' • ', • . • '; ; . • • • - :. - ; ... -' ~ ·I . • . ' . . . •. .. • 

·rn-retumiug to the year 1961, don'·t _f.:>rget that it was !:he' year .. of t_he· iiwo_sion 
of the Bay of Pigs.- · concretely it became the creation of tnat'new.formwe. 
established in WeekLy Political Letters, Indeed, .I was or.. the way to SF from LA to 
deliver ·a· lecture there;·when the radio a~nounced that invasion •.. I returned straight· 
bac{t' to:· LA to write· that special. le-tter, to our member:i .ai}1 .c!Jntacts, analyz,ing .i~ .and 
deciding -what .!:!!. do. In a worci, wha.t would the organ:i.zatiOI)_;do ,with. that body of.· . 

ideas·we were now c11lling Marxist-Humanism. . . : . ; . ·. " .. 
This brings me to at( event: very .much closer 

in time and in organization, indeed in ·the !lpecificity of organ'tzation concerning 
Marxist·Hum&nist leadership -~ and -.we, ;all are leaders;. I mean it seriously as a 
responsibility for the Idea of .MI!ism •• ! 1m refe.-ring to the last .. meeting of tile REB 
on Feb, 23, which was almost limited to discucsion e>f the ~sslle of, the paper going to 

. . '. . . . . 
press. .. . . 

WHAT H..lj,S HAPPENED TO lRE ORGANIZATION -- ITS CONCEPT?.' What do you suppose we 
did wb~n the split·was forced upon ua; we did .seem happy to accept i.t because '~<~e had 
been acting in that direction~.- '-l~e .ca,lled s meeting. to arrange for ·a Conference. 
I wani: you i:O observe the se'!uence that happened the day of the last issue of 
Correspondence:. first·, we went as usual to pic!t up. the pap.er at the. pr.inter, .and 
fourod that the "owner"· ha.cl informed the printer that. he has not paid fo_r .. this issue 
and that he would not release it unless we paid $72 right on the spot;. secordly, we 
found that the ree.t bad not .l;oeen paid on the office and that. t;aa locked, Because 
of ·~ha. feet. that since,we bad n,o paper, no b•Jok, no "party"; no organf.zation 
that had any headquarters, !lid we disapP.ea_r? Not at all. --because we considered 
ourselves responsible for ·the 'body.of .ideas of Marxism, and that. body of ideas meant 
that we-were.an organization, no matter how few, and we had· an obligation to tell 
the readers of Correspondence wha~ had happened, and .tell them we would hold a 
Confergnce within a month;. and whet!-.er or not they .we~e .. ~ member _they were welcome to 
·attend. ' • . . . . . · · • ' . . · · 

I sat down to write a thesis :.th:it would be presented within ·a month. It 
proclaimed that l) we would add a Black production worker as editor, to the white 
worker, JZ, who had been editor;- 2).,that _we would never again separate the paper from 

. . . .. . 
----------~-----

'i!r Whether you date that ilir'e~tlon to have started in 1953 with the breakthrough 
in the Absolute +dea apd ~eein~·it as a movement both from practice and from theory; 
or you dace it .a·s 1948 af.t~r. my return from Paris and meeting tht' Camet'ounian, oo 
that 1948 beca~ the 11 phi~os'ophic" cli .. ,ax of CLR Jamea ·finishing ·~otes on the 

,. Dialectic al\d,'.me being inspir!)d enough to translate Lenin'a Philosophic Notebooks, 
only to find_ that: T agreeil.more with Lenin than C:LR; the point is it doesn't mak>~ any 
differenc;?.• cwbat l 1 m trying to say is -when there is B 8't'OI!p, Whether it is. t1-IO .or 
20, that feels eo strongly about the present and the future, there you have an 
organtzation that feels responsible for that body of idee a, in· this case, the pest• 
WW· n -world, · · · ., 

. :-.... -



. . :.; .. tit~ .1;1-)eor:i!--~lld the.r~_for,~., .. ~~~t (bacl. been wor~ing ~n as ju~t "Ma~i~m_ll,?d\~t:ate"" ::·-:-_ '"'"' 
-.,. ,, Capf.~~i.sm·~ would ~!!'!1 b.e t~o.i:ked ,Q.ut fully. a11 'Mii~i~m ·f. or this: 1}-.:a; and 3)'•we would :::" 

. never consent.,;o:~·~okli~" .,_: ;~~P.;i~~~tation, :be.it;'Black,' (!~_-_W~men; or .Yciii~il:. and it 
( wou~~ .a_ll -~e:.~c:ema~t;ed v;~h ;o':lr::-:uiJt~u~ c.~-~~apt _~f worker' en~ in~el~ec~~~~o . ~ ~eu.· ... 

~-\.-._---;::.. . . ' '. ::· . ' . •. 'I, . .• • . •• ~. ·i•'. . . . . . . . . . yo . ' 
-:,' th11_;~:·'Wa~:a~ .organ~atiton'befo:.:d~-• .;-th~~e.wa's ei~her .. a p~per''?r a .book.· ~T·'.l'IJlmB. ·: 

WAS• ~U!B ·tJtiU'YING KLEMENT,. WAS.~~CO~~ ere .'ORGANIZA'l:IOt{ J.l.s· !tESl'ONSIBit.ITY FO\t ~'·' · • 
IDEA. .. OF :~ISH rea· OUR .AGE~.' 'wt!cli -I'f!f AIM' ilEING' M!.lix~'s t:iJAJ.·· Oil" No DlVlSiON BZ~' ''". 
MENTAio ~·:·~-~;, .sP~cuz4~Y i'i!EORY.4~ i\ijc~cs·!s'A UNIT •. f.t:!,asa't thtlt: _ 

.;• the· ''p~~$:iet,ll qull!lti!'na~'· var~. ~er seduced t~_-. ~~ .ttueoti.!)n of ~·re~rui!D#t'~. First ' .. 
·. i\. we· .• we~-to cleat\DIIr"heads, an~ l:o.clcar them coU:ectbely at that Conference; ·.And -- · ·t:~e.n ·iig_ -~r~_):~~:i?:rauge ~fCr_ : · fiili.~hatienal Con'v:.en:ftou~ --~·we diG~··:'ilfter:a~~---;::a-.~_--·e.~~---.

I'Jlljqi:S.q of th~.JFT,. but: eveJ;I .. t:b\lt. fil~t ~e n~ver mad'e a point of," What we· d!d DIB~Ii 
a Pl:l~!lt of .was th~t:)r~ had .. 11·. inaj.oJ;ity.'~f ·~e: wprkers~.· · . . · : ·. · · .• ·. · '. 

' ' . · .· , · .-.': ; .:. · . · .. .. . . Ill!llgiile, therefore,. my shock, .. ,-
now at the end of March 1987, .to f:!.nd·that·· suddenly I aee: sn emer~nce of•_-a.di~fe~nce 
b_atween -~on~e~.t:--~~ ·p-rr~_t!.C~~P~ _bo~ __ vezy .:n?nFlY.- ~!eapp~1r ~i_s •ont.'l i~_:_~_e .. 
highest body ... Yhlch i!J why -,:. aalted that: the March 9 BED be callea of£. ·' . · 

0 .. ' •• '. 0 : 0 . '0: 0 0 0 0' ~. ••• o • .. ,o: R 0 ... ~ .. -::· • 0 .'~. •':• : ...... ~. :- '·: ., ••• • 0 ol !oo• 0 o o !·, ', 0 ' 

. . (Rilya then saf,d ~~t thi! £-ii.c!it:. Vllr~ we did. 'for' Black: HistorY Month 'ill really .. 
beat. B!=!Cd ,up. ~hl!n Lo~· will:' hav.e .COjlioieted his. to.irr of' the South'~ in riJii'd-April •. She . 
pointed iU!Iteao ·eo. how the concentratioh' on sciutli Ji.fric:a'·~s..: followed·:f.li''tha·pres:l~t-· 

. issue by -~e. ~~~d ;o~ Wt;~~ Eu~:)pa AnCl a _'J.'hee~ey/?rii!!ti.ce: co~limn tb'at wilt. bd•'c_<~nti'nu~ . 
on ·.w~t -~V:e:r)'~!.tlc .. :revp~v~s ajl_ou_t .:.:., the stri.<~gle_ b~I:Ween .,the two nu~lear ·c_uperpcmera; 
that; ~hrentens hwnru:!-ii:Y,' s -s~lval,, •. OJ;' tAke ,!;or that matter t~e whole quest~on of · · · 
out- :f:nte~t1,ol'\al.relations, ,whetlier it tie-South Africa, Haiti or the l'hlliFPines.)'·: 
Notht..~g so ~~es~ef! ~.is .. t;hl!;,.recent· ~ett~r from ·zi~a"Q.ue -:- and tliat ·.iris ·in. 'the · · 
period when we .ve.re all celebrating nn5 .:;-··•from the Sna'bane Mine Women~& Club;'- now 
how do you think they coulii'iiav'e heard of 'uri f-t'om so filr awiiy if it Yeren't ·for the 
i'O"~er ;:;f the ... I4~ ;_!lf. fre~d~. ,The. SB1jle .. we · q!= · conC!lt) tra ;ton is of course tr-..1e. of 
UB in· lebor, 'l\fl.·.Y9U :Wf.ll,-see from. the next i&liUB. with the .'I.ead bv' Mike on Heatpackf.ng, 

. • . •• • :. . • .' ,• • • ' • ol •• • • • •; 

..... ! repeat the·~ ~~~ha-.,~a· ~~ly··s ·moueh~ i~ft -~~r the· teSt of_.~he biweekly, the teSt 
of the finances. and,the prep~~ation for a. summation of' the three points we voted for 
at the .:last .Conventic;~n: !:he bi,;,.eekl~·· .oi:ganf.zet:!.onel gi:wth/ end the ·tt~o years' fo't' · 
-then~ book,·~d-~tth it let's return.to o~r'American roo~s in ·ibolitton:!.sm·and 
recall' Wendell l'hiUip'll' reply, .to thoqe _who'had l~ilghel'l at ~h!l. siimlf·A~ol~tion1.st: 
groups.'. challeng~ tg tlte·P01;1ers tliat: be: ''mten'you bave th~ee_peop~e ili"a room with 
n single though):_,;. ther~ you ha.ye. the bj!ginning o_f revoluti~n," · · 



~: : . 

'<". 

' ·. ~ ..... ~ •.. ,. 

·.;.j:l ,,,:,;.;,,;~;, ~ ,.... '~if(.,.~,b!~i~-· /g. .. -~~~~ 2.~· :~~~ ,, ~ ,( '-~· : . 
.. Dear'Frierldili. "·:··,; .· ... · ·t· r .. -.:;_,:, .. ,. • . ,!; ;-- 1,,, .:-- .. _. . ~ · . ·~ , 

' ,. ' : ~;
1

~rf~~~, ... ~~:~.·~t :~~ 0~~~-·-~~;~~~~~::;~~ti:~~:~ ~~~ .. ~~~~ 't~~;~i~~;:~;J~~t.i~ .. c:~ ' 
· · · cat:-0P.eA~~~d-.~;;;~-~~~~ [upe~e~ t~e dls~us8i~il o£f6rsan~za~1~ ''But·•ao verylimportaut·.: "('11fjLi

-~ . wa~,_~Y~~~~r;:po_rt:o~ Organization!· ~til"P~oje tio9~ ana. _discus a ion ':hich••foUow(l •,:Q 
l, tha~. bf>~~~·f~S~~IIl. !'JEB.' s and Me~ •local "should 1arrange·for:m~etings to'• discuss othis\ r. (fA' 
)toplc~ which 'no .. doubt will becom ~r)iciar ti.t ~this )•ear' ii 'Pl!mum·.;c. We 've·•done- I!O '~ll:V '!,. 

. :t'V :w~ the biweekly that aomebm; Orga!lizatioi) wlt!E_~ _ _!s s~p~~~~d t~ have:'.~eS' ......•... · . 
. ~fJ?;!l:-th.e-paper, was ~~ne ~' bo_!h~i~].J,~_end p~~ticall>)J. 

:, . V Mor_r.~!lr~}li,~1:o)'.'J~aJly, many of., . . em .. ~~~- seerll'l1ot' t~ ·be· awa~e o~·- tbe~~~"':'ue' .. 
· scamp .of", our em.e~~nc~ e.s an orga!l'izat~on•.in.l?SS~·· It:·<rbecame··the·rl!ason 'my .tn-·,v,:~:n· 

~~(~P.~~D:~.e.~-- ~h.~.-1955 ,-~o!'fere~tcet>n~lli!tiri~ .~r..:t t.f:!: :,: :i ~'··~· · ...... .': --· ;;:• .. ~).\·· ~ !J:·: ~ !1.::1 :.;:'.~:· . . o::_-· , 
. • _ .......... ·.-·.··,·-···: · .. · ·;.;.\a!; QJiG ...... o.i :'!t .. ;; ..-...... r:~ltl'.£)'~ :.;!:-~: .r,, "l~•·f;1v;;.f3 ~.. 1 .:.'r:·:~:)·::rt._ .. 

ougb·'that"l955 Bulletin ··ahaii€a fti:lt billy 'that•wec bad. ·an· organization .before···'' _,.:rl,. 
t er the paper or the book, consciousness of tha arduoug long journey of a.-half· .. · ·· · 

century of new forms, new passions, new thoughts, of tt.e ne,. urgency in the tasks. ., • 
for 20th century Marxism was not present, . !Us sing, too, uas even pel:'ception of· the 
full significance ~Marxists of the post-Lenin era of Lenin's phi~osophic 
ambivalence. We did stress that Lenin alone bad felt the ,compulsion to return to 
Marx's·roots in the Hegelian Dialectic, but we did.not linger on the ambivalence, 
'InstP.ad, we so pcssionately emphasized in what mire post·Leninists were, that 
Lenin's o:~mbivalence looked very nearly accidental because "they" were such fully 

·vulgar. materialists that Lenin had to insist that revolution could let 
nothing, including philosophy, divert attention from it. 

Whet ue first found out : as we kept ~king extensions of RLW!Ja~ from 8 
ttl 12 chapters, ~as the fact that though Lenin's breakthrough on the ;;elat1on9htp 
of idealism and'materialtsm woula remain our ground, we needed to go beyond. What 
was needed was to recognize that our. cwn originality end uniqueness, is: ro!>ted 
in this age bec4use humanity's ~ stage of development waa altogether new in 
the post·YWII world: 'l) lu production, automation; 2) First ever in East Europe 
revolt:s against Communist totalitarianis.m; 3) Emereelce of a whole new· Third World--

_Afri::a, AsiB, the Middle East, Latin America. (It was noted in l:he Report that we 
have done ver; well internationally, and indeed this was shown just recently in how 

... _ '1.;. Lillian arrnnged severe.l meetings. for our South African friend in the Bay Area End 
' made an appeal for financ.es which .netted the SA Domestic Workers $150 extra); 
. 4) The threat to the very survival of humanity that ncience in tba nuclear worl.J!. 
··hills led to. 5) And yet, at the very aame time, philosophically, there was a-break-·· 
.·through on the Absolute Idee, ·11hich saw it as a duel movement ill. unison, not only 

• from thi!O,ry but from_llrsctice, which is itself a form of. theory. •. 

Yours, 
(. ··; 

Rsya· . 
"··,, 

• -- .- -. .< •• 


