Talking to Mieel' (For'Individual study, not for reading to the Locals)* :

Dear Colleaguea, the above ti*le may sound strenge but(it is one WBy i whicn_~"‘

I make notes for. Future’ development, not-only on*the book- to-be on Organizﬂnioﬂr_L
but in all of my works when I have not yet worked out' a' ﬂnfinitive ‘form ‘in which'®
to.. present the fssue, That 1g why I have noted, parenthetically,wtheﬁ ‘this is‘not
to be read to the locals; it is for individual study only.' I°'do feel, howeverp

, that I need now to write up tha parentbetieel promise on p. 3“of the Jan. 12, 1987 -

" REB- Minutee whieh noted that T'will do' so, ‘and do 80 not mysterlouely but’ so that
L you cen work out for youraelf Lhe references to the 1933 ohiloaoph‘c 1etters on ‘the
Aboolute Idea, The: focus 1s on page 2 of the Mhy 12, 1953 Letter on “the’ Abeolote
Idea as. excerpted in - rhp ‘1982 ditioo -of Dialneticg of Liberatiot., TTe pointis .

to catcn the dieleetical flow of the Self-Determination of the Ioea, paragrapﬁ by
paragraph.... u .

Thn Firet hevegre,h.un t.._2‘:::.1‘..'; atientisn to p. 4

which shows how the’ stage of "exteriorization" 1s also tha tenstfication,‘

i, e..k,"i.nteriari zni-frm" i.a,, ntiv ' ) 1rd nxtenninn
; - SESey DAREEIAT T - St el
more intenae.. T ‘

-ie:\na ﬂF Tnai o

“The” eeeond péraéfaph on p.. "2, which- actacks 1mpatlence in’ "en éﬁéﬂl!ﬁ.ldﬁ
1ncom2zomlsing Bolshevik" manner, I aetribute to Hegel after which I qunte from’
p. 484 of the- Science of Lopic'

,Thet impatience whose only wish is to ge beyond thée determinent...‘
to be immediately’'in the absolute, has nothing before. it ag object
of 1ts cognition but the empty negative...or else would-be absolute,
which is imaginarv becauee it is neither posited nor comprehended

The dialectic £low’ of this quotetion 13 in no. way related to the two names
quoted in the preceeding paragraph of the letter,but even if said’ unconsciously,
‘has’ evnrything to do with what 1 follow the Hegel quotation with: .
o L am shaking ail over for we have come to whete we part from

Lenin. I meationed thar, although in the approach to the
_Aboclute Idea Lenin.had menticned that men"‘cognition not
_only .reflects -the. .objective world but crestws it, but. that
within the chapter be never developed it Dnjective world
connections, materialism, dialectical materialism,:it.is true,
but not the object and subject:as one fully developed.

3
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- *Tha references to the Soievce of Logic in 1953 were all to the Johﬂston &
_ Struthers translation.. "The penultimate Idea of - Cognition, . which includes ‘the Idea
~- of ‘the Good, is covered in Vol. IIL, pp. 460-465; .in the A.V. Hiller tranalation,
it appeare' on pp. '818-824. The Absolute Idea in Johnaston & Struthers is Py 466-
- 4863 in"Miller, pp. 828-844, ' The specific paragraph on impatience occura cn. .
Pe 483 An J&5; in Miller it is p.-841; while the "idea freely releasing- 1tself"
-appearg on pi485 in J&S, and p. 843 in Miller. So far as Nature 4o the Smaller

"~ Logic- {8 concerned, Pavagreph 244 1s the- final paragraph of the Enc!elogedia
v outline of the Science af Loqic.-~1:




“wwo - Stop for s moment. Hold tightiy to the fact that ever since, 194849, when
“., . L'firgt translated Lenin's Abékraét‘OE”Ehe"gggénééféf'Iogié;fifhavélaqné#hdthing
less than extolling Lenin philosophically, specifically on .the Sclence of Logic. . .
There' s -no;question about the fact that it was, Lenin who_created the Grest Divide
’iniﬁﬁﬁxiéﬁ;in,lﬁ14517.f:Oygiﬁreééhtféhéﬁgéd‘pé%éhb;ibnwgffﬁénfﬁfafphi!ﬁ?ggbgygm;.f R
aubivalence shows, here -that I actually did have some philosophiié differenced 8§ far
back as the early 1950s. .. - = o ven S RN

ey

. The fack fa that it was rot only Lenit who, by keeping the Fillosophic' ™ 7'
~Nocebools .to himself, separated philosoply from politics, "When we broke politically. =
-#ith, the concpe, of the vanguard party, we kept philosophy and politics in'two " =

sepgrg;g_co@bg:imgdtsaT'Wﬁat‘this'1953fLé£f§i‘éhﬁWé'nGF,'ié“fbatﬂi@ﬁégquiipiit¢Y?s . :

@ sharper critique of Lenin's philosophic ambivalence than Shown in Markisw & Freedom.
. In 1933, on the bther hand; as we guw’ B the cHapter on.. . .

above, I hed strebsed that in the chapter on. .

LA IR e

The 1dea of Cognitidn Lenin had not concretized the oblectivity of Cognitfon, = "

... Here I wish to introduce something totally new from what I reported to the

. REB jon Jan. '12. . Since then, Mile and Olga have completed goilng through another bo
of archival material, and fzom it came out a letier to me ‘from ‘Grace Lee dated

August 3%, 1952, With her usual ‘hyperbole, here 15 part of Wi  wEeLy

B e e
FPOLA L Ve WG 'I't.-l-:.- Ui .
Bea e e

@8 you have never ‘Written hefore., Instead of that one-to-one:’
ccrrespondence where you impose a:
now ingide

__ .. You have mastered legel, .. You write in your letter of:August 22

BUST Lr
movement on the Logic, you are - -
the movement of the Logie, caught up in its rhythms.

.. The number .of people in the world who can do that can. probably be
w-icunted on the fingers of ome handi You are absolutely right in
characterizing Herman's (Johnny Zupan) sesrch for the party as the
Logic of the "Idea of the Good"--which stands in its own way and
hence must in the end turn against itself. L

‘We haven't found my letter of August 29, 1952 which produced that enthusiasa -
3 year before I broke through on the Abselute, but it is clear from what ghe said
on August 31 that I had-evidently been writing on the penultimate chaapter from the
Science of Llogic, "The Ides of Cognition.” She further points to that specific
chapter because, very clearly, I had been relating the Idea of'Cognitgpn'to the
concept of Organization. What was facing the JFT now that it finslly broke fully
with Trotskyism was the question: What kind of Organization now? This took s most
omninous turn:as 1 was .coming to a break with Johnsonism, 195C-53, The apecific
objective event that precipitated the criais in 1953 was Stalin's death,**

. Y A -

- ¥*The game type of crisis as occurred in March-April 1953 over the JFT's "
attitude to Stalin's death reoccurred with the first issue of Correspondence in
Oct, 1953, for which I had written the lead on the Beria Purge. Reexamining -this
in 1387, T realize that what looks like the "Russian Question” -- that same old :
"Russisn Question" which caused the first break with Trotskyism at the approach of
World War Il and reoccurred in 1950 on the Kprean War--was, far from being on the
"Russian Question", was actually on the decisive question of War and Revélution -
which hag always marked that new continent of thought and revolution of Marxisu. -
from its birth. 1917 designated its move to the twentieth century. It was Stalin's
coddter-revolution”that gave it & narrow nationalist stamp., Why the hell have all

. of us bean caught in that linguistic web? S S

‘.
e




=0 IniMateh 19531 falt very Stibhglyjfhét'éﬁuinéuﬁuslﬁai*beaﬁéliféedéﬁgqﬂfthe:
.Beads of the Rugsian and Egst’ Eurdpesn masses (evidently aldo Erom my+haad)*an
hat revolte were sure to happen. It was a'very excitingdaviin Detroit; both T
because ‘th “Black production worker, Charlas. Denby,” and" th‘é,'héagi"-of‘fi_t;heﬂ?fduth;‘J‘Sgef'.a'f
had indeperdently thought that, no doubt; "I, wished"to writs a'political éstimatet’
Of,Ehétuﬁpfldééhakiﬁg’eﬁéﬁt}“théy3v0165téefédftbfwbrk:?1th?mé*é11?nigﬁtﬁﬂfwhepi
Denby appeared after his day at Chrysler hé’cbﬁéte;gﬁég‘ﬁhis’fﬁithéi;f1gu8hi?8?
Jubilantly and daying that what all the worketrs were ' taikifig about;. as’the radio o
blared forth'the mews of Stalin's death, was: "I've got just the person o’ take /. -
. his place -~ my foreman," "Denby asked 1£'1 had that article I'was:always: talking’
- about 6n’ the grgétfttadé'ﬁnibﬁ-debate'béfween5Léhiﬁ'éndfTrotskﬁ‘iq;1920 {on-which™ "
. L hed"been working since the 1940s), .Denby felt that the vorkers would now walcéme .-
such a revelation; he wished to distribute it to them. . . . .0 Ll Re
.. ‘Think of the unpleasant shock that then occurred when Gface,lwho?wgn inii
"California and the responsible editor for that issue of the mimeographed - : "
Corkespbn&enée,ﬁglt that the Lead article could not be on Stglin's death, but on
the "naw™ women around Selma who disregarded the blare from ‘the radio’ ennouncing
Stalin’s death, Instead,. they were exchanging recipes for hamburgers. Not only
was that. idiotie sezestion floatad, but’ she ‘under tobk to'cénsor my "~ analysis -
on the significance of Stalin's death, so that it too sounded not so world-shaking,
. Such =n’attitude towards a world event produced such a - struggle hetween me and
Grace, that it ectualiy affected the whole JFT. S L
e T What was CLR's "solution" to the erisis
‘created by the different attitudes, both to Stalin's death and ‘to the taskg'of a
Marxist newspaper? ' It was typically Jamesian: I was judged to be "politically" -
right, but nevartheless tetally wrong because of my. sharp attack on Grace. Grace
was judged to be "politically™ viong, hut gbsolutely right because she listened
‘to the "new". After two months of this type of meaningless, diversionary, empty
"solution™ to both things happening in the objective world and attitudes to what are
the tasks of a Marxist newspaper to objective events, I asked for a week off, left

Detroit for Ann Arbor - and out of me poured ‘those letters of May 12 and 20 on the
Abselute Idea, ,

:

Now then, because the dialectic flow in the present singling out of p. 2 of
the May 12, 1953 Letter points also to ‘the.relevance of looking at it with eyes of
1987, let me examine the new find, the 1952 letter which shows I had made a plunge
into the Idea of Cognition, especially on the section "The Idea of the Good."
Clearly, I definitely had Organization in mind. This wes not on the ievel of James
‘and Grace and their dizlectic of the “Party", but on the question of Dialectic

"in and for itself." Whila I do not remenber where I raised the question that I
wasn't quite happy with Lenin's 16 point definition of the Dialectic, I had called
attention to the fact that Lenin says ite final two points {15 and 16) are
"ezamplea of point 9." This, I felt, was a step back from proceeding with the
Absolute fdea and returning to the Doctrine of Essence, Form and Content
specifically, '

At the same time -- and that's when T did get brave and gtarted arguing with
Lenin as 1f he were right thera -- I began arguing with Lenin because he had asked
the readers to disregard the last half paragraph of the chapter on the Abgolute
Idea while I insisted that had he suffered from Stalinism for three long decades
he would have seen the relevance of following Hegel's Abaclutss to the end, (Tois
of course 1s taken up in the May 20, 1953 Letter, where I dzal with the three final
syllogisms, but for the present. what ig compelling {s to ‘trace the many ways of
the development of the Self-Determination of the Idez.) ' :

10850




_]-‘rom exteriorization/interiorization it lapsed 1nt0wa3wou1dube ?aboolote"
. 'Lenin: to remain at.tha “approach.to”, i.e.,.. § - e,
/Ihis,is. the.reason:why Lenin- preferred. toﬁlet the Absoluta Ideo 550P; at‘EéEkEE
- (Practice),: crediting- Hegel. with; stretching -2’ hand to material:s,A',
.£ollowing Hegel.to: the last. -part ,of .that paragraph when Ha&el insists thet
Abgolutes had not-been, completed with tné"nbsolute Idea,,aﬂd “”“1~5ﬁi}1'$9
“he Philosophy of Nature, and: :Philosophy of Mind before ‘complet
Abaolute Mird. . Puts anonher way, in place of, any aeif-criticxsm,N i
Lenin left fufute -generetions without full. illumlnation of wﬁat ‘may i
Stalinism.a_lt is; the.generation. that followed our age that suffered thro;gﬁ“J
.:three decades  of Stalinism, that had to face the reality of what hopp_' '
It is Lhis point this objectivity,. this concreteness that, embolde ed

%

vhere Lenina stopped at the appioach io ﬁnu Absolute Idea, but’to- Luixuw ncacx:og
the Ph losophyicf Mind, - The Absolute Method openad new doors alreadY in the
Absolute Idea whfch Hegel defined ast. e I i :

~The pure ;uea, in- wnxcn the uetermlnatenﬂss or reaxlty orf»,_

is itself raiged. to the level of. Votxon - is an abso‘ute l;hggﬂsigg
‘h-VAua no- further immediate’ uece—mxnaclon whichi“is noc equu;;y N
Eosited and equally Notion., - Consequently there is mo transitioo L
in thig. f*oedom...Tﬁe transition here tne*efoca muat rather be
taken ‘to mean that the Idea freely releases itself...."

S p'ard shout: "The Idea rreeLy reLeases itself," Shou: this while
a flashing light 11lum inatee Real*ty and its meaning, philosophv and revolution.;
, Instead of placing a “No Entrance" sign over organization as pure polttics

inally are in.the process of: working out dialacoios of philosophy and ..
ganization. :

Raya




