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llbmtn~ UberatiJJn tuld lh• DiDJecdcs of 
Rtrolulion: Reuchlng for the 1"'llrlre 
A 35-¥."11' Clllkc:Jon of Euays..!His:toric, 
PIUJosophU, GIDHl 
by Raya Duiia)'c'o-.byu 
Humanities Pr.:ss Intcl'lllltional, 19&5 
294 pp., $15.95 

by Anne Jaclanl 
Roya Duna~skaya is the founder of 
Mar.rist-Hunia'li= in the Unitro Slates. SJo.e 
it foUnder a:rd Choirwom.m of N!!W> and 
Letters Commin!!~s, ami writes a column 
'7heory!Pructice" in News and Letten n.w:
paper. Brought ;,~,.,from Rutsia a: a cltild. 
she soo~: became invo/Yed in the Black and 
labor mdvemer.ts of the 1920s. Sh~ ...,... ~
sian :ecret<try to ihe exiled Lton 'llv:.d:y in 
Maico from 1937-1938, but broke with him 
over the nature of the IW:sian . .st<lte. 

Her earlier books-Ro_sa Luxemburg, 
· Wo""'n's Liberati.on;and Marx's Fhilosopby 
of Revolution (1982), Philosophy and Revo
lutio~ (1973) and M.~ncis:m ro!J 1-'rtednm 
(1958) are also published by Humanities 
~ss l,e:!:r':".:::i::.*:::!.- ... =";;;;; :,"iwi wid ui:U:r 
»·ritlngs a;ul information about discuSsions, 
write N""'-s & Letter.s, PO &g 196, New 
l&rk, NY 10163, or call (212) 663·3631. 

The M&nist-Hu:nani•t and feminist phiio
sopher Raya Dunayevslcaya's fcurth book, 
llbmen~ Libcrruio11 and the lJlaltctics of 
~olutitm, re\'Cals VA.lmen's history in rcla· 
DUn to many rcvciutiooa."'Y movmlCtlts over 
the past 3S }"e3r.$, Often havirg rOOts in even 
earli.er forms of ~tf-orpnhatic-o. Her con
clusion t!\at mas,o;es t~f women.9S ideas are an 
objective force in lrls~ory, whCD th"e Wbinen 
h.."Ve cornititut<d themselves a IIXI'""".:nt for 
libcmtion, has been cen<ral to the dc:velo:>-
ment of her philosophy. · 

Unlike Robin Mol)l3ll's orn:-big·sisteritood 
,idea, which never gives us any direction for 
1-.uw to g<t r'.d of llili: in<reasingly oppressl.., 
society, Dllneyevskaya spells out her Marxist· 
Humznist methodolo&Y so tJmt we con learn 
to "reach for the future'' in our own activi· 
tics~ She has founded a philo:;opby based 
upon sct-jng ma'>SCS in JTJOtion as movements 
from practic.o to tlto!Ory, a:td her goal of"""' 
lotion is the full self-dt·...,Jopm=nt of the 
individ:~a!. 

The. fmt S(ct!on cf th= bee!.: i: ::ntitlc,.:!, 
"Women, U.bor and !he Black Dimcmion:• · 
lllld begins wilh a 1969 spcec:b in which r.he 
bring.• together Black women Abolitionists, 
Greelc literoture and the new feminist move· 
ment, Hegcl's dilllectic of history aud Marx's 
c.U for "a n-:w humanism:• This is where 
she first developed tile a.tegory of """met• 
as reason as wcli as force of liMJlution." 

Dunaye';sl<o)'B r.ha.~S us wo=n's n:bel· 
lions S!lG..'J ~ the 1929 Nigerian "Women'& 
War:' and their id:as aboUt the kind cf soci<· 
iy they Wlll!l• 8S high points in history. 1b UDc 
derstand thc dialedics of historic momcnts, 
r.he shows, is tc illumino~ a.-.1 push forwa.-d 
tod..~ .. a.'ld lmlomm'l re\O!ts. Thus. we fo!. 
low Dunayewkaya devcloping h-.i p!u'1osl¢y 
by simultoneoos!y digging d<ep int<> Marx'• 
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"new contment cf thought" and listening 
closely to women, recreating Mm's own 
methodology for our epcx:b. Hers is a p...,.. 
tical philosophy, meant to lie!p cllonge the 
""rid, and this book iUU>tm~cs IKr.v OVCI')tine 
csn .. reach for the future" herself. ' 

Part 2, "Re\Q!utiona.Tics All." bogir.s with 
an analysis of the Iranian ~CYC>lution written , 
in March !91!1, when Kbomeini's rounter· j . 
~!!!:!!on-":.:: fu--;: :.kiiij-bvM/UuiUI)'CV.:-·.1 :: 
skaya ~ on t.'ia wiy au~mpis-ai ihe · 
women's !I10YCmelll to stop him and to deep-
en tho socilll revolution, deinomtra:ing and 
shouting, .~'We rri!!~ th~ ~l\:tien _fer 
freedom and got imfreedom." Sh<: also L 
re"w'r"~J; tlrat !n u-:.: 1~::5 ::o;:;l;:tivn,- Uia S\ip-· 
posedly baclr.\\llld Iranian women rorm..J the 
first women's Soviets anywbeie in the ""rid. 
Her consistent emphasis on "what lutppens 
after the revolution''-which cimoern she 
shows ;vomen raising in every struzglc~is ! 
vit.d to our age ~ frcque.~t remlution aDd 
countermulution, from Africa to Gronada. · 

Part 3, "Seotism, Ftllitics sr.d Rcvolulion-: 
;apiii, rl.Jriugai, Poiam, Chlna, Latin ·Ame- · ·
rica,. the U.S.-Is There an Organi.z.uional 
Answel'l" ""ponds to queotioll! raised by 
the '''"non'• movement itseli. Dwuyevskaya 
wdte.s: • 

"In grappling with Women's Libera
tion in~maticmally, I found that, no 
mal'.cr haw different the group or wbat 
t.'a: ~Uj, u~ u.p~Ju.&.""UU qu=iiun 
seemed to prevail: Could a new rugani
ution<d fonn be the answer to \Wmtn's 
never~ing oppression, inequality and 
alienation, at work,' in the home, and in 
lhe supposedly noutrel cLdturallic!d?" 

I 
! . 
i 

The essays illumin•te the relatioruhip be· 
tween women and men in revolutionary fer
ment. raLier than. w~nching women out of ! . 

the ""'t of history. The P<>nugccse Women's I 
Liberation Movement, for example, t.oth I 
helped start the revolution <>f 1915, and ex· 
posed its contradiclions when wo~~~<n's de- 1 
r,>::r.1; '''""' siljipres.;ed by ~·.., Lefi. There I 
are =hanges with Mexi.:an and Peruvian 
feminists on Latin Americ3's ~·unfini~hed ! -
revolutions.'' ! 

Dunayevska)11 discusses her own IW'..thod· 
ology in Pan 4, '11tc Trail to the 1980s: The 
Mi55Ing Link-P"niiosophy-in the Reiation
ship of Revolution :0 Organization:• Again, . 
philosophy i.; immedilliely made CO.'ICfele in 
the first piece, a 1984 WBAI broadcast in 
which •~= di!ct'5S<:S Jm-e •nd !he fumlly 
''after the revolution." when, Lhe say!, ~ 
~.ani work of practicing "revolution in per
manence" ~ly begins. 

Dunayavska)lll's Marxist-Humanism· is 
1 

completely oppose:! to the chauvinists and • 
elitists wbom she ir<c,!udcs in the pejol'lllive l 
cale!,'Ory of ''poct·Maa M=ists;' .. ....U as 
to every •we-power on canh. Only the re· 
establishment of Mar.i:'s Marxism, s!ie" says, I . 
can meet rhe cba!iengc posed by the contin
UOilS m'Olts "'frotn bc-!ow., ou tbt: cne hand, I 
and the threat of l!llCkar rmnibil•tiM or COli· ! 
tinued exploitlltion on the otber. • 
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[)un~ye,rsk~aya colle.ction 
How can we insvxe tills tim1: 
that abortion rights and other 
forms of WOIDCil'S freedom 
will be . permanent rmd for 
everyone? 

B71AURIE CASHD.~ 
CoorriiHrtllls Wriw 

Wome11:S Libe;ation allll the 
Dio/ectics of Revolution: 
Rettching for the Futu.•fi·A 
35-year Collection of Essays
His,loric, Philosophic, Global • . 
by Raya Dunayevska)'ll 

Over 100,000 women took 
the fight for control over their 
own, bodie:: to Was.bington, 
D.C. just one · month ago, 
malting the M'an:h for 
Women's Lives Oil MwrclJ !>the 
larnest women's rights 
demonstration ever in the 
Ucited States: 

The resurgence of the 
wonten's. movc:ni1:ut coincides . 
with tbe publication of a new 
boo!~ , .bY Manist-HtlllUIDist 
phii•JSOpber Wid f~minist Raya 

. • • . •• ~· . l •• ·, • ·,·.· •• ,·,· 

Dunaycvslcaya, Women's 
Liberation ar.4 the Dialectics 
of R•>volution: Reaching for · 
t!re Futllre. 
Th~ qu~t[ons raised by 

wom~n who ettended the 
march undcrSi:ore the urgency 

· of what Dunaycvskaya calls 
"reaching for . the future. n 

Among the thousands of 
· students whc• came to the 

march directly from anti
apartheid sit-ins and Central 
Am.:rican solidarity 
demonstratioiis on their cam
puses, m1111y want to know 
wby .the women's movement 
lost so much ... ground to 
Reaganism. Why. has the ad
vancement "f profc:S:lional 
women been .ac;comp<!nied by 
wlaat we now call. the 
"feminization of -poverty?" 

,· o I,-, 1•. . . . . . . 

To Dunayevskaya question; 
like these si!!nify ru desire for 11 
new relationshiJ) between · 
theory and pracf:ice-<l desiro: 
which, she insist! 1 was niised 
by the modem women's Iibera· 
tion movement · fl.t it:; . out.._c,:et 
nearly two dcoullr:s a,~o. Th1: 
very ilm ~Y ill<this 3s-yeair 
collec!ion, written ht 1969, 
hilils th&t ''new ri:iovement 8!1 

"Reason and n:vohitionar)r 
force." . · ·.' · · · 

She portrays thii actl.ons and : 
ideas of women ' tlu'l3ughout 
hi:;tor)' as an obj,i:d.ivc ·fore:, 
bt:t particularly·fc•cu.sc:s on to, 

Contir.uad,ori'pago a; . 
• • ,·' • '• • :. ·, '• 'o • .. i' ,•, ,• :'; 
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