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by Anne Jaclard o
Rava Dunayevskaya is the founder of
Marxist-Humanism in the United States, She
Is founder axd Chairwoman of News and
Letters Commiitzes, and writes a column
“Theory/Practice” in News and Letters news-
paper. Brought herz from Russia as a ¢liid,
she soor became involved in the Black and
labor movererzs of the 1920s. She way Rus.
sian secreiary to the exiled Leon Trotsky in
Mexico from 1937-1938, buss broke with him
over the nature of the Russian stare,

Her earlier books—Rosa Luxemburg,

“Women's Liberation ;and Marx's Fhilosophy

of Revolution 952}, Philcsophy and Revo-
lution (1973) and Marxism and Freedom
(I758) are also publisied by Humanities
Press Imtzmmationsls Bor these and oiher
writings aad information about discussions,
write News & Lefiers, PO Bor 196, New
York, NY 10163, or call {212) 663-3631.

The Marxist-Humanist and ferninist phiio-
sopher Raya Dunayevskaya’s fcurth book,
Women's Liberaiion and the Dialectics of
Revolution, reveals women's history in rela-

£on 0 many revshidorary movements over

the past 35 years, often havicg roots in even
zarlier forms of self-organization. Her con-
clusion that masses of womea’s ideas are an

objective force in listory, when the women

have constituted themselves & meverrent for
liberation, has been central to the develon-
‘ment of her philosophy. '

Unlike Robin Morgan's ons-biz-sisteriood
[des, which never gives us any direction for
kow o get rid of this increasingly oppressive
society, Dunzyevskaya spelis o her Marxist-
Humenist methodology so thot we cen learn
to “reack for the future” in our own activi-
tics. She has founded a philosophy based
upen seeing masses in motion as maovements
from practice to theory, and her goal of revo-
lutiont is the full seif-developmsnt of the
indivigual, -

The first section of the book is

200 A
shltico,

“Women, Labor and the Black Ditnensien”

and begins with u 1969 speech in which she
brings together Black women Aboiitionists,
Greex literature and the new feminist move-
ment, Hegel's dialectic of history and Marx's
call for “a aew humanisra” This is where
she first developed the category of “women
a3 reason as weli as foree of revolution.”
Dunayevskzya shows us women's rebel-
lions such as the 1929 Nigerian “Women's
War” and their dzas abott the kind of socie-

iyuzym.asMghpcintxinhismmThun- '

derstand the dialectics of historic moments,

she shows, is to ilhwainate and push forwand

today's and tomomow’s revolts, Thus, we fol-
low Dunayevskaya developing her philosophy
by simulteaesusly digging deep into Marx’s

skaye focuses on the CaADy aucinpis of e

“new contnent cf thought™ and listening
closely to women, recreating Marx's own
methodology for our epoch. Hers is a pruc-
tical philosophy, meant to help change the - :
world, and this book iflustrates how everyone
can “reach for the future” hersel?. B

Pait 2, “Revolutionaries Ali” begits with
an analysis of the ¥ranian revoluticn written -
in March 197, when Khomeinj's counter-

2 Lin_ f_f8. wu . s
revolntion wes fioas &R 30ni; " Dunaycv-

women's movensnt 1o stop him and to
en the social revolution, demonstrating and
shouting, “We made the revnlntian . for

freedom and got unfreedom”* She also

reveals that In the 1885 revolotion, e sup-

posedly backward Iranian women formed the -
first women's soviets anywheate in the wosld, -
Her consistent emphasis on “what happans
after the revolution~which concern she
shows wemen raising in every struggle—is @
vitad to our age of frequent revolution and
ccuniztrevolution, from Africa to Grenada, -
Part 3, “Sexism, Politics and Revolution—

3 P

Jaian, Porugai, Foiand, Chins, Latin Ame-~

tica, the U.S.~Js There an Organizationz!
Answer?” rospouds to questions mised by
the womea's imovement itsel:. Dunayevskaya
writes: - ' .
“In grappling with Women's Libera-
ticn internationally, 1 found that, no
matier how different the group or what
the CoUnlTy, Ot i gaiizaticng question -
seemed to prevail; Could a new organi-
zational form be the answer to women's
never-ending oppression, inequality and
alienation, ai work, in the home, and in
the supposedly ncutrel cultural ficld?”

The essays illuminate the relationship be-
tween wemen and men in revolutionary fer-
ment, tather than wrenching women out of
the rest of history. The Portuguese Women's
Liberation Movement, for example, hoth
helped start the revolution of 1935, wnd ex-
posed its contradictions when women's de-

sands weore suppressed by the Lefi. There

are sxchanges with Mexican ard Peruvian
feminists on Latin America's “unfinished
revolutions”

Dunayevskaya discusses her own method-
ology in Part 4, “The Trail to the 1980s: The
Missing Link—Phiiosophy—in the Relation-
ship of Revolution to Organization.” Again,
philosophy is immediately made concrete in

“the first piece, a 1984 WBAI broadeast in

which she ditcrsses love and the faraily - -

“after the revolution,” 'when, she saye, the
kard work of practicing “revolution in per- .
manence™ reaily begios. .
Dunayavskayu's Marxisi-Humanism is :
completely opposed to the chauvinists and - !
elitists whom she ircludes in the pejorutive
category of “post-Marx Marxists)” s well as
10 every state-power on carth. Only the re- -
estsblishment of Marx's Marxism, shie says,
can mest the chalienge posed by the contin-
uous revolts “from below™ on the cne hand,
and the threat of ruclcar ennihilation or con-

_tinued exploitstion on the other. W
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By LAURIE CASHD! AN
Coutribating Writes

Vromen’s Liberation and the
Dialectics of Revalution:
Reachirg  for the Future-A
35~year Collection of Essays-

His'oric, Philosophic, Giobal. .
by Ruya Dunayevskaya

QOver 100,000 women took
the fight for control over their
own, bodies 1o ‘Washington,
D.C, just one menth ago,
making the March for
Woinen's Lives ons March Sthe
largest women’s r:ghts
demonstration ever in the
Urited States.’

The resurgence of lhe

women's . movement coincides
with the publication of & new -

boolk , by Marxist-Humanist
pl'ulosopher and feminist Raya

'_1.51"‘.

Dunayevskaya, Women's
Liberation arnd the Dialectics
of Revolutiom:
the Future,
The gquestions raised by
women who attended the
march underscore the urgency

- of what Dunayevskaya calls

“yeaching for . the future.”

Among the thousands of

- students who came to the

march direcﬁ'y from anti-
apartkeid sit-ins and Ceéntral
Americanp solidarity
demonstrations on their cam-

" puses, many want to know

why the women’s movement
lost so much ground to
Reaganism. Why hes the ad-

‘vancement <f professional

women been accompanied by
what we now call . the
"fcmuuzauon of povcrty?"

NRERES -

Reaching for

How can we msu:re this time
that abortion rights and other

forms of women’s [reedom

will be . permanent and for

everyone?

To Dunayevska ya questions

like these sipnify a desire fora
new relationship between

theory and pract: ice—a desire

. which, she insiste, was raisedd
by the modern wornen's libera-
tion movemest 3t its. oulsel

nearly two decadus ago. The
vecy Tirst essay i this 35—ywr

. collection, written in 1963,
' hails that ‘new movement a3
“Reason and r:*volubonarv :

force.”

She portrays t.ht' a::tlons nml g

+ ideas of women': thmughom
history as an objuctive force, &

but particulatly foruses op to- | -

Gontinuad on paga 8 ..




