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A REPGRT ¥ INE BLACK-RED CONFERENCE HELD TN DETROIT, AN, 12, 1969

_ WELCOME BY CHARIES DENEY:

only for the saks of colem, fut for the sake of pailescphy, a philosephy of Jierw-' °
ation, We hope thet this will not.be a one-shot conference, but a continuing Qi '
-2logue of black and whita, workers ard.intellectuals, adults ard youtk, mon. and -

women, that will lsid to & trve unity of action ani thoughts.  You yourselt will

decide at tho.end of the day how you will carry this out, what concreta motions
-.Jou wish %o pass, whethér you wish to publish the discussion, or use it as a

tasis to start some conerate activitios liks YMlack orgenizations, black caucuses -

in the wndons, or in the Nack student unions, or wify o cormittes for the study

of philosophy in the revolution, It is completely wp ts you, : :

- To encourage the tlacks to epeak out, we have arranged a special ceating
at this conferencs, black in front, white in teck, But in ths afternoon session,
We hope oth will speak out, and arrive at some wmified retion on the floor,
¥any times blsck people have said they 4id not want to talk, but to listan, But’
one of the main purpesss of this confarencs is to have the black peopie speak out. -
Everyone will have ten minuies, The author of Fadlogorhy and Revolution will have.

- an hour . first, tut the discuszicn w1l continus the entire day, We will heap
revalutionary philoscphy axplained, ard the author will show hov she sees the .
revolutionary situatica in the vorld, as well as right here =— ard hew she liopos
You w1ll help her wrats the finzl section of her work, To introduce her s L
will turn the chair over to a biack youth, Ray,

INTRODUCTION ‘BY RAY:.

- Back in 1920, vhen nationalism among black pecple first took its roots,

the U,5, government tried to suppross the propagetlon of radical ideas that the
Russian Revolution, waich had just takem placs thiss years before, in 1937, had
dnstilled in black pacple in this country. Bt small groups of black radicals -
retaliated to the government's attack by publishing the fact thst socialism stood
for the hlack man's smanclpation crd that the reformers in America souldn't do
anything to botter the conditions of black people, :

it the words of Claude McZay, who was e black poet at that timet” I
think that Afrc-imericans have fourd that Marx had been interested anl fought
valiantly. for black emancipation.” And this is true, Marx was very interested

L.dn the Hlack struzzls of his time in this country, During the Aperican Civii
War, he criticised the American socialists and people who caliled themselves '
S - Marxists at that time, for not taking a part and supporting the black man's fight
o for - frosdom, Just bdcause it was not, as they considered it, a class issus. Hs
.~ "alsc formed s workers' group which later becume the First Internetional; to go
. on strike in Burcpe in support of the Nowth in Azorics and close down any plant .
.+ -that used cotton from the South. The black struggle also played s very important:
i vpart in all of his writings, and especislly the writing of his most impertant
7 book, Capitels - e




o Yo Lenin, the hlack struggle in America was alsc important, He dn=- "~
cluded 3% 4n hie theeds on tho lational and Colonial Questions, To Lenin, the. =
- word "nation” didn't mean just 2 national growp or a country that was. baing. ep=.: .-
pressed, It also included minority groups within a given nation. Ee stated that
- 1 wag_net. anough. to be for s pewslutdon, Iub vou mast also solve any ha 2
question-that-sxisis within'a naticnal: Founds#¥. Ho said you Have to Support na
ticnal siruggles that developed along the lines of Indeperdent. mags activity.

.+ Bis criticisms of those who say they are for a ravolution and donot " - -
support the national questions, spply 2lso in this country, Ths so-called Sccial-
ists and Commmists are not willing to face the full meaning of the nationel ques~ .

. tion here in ‘Americe, Much has been written and spoken about the samaness 'cf ..
black paople to the Amorlcan Dream, in order to prove that the black people are. .
‘not a netien, Then why doos thera oxist & black question or problsm Reday? -
It i3 because American radicals have failed to urderstand the fact or the Maywiatg - L
principles and spproach to the Hatienal Quostion, They must by now realize thet .
black pacple are not waiting for them tc wake up, but are moving on our ovm te . .

A

: Tke quastion is, can a genuine Marzism ag precticed by both Marx and
Lenin in their time, be applied to our day? The answer is yos, and that is what -
our principle speaker for tcdsy will be attempting o do, in her new bock, -~
Fhllosothy snd Revolution. She i= & Marmist-Humenist, and her name is Rays =~

Dunayevsiays, the author of The Afro-dsian Reyolutions and a booi called Mapsism
and Preedem. I would like to turn the conferance ovor to her. S

L

.

Tho 59 participants present represented nct only Bleck ard white, mt
Maxican-Amorican and Japanese activists in tho froedom movement, as wall, Young
and old, workers and students. members of at least a dozen varied crganizations,
they Heard the following prosantatjon, and then discussed == for sz full hours ==
flmost every question discussed in the black ccmmnity today. L




PRESENTATION EY RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA TO THE BT.ACK-EID
~ held in Detroit, Michigan == Jm;gry.lz.

 Let's talk == not a'bout the moon and the stars.and the nlanet.s, and
1ittle homilies from cuter space, as if we con't have encugh trouble on this .
aayth = Jmt ahant what 48 & cmank

....I..‘.Ll PRI J, 3., PN

o gt dsal noTs: ApOF ANt e pw_p:.u, Bupuum.t..;\v
— Lt nv.l.t-.buﬁ yWP.I.E’ e::pecml.l.:,’ the MCK WOI'KmB Fecple ,M ’

L the A\dm:!n&stution thinks that be”auae Wwe have somg astrom.ut heror.e.’: ‘

wo will thoreby forget-about var, racism, poverty, and the world that needs some: .

reshaping, we will have %o tell it to him like 1t is, Bocguse first and fore-
most is MAN and TABOR, It is not the moon that came down to-look at us, It
13 we vho went up to loo‘c &t the mocn. And the hardwsre that want into that is
not'onJJ & problam of science, ‘In fact, tho reason you can go to tiie moon, Mt
can’t solve the housing problem right here in a Iittle slum is. ‘becausa you have
341!‘&3'3 hadl in 01&83 Eﬂciﬁt?. +.ﬂiq ﬁ*\?“ﬂ“‘nﬂ "\n“'!.‘:'e.an an-‘nhna n*nvl l-ifn .ﬂ.m Maz=r
saw long, long ago ~- soms 130 yesrs ago —- that if you're going to have & dif-
. ferent principle for life and for selsnce; you will bs living & lie. That is

“Just'wrat wo have been living all thess yoars, A there are reasons wny thare' '
is this grea.t division, o ‘ .

)

A1), 5f the history of mankird can be devaloped just on the h..story of
labor. ‘Even if we axclude science (hich we can't), it would st4ll be & fact.
that it is not only the hardware to go to the moon that lsbor has built, He
has built the primary things on oerth, which really make the world go arourd:
focd, sheltew, clothing, labor has built everything, - Bat don't think that
Just because the working man has produced all of this, the only thing he can
do is manual laber, 7That is what the capitalist wants Jou to think,

Thora is another kind of lebor besides manua) -- mental, activity. And
this montal a.ctiv:lty is not restricted tc scientists or to other intellsctuals,
. In fact, what they think generally ccmes from this movement from bolow, What
15 most important of all is that workers think their own thoughts, And the '
thoughta that workers think are the thoughisthat nove the world,

It 15 all summardzed in one word ¢ freedom, There is no such t.hing as
- thought that has a.ny significance unless it is the thought of how to get free-
dom, All of msn's history is various stages of tha struggle for freedom. 4And
though capltalism may bo better than slavery, we still have a long way to go.
So == first, we have labor as a manuel activity; second, laber as a mantal sc-
tivity. Whet gets overylhing changed is thinking how and by what ncans you can
- move to Treedon, and rasses actively moving toward freedon.

Bogidas hbor ard thought, we hava some colors that are not acoidsntal
Nh:len Wa _snould talle ahout Aodays h“aek and rad___ Black and red stand for the -

aetml novement of sociatye

T L —-‘Gt's 3'."'-" in 183;., Nﬁt Tumnsr's Revolt, That was the sams: ;03" Boma ~

whitas in New England sterted a paper calied the ,_Jb_qmp;. stimlated by the
" movement, of the slaves in the South. The coalescence of these tiwo forces
-led finally to the Civil War, But that's not why I'm choosing 1831 for today’s.
dizauasion. I'm choosing it tor Hat Turner's Revoli =='he tried to ba free axd
he was hangcd for it == and I'm choosing it because that was tha year thn*




man named r...--m WMlheln Friedrich negel died. He was'd German phi...osopher :xc .
dealt only w'ith though in ivory towers, yet what Nat Turner did and thought.is
_ "ei.atad to Hegal. though they wers of course quite mmimowm to each cthar.,r

. Iagt yoar a prize was given to a white Southerner. Zor & tock about. Nat
'I\mer - a horrib’le backs A lot of black intellectuals. got very angry-and’ AN

sworwd the author, Styron. Thetra iz not s bad snawey =— ‘but whet is rsa.lj.y
“groat iz Mat Turmer's own Confossions, They were made to a white racist, and -

he stressed the fact that he had the . right te fight for freedom., ‘He had heard .
voices.amd they told him to do it., Now there was another revolt that took phca
at the same tima,

aad the whita rualers wore sure that there had been a congpiracy;
Turnor denied it!"I ses sir, you doubt my word, But canmmot you think the same
“idea which prompted mo might proupt others as wall as myself to this undertaking?’
Bers iz'a supposadly uninteliligent man, and he recognizes that as great as 1s -
his own struggle for freedom, it is iwmesaible thiat he, though hs heard the voises
- frem i zleavan,. ‘thought of it alaone. Ha is absclutely sure that the Seirit, meaning
‘the objec

tive movement for f{rsedom, and the people fighting for frecdom are the
SRHe thing. . _ _

‘ How tnese two movemants - ob*sctivo and sub,,ec tive, :hdea of freedom
ard poople fightiag for freedom =-- function together, ' iz what we are going to
be loarning today, It is called dialectics. We will see how ﬂ‘e:,r come to Jjem
up against each othor, and coalesce or not ccalesce, depending on whether you win
or logse. Ard if we can find out what it was when the Groeeks established it, awd

what it was when Hogel established it, and uhat it is with Marx -—- wo will lmon
all 'tnere 1s to know about philosophy.

Dialectics or.;ginally neznt "dialect” or talking — end the Greeks had
8 very high opinion of it if it was the philosophers who were doing the tallcing,
. They had the first democracy for the citizens, but not for the slavelaborers. -
The idea wag that if you, the philosopher, talked to somoone, 2nd he hed ea idea
“that opposad yeurs, and you then conterplated, you would finally come up with.
an ides that was totall:,r different than oither one originally was. And it is
trug that you got somo movement that way, twt because the talk that waent on

was the talk of only intsllectuals, it was contamplation alone or the v‘iew:!ng
of th:ing's. not the doing cf anythmg.

_ "What was difforent about it when Hegel got to re-establish it for our
agef 'A’e had moved from 500 BC, whan thers was a slave society, to 1739 when -
there ¥as & French Revolution, the greatast revolution that had ever happened,
And the pecple; the suns—culottes, the enrages, the indiganant hearts -- thoy

had some‘!'hing to sa ut things, ~They were saying they were glad thsy got

rid of Louis XVI, wt/did they get with the overthrow of the monarchy? Why

. was-thore still a distinetion betwsan "passive citizers" and “active c:.t:L..ans"--
-~ espocially uhenthe so-~called passive citizana” were the ones who Wera doing 211,

'"'m y.,:.],? "‘“53' tranbed 2o 1o

ited to kiow why thoy ali shouldnt be able to thscuas bhingse

© Thic French Revolutien was such a challengo to the pacple in the ivory-

Ata

=~‘;;-u;., ‘1ike Heogel; that he couldn't heip reflecting it. So that vhen he begrn

- -%o talk about dialectic, it didn't mean only thoughts trmping up. agsinet oach

" other, it meant action. It meant dovelcpment through contrediction, tho develep= -
: ent of :kiee.s. an:l o.f.‘ a.c‘tual histcrsr, ‘ard or 'rhe class struggle. "'t was this '




“3-

damelgment; ~-not a process of adding up how many sre here in this room ard
contragting that with how many voted for Wallace, but of seeing-uha"t,-"f;he‘pe_qp;l_a
reprodent and how much moticn they can get going when tho idea of frecdem ne:
spires them — that is of the ossenco, T SO
| himealf +n

o i ——
-

- Philoscrhy.reflscted actual histery, semothing more was needed, Waen - Nati s
turner led his robellion and Hogel died in 1831, Marx was 13 years old, He didn't -
kaow anything about eithar sne of them, But 13 years lator, in 1844 he created
‘Whie greatest philoscphy of freedom, humanism, And ho tulit it cn the dialsetic,
Bat ha said idaas don't float 'in air, There aro pecple who heve idess, Marx
isclvded man himself, men who think, who struggle for freedom, who try to unite

with the actusl struggle fur froedem, He refused to bow = -

. Nevertheloss, sinca he did restriet
AL

the idea of fresdom

either to capitalism or to commmism, He sald that in place ot either the profit
motive of capitalism, or the collective form of praperty of commnisam, the im=
P°“W“= '_‘hing was the golf-develooment of man, - T

: In creating this philoscphy, he heard about and collalorated with . the . . .. .
- Abelitlionists, bieic and white; in this ccumtry who were struggling against slavery,
Some so=called Mayxists said woil, of course, thoy wore against slavery = hut :
the slaves Just wanted the fresdom to be exploited by the capitslist,” They thousht
they were much wiser because they wanted fagedom trom the capitalists, too. Marx
showed tham that they ware crazy because freedom and thinking sre abmys gopsrets,
And 4n the actual dialectic of liberation «- that is; in the actual relation of
thought to act, in tho actual developmsnt = you have to arouse ard elicit from
the population mauy, many forses, The grostest force is lzbor, tut there are
others; such as the youth, ard in Americs the groatast of these other forces is
the black masses, Marx told the whites who thought they were superior because they
were fres! lock at you, you don't even have a national labor unicn = and you -
can't organize ons because labor in the white gkin cannot be fres while laber in
e tlack skin is tranded, This wesn't only “dialectics” or "philosophy”.. This
wag the way it waz, - % flunlily had the Civil Wur 4n the U.S,40 and *he firet
national labor union camo after that,

- It vus by establishing labor as the contoer, and the wmity of thought amd
_practice as necossary, and by jamming up all these new ideas into a new ghilosophy .
' Oflihera‘t,ion "'-h&t Marx was able to wstahlish the F:Lrst Wnr}cjngmgn’s I}!temﬁionaj_“ :

T Gkay, Now let’s get dewn to writing our new book., Zhilosorhy ard Revo-
dutdon. To do that, there are two more dates, this time in the 20th century,
 that we have to consider, before we got to the 1960°s and the. “Eccnumic Raality

< and Dialecties of Liveration” we cams to diseuss, Ore .of those da%es is 1920;
- the other is 1936, ._ | S

ooy oo, First, 1920, Remenber, plasse, that past histery 1z also prasont his-
~tory,- All history is contamperery, becauss we elwaye see past history with the
eyes of today, It i3 fmportant to remember that because today it is so hand to
. Rat comnunicatien startad betwoen hlack and reds The Wlecks who den't want o

< Balk to the white imporialists wind vp not talking to cay whites, And the tragedy
- .is-that It inhabits their etruggle, not tha othuer way araimd. o honanse you have . ...
“to have ths mjority of the pecpls to win, o R

o Harold Orise has fust pubildshod a book called the Crisis of e Hegro®
« Ho thinks the troulle 13 thet tho Hlacks don't rewiémber their .
‘the resal history of the 20's vhen ws had the boginnings of the natiorai-

L




L

.. 13t movement with Garvey and what was then called the "new Negro". He feels i€,

. ‘hey romembered theis history, they would have their real rights, Ho 38 right and .
oty WPONg b Yhe sams tdms, Tt is true you kave to know your pagt = but the intellec. .

-tuals who write_tcday and try to tell you that Dufbis and Garvey wers groat, tut ,

- vz 1s not, were as far removed from Garvey ami the hlack masses in 1920 23 anyoma t -
could possibly be, ' o S L S .

The Garvey movement was the greatest movemant Anerica.bad evar.seen im . AR

mass Mumbsrs.- Sarvey organized some six m31lion paonle; - The blacks who thought  ~
tho - South’ wis horsihis and came North, found that the North was the same thing in
a different form, The Yegro was supposed to bo impossibla te organize, Gayvey. -
~ showed that wea a 1da, (I 1new pecpls don't 1ike “the word now, tit it wms Gaxvey
“who fought very haxd to make overyone spell Negro with & capital N, They would
_Never have won that fight without his mevemont, )But because thoy didn’t have a
. total philosphy, and becauss thay wore so frustrated, whers did it all ami? S
. "Back to Afydes"., It wes fantastie, They ware 21l Americans, This is where ther
had laborad all their lives, S - .
S What 48 dwmportant to remember is thati the black intollectuels didn’t -
want io have anything to do with Carvey and his followers, The intellectuals
... considered them.-ell igmoiutit, PuBois oven went so far ag te go to the Stats
" Departnent to demand Garvey's deportation, Who made psople lock at Garvey
. 3¢ @ revolutlonary? As important? As Going more to shake up capitalism in
. America than all the white and black intellectuals together? Lenan, ER

: Lenin said it was & start, Tt was shaking uwp the regime, Mot only
He s2id to look erowd the world, He saw China ard bogun to worder if we comid
overthrow irperizlism through the "National Questicn,” So the actual movement,
vhich was spontanecus as all great movements ara, and which showed the true rET0-
lutiorary role of the hlack people in this country, revealed that the only people
vho were trying to get a discussion started betieen the black masses and the hlsxex
intellectuals wers a fow white radicals eyingt For heaven's sake, talk

- to each other — : : '

-
hd)

DuBois was a very great rosearcher; but-he never wnderstocd the black
nasses =~ or the while masses eithey, bocause abor didn’t wean anything to him, .
When you remember Garvey, remembor that the BUL wns the guif that separated the

black massss from the black intelloctuals; remember that the fow boginnings that
were started theon, were started by the Meredsts, Omise is trying o say that
e "division” was a1l the commmists' fauit,  But the Communists of the 1920's .
wora not the Commmists we saw later, The Commmists had strength in 1920 he-
~ cause they understood the revolutionary forces, The blacks left tae Commmisty
-later — srd the blaek intellectusls didn’t; The tlack masses left the @ during
World War IT, The minuts Ryseis was in the war, it wus stpposed to Have svid
beccie a good war, and all the hleck recplo were supposed to wait until after ths
war was over to fight for their rdghts so as not to hurt the war offort, The blask
masses sadit I've heard that atory all my 1ife; it's navep today, 1t's always o~
. BOXrovs - And ther fove wp Lely party cards, - - - A '

.

her year ive to copsider is 1936 when the CIO waz Luilt, Today
43 & groat hurcaucrecy; tut Ar 36 and 37 it-was 2 great

Tha fonet dndys 2% wdan Souldn'y have been built vithout-Wie niack ©




©. Workers, end overyons lmew it. - That was when gou had the unity ‘of whita'and "~
Black, . You éan't rewrite history, Boing against whits imperialism doesn't mean -
- that ail of white labor and the redicals are the same,- What the biac't nefismal~
© 1st'lcaders are forgetting is plain history, Ones you have that many-blacky in- -
-+ the sama unden, you can't go arownd pretending you're not all in the same shop,
- E_Yoi're‘_going jtc-.’\hava‘ & revolution, you'd bstter have it tegsthor, .or you won't.:

e ="
T bW O

et au Sldly

S -It's one thing to say you have to operate with & biack csucus demanding = -
L Sm.r:!.qué_i things, like upgradineg end so ony %ub it is quite another to consider that -
the main enemy is not Ford or Chryzler or GM, tut only Routher., You have to recoy
nize when Reuther becams the enemy, It was World War II . tha{ was when both
the Commumists and Reuther becare the anemys And that was whon the Marxcist-
Humanists said; no sir, we are not going to condone this war, :

7 Now I think we have anough of history amd theory(in the 19th century

we saw 1t through Hegel and Turmor ard Marwy and in the 20th century through -

and Lenin and labor and the Marxist-Humanists of that time) to got dewn
dialectics of liboration today, in thd 19607%g, ‘ S ' .

‘ _ Endlegorhy and Ravolutien has thres parts, Part I is called "Why Hegel,
~ Wny Now?" ard takes up the dialectie as the algebra of revolution, the methcdology
of what man has dore in fighting for freedom, Oncs you get three things, you
heve the essonce of 1t: 1) the dlalectic - 'the actusl development, through ac~
tual olzss struggla, through zetual contradictions; 2) the right Subject e
who is resolving these contradictions? Marx said st was the class’ force, but
lelped by other forces such as minorities, the hlack pecple, and the youth :
3) how doas this movemont fram btelow for freedom, from practice, unita with the -
moveiant that comes from theory? In other words, the relationship of theory to
Practics, ' h o B
_In ths chapters on Marx and Lonin I %ake up concretely how Marx did
it for his era, and how Lonin did it for his, Up to a cortain stage it seemed
easy, bocause it was only capitalism they thought they had +o figate But Lenin
fourd, with the outtreak of World War I that if wus his co-comraces who batrayed,
The fact that avery unit in 1ifo has its opposite within itself, ard that the

counter~revolution came from within the revolution = that was tho shock ard the
recognition that made Lenin prepare himself corscetly for what was to come liter,
Lanin saw tho aristoorecy of labor as a tranzformation into. opposite that meant
& break-up within labor. But he also saw that the way to transform that inte -
A3 opposite was by going lowor and deeper, and uniting with the minority groups.
‘That became the "Naticnal Question”, . : :

. Part IT of the book 4s called "Altornatives”, Thoss that arc the mest-
. dengerous are again those from within the Marxist movement. Lenin had to deel --
~ with tho betrayal of the Second International., We have to deal with the totrayal . =
ool the Thisdy  The thres altermetives sre Mao Tso~tung {ard Castro)) Loon Trotsky;
.- and Sartre, The first two ave from tho Merxist movemant, The iast from the ine’
: talisctvuls not connected with a party, _ : TR

—=Gerned 15~ Wat ey sre - roveluationaries, - Wiy did they have the Wrong answers none-
 -thelesa? When you mect 2 new problem you cen either stand st111 and ssys this 43
- vhat lendn t0ld me, or Marx; and nothing hss happened that is new -= and this :
- is what Trotsiy d1d, what we cell getting stuck in the fixed purticulars or,
88 with Mo, you can sayt wa can't it a thousand years, we'ro going to have %o

e The .‘.mporﬁnt‘point to keop 4n nind insofar as Mao and Tro_"t}s&y,. are con= .




- Tind some shortcuts, power comes from thie tarrsl of a gun, - Bul the’shortcit
has proved in life to be the longest way around, - &3 far as Sortre is convernel,
we fird that what he wowrd Up saying was that it was fing for all e workers'to
&0 into the Commmist Party, but he wanted his own freedam as an intellectual ww . -
and you get the concept of the vanguard psrty coming frem the szn vho dddn't o
belong to any party, - T S R e IR SRR

- ' ‘What you have to ask yourself is how it happens that blacke shouwld - .
.. follow Mao.or Castro? . : Is. 4% sufficignt to hate and want to get rid of "just your
. QU .gpacifis copitalist?  American buperialism i3 the enemy of Mao and Castro =
and it is your enemy, But is that gufficient reason to join with Mao and Castro? .

. Or do you have to do what Marx did and raise up ar entirely new barmen thef will <

 =ayi Fo, I'm not only opposed to American imperdalism, tut also to Russian Come.
munism and Chinese Commnism — I want an entirely new socisty, T l

- Now Pert IIT 43 the section that isn't yob. writton, It is to be called
"Econcmle Realily and the Dislectics of Liboration™ and it i3 on two lsvels,
Dne is'the world lasvel, which takes up the relationship betwesn the advanced som.
tries and tha tochnologically wrrlerdeveloped countrdss. You seo that here it is
in the 1960%s and never has Americs bsen so rich and powerful, = in fact, the
whole world is divided into two great nucleer powers, so that we may all got
- blowm up, And hers are the African Revoluticns, They didn't havs arms; lot

alcle mucloar arms; they didn’t have power, not oven industrial power. But they
dared and they wen, - ' ' T

- DeGaulls got so furious when Sekou Toure defied him and dared to tell

- the mighty Do Gaulle:"lo, we don't want to be part of the French erpire," that ,

~he gvan tore out the telephons wires to show the Africans they couldn’t do withous
the white man. VWhy did Touwre win anyway? First of all,; he had the massss with
him, tho entire people., And they all said "No,"  They dared ~='ard a lot of
whito teachiers and such said, "™Ws'1l help.” Ard & lot of other blacks sadi, o
"If Toure can win, why can’t we?” That's why the blacks sre czlied the vanguard,
The great forco of an idea gained them freedom and roshaped the continent,

: Why then have so many African nations moved tack to o wllitary regime by
- teday?e— or taken & side either with Amerdcan imperialism or the Russian counter—
part?. That's where the objective movement comesz in, The strength ard powsr ol
thase two muclear titans will get you sucked Into the vortex, unless you yelw -
QOAY.on the magses that broucht vou to lsboration. Onco thsy got pewar -= tha
Serumabs ard Toures - they said, we've Just as smert as the whites and we can
play politics, too. The minute thoy began to play that kimd of politics, they
“were lost, They stopped having a contimiing diaiogue with thelr own masses,

But we don’t hava to go to Afydca to see another great form of the dia-
loctics of liberation, We have the blacks right here in this countiy, And if
they shake up the world right here; all the world can ba fres, It was the recog- _
rition that in the most affluont socioty there was the greatest poverty, thet in
. ‘the most military power there wes a ravelutionary fores, thai medeorsrysns tusn
“to =eoa what those fow 1ittle hlack students in North Carolina were doing when
they demarded 4o be seivad st a lunch counter and refusad to move, :

N : "~ Eotween 1960 and 1965 the spontansous movement of the black Yyouth pare -

oo Vicularly, and some labor.wam tha moviny. foves, . It renlly 2l starbed with

- .- the Montgomery Bus Boyuott e 2rd again wo were the only ones swho recognited it
Tao at that time, Just as we wero tha only ones who recognized what the Man Mau in

-« Africa representid in the 1950s. ' We prirted Ragple of Yows Spealke Zop Theme

usez

£,




P
dalves in 1955 bacanse we recognized that in ths blacks in Africa starting to
“throw out the white imperdalists, they had started a new rage in history that &
would zeaheps the world entirely, which it did, and in the shortest pericd of |
time; at that, In 1957, 4in Freedom, wa said the two greatest forces
in the world for liberation wera the Hwngardan Rsvolution and the Mentgomery Eus
foyeott in Alabama, There was a groat dssl of ridieule at that time for the: . .

Plana on which ws had placel the Hontgoméry Bus Boyeott, Nobody laughs at it nov. .

After the spontanecus movement of the black students batween 1960 and = _
1955:__1_'3191‘6 was not only 8 great deal of movemant on ths part of whits students b
. Tunning South t0 help =~ tut thare wes & movemant of thought, as well, Each by

1tself is one-sided, thaory and prectice.. And the thinking did not begin on the
question:of violence or non-violence, All the ams ars in the hands of the capitai~

ists, It is not the movement of arms that reconstracts sceietyy only the movement:
- of the masses ddes that, ’ . _ -

.. The firet movemont on ths part of Rev, King towards Humanism was when
he brought the yuastion in, in relation to the Jewich rhilosopher Martin Buber,
who had expressed the idea that unless you recognize that it's not taings, tut
tuman relations, which are the crux of sverything, you wili never get anywhere,

(Rev, Xing didn't mention the Abolitionists, or the movement right in this countrr,
much lags Marxism,) : ' R '

= - Yot, vhen he moved from the South to the North, he didn't know how to
function with Northern labor, His philosophy got stopped because it had to keve o

. relationship to .labor, and tc Marxist Humanism g3 & philosophy of liberation, What
cams to take its place? Black powar. S .

_ Now black power may be goody but 1t isn't going to get you your froedom,
In fact, the capitalists sre Lrying to use black power against you, They went to
put up a few 1ittle black capitalists and say they've done their part. Na, it
has to be u new wity of theory and pPractlice, and of white and black, Black .
power can be corrupted like everything else. dnd you can be sure that capitalism
will try to tuy cut whomever it can, ' : '

, Instead of going Lack to the real rocts of Marxism in this country, in-
stead of trying to work aut a new relationship, thera is too much friding to grab
& shortcut through Castro or Mas, The most digusting thing I ever saw occumrred
in New Yerk right after Rav, King was murdered, Thers was the first new appear-
ance of black ard white wnity in the demonstrations after it had Erotty much
stopped in 1965, And right at that point, William Epton, the Maoist., got up to

~say: Wa don't mourn Rev, King — he was an obstacls to our frewdom.  For scmeone
who iy hlack to dare to do.that, shows that his theory comes from a foreign land,
indeed.  ( All tho blacks who think thoy're difforent by following Maoism should
¥oad Mao's own thought, He is so msed to usirg black as evil, that every gther
Word dis black gwardz, Ylach counisr—revoliulioniese wilh 11 he vmnts “to-do-in -
Africa, somebody should at least tell him that black is beautiful, ) -

Tastrdsam o5 nst s

s e o ATFANG 16 08 agalinst all whites is to fail to see your real roots, and to
.. fall to work out & new ccelsscencs of Black and whitey and theory and practice. -
" Tt 3z the present period I want you to. talk about., And in becoming theoreticians,
= dn ereating a new philosophy bty speaking for yourselves, you have fo recognize that -
- Jou spesk, not as individuals (though the individusl is very great) ut as the
- new:forces that are necessary ~- what Marx callsd ths new passions for Teconstruct~
“ing -society on totally new, truly human, beginninge, o T T
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';""*Fe% PR HE f-Ich's:s:-’ | AD THE BIACK-RD CO

. - Taa fol;c"'*ns- aumastden of e diatﬂ&¢.l.f.‘"l wirich f‘cn‘u, ..'nd *
-tne entire day, was prepa.rad by two young blsck werkers wno partm.’maten!
“RST SESSIONY (Only black participants took the floor).

. ..'n‘l!‘ee rariic _pv.nts askod quostions! 'I}le\r 8ay. 'che Africans ara '{'.hrﬂf.i'inﬁ
“the Indiins and Arab shopkeepers out, What is tho significancs in rol: “:.i:.r:-m‘;c
blacks controlling their schoolz, shops, etc, here? What do you think is -
~ holding wp the revolution for hlack freodam so long? What sl';ould tal.a place

vhere bth 'b]ack and wh:me x-n.u gam the froedom of mankind?

Steelworkeri I don't see why svsryone ia werried sbout whero the black ran's '19.1ct
nove 1s going to be. It 43 true 21l over that when the Ylack man' batters his
condition. everyone benafits from his move.

Rayal I would Like to hear abo.tt the du‘feren'r. cau:mse.. :Ln x.he saops, and what
they are _oncemed about, . ‘

Auto Workers Hast of the black ccucuses in the shop.a have difi‘erent names, but

they are &ll primarily concernod with diserimination, Not teo many deal with -
skilled questions, however, and this is a critical avenus to upgrading., Most
sean pointed to gotting on supervisicn rather than to elevating labor on the

- line, Othors are getting sucked into the promise of capitalism, Nixon and the
coapenlies-are talking about black capitelism, and suddenly sveryoite ssams to -

" think that the way to solva your problems is with a piece of mcney, Too many

black leaders in the so=-c2lled revolution.r'y movement are gelling out for this
Plece of sllver.

Women workert Wny is the compeny trying ﬁo destroy unity among the men?

Stacl wo*-ker The company is say-jng that if yonu have troubles you should not .
‘take them to the union. They say, bring them to us and we'll solve them. .This is
to stop men from uniting together for a resl mcwoment. '

Women worker! The unicn representative arnd the elncted goverrment officials are
selling us out, at least most of them =~ like Conyers and Diggs, On the other
hend some ero trying fto get tho messags to other blacic: men = like A, Powell,"

Working Womens What can we do to csuse less bloodshel in this revolution we'ro in’

CORE workert Violence seems always to ettond revolution. ‘There is a lot of dis-A
_content, but we ‘are not to that point yot, B

.

One of the things that bothors me and mny others 1s electoral

- Toung Machanics Young people arentt hung wp in electoral pol... ic.s, We re not
__hung up on whether Conyars is gocd or not, we're agalust politiclans, perded,.
We're talicing sbout throwing out the wholo system, It's going to take violence

-'._to tl:ke pouor fmm thcse vho have it, and put it '.‘ln the ha.nds of the ,.eople. '

' dctivists Wnits and Black vorked togethor well in the carly days of tho Civil < ©
© " Bights movement, but since Black Power, most of thae white people have bean rurout
" ‘of the growps,  We've fourd we aro at a standstill, The leadexs don’t want to -~

- heew ‘eriticism, don't believe in anybody's ideas imt thedrs, don't believe in .

LoI'm com-amad ah;ut not hav'lnr ..ammmimtinn 1-11:11 Hhita psople, . :_ .
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I fééi _‘w'al ﬁéed "'n'“ the revalutiauary groups wa can gat, in ozder to change this_-
.. socdety, How can we' ge* ‘t‘he older black people, the mi.itants and 'cha white e
. redicals together?

: .Wommg Womanl “The fiI'S.u thing we should do is get 'l'.c:goai.heaw and mita our -

thinking instead of destroying each cther. We never had civil rizats bscausa wo

; ‘1’3"9 never accepted ss Poeples Some peoplas want to de: t*oy o*hew with differant
Adeas ) ) |

,‘fWoma.n Act-jvinﬂ T kave a 19 yee.r 21d son who wouldn t'be caught' dead here, He's
out doing his thing, Thore is a terrific generet:.on gap. Dut I try to listen.:
. ing-+5- changs ‘somathing, ~They're not worried about ge+t ing expa;lede “hen-you
get expellad three or four times you have it made, I think black pecple ought to
start listening to what their childrem are saying, Whon I was growing up, I had -
to obey o get put cut, Now kids have a placs to go. They cen live with some
other teen-ager. Our job is to keep them homa and gtart listaening te them, My

son used to picket with me when CORE did thet zort of thinga Now they're doing o n
different thing, _ ) _ - Lo

Yaung Workers Old people are an the way out and want young peoplo to accept what
they tell thom. Byt young people want to do 4t a different vay. :

Yo\mg Machanict The Afro has bacome liko a t*nde-—mark. There are a lot of peapln
woaring Afres that are so wp-tight with the system 'l'.hey will sell you out in'a
minvta, Ii’s not what you wear or how.you lock, it's what you think and what you
do that counts, Ard 3%'s not enough to sit beck end listen, If that'’s a1l you
do, you still have the thing going. You have to listen and -then act,

Older Worker: Llast weck one of .the black forsmen fired so many people they l~a:‘

. to bring in ths union and company and evemrh:dy elss to keop him from firing
more, And he was f£iring black pecplo, rot whites, Thers iz so much r.onfusiun
today that you can grab eny old idea and run wild withk it. I've been trying o
figure ocut the contradiction in Brooklyn in tho school system. They have white
teachors who would fight 1f a Negro moved. inte their neighborkcod, so thse Negrces
say, got out and let us run our own school — and these wnites are fighting iike
hell to stay in that school, And tho black youth ~- if they don’t accept the
right tasis for all their actiong, they won’t solve anything. Thiat is, they won's

- change theo scelcty as a whole, even though they may chenge a few things within
it, About pelitics, take the union. Cne day in a meeting, a worker gst up

ard pointod to o bureaucret who had Just spcken, is Yurcaucrat hud Jjust said

that wo should support soms politician, because even though wveryone knew he

was a pelitician, he was an honest politician. The worker said it remided him

oi two men passing a cemetery. One looksd at a tomb stone ard said, "I thought

there was a law against putting iwo men in tho same grave — tut here's ‘ono thet
says i!‘ere 2ies Jehn Dos; & politican ard an honest man,” -

Raya gave 8 brief smmtion Just befors ad Jourrment. fur Timch,

— [

- walich followi '
. . 7ou are clearing your heaus to mdersta.nd what comes spontanaciLuly from

‘The firet proparation 15 aot activity

alenes. 'but th:hmﬁng. There have _'baan too many sovred revolutions. To prevent

. anothor one, ws nesd the unlty of cpooslites — lut it has to a certain kird of
. wity. Take the question of agu.- The youth sey, yuu old ones aréen't Idstening
46 us, what’s the use? The adults say, I want to lizten, wt I want you to de =
o what:-I tell you, The adults have experiemce and the youth need that, EBat that

.. experiancs has to bo jermed up amainst the new thiags that ths youln ars saying.
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S ""o alyo havs to realize that ecticns have concéquences, and the Fouth:
~-etarted & lot of actions and got a lot of ccnsequences, The Tight ageinst maciss

and against the war even brought about LBJ's decision not to'run for presidentios

‘ ‘What 15 hengirgup the movement now? The Black Power slogan, for all the - - .
good 1t did in helping others to recognize that blacl: is besutiful, and that - -
unitly is nacessary among the black people «= is new being used by the capitalisic, - =
Thoy’ra buying off a section of the movement. They want to try to divewt 4% to ..
mean voting for the good guys, : ' ' R

Y P S
[

. -y We have ta £ind vhlch opposites ars corrests Why ls it wsight-to i
- Tor & Hlack caucus ~- ard right also to Tight ageinst the black foremen?
| - Taks the question that was asked aboui the Africens chasing out the -
“Inddans oy Ws-mus s know W o To what extent wes it colery and to what ‘extent
Was 1t class? Thers are divisions within the Third World, ard we have to kmew =
them, In Tunzania; after they threw out tie British, they threw out tho Arebs,
‘bssause they ware the irmadiste exploitersgees ) ’ - ST

Wo have to be careful not to fall into the trap of the “erime in the = -
streats” question. It i3 not that we deny thera is crime 4n the gtrests, Wut. - ..
that we tell them it comos from thoir system, and once that systen is changed,
there won't be . much treuble with crime, They would like to divide you dnto -
"good” and "bed"; and put you cn a cormittee with them sc they can meke Uncls
Toms out of you, We have to have a choice of the subjeots that will move us
somswhere, - Tou know, Hoover, sinca e got his start in 45 Palmer Raids after
World War I, has admitted that erime is gntling worse wery yeer, Ieot they kosp

- saying that they can’t do without Hoover, Can those of you in the shops, imsw
gine scmebody getting up ard admitting to the compiny thet every yeer since he’s
baen An charge things have gottan worse, and they wouldn't fire hin? :

After adjourrmen’ for lunch, we'l], come bick arnd see where we've come,
ard whers we're going... ' :

’

SECOND SESSION: { oo open to all present)

White Students Will the hisck mun vent to experience capitalism bofors he do-
- ¢ides he-doesn’t like 1t? Will the black peopls knock capitailsm bofore they |

£5% & chance o be part of itt

Black Woricert Under capitalism, you will find a majority of the wsalth controlle?
by & minority, The question is whether this system ie acceptable, ard I think
noto- This asystam has to have a scape goat, You uzed to have the Italians as

the most empleited, and they were all considered "criminais“, New all the black
pecple are conaldared "eriminals.” This system has to go. -

7 systam wo bavo |, won't some always have more than others?

(CORE workert There used to be othor systams, liks fewalism, No mtterwhat ~  |o¥d

Blaok Workert Consider China.. ‘That was_ona of the most impoverished lards,
. Ist the whole systam waa changed, Pecple got tired of living in poverty, and
that moans there’s going tc be a change, e

- thlcworkarﬁ Thare :la scmething wreng wrong with your priordities whsn you can T
T .. spend méngy_-cn'd_pg tﬁ_.dbd.im,.‘_‘_qu_:t not get a bdll through Congress to got rid of ‘




. s, “he imik of our students in who civ B In  oollaga ave getting ready to .

" 0il the wheels of capitelism, & small percentage may bscomo.radicals, tut winning .

more than-that iz difficuit, We have io start looking to the high scheol youth: .
for stulents wo want to win'to the cause. o oo oo

Older black aute workers -Cepitalism 4y a doad horse, Fighting the stewmrds in
the shops for not doing anything is ancther dead horse, You can fight Walter .
- wntll 7ou're siek, and you won't change him, What we want is a system that will T
_ . Bive people life, and growth. Anything that doesnit grow will dis.. The.capitel- . .. _
.. iSt'system just Kills off pecpla,. We'ma creating a-whole lob of millicnaives-dr
this systemsss but at the same time, a whola lot of people are peor, It grievss
" me to know that there are scme People who honestly think that somebody has to be

:. paors  Why does scmeong slss have t6 starve 5o I con eat well? -I% is ridiculous
to ikink that th

: is system offers human beings anything, Tho only compassion the
companies have is for a buck. L _ : :

+

_ I'lexican-fﬁmepican 't Cne of my questions is when does thoery end and action begin?
_ Cepitalism exploits not only Wack people, but white, ard Indian, and Mexican
American, Our protlan is how to take over, Power is naver given, it aluaye has
tw b5 laken, When ar : '

® Wo going to start plaming to take over and give potier back
%o the penplal’ ) . , . ' - :

White Studentt It fsn't & mattor of counterposing theory to activity, What is
needed is ths unity of ‘the_two. ' : o o .

Raya pointed out that it was important alweys to be concrete, and since the Guestion
of Meo had boon reised, wo could be concrete sbout the Chiness Revolution to seo:
that Jessons we could learn from it, Mao made & revoluticn and achieved mors in
Len years than had been done 4n Chine  4n the 200 yesrs befors, Rit it sourad
again, Why? He wantsd & shortcut and he thought it was his own thought that

could provide the answera, What we have to consider is whether Mo or Castyo wOT .
trylng to elicit from the actual strugples of the masses? And shy is the Magro.
the vanguard? Isn't because he is always' on the move for freelam? You can tny

a fow leaders off, but capitalism can't tuy a whole peopls off. What do we mean

hy ghé strugglo for the mirds of man? How can we break wp ‘tho wnity of the white
aan ‘ : : _ ‘ . '

Toung Black Workert To try to get a ceelition with the whits workers iz practicsla
1y impossible because tasy are hung up in their. racist tag, and don't even Imow the
system is using them to oppress us. It makes them fear us for their jobe, Put we
can®t wait, 5o we go into our own ez, Wo have the thres S'st self-dete:minatiss
for all hHiack pecpls first; solfw-identity; and then seif-defunse, The man next tc
se in the faclory i3 my equal bocause we suffer the same consequences, tut the . -
-systan tells him he's my enamy; and we just don't have time to try to convince theas

~

vhite workers that we’re doing what we are for tae benefit of all of us,

Clder Zlack Worker: DRIM got Dedge mansgement so concernsd that-they decided to

tell these young follows they were right — whore there is such a high percentage

of ¥sgross, they should havs a plant wmansgery and - Negro foremsn, and so che— -
But when one of tho othor workors asked that they would do about vroducticn, the
company seld, production wiil e the wame as before. The corpany doesn't care

% uwhether it'z a white men or a hiack man as long as they get the production out,

_ Blaak Woman Activist: The black stulents and the white students cn campus both
" wan% & revolution, : Why don't they get together? I wish they would tsll us, -

.. Waite Studentt T thirk the tlack studants are esught wp in HMack cultmre, but
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© that is only part of theory, it deean't get beyord culture o tho whole of
~odetys, And vhite stwlents. just denm't seem to consider theory at all,

White Stealworkert People are trying to deal concretely with how to bring the . ..
whlte ard tlack student movements togather, San Francisco State is an example of ~ - - '}
that. It is the same in the shops, In our mill thers is'a growp celled' the .
Commitiee for Equality, Thoir primary point was not to work through the union, -

tut cutside of it. The goverrment gives our mill:sbout $50 mdllion in contractc

oo, IVOTY Year, and they wanted.the. goverrment & e pE
- diseriminating; - Tho company would be 4n bad shape if they lost those contractsy™ <
30 they have begun to make all sorts of changes in the testing programs, and to. - -

1ty units =n black people won't bo trapped in wnits thed: .

. s etk -
te siep it wnlsss ho-company stoppsd:

talk about changing senior
don't have any good joba, _ \ ‘
. Instead of asking the white brothers to join with them against racisa
they got together as blacks bacause whensver thoy tried to work integrated befére
they lost. Bat they didnt work as a caucus within the unien ‘becauase there wers
two. different locals that weve effected, and bocause the officers on the local

- lavle are consclously racist, They created a dual wnlon, ut it was tactical and <
in this case I think it was right hecause they just hed to find soma way to shake

- evorything up, Ard they did if, : - K

~ How, the Intoresting thing is that bocauase they were effective in ending

- eartain racist practtices in the plant, there wevs a 1ot of white guys who had
grisvances against the lecal wnion too, who bagan to think differently about the
black workers, 'The black workers invited 2 group of crene operators; almost all
white, to Join them in one of their mmmshesz, These guys were in the process of
developing some kind of insurgency within the wnion, Theve fellows could have.
said, no, we don't want to associats with some raving black militants out to de-
stroy averything, But instead they decided that these blacks had done something .

for themselves, so meybe it wouldn't bs such a bed Idee to associate with them,
Now the whitas can't wait for the next march, o

Black Mechanic: Wo're missing the point if we don't got the wnity «~=- not only
the action amd not only the theory, tub both togsther at the same time. Take

_ domeone who suys his only interest is in Dodge Main = that dcesn't change the -
commnity as a whole. Or take those who say we can't eriticdze Ruasials invasion
of Czechoslovakia because of the U,S, oppression of Vietnam, They may do plenty
of acting, tut they are missing out on theory somevhers, Ii is casy to get a
cat's tody. Uncle Sam deez that every day amd sends it to Vietnem, It's some-
thing else to got a man's mind, If you get his mind, you'll get his body with

. P T I -
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¥hite Student-Worker: Theory is not abotract, it is very real, Somebody was
talking about the thres S's, I have another one to add: self-development, To -
me that means everybody has a tremendcus amount of potential, energy, creativity,
Ard The Man's job is %o atop it. T, ey don't want you to_think, Thinking makes
you dangerous to thems Amd they ars right about that, In the Maryland Freelom
Union pacple saw the power of putting what they were saying to each other into .
print ss everyene cculd read it. There are a lot of pecple hers who wouldn’t be

““hers with us today if they had not seen their story in ths paper or in & leaflet

. distrituted to a plant, _ C E Co

. White Studentt We had tun thousand with us in Chicago, ard in the streets, but
whit a3d It got us? Take what a lot of students are doing — you get an issue,
and you got some guys arrested, and then you get maybe 300 atudents out cn the

- . strest uptight about 1t, So tho university drops the charges, ard where are .
... youl" The wmiversity lawows vhen to appeass the students, . i




Lo The patnt is that.we need eontact with Labor to get & worker-student=
 black.allianse ard shut down the whols system. I don't know.a thiig about labor,
.. ,..oF about Hogol, edther, But I know that we neod & relationship to each athar,..H
- are'still separated fram each others This meeting todad: is the first time I have
.-Gver seen this type of taiking to each other that we need, T R ST
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What follows 4ro excerpts from the Summation by Raya following. the day's discuss

e e ¥ mattor howsws iryio7 be  away Trom iy S6GIGtY, W €¥é PAFt of Ify TPAr T
of the thinking of the ruling clasz 1s in cur thinking, OUne of the worst things = . -
about American society, as

¥nan they sy thoy don’t Ilke theory, But that is what Amerdca. has - always bean,
Hero 4s the true histe : {

out of our systeat

This country was rich and racist from the vory besgimming: - the lie began.

with the lie of the Declaration of Indeperderice. It daclared independence from
Britain, but not self-determination. Jefferaon underatood this because he hed
siaves, and he trled to say somsthing in the Declaraticn; tut they stopped it
fast, © They got away with 4t for s long time becauss of the frontier axd Jots off
‘other reasons, The capitalist felt, correctly, that he didn’t need theory to do
what he wented to do, L . o gt S

: What follawed tho Amerdcan Revolution was a greater Heveluticn == the
French Ravolution, Every vevolution we have siruggled with ‘aincs comes from that
- Revolution, 4nd the masking of a mathodology out of it was the resuls of the ecm= -
bination of first Hegal, ard then Marx, Nowadays we thirk we are different. Scma...
think that theory is talk between thsoreticians, Mayx showed that the simple stutow
nent of & worker aslking when his day began and when it ended was a greatar philossm
phy than the Declaration cf Tndependence and the Declaration of the Rights of Man,
They were ahstract and sounded beautiful — tut mearwhile we sidlil had slavery in
tis comntry; What the worker was saying was very concrete, Marx spent 80 full
vagss on that in Capital, And ha ended that whole ssction by saying that labor in ‘
2 white sicin cannot be f¥ee so long ag labor in the biack skin s branded w=iven :
though he had never seen 2 black man in his 1ife when that was written, (Many years -
later, of scurse, his daughtar married a black man,) ' ~

The point is that the concept that the sourca of theory is working people—~
working youth; the minorities as well as the majority ==~ came irom the activity. Al
Vhy is theory important? Eocause instead of having to say, I hate Bill, or I hats~

- Joa, you see that Joe amd Bill are foremen and that is why you hate them, and that
generslization releases you. Take the quastion of "pagsions” ~= to Morx passion’
. meant & striving after something. You can't get anywhere unless jou have a passicn

for 1%, .Forx said the "the naw passions and new forces” ars the negaticn cof the
-nag.m,_ S

ide from ths racism; 1s that they think they are. differert
rical materlalisb reason why, let's understand it and get' 1z

DY course thia 4s a maist soedaty. But it e faniscdic to eay that the - ' ;

- white youth ars Jurt the ssmo as this white racist society. The blacks are better
. beceuse thoy ars douhly exploitod, and that is why they don't let go, But we have
%o ses 21l the forces that must unite, : mpls, that on the whols

“We 'aze not for dual wnionism, but in specific cssesz like the one ocur stselworkasr
- .8pcke abouty 4t Was correct = and 3f the hlack workers there will let a white
Uoiverde wAth them, by all means, do 4t. Then bring it tack to the vhite workers.
-+ Aboye ally you hove to remember that the eapitalists yant to breek up the tlack "
m%ﬁi@mm-ao o _ S _ R o :




"¥‘=--'---‘:Tna so—eu.led riots. sﬁoppad in 196'? ba\,a.use the capitalizt claas real:l:aed

tha.t they would be overthrown if taey didn't do _Something, . So they decided they:

... had . to Drenl.the. Mlagks.vm, - Donte - think & Uiy didn®t buy off plenty of ‘bldck”

- tanits into the poverty program and elsewhsre, Yhen the capitalists get scaved .
‘anough, they alvays look first o ses who they ean buy off, . They want, you .to. think:
- that if you have a Black Maderma, everything is OK, Bat - vhet had that solved? o
" Cne of the black workers here told us some time ago that American Civilizationic ‘o
Trial should ba in the taxtbocks in the schools, Tho capitalists would. never

allow thaty mey ‘are willing to anpaase the hlack_ stments with sama. Klaak atudiaa

‘oourses, and even that heywould never allow iftheicould help 4%, But they will do -

4% 4f they havo to, becavsa they hope that 47 they give 4n to you on this or that.

you \d..l.l not boti\er “.:‘hg rest of tha: instity

uut.n.man veo

.

The students must ask themselves, why should the’ workers want to Lnite

with you? - They have the bigga* power, Bat they v?‘jll accept your help - ¥ou wlll‘ g
fim that Outugq S ° BP

Theory is not ju.,t a lot of tall'ing, It isa clesring of Four head o -
t helps you % gat the capitalist out of there. That 13 why it prepares :rou for
- your re':olution. You will be part of the new book. Even if you don't mt
theory, thesory is going to take you anyhouw, :

Everyihing 1s now up to you. W’-xat motions you want to mbe- you u-i"'! B
mke, The more tendenciss and organizations represented, the botter, It 4s ridi-
culcus to think ane has all. the angwers, But theory - Marmist.Humanist “tbeory -
is impor’hant 'becauso without a total phi.n.osophy you cannot fight and Win...

It would ba £1 t.tirg to erd with one phrase from & white Abolit:.onist,
Wendell Prhillips, whosnid that if you get six peopls in & room &ll discugasing
freedon, you have the f:‘..rst act of rwo;.ution. That is what you did Adaya

* *® *

.

On" this note, the Conferance concluded with ths passing of the follaowing.

motlonst

- That a committes of five participants (representing both black and
~ white, young ardl old, workers and students) prepare a summation of this conferan"a
. to send to others who might wish 4o hold similar conferences

ol -

- 2= That this Conferenca be followed-up by ancthar within a year. to N
a.ssure that it Wc.uld be a continaing d:mlogue




e

My 29, 1986

S o gune 1, yeu will recelve, by Express Mail, -
. 0fficial Call for the Convention, which Tormally opens: oup -
-day preeconvention~discuss;ppAparicd.J_The‘QngdExpres Mail
- &ge will carry the minutes of the REB dlactssisn. of.tha mestl ,
on May ‘27 where the Draft was read, discussed and voted on, Since .. =
~-both "of these speak for themselves, there is no reason te try to =~ =~
....sumnarize them hers, sy T e A T T e e

oo oo What does need to be singled out; let me point to .
" ™ briefly here: 1} The REB decided to reissue the 1969 Black/Ked
s Gon¥erence Bulletin, which CGharles Denby had ¢haired. Ray, N.Y.,: = ,
_ vwho made“asvaluable contribution to the new edition of Frantz Fanon: . =
- Soweto_and American Black Theught, is the one who firet sugpested - .:
'We Teissus 1ts That Conference, attended by more non-members than
members, had voted to issue such a bulletin znd ineiude both the
presentation thers on Philosovhy and Revolution before itwag a .
book and.the full discussion %hat had followed that Presentation,-
.- That Gonference resulied in the creaiion of the Black/Red column
~in N&L. which has been authored ever singe by John Alan., - Because
the bulletin has such relevance to today but has been out of print
for several years, we are re-issuing it in time to have a copy in.
‘each Convention packet.,, o oo S

. .

Yours,

Raya




