July 28, 1955¢

0 BL‘ READ T0 ALL LOCAL COMMITTERS:
Doax Fricnds!

Now that the paper has gained a cortain momentun of its own, tho IEB
discussed tho question of concretizing the work on the book on Marxism
that was dealt with at the Conference, and has esked me to address ihis
letter to you. . ‘

. At each break in world history, from the Civil War in the United States
through World War II, Marxists have had to ra-examine their principles, enrich
them, and move forward with history -- or £a1]l under the weight of the old
eoclety, as dld the Second Intcmatlonal.

- That wae truc of Marx himseif who first in the period batween the CLvil
. War in the United States and the Parls Commune in 1671 completed his life's

work, CAPITAL, That was txue of Lenin who had to go back to the philosophic
Poundations of Merxism in Hegel himself, just when the whole world was col-
lapsing about hin with the outbreak of the First World War.

con ok It was not true of Trotsky who thought it sufficient merely to hold the
banner of 1917 aloft, Porhaps no fundamental re~oxamination of Marxism was
' possiblo axcept on. Amoxican foundation, and Trotsky. could not fulfill that
- task, elthough he tried hard emough to compel the American Trotskyists "to

‘teach him." . Bo that as it might, there has been no fundamenial interpretation
of Marxism for our age since the death of Innin. : . '

: Politicsl theses -- and tha political thosis baged on the theory of
stato capltalism is among thess -- are good, but not good enough. Tunin's
stotemont that thera can bo no revoiution without a revolutionsry thsory means
somothing far difforent incur age than ia his. Wo hayve lived through three
decades in which tho workers have done everything from the (10 and the Spanish
. revolution to the resistance movoment and the East German rovolt without the
Marxict theoreticlens contributing anything new, It 1s high time to bogin.

Bocause we iive in an age where the riovement from practics to theoxy is
richer than any other age, we have the opportuniiy to write the book as & col-
lective offort not alona as regards the relatinnshlp of the 4ndividual aonthor
and the newspaper committee, but as regards the go-callod cutside and the: in-
side. At no time in history will they in turn have hod the opportunity to be
the actual collaborators in every procoss of tha writing of tho book. - Thus
the present tour i1s scheduled when the author will nave no more than a bare
outline of what she wants in the book on which she hag spent some 15 years.'
This will be vitally influcnced by the discussion of the groups .of that unlque
combination of worker and intellectual that so characterize the news committees
and tholr friends. And there will be another chance for tho whole organization
in convention to act on it after the writing of a draft.

Dut ezch thing in its own timo. At the present what is needed is the
concreto preparation for the tour of the national chairman so that the group
that meets knows what it is meeting for, is prepared to attend the whole series
of four, and participata actively in it, :

%Yo nre appending this lotter by Weaver, written three months after the Found-
{ng Canference, beczuse of the illumination 1t sheds on the relationship of
tho writing of Harxism 2nd Freedom to the work of ths organization.
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First thoro ig tha quasiicn of paying for the tour, and then there is
ho oigaiicaliun of ~the iriends to attond the lecturs-discussions., “The REB
‘hag dectded 1t bo a pa.y-‘-as-you-go-tour, that 1s to 'say, thet sach local ve
responeible for the part of the costs of the tour so that the $306 be divided
in -4 wvays tetwoen Dotroit ang Los Angelas, Wost Virginia and -Now York, This

aoney must not como out of tha rogul.axr 'pledges ‘tp the-centex,. but out of spe-

clal funds raisod for it, both through spaclal contributions: of our members an
thelr friends, Attached are two lettors, ona from West Virginia as a local,
and one from Bess as en indivijual, which show tyo of the weys to meot the

'0Xpense, Flease note another roint raised-in the West Virginia communieation

Op tho question of tims, . It was originally thought thet 1t should'be-held
over two woek-onds, Now it appenrs where the work week 4s & dayo, it-would be
batter to meat only on Sundays and pexhaps tolescope the lestures Anto 3 on 3
congacutive Sundays, : :

.o The tér.ﬂ':é.tiﬁe. .schédlﬂ.é 80t 15; West Virgiﬁig-ﬁ‘rida.yﬁéth of18eptamber -
. Hhough Octobez 2nd; New-York one weok only not as school; Detroit-rOct.9 '
".through Qct._EBrd. Los Angeles--Oot, 50+ "<hrough Nov.13, .o

__— C - Heavor (Raya Dur-.ayevékn.ya).
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