February 14,1957
Dear Arthur!

. Now that at leaaat.za raoing of problems and haitos a
poltioal stability has been ashieved to a degree in LA, and
ve oan dlssuss matters objeotlvely and in an ordoriy and nod
heltar~skeltsr fashlon, I do wish %o roturn to the question of
introdustion to the bodok, althcugh it 1e st11) not a print on
the agenda for tha msmbershlp for reasohs whish will beoome
abvious tn this lstter.

I do not know how much of ths diuagreamenvs batwoen
LT and SWP on the question of translatione, editcershin, introdus-
tlons you ars aware of, BDBefore I oams tc. be his pesretary, thara
wvas an undersurrent I could never guite understznd and of gourge
nons of the lesdership dared explein, But there wag, first,
the iitstory of the RR iteelf, snd vhon Eastman wae oﬂoaen not
alone as translator but undluputnd editor, the Shashimmng, #rights,
oetc, ~te. ohafed at the bit. Naturslly ne one dersd ochgllenge
the 014 Man, much lesr aesuce his of "cpprortuniaz®, but thst is
what they aotually thought. -

. The truth was very different, LT etplained to me
tha3 the sectarianiam and isolationism radiesls oreate Tor :
themselveas are thelr own worst enemies, &nd that he had hed te -
face them ever ‘since the 8taliniets deprived huw of all ehannels
‘of sommienication and yet agoke of capitulation to bourgeois - -

press for hin to write in "Liberty®. The point was we had. rorgott n
. how.puch Marx swam in all channele from the Herald Tribuns ¢
' the 'Leré Bagelians and it 4idn't isolate him either from the
workers or .the intelleotunl ocurrents of the time; 1f the intel-
leo%uals ran. the othar way as they did, it was they, not he,- who
aid the running, Finally the OM showed me thnt where hhey should -
be politically prinsipled, they were not: 1}fhose e Datsnse
Committees were run by the Daweys and LaPollettee potitically
with us dcing all the technigal tasks, instead of us bhailding.
up memberghip branohes and have them control the intellectuals,
2)Fartiean lie¥lew was allowed to dominate ths intellactuals
instead of the intellectupls being invited cpenly %o write In
HI and us answering as dlaleoticlans to them, not-kesping 1t
S8hachtman-Burnham, There is nmuch more to all this past but I
4o not think tt 18 neceseary to go into greater dotall at the
woment.

Mow come to the pressnt, Harxicm has never taksn
root here theoretically. ¥Ye are smaller Shan any o7
groupings that ever atiempted 1t before, and alm highur. Since
the break with CP, Trotskyism, outside of LY himself naver
merlted a single work being published through establfahnd
channels pot becausc¢ they were bourgeols and T-ista rev-riaes,
but because they did not merit it oblectively, The moot of
an intellectunl periphery eatabliished wae on the name of LT,
even wher they broke with LT and went with SBhachtman the Farrels
gnd others were origlnally attracted by the blg nume suv that
8h, lived off of them ar Johnson lived off of thaWP=SWP,
Independently nc one ever commanded an suthoritative sritielam,
Finally T am the "smalleetf--without offlelal name that 1is,
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s Do

Yat I aohleve recognition from ths reoognlzed authority both
anong Kegellans and philowsophlcul Marxists. He dic¢ more with
his 3 & R to mertablish the early worker of Marx then we dla,
you ltiow, and premaSed us as wall, '

~ Kow if aven we publiched alone and I had to beg hin
to introduce, I should eertainly try avery posgeible way io
accomplish this aritical volee from the cutelde: Hers is g
real sontribution to Marxlet thought whiol has been a degert
gver since, elo. As 1t happana, he not only came to b, noi
X %o him, but he-hee done everything poesibla, despite
alarp disagresnents on Ansrican proletarist, éo got it published
and ‘ia still trying; aleo to get comnendations, ete, ete, . . -
What 2@ 4t that I can possidly fear from him--the fact that in
@& 5 or 10 page introduction he would eay. something I would
dinagres with? . Ycu mean 600 pages of tezt will not sxpilain -
ay. viewn olgarly enough and I need fear that? Then I.donft - .
Gaperve to be the suthor of a beok reestablishi the ocontinulty
of ‘Harxiam with rll the original sontributions t at we alcde;
maka,. ke ‘ e ‘ ; SRR

o ﬁa'hgve to swim, dear Afthur, swim out‘intb-tha'ngépp;, :
coean of gospetitive 1deaei-and hen eoms up ths winner, = . =

“Not. through iwolating ocur *purity¥ and faanatity" and proclalming
our arrival, but by having gtlioys proclalm it and righs 1¢,” -

A% a time when, howaver, this is all in a stage whers

- &ll the oards in the bourgeoim world are still staeked “#o high
mexinet us and 1t is not at all eure I will get publisation,.
-why geot the membarship involved, and, with your pardcon, on so
low a level as you attempted to do=-=through exeitsment that
something of us was being givan sway ror nothing? Ko, in dus
tize and when i1t 1s conorate--the RHB- incidentally Juat laft

1% all In my hands from the very start and ) especially
thought your proposition moet gtrange sines ha Talt =o atrongly
the nesd tc break out--the menbarahip will hear and have g
chance to dlecuss, and with all the facts and data marrhRailod
out objeotively and not in a hufr, Rethink your own views

very seriously in light of all-I sald and tryk your beant not

%o meke eilther a big production out of it or s defense ars,

but as comrade to somrade and leader to leadear 1f ynu Wish to
continue the discussion, you are welcome.

Youre,

rae
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