Dear Friendes - .

On Degenber 3rd the REB held a disoussion on the
relationehip of theory tc mewmbership growth, ©f nsceezity the
whola questlon of our eduoations came under ssrutiny, With the
publication of Npvxism anl Froedem, we have renched & naw atage
not alone in our dsvelopment, but 1ln the relationablp between
tha objective situation and tne peselble rise of a new Marxist
Humgnist mevemont, This makes 1t impsrative for sach of us to
absgorb Marxlem in-1ta development over the past 100 years in
g0 orguanie a way that it indeed becomea part of ocur very organiam,
. Thle wendd elgmily our mastery of theory that would make 1% &
weawonr of anrsalysis whioh could traneform a ocurrent avent, a shop
espsrlence, or, for thet mntter, a discuvsicn on art forms, into-
an illuminatved.visgion of the zuture soalaty inharent in the
pragont one, end yet lts complete oppoalite., '

On November ®4th I wrote to ths KEB, in anticlpaticn
of thig REB digouseion., The plvotal point in that letter wus
the following truth: With the transformation of Bolgheviem .into
its ofposlte, Htalinism, theory stopped coming ﬁug the nasses and
therdfre perdghad; The monolithls party, which is the contrdbu~.
tion, 3T such you wieh to g5gll 1t, of staliniem to thecryf: - . -

demonatratee as clearly ae_state capitalism itseclf this dying off
of revelutionary theory, Bourgeols theory, comes: from’ dng - -
f_ﬁ_}g » degenerates into direotives for the misses Ygqrearry . -
- out whieh parellelu menegement ordering workers to work hirder, ~ °
' ==g0. much g0 that thers is bhardly a' difference between -the . . -
 "Qolleotod Works" of a Stalin, & Tito, a Mao Tas Tung, - and the -

edministrative laws of the land.

- . The complote bankruptog of thought which eheractorizes -
preseni~dsy clvillzation is no sccldent., A new philosophy does -
not arise elther from laws or perfested wespons of dsstruction,
in inner op_ outer apace, It arlses, and can arise only, from

pow impulegs from the masses. What we scoomplished in Jjuat
1iptening and recording in NEWS & LETTERS establishés & ¢

s
Siga the maturity of our age yhen ¥ou Inow _how to hold on to ‘the
positive in the negativity of cspifigliem, ‘ ‘- .

But the time has comajthe mcvement from practice to
theory must finally meet theory iteelf. Ap a most fundamental atep .
in that direotion, the REB hea declded to rsorganize our educationals
It te not that what we did with editorial sessions wae wrong when
ve 41d 1t. Quite the oontrary. Intellectusls learned to listen;
workera learned to talk freely. But we must now know how to linmit
the editorisl to a onoe a month, rather than once a week, routine.
That puts the responaibility of writing on the menbership 1tpdlf-=
no discussions on what to_ wrb%e, but only on yhat hag been written,
That aleo meane tha® for that once a month the buelness portion,
exaept for the colleotion of contributlons, is skipped,

At all other times buelness is first on the agedia,
but is so organlzed by the executive, that it can be done within
no more than 45 minutes,

The reat of the time, week in and week oﬁt, ie
taken up with sOndying, not Just reeding, but gtudying HE F,
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This i3 to be done in a gy¥eteomat) cdmanners

(1) Reporters ave to prepare thomsslves well--and
presgnt thy ehapter in discuvalon for 20 minutes. .Each pareon,
who will have read the shaptar by himpelfl in any case, will then

e
discuse. Betwwen 40 mirutes fo an hour oan be taken in thie,

. (2) The BBok 1s to be followed in sequence; né skipping
of chapters. The Jumping from one aectimm %o aaother haphazardly
wan sdequate when we d4id not heve the book and needed %0 Atress

.& point here and thers, KNow, however, 1t 1s the Zloy, the sgupe .

i the higtoriec devslopment, and the interweaving of pau£ and prﬁsan% H
A (EEE:E}’EE"Egsggﬁﬁ 8 of the essones. The reporter can then supplemens ¥
y with eveniimore gurrent examples. The mein thing e %o beecme - i
. nxggjgggﬂ in Ths use of theory as wsapen of analyeis of the provlemg
.Ghgh oney ocvnrrontks, i

(3) ALl 287 pages of text should be o
oovered, and where possitle part of Appendices. The Bibliocgraphy
ehould 59 followad for supplementary reading, Much went inte 3
making it that brisef and seleuted; therefore it is important not. -
to work eclestically now, snnd suddenly begin expanding, - Absorption
of the book, rathsr than ‘sxpansion «f what others have writien,
1s the necessity, : ' : o
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- (1)The educations should begin either Dec, 13th or 1
-whishever.1s thie night ofi which the local vomalttee mests, Opnly:
for that first mesting, which congerns 1twelf with the Prefags -

- by ¥arouse.and .authoriyg introduotion, in ecntrast,. does. the OB
suggeat the Yollowing reportsrs: 1)for L.A, Bess, 2)for W.Va., g
and 3)for Detroit Saul, - . BRI R

x (5) After that eadh pereon. in the locel must met at . i}
one time or ancther as the reporter, with choloee as to who what .
a metier between the organizer and what the individual likss %o :
vélunteer for. However, the important thing is that we kniow :

i at lesst 4 suoch vobunteera. It is proposed that the . 73]
oogl committees send out m notige to all sympathizevs. announcing !
these edusationsls, e titles of course will folloy the shaptan. .
headings of the book, but the poilnt is that our friends Muow in
advance what 1s being disouseed and chome to come or not to come,
but knowing vhat 1t 1s they are misaing if they don't oome, :

{6)Finally this 1g to be used as a point in all salssa
of book from now on. They should know if they huy the book thgy

oan also becoms a part of 3 gollective ptudying 1%,

Arter two monthe or more that it will take us to come
plete this we will find that not alona our heads have tleared,
but the organizatlon of thought that we have achleved has been
the source oi & new energy to build and fouhd a Humanist rovement,

Rae for the REB




