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~ .• SOVIET MA'lXISM AND NATURA:O:. SCIENCE 1917-19)2; By MVID JORAVSKY 

I -~ .. A Columbia Universl.ty Press, New York 1961 n: li·;PK;/ Thio is quite an excellent book which show the ex .. ct opposit<> 
{.M ~ of what is suppooed to be the 11Leninist" ·vie" of phllo60pby, 

/ aa.r~ he reveals that "pa.rtynesstt in lenin waa thd exa_,t '!PI>OB1f,!! 
~ ,. what it bec""'e un:ler Stalin; that, far frooil>ol.ng " rmnol~tt.h1,!lii0~M9at>.hn·l·;.,_.:;-1,.-(.. 

to •ep.&rate ~hllosophy from th~ politics of \the 

Also, the disregard for phlloaop~.,y ~ whoJ.o of .the · 
international, ev"n in its ~ood days, On • lb tile author f!Uoto• 
Ks,utsky, in 1909, holding, thaj:.,•'Ha!"X prool r.o phlloeophy, but the· 

of all phllosoph,y)' -·---- ,, ___ . --, ....... L.---·-- --· ;r-------
Th<. r..t'erencos to Plek ov's interest in the materialist• of 

.~.· the 17th e:rl 18th centuries, , 2 (Joravsky does &ense· that the 
Philosophio }1otabooks w.s q new l!::ta.ge;....g_ut becliuse ot• its frag-
mentary naturo considers it "~ ... &i~8\'la tionJ'to try to draw conclusions {.J '/ ::./ . fr .111-.U.. l!e cloas, how...,. or, on'~!'.._$ speak of "Lenin's tali sf in tho 
ontb!o nl.ficance of his ph osophy. (Chapter 1) 

'~\' -.:::---::- --~· I_ - ..... 

).> ·-. Chl•.pter 2, Lenin an:! the Partyness ot Phllosol!by, o.{'p, 25J . 
, .... .-:--· .. th~. author shows that l'artynass that Lenin ooinod , . ..,nt no mer~. · 

,', .. J- o~.~s strug~~.e in action, . . ·. . .• 

~{!• , • . . ' . "'~~ _._Lenin'liked-Bogdano~!s Work,.-o.t: .. l'hilosophy !In:!~ 
',· / ,,•'1·:,- ·t11ot thtl~>:&S a pseudonym fol' Pleichcnov. \Ph1.1osophio neutralJ,.~ 
.{ tiit·\ 1~!!' pM' oontinu O'Do a condition t'or the unit;i of the"'l:)olshevik faotion:-It . 
· .. ''l r·v·';

1
, ! _ 1jQ • wh ... the MD.chists; through_qorky, _s.ent.in_to.. ihe~paper an ~rtiole 

~';!'":: ~ )"\ G/ wS!o a ai a fight again&i ilo~lne materillllill , "historical ··1 M·l,/ fatalisnl" a~ainst what w.;,s needed " o h · Aot!vnim" I'&!1n 
_1 __ ... / plunged 1n~phllosoph,y in the fall 0 "l~!.l)dth his~· (p. U> a 

-: · · and on~ , the author shows clear . .. • £ Lenin ".I!!!!!. a po cal a:!Jn . 
, . ~ . in wr.tting the book, but it WD.6§jto join the phlloaopbio•l ar.d politi F 

-~ )J/ issues that [(uasian Marxists ~guing about! IT \4AS TO SEP.\RATE TIIEM ' .. ..... - - - ._ - >. 
- ----- -, ----· 

On~ where part .z:l91Z::J-92~eg1ns, we get an entirely diff
erent oon;;~f the intra pal!1:Yiiol1tics and philosophy, with the nota
tion that "!.B. Mitln was then (April '29, a Doborinite fig~G?ainst -
the Machie;ts &iil!-he...quotes Deborin, th<> early Deborin, o~ · 

"The stantp ot· ~n..;\.:11 ';o;untariom7Jlf~~-z~~-;-~-.,J 
taotics of so-ca~ev1stD,--th'!:l1_~oph,l&!!±_Eil<Pressio!' 
o,t..:wbich f!chism ... Our Machi.Dt-ohapoo"'J..arxiste are con

-scious ·ao 1i:ks, who 'givlt ..,._ning 1 to the praatic" an:! taotics 
of the 1._ tter. Ar.d Bol•hevik tactiois.ns and practical people. / 

\ are unwitting )beesozMtBl'n,ye) Maohiets am idealists." ( 
"' y\)V''U"""""-&vf\/' ) 
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and meta-
.in the t:rea t break · · 
philooopltia." (p, Jl.l,nb) 
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