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G - Bacause of the heroiem of the mold of the form~:WCommiBaar of
}uér, the rlgors of exlle when. 8talin won the strugcle fox, pouer, and -

L‘;the trngedy of’ Trotaly's aasasn*nabion at the hands of a GFU assassin,

~‘much that has bern written about trotsky’c later 5ear has a,aubjective,
‘afir.abeut it, His last years seem to have provided & field! 2ay for
"psychological eppronches cven on %he part of pyliticael analyats.

- Regertly, a novel has been published —-and a V' spegialnlbased on it—-,
whioh imputes to irotsky a change in political outlock which' allega ly

he was unwilling to admit., Cnly Pevple vho heve nothuughts ot their
i oun can 3o miscﬁbtrue thie thoughty of dlhers.

Leon irotaky at no time let the subjective facuor enter(;pta ﬂf”“
a:y cf his analsﬁs of objective situations. Quite the contrcy,. 7T ;

remember ong 1ncident during the Moscow Irials, when “the honeraiﬁ-

'tarf of nevoluticn" was killed off by Stalin, and Trotsky hima_lf
éa anausad of the most heinoue ‘arines, The Ruasian bureiucriéoy
he. atute power --and the Lubianka; the money , the brutality, the tot
f disregarL ‘or history ane, motfof ali, the tiue.--a hole dacade—-ln
.whieh to £abricate the gre: test frome-up in all hiotory.

: ?'?1' " The Mexican press would hold open two columns of space

“for Yroteky to answer the chi.rges levelled agaﬂnat him at the Moscow
‘rials-in 1939-38. He had only a couple of hours in which %o vrite
-his angwers--and that only by virtue of the fact that President

- Cardenas intervened in his behalf and asked the press to info
Trotsky of the cherges as they came in on the teletype. ﬂ!? nuver

- knew what the accusations would be, nor what the Year was in which he

~'was alleged fto have done tihls or thet crime. Moreover, the Trials -
kxxxnlmxx had come at a time of the greatest personal grief in the =
Trotsky family for the longarm of the GPU had reuched out to kill the

" only living son of T‘otsky, Leon Sedov, It was a predetermined,
insiduvsly planned feat of a master intriguant, calculated %o give
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Trotgky the blow that they hoped would render him incapable of answar-
ing the accusation against himself, that they knew would come in

two short weeks,
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On Laon Tro*aky - 2= : - }

Indeed, the death of Leon Sedov inflicted the Qeepeat wcund,
and in t gt vulnereble spot, ILegk! Daw*ﬁuvich and ﬂatalia
Ivanovna ovked themselves into -fheir room and would ined: no. cna.
Eor » wholé week they did not come out of thefr room, and only one
person was pexmittod in--the one who broughiy tham tha medl, and food

.'of vhish they partook little, N

B ‘Those were dismal days for the whole g§§!§g§i§l s}e d.d not
mée elther L.D, or Natalis., We did not mov how théy !arﬁd, aad
faared the ¢ongequences of the tragedy upon thawm, e moved typowrite i
tha telephone, and aven door bells to thegua:d housn, out of sound
of their voom, Their part of the house beounme deathly Qﬁiet. ‘There

“was an oporeasive air, as if the whole mountuin chain uf %exico wag
~ pressing down upon tils one house, b

The blow wizs the harder rot only becanse Ledn ﬁpdc{luad

e mmtaky waa ifiterned in Norway, gagged, not poTmitted 4o 'amawer
s +the shavges’ ievelled against him in the first Mqacow Trigls (August
1936), Sedov ‘had venned Le Livre Rouge, ‘which, by brilliantly ex~u-~

.fpoqing ‘the Moscow -Palsifiers, denlt an irraparable bloew to tho ‘ 5%-‘
~prestige of the 4PU,

i An the dark dﬁUSfoter the treegic news had reached us, . ;
. when Lev Davidovich and Natalia Ivanovne werg clossted in their ;

‘;‘room, W wrote the story of their son's brief life. 1% uaa the
Liret time since pre-revolutionary daystntt Trqtaky had. written by
h&'ﬂdo -

|
On the eighth day, Leon Trotsky emerged‘from his room. I was i
petrified at the sight of him. The neat, meticulous Leon Trotsky

~hed not shaved for a whole week., His face was deseply lined. His :
syes wers swollen frum too much exying. without‘ﬁ%tering a word, ;
he handed me tha “handwritten manysoript, Leon Sedov Son an
Fighter which contained sowe of Trotsky‘a most poignant writingv i
"I told Natalimr of the death of our son,” read onecphaaagef "in
the same month of February in which, 32 years ago, she brought to i
me in jail the news of his birth. Thus ended for us the day of o

'
i
i

N Februaxy 16, the blackest day in our personal 11ves....TdEpthar with |
A our boy has died everything thaet still remained young w&thin USBeee™

. by
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. Put even this great grief did not din .!.rotslqr' ardor ffo,r the
revolutinna:w cauae, The pamphlet was dsdicated "fo the prolafarian

U iyouth." - X¥ the GPU hed connted on this blow o disabie - uiﬁ,‘they
- ‘counted on the wrong man. o
- The followj.ng morning, ‘the papers carried’ the announcement or
‘tha Third Moscew Trials (Harch 1938), BT
Trotaky lahored iate into the ri:l.(rht.' 0'1e day he waa up at 7 ¢
| Bale and=wrote until oidnight. The next Gy he arose ai 8" Bl ‘and
worked atmivh'l through to 3 a.m. the following moming, The last .
da;\r 0% thé week he did not 80 to sleep until five in the mar’ning..
"He drove himzelf harder than any of hig sta!f.
hm "The 01d Men",as we celled him affectiona.tely, w:r.:ota
‘an. ava*age of 2,006 words a day. e gave atatemenis %o +he HMA,
- ,'bha UP,, AP, Havas Ageuce, France, the London Daily _&;_'Q___gg,‘; ‘and to
tha Mexican newspaper; His declarations were also iﬂaued .ﬁ} 'Ehe .
. Ruaaian aud German ln.nguagea. The material was dictated :I.n{ Rusaia.n. ]
" Wnile T trangoribed the. diotstion, the other secretaries. chetked ovérj-
‘date, name, and place mentiored at the trials, 2rotoky dem fided meti.
'«f;f,c:u.oua, obJective resenrch worlk; feme the accugers hed to be tumed [
iu?:o %ke Bccused. : :
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‘ Yot so unused to sub;]ectivﬁsm was 'I:hia ravolutiona:y
that hs was deeply incenaed when the daily press printed "rumiours"
- that Stalin:-hed,at no time, been: a revoiuvtionist, but had alwa.,rs
‘been "apgent of the Tsar" and was now "wreaking vengeance.”"  yne,
I brought him the newspapers which carried 'l:his explanation of
‘the blood purge resulting from the Moscow Trials, Troteky e;:olaimed,
»"But Stalin vas g revolutionist! " C

"Walt a moment," he cdled to me as I was leaving
the room, "We'll add g posteript to today's article.” Here ia whut

~ he dictated:
"The news has been widely aspread '&hrough the press, to

the effect that Stalin 2llegedly was an agent provocateur duxing
Tsnnsm, and that he 18 now avenging himself upoit his old enemies,
I place no trust whetsoever in this goassip. From his youtb Stalin

was & revolutionist. All the facts abou’this life beur witness to
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\gthiaa To: reconstruct his biography ax _post fac to means, to aye “the
p"aaent reactionary bureuuoracy.

Aga:ln, when the John Dewsy Commission of Irquiry into the Charges
!4 Againsi: Leon Trotanqr hed brought in the verdict: I ot Guili:x end’

& prews conference was called, Iroisky was paked: "Do noh neasim!.stlc
_.,cpncluaions in regerds to scolalism flow frow the tioscow Tria..s and .
‘ ‘“*tha verﬁict of the Comiseion’?" Tyotsky replied: :

%io» I do not see any baels for pesoimign, It 48 ziece'saa'rv-
1:0 take hig‘tory as it is. Husenity moves forward us did some pi] grimss

: twc stopa ahead, one gtep back. During the time of the bag_kqard move-
: ment, a1l aeema loat to skeptics and peasimlets. Iuv t'ﬁa'i’s An error
‘.‘." historice.l vision., Nothing is lost, Humanity has developed ‘from - g
“the -apé’ tv, the Comintern, It will advence from the Comintern to sctval :
5 aocialima. The judigment of the Comni asion demunqtra'tos once more
'l:ha'a the correct idea is stronger than the mos¥ powerful. police rowo._ -'";_;
In tl.is cozwic'fion liss the unshakable basis of revolut:.onary opt:lm x

e v
Untortunately, optimism, no wore than aub;iectivism, is et
'I:hs rat of political attitudes. It is theory-~the philosophioal prem...ae

~for 1% -~vhich is decisive. Because. hia theory that Russia stil
remained a workers' state, "though: degenam‘ae“ and muet be “defended"
vhen World War II btroke soon after the Hitler-Sialin Pact was concluded
anpea.red %0 me to be at variance with both the renlity of gtate
capitﬂliﬁm #ndRugsie and its total perversion of the Humanism of
‘Mayxism as a theory of liberation I broke with Trotely. Hy bresk from
Trotsﬁ's politics in no way changed my attitude ‘toward hin as one
of the greatest revolut ouists of our age, one who, with Lenin, led
the greet Csotober Revolution, iie remaing "the man of uctover,"

foyota, Japan /? /D Ut f- S 4”:’ ‘ ﬂ(/
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SeetMetary to neon Wrotsky ia I-'exir-o,1957-38
Author of MARXISH AND FREEDOM (translated

into Japanese as ALIENATICH AND REVOLUTION
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