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Dear Raya thankyou for the letter oP solave and the enc]osure,which

942 Ydle Station.hew_naven Conn. -May 30th.1961

has oeen paaseu on tﬁ Auglc WIth reference to men talking to trees-
‘:I recall that baorge the III daid actually talk to the trees in
Windsor Great Park,and they put him 1ns1de for it.And you know . what

.-happened to the American colonies.Fit thot into your schema.

'.present that iz your departmont but the ¢old facts as it is possible

to ascertain them at presnnt.

General chronological outline.

‘u”igﬁﬁrly-years.Mao's Hﬁnanureport of 1927.

_— ______...___,.‘.

enanrcommnnlsm 19?6 throunh to

4 19d9 to +the present the communists ir power,

”I.Early years.Mao .5 Hunzn repo"t of 1927.

HIn this renort as far as we ¢an puSSlbly tell,Mza0 apoke of the

Epeaaants as a revolutionery,not just a petit- bourge01d class Fe-3

\.

published in Russia Interpretations of this phenomenonﬂ§3W1

that this proves 211 along that lao was an orthodox communist,end
that natﬁrally the report was published since it echoed Lenin's and
Stalin's views on the peasawtsﬁilJpence,any attempt to show thaf .
Ienin or Stalin thought of the pessantry =8 2 revolutionary class in
Mao's sense bases itself on a few scattered sentences from their

works,out of context.I thinlk the report was welcomed because the

whole comintern policy had besn going increasingly dlsasfously in
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China since tbe 1925 Canton*

_into = aupaervient position—

of Troteky's criticisms,and f

théﬁ tﬁere was in faect sonme genu*n@lv revolutlonary activity in Ghina
But after the Shanghai massacre in 49311.2937 and the debLacle with th
4Pft YMT at Wuhan in July 1927,the er

the open,and discredited us when the Auvtumn cr rCp. risingeﬁof fal1

f 1997 failed iao was censareq alonb w1th everyone else,in the serles‘L

—— ——

ﬁZE CCP manoeuvres that led to the fal}mgi_g? en “u-halu Ca'i Ch'i u—pa
11 Li san,ana the instellation of Wang Ming and tne "re?urned'studéﬂté

'5;311 safe comintern yes-men. N

¥ The .period of the Kiarigei Soviet.1088-34. %&aﬁAM

The-?lrst aoviets were establlshed in Fwangtunp province by P'eng--”

' Pai in Oct 1927 and lasted _t411 Teb 1

Vrnare
B T, -

nj“no wri*ihgs on’ thase.The CCp and Western historians corcentrate on

e T e e e et e Gn e

“NMao in uhe area of Xiangsi,where the Cnineae Soviet Hepuhlic. vas.

ﬁ”:# established in 193l,and ‘to which area the CC of tne CCp finally mevé\

in the fall of 1932,perhapi_g§ggg blackmailed by llao. (This period

is also known as thd"Juichin Republlc

Like averything

save through glorifivatory CCp writings.However I have one lead'that
N =", mn .

should intexrest us both nore than these works.This is %_Eiiffﬁﬁ

document called fhc nrese“t rnnuifLon of China,publiched without

ﬂmnrint and without date senonymously his document,to which I have
found nn references,is in the Yale Jterling *“‘emorial Libreary.catalog;
number Bj 13 j/i3/932 jb.an inseription inside tﬁe cover suys that

it was presented to Yale by the Imparial Javanese Imbassy in 1932.0n
8 fairly close analysi= I would say that this was a deliberate
propoganda piuce put out by the Japanese governmeht to demonstasae thi

internal chaoe of China,the inadequacy of the YMT,and hence to
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JJapanese Imperialiam in Mancnuria i 8. to show that the Japanese were
- reeponsihle govarnmant interaested only In bring ing ord;r to the B
Chinesgy malnlgnd and- of coursze 1in protecting their own Tinanc ial
intarests,which wure By this time CO“Slﬂer&blP «Al) this hae a fqmiliar
ripg to‘it.Bﬁt the important thing id that rhe Jananpse obserrnrs are‘

neither hoatllp nor - Iavorauln to the CCpithoy - Just want to uhOW that

'yq//%he CCp iz too strong to be beaten by the incompetent KMT', but itaeif

~boo weak to bring order to China.
The najor part of this document for our purposes is Appendix xxj
T
A~3,Communism in China,written in the middle of{193;)A list of those:

holding "the actuzl power of the party at presant" (p. 5) dueskpot)

1nc¢ude Mao yvthough this may nct be important since the Japanase are‘T

probab]y rcferréng to the party leaderahip proper which was! of oou s
still 1n Shanghai de%pwrately tryi ng to get the shattﬂred and disill
usihed urban breleturiat to TLBQ und orlng the v1ctory of sooiallsm

(\FLj,smerges—from““his report is the. varx_great bower of the Red Am Y
--“‘--.... —— —--" -“‘-nﬁ_‘__r‘_‘__“-—._-_“ -.,,_‘_‘_-'
‘behinad which it appears that the ;olitical cadras,of whom Mao was
probably the most importunt followed +Ihe.report describes this nroceas
as follnws (all itallcs will he mine,td emphasise poznts that should:-

he of especla‘ interest o you);On to klng a town the Red Army_ loots

and raids public bulldlngs banks sna Toreign settlements murders or
dr&ves out the rich and the officials,calis mass meetings of workers,

peasants and soldiers,forms soviet government, { remember Trotsity's

scorn),lowers food prices,raises the ratio between copper nand silver

e e i

(the pessants hag to pay taxes in silver and were always belng chaated

DI I

by the of"ieialeshut T don't dev that this reising of the ratio is
really feasible in ecoromic terms,it sounds like a bid for ponularlty),
destagys loan bonds and land certificates and distributes the land to

the poor (p.10)}.Then Tollows this observation bty the Japanese

observer: 12802




."As @ matter of fact it may be Jefinitely stated that the
communist party,plaming to make uze of ihe power possessed bvl
the red armies,is attempting io direct ‘and control them by send-~
Aing to them its representaetives and politieal agents and
moreover,is trying “to turn the freguent raids 'of the crates to
-occanions for progvgende end practice of communism”.(p.12}

. This observation is then expenced in a parasreph on communist practicéfwl

\ "As soon as a red army occupics a ceruain point,the Conmunisi -

Part" at cnce calls out local norkers and pe zmantfs,arld‘-converma__'‘i
‘“Sov1et Connrese" or "Workere and Perasants’ Congresq“,whith
;:ngs a8 "°0Vllt committee” .This committee in its turn forms a

sovlet government.The territory under the rule of the Soviet

government is designated as a-"SOV1et area”.In outward form a

Soviel government is a popular organ founded by the people thenm-
" selves.But in point of fact,it conmes into existence through fﬁe7

raid of a red army and the conspiracy of the CommuniatdBatth_

 which eccounts s for-the.-fact thaJ SdQIht érea usually coinc*d}h

s et ¥ P

————

'Cﬂiggra-red.axmy's SPEEEQ ofwaﬁtiﬁﬁ"“{giljl_:;__;_ ;;__;_,_;»/
CNA Soviet povernmeﬁT being &n offsnring of the Communist Party
and a red army,is under a’ complete contrl’ of the party,which

,eends o represenfifitive to it as the supreme adviser of the
gdvernment to supervise its administration".(p.18)

. ;t is,;:think,inconcei?able that the Imperial Japanese (Government

shoﬁld have gent a Vrotskyist to ma;e 53 oonfldentlal report on the -
Kiangsi Soviet,and extremely unllkely that members of their staff were.
‘secret marxist-humanists.Therefore it is quite probable. that what we,

. have here is aQ%%iff%;desoriFion of the imposition of +the party
buresucrsey ai the very begivning of the revolution,of an absolute
denial of peasants' and workers' spontaneity.At least inkﬁq%an they
either rose by themselves aguinst intolerable oppressions or were led
to rise ﬁy a few revolutionists ('?his is no new phenomerion in Chinese
er medieval Buropean history):but in Kizngsi znd neighboring ?rovind&éh
their "1iberation" in the early thirties has a suspicious flavor.But

we mizt also ramember,in fairnzss to the P.rty cadres,that they were
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'fightiﬂg a bloodv war of attrition. against the forces of the KMT with

_vaatly superior numbers and equinment under thu dlreotion of German ‘

[,

gene;%ls,and that the 'MY were kncwn for the r extreme ru“hlecsness
o communists or sympathisers ang that therefore a styiet could not
be formed uniess it were alszo under the protection of the “pd aIny,
ﬁho Tought br1111antlj and couzageouclj for six year% until Chiang's
3f1fth "axtermlnatlon compaign” almost succeeded und drove them onto.

the long march. e
S ———

3.7enan communism,1936 Surcugh to 1949 and vic«ogi\

B v o —

Tbe nnriod of Yenan communi%m was- qbprzod of comprom1se arrlved at .
. gy

with the: ﬁMT after\the xldnaplns of Chiang at Slan in Dzcember 1936 |3
e e e ! _._.—--——-._..--

' ;the‘per1od of*the-United Front .Thus whereas the Iand Law of fhe(fzgah

. all—Ghina SOV1et 1n,%93l had stipulated the confiscation. of the land
o; all those abovbrmiddle veasanty w1thout compenﬁation,and that alx
fenta and debts be null and void,the Yonan nrogram ripht up mntj1

”=Decemher 194&/Was one just of rent and 1ntereqt reductlon leavlng not

'only the rlch peaqenls_hgz_glgg_zh& landlords more or less untouched,

—-.__..—.._..._.
~——

B Aa Mao szid in“Wew Pemo"racg,1940 "1t is not to build : up “Bocialist
.__.___..J -
_agricu]ture but to turn the land 1nto the private oroperty of *he

-l

easants.A rlch—neasant economy w*ll also be ,1lowed to ex;sr"[ln

946 /the CCP baﬂt ‘a policy oi the ccmnul“orj nurcha
low rate,of the landi-lords' "zicess® lands.To Octobe
an extremulv radical p"ﬂgram for the reiistribution of all land and

the elimination of the rich veusints as o clarsithis phase was chrried

, e T
througn with wiue-seale terror aud v1alenﬂe zaﬁ 4 swing of line in the

-spring of ”§§§Fgunucmnuq bhis policy =m "ultra-left",snd there was =
reveraion Eﬂrt moderalte policy,to suzrautae the rights of the middle
;easants «nd nrOheed mores cuubiously with the rieh peasants.This was
the op:-rational voliecy at ihe time of the final viecory in IDee 1949:m

o ﬁ-F&o 5'@3/! th ACHWW‘) W NG, o ’44" hoF Pﬂ[‘ﬁ'ﬁ) teet Tb“ ’791 fl—;:}
M bacle - 2atel. Su ok clmmzrwl J.k}“ﬁ,,(,c' Ml ) et of ﬂ(..,-,,,

e
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-Pefhap* hé most 1/* rtenﬁ.change from the FKiangsi days was that
rnow in Yenan it was %hef ﬁ‘prf,; /th.,t con’cv‘olled the ar&end the army wasg
. ‘““w

R

sean A4S mn educatzve nstrument . AFZIE‘BT‘EEﬂree the OCp was in a c*is:s
31taat10n,flght1ﬂb contxnuhl suerrilla actions againet the Japanese: ;
and sporadically axainst the KiiT,80 Lhe armj ueuelly had to be in the
background to snsure, the survival oi the partJ.;ut many of the leaders
W both in the party and the army were now coming from t%e anti-Japanese,

—_——— ‘*-—_.-‘ ’—\'
communie 111tﬂry and political acacdemies s called K'angtapThe

(:?rer majo;LPhenomeno weg the, develonment of maus movements.Phe

—— i B T me— —

) var&oue mess organlzatlors (formed according to age,occupatian‘etc),
h '—“'——--...,_____'___,"_-—'——_' \—._,_.“_ |

e

were formeu and guidea by the party cadres and plcke the eendidetes
for local off*ce ouce the cand1da+ee were, ehosen,ﬁzgﬁ the ordinary

people could exerclse their ‘democratie vote l”he 3¢ 1ocal organizatlons

v v

fagede of magor1tv rmile tnere was of course absolute minorlty (pert{)
’ —"—-.u.—_____._.

. \control The voung cadres who Fdunded the =chotls in remote areas

only very slowly 1ntroduc;n party propogand_ into the curricula.Sh iuzfrl

b
o

is essential to, remember that Yenan w»as a t;me of great ded1cation
’\ ‘

S T )

and enthusiem Nao was maiking his apnarently enllghtened and exc1ving

speeches on\culture and- that hope was in the air that visiting foreign

P —re

jcurnalists wearied of the KT corruption, were so imfected by ."hile
-.._,4-—-.\

s

Q{;F)r the surrender of Japan,the fighting was ugaln bitter,and all

were too occupied in stalnlh” Pven1ue1 v1ctozw ta worru overmuch

about T adomaror_spantqngityfww

( 4.1949 to the present,the communists in power.

s e

e e e et

i% Mao Tse~tung,0n People's Democratic lictatorship,July 1,1949:*6
- _ h— ha B e e}

n¥ithout the socializution of agriculture,there will be no

complete and consolidsted socialism.iAnd to carry out the =ocial-
ization of agriculture.,a powerful industry with state-owned
enternrises as the main component must he developed. The State of

12805
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of the Peoples' Democratic Iictatorship must step by step solve':
- thi 8 problem oﬂ the industrializaticn of the country". ”,'

N

33 Frgm now oq)the dubordinarlon of the peasantry to the leadershln of
il

the urban workipg cl 288 was to be emphaaized both in theory and

R B T T
e

tg;:énge whwreas “from 1928-1949 it had been in thuory only.ung the
subordination of hoth to the CCP was undeninsble,The movement to stete .
collectivizﬁtioh o; agrieplture lay through a)individual ownerahip,“
blmutual ~id tesus,s)cooperative farming,ddecollectivization.Mac had
experimented with the firzt three both 2t Kiangsi and fenan, buf/in

China of the

tafer “plar The praces ‘was as follous.

-

2 3 Wthh oy the sprlhg of 1953 left. nnl an estlmateﬂ 3 mil1ioﬁ out_
ngf 500 mlllion peasantq unafipuTed {(Most of these deaails are from
e :
an exce11ent bookﬂﬁgrarian policy of the Chlnese communisQ,Partv 1921—

'1959 by chéb Kﬁb-chun Asie Publ:qbinv House Wew Delhi tg%g).After

-mmﬂw” ) """"--—---——'——-——-"—’ ,__..—--
redistribution the average land nolding per capita was under 2 mou .

(ia mou is 1/6 of an acfgs\}o it was clearly a transitional stagé,as. N

Cm———
e -

‘noone could suppuel themselveﬂ for long on that.The redistribution

Meliminated 20million lendowners as a class,weny of whom were kiiled;~

perhaps 5 million.The redistrlbutlon was carrled out thrpugh loca1§;
K(Egﬁﬁﬁﬁnt Orpanizations" “Peonle's Representatlve COngresges",the

reoplets millui& local tribanzls and various mass organizations.At all

times it was directed by the Party.

2.The bringing of the peasents irnto Asricultural Producerb' Cooy-'

e

ra T ———

eratives' 955-8.his process carried out steadily through viork teams--:
.-_‘_-—._.,__..’--

and cadres,propeganda through mass media,and the selection of
’"ﬁﬁgitlve“ elements in the villazes.The aim was to improve the lot of
the poor paasant and %o bring production into line with the require-

ments of the sitate. herg were legal stipulations guaranteeing that

128086




-the joinihg or withdrawal from cooneratives be voluntary.It is not

known if any veesantas availled themselves ol these stipuluations.The

peaSLnrq ccrttnLod o have‘"ownerHJ_p' of thaoir 1ands,:r1vatc propertyrf'
was allowed and they could work 10 of their land for themselves.High

incrgases in production were attained.(This seems undenimle).
- - _._.‘._........_——.—-—-’/
'q Lonmunea.ﬁgzﬂ This was done by

e o e —— ——

3. The Tormation oa,*u

amagamating the cooperatlves 9,and_zahsoluk

— e b e

— e e = N ‘_____,___.‘— e

rantastic as it sounds ng
this was ach;eved L-ween April ana Novemher 1958 Tn uheae~eight ) ;

mdgyhg 120 million peasant houneholds who hdd formed 740,000 APC'3 /?L

(agrieultural nroducers' cooperatives) of 16C households each were

conce t ated into(;ﬂ 000 neonlp'a c0mmune° averarlng 5 000 houégﬂgiag?

e — T

,This transltion is held to be the crucial stage in. movzng China- fr m

- e g = ™~
) socialist xﬂ,a communls soci ty It hanpeneu te colneide with the

R RIS PR L
inauguretion ‘of. Ghina's aecond {ive year plan.Qver the last year there
e .m‘rﬂ ST F L )

have been reports tha* th° communes nave beer in trouble: there is

certainly &a serious iamine at the momunt But though thers mi ht be
some- relaxation of pressure cn the peaﬁants he theory abt least scems

to be s,ablezéhe Communist China Iigest for May 2 1360 has an article

T e s et o s it .
‘(J (p.21) attacking the notion that naople's QOﬂperdtlves are almost the
e

same as people's communos.It points out thav the flxed q"qtem of free‘

S ——

aupply in the communes is the ficet stage on the way to

Ziving to

each according to h:u needs,and that moreover the commune gives the

-— -_,_»—-’-‘

people an "element” in the owner-hip of . ithe--meene—of.producti
—"'--—-—..._..- /.

—— D
"The people's communes is the combination of industry,agriculturs

commerce,education nnd military aff'airs within the scope of theix]j

activities”.

. ———
JUam——_— R—

to ve found in

E———

The only criticism Irom within mainland China is

those writings by intellectuzls zna studsnta,of whom thﬁ_"reatest is

the wyoung girl sbtucent of ninstean or twenLV,

has been shcet.On this whole movemﬁnt thare iq ona 1nd1qpens¢blp book,




.4 z/ \’\\,\_}'

5*719Tha hundred flowers camﬁuign and the hinese jntellpctuals by &

Roderlck FacFarquhar Praeger, N

2w York,1960.1 wont kr aubemn+ to aummaria

thls h~¢e,and Jyou must reszd what the Chinese say tham

selves the whale“

book conqiate of thplr

eriticisma,with o

Mirinum of guiding and

informed commentary by Mackarg

[

whar.But the crucial tnlnr is +h s tnat

the most cnnstqnt eritviei

. ey - .
ARk F TSP aiast ]

AMmowas simply that tba CCP was nothing othexr :
—_—

,,r than a nnw clas .inulatln'ulshpblv from the exp101t¢ng claaaes_pﬁ_ﬁhﬂ

) :ﬂéﬁ- e :

———

ﬁby past ard that it is not frui/ Marxist,
(7 s

.—-‘___._______ =

here T than I shall) leuws

o Tl benli e e o i S ~ Ty "-7'.._ T TSN I

YOk

For foreign poliey the best book i
commaniat China and Asia by A.bo
TS

ak Bernett Harper bros lQ6C chapters

ensure that you don't MIJS anyhnlrﬁ of

think abou1 it

yche harde; it ie to flnd spontane
h...,__‘ “-.___ -------- \..___,’-'

._.Lﬁfu 1up7 at the

Hﬁﬂt

s e st amr el

s . We must not;forget though that tne Iour meﬂ

who have had most part-f 2

re sti’l in power Mao Tso—tqu,

In-lai, wnre @11 invelved in_ ‘?ight f01

2 years suffering thz severest strains of priva
LT
physical danger

L
in shaping commuziiot Chine and” who &

Liu Shao= ch'i Chu Teh and Chou

tion ahd
ail times through Jananese

yfeeling their way at

Imperialism,Western Imper1u11wm Rus:ian Imperislism and the certain

knowledge of torture and dez

th it cuught by the yMT, They were never
evend® peacefully in exile in aw1tzerl

and,¥nsland or anyﬂﬁewelse.wogg
\of .them vIrote 4 word of theory until they had bea

n fighting for Gome-
—— ooy .

profoundiv nationnllatic,and deaply loved China,f

2 time.Al) of them wers

. . . which above ai] they wanted to e sirong,s0 it eoyld forge its own
-me;:. destinﬁfﬁpether in such circumstances they could have made it free is
T4 ‘ . ‘

2 prefound enigma,which pPernaps

" 12808 Sinceels

ve can try to answer together,
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