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Conmminiaation
e July 8, 1958

Editors, WORLD POLITIO3
" Deap Slrai

fa s Interesting article, "Ton Thoorios in Search of Realityl
the Prediotion of Smriat Behavior in the Soclal Science,” (1) Mr, .
Danlel Bell fallis 4o deal with the theary of gtate acapitzliam. I nots
his w»afarance to Rudolf Hilferding'e artlele, "State Capltallsm or Yoteli-
tarian State Xocinomy,” but that is whers he lenwves i1t. It may be that
ho 414 net deal with it becsuse, Zar from belng in search of reality, -ths
" o Btate capitalist .theory does indesd yleld fruitful and nogent a.nalyaa.s of
g ,Z-"\Ruwia bd its eatnomy, its rulers, and 1ts pollecies,

e ,In any caee, the omisgion 1s @speelally regrettabie in view a’f

taq'u ‘that the Russisn rulers eonsider this theory "the most dangernu £ g;_,
: :subwrsiw" of thair tstalitarian regina, Since the state capitall¥Uathbory.
- ¥i0ldo thet Ruesia is 2 state capltalist ssclety, it goes without' sa

vt fY g e

tha.t na tne dares expn‘und 1t within the nnrdtars of the Soviet quon"

: «Hwavar ro“ & brief period at tha end of World War II, when
- 'Fusslan. burea\.cr&.cy ssamed unnertain of its relationship to "Wéste: e lpal) ol
- and; éakled Bastern BEurope .state eapltalist, & varlation of tho® Bt’u.'wi& ‘1-. ;
b seliut theory vas developed by Eugsne Va.rga in his Shanges in® tha.l’ :
, f.-._annonr'; of aap_L;aliam Resultinjg from the Jecond Woriﬁ War. ("Ej :

F.
. Indeed, 1t%was neld by the Institute of World Politics wh.tch ta.rga
headed, In brief, his analysis showed that. planning hy the astate :
longar'a wonnpoly of "soclallsm”, .but, to one degree .or another,. shibads:
teriged tho whole post=war world, inoluding Great Britain and the Unkted
'States. Yargs, maintained that capitaliam had thus achieved an' eou!:u.
brium,” "sbylating a genarsal orisis for a decade or ao, This sed

ﬁus.l:lu'a unbridled campaign agalnet "cosmopoldtanism,” Vargs raca.nted

‘Cutside of Russia, and long bhefore the specific dispute, asa !&:ral!.at
Huianist, I developed the thedry of stats capltalisme. I was ablethe ‘by
at the outb"eak of World War II, to make the first detailed a.nalya O
the Rusalan Five Year Plans. When, 1n the midst of World War II, ;the
Russian theoreticlans were compelled to revise the teaching of the ™
Marxidn law of value as the basic law of capltalist devslopment and. aqmt
that 14 functioned also in Russia, I was the first to bring this infomsa-
tion to the American publio, (3) On thia basis, I stated -~ and I bnlieve
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!2; In Russiaw 1945, A stenographle {ransoript of the discussion on; .‘..t
wag, hovever, published in an English translatlon by the Publie: Af-
fairs Press, Washingiton, D.C,, 1948,

(3) American Eccnomlo Review, No, 3, 1944 for the translation of ‘bhe
Ausslan articia, "teaching of Eaononmles in the Soviet Unien," and my
commontnyy, "Naw Revislon of Marxisn Eoonomica"; that entire year vae
sonupied Wwith eritieismc of my analysls, and my rejoinder, "Revision or
Reaffirmation of Marxism" in No,3, September 1945, See also Will

© Lisener in The New York Times, Oatober 1., 1044,
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7 Odmminication == p.2

I was the first to da Bo == that dsaplte the then wartime alllanae ws
would soun see the beginning cf a new period which has 8inae-heaowe
kmown aa "the cdld war." .

Agaln, when 8tzlin dled in 1953, and mast of ths "Russian experts®
wera arguing Milasnikov vs. Boria, I wrote that Khrushchev 38 the man to.
‘'wetoh, I méntlon these (wo facts, not ar any prosf of prophooy == I
‘assums Mr, B2ll is much too serlous to swek prephecies == hut to indi-
oate a 206l of snalysis we are all seoking to dlscern s yeneral pattern
or movement,

It also huppens, mot acoldentally, that today the state oapitalist
- theory 4 the 1desloginal weapon that the Yugeslev lecders are ueing
in thetr 1ifs~and=-death struggls with Ruasis, :

!
i

Feedless to gay, I do not oonsider the Ruseian and Yugeslav warta~

“tiens to be the authentic Marxint Humani st *heory of state .capitalism, for, .
~aa’' I show in my reaent beok, MARXIZM AND FREEDOM, they end where -they .o
- should:-hegin, I am able to go mush further and at the same time glve-mn = 1
" .more~adeurate platurs of the "Soviet Men," not only ae to his economie. i
~funotlwm An the staie apparatus, nationally and internationally, ‘but as Q :

to hip scolo-peychulogloal characteristles as well, \ s LY
48 I see 1t, the importance of artioles such as Mr, Boll's 4s- that.
thay aro pari of today's mever-ending efforts tc ploree . -1

] thr'ﬂus}l’* he O _.j-,'
reality of Goamunlsm in view of the urgent global struggle. for ' the:uinda - :j
.. ., efjmen, . All the more reassn 4o resognize -methodclogloal tocls which offer .
< astuarte Ansights. - - o : . AR .
: - et Russia keop the monopoly of thought cmtrol andhave all. thelr
~Antellsotuals appaar as state philosophers, In scientific journale. such
-8 WORLD POLITICS, we-have no rlght to use historlo terma looselys I am
"%fe’rri;lg t’.g Mr. Bell's appavently internhangeable use of "Marxism” .and
SCommunisn," ) N

‘ - The Rusalan Oommuniets spend an inaradible amount of money, energy,

- and viglianes to force an identity hetween thoue two oppoasitesi (1) -
Maixiui, the theory of liharatlon whioh sess state property, not as -
"socfa'.[!sm, tut as the ultlmate dovelopment of capitalismi and {2) Jommue
nism, the term they have usurped as the designation of their state capl-
.Eaﬁat reglmwe, If we do not keep this distination clearly in mind, 'we are -
prone te fail Into the trap set hy the Comminiats. :

Yours sinaerely,

Raya Dunayevskays
4993 28th Street
Detroit 10, Michigm
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