February 27, 1961

Doar Com. sﬁence!

T4 wae good Lo geot tha regards you sent with Blek, and I'm
1oc!tn§ forward to ssolng you soon. 1 hopé we wlll have an hour
or 80 “alone" .- at least on the question of china. I havo..
"2lterior motives® (at least I'n honest on the questicale... Sarieus-
ly. though, I am meat anxlious to involve you in collaborating
with me on ny new bock, & counterpart to Marxius snd Fraedom,
only this time the phiiotophic Toundetions Tor the stTigelos for
freedom are related to the uhderdeveloped countries, :

You may remember that both in the pamphlet on the Afro~iAsien
revolutions and in ny conversation with yvou I eteted that the -
gtats capitalist road in Chlne must be countorpored t6 & trly
indepandent path toward Industridlization, You mmiat have gneased

~that I was most envious of your gpecialization on China,. It is
imposuible to know every TISYd-in our age of apeelalization. in a
comprehensive way that a seribus Marxist stu dy damands, but™it

is even harder to meet with allegad speclalists vwho kave any total
.-wiew of thelr fiold, much lesg of Mariist philosovhy, ) in

vwhy you are ao precious and why, frankly, I was disappointe !Nugjh\
to-have heard from you although you had promised to write me afiod—~. .
Fou had finished reading my book, Wok's greoetings, whivh ahowed

‘you. had not forgotten ms, were therefore thrice wolcomee-:~i.. -

-~ -Now to yiunge directly into somé Hegollan concepts which mey
not. appear to you to have any direct relationship either to HMarx
or to Chinas (just keep in mind that I have seribbled in ‘the nane
Mao=Tse Tung next to the expressions “the noble tyve of congsiousness
- eesTOlatod to state power® ,emf next to “euch a type ia ths haughty
vegeal™ and "the type of personality which of ifoelf renocwices
possvealons and enjoyment, acts for the sake of tha rrewmiling.

poveriyy

"the noble type of consclousness, then, finds itself in the
Judpgment related to state povwer in the sense tiat thle power 1p
indeed not a gelf as yot Lut at first is univorsal substance, in
which, however this form of mind Teoolg its own essential naturs
to exist, is consclous of ite own purpose and sbsoluts ocontent,

By taking up e pgsitive relation to thie substance, 1t asgunmes a
negative attitud¢ towards its own special purpose, its particular
sontent and 1ndivlidual exlgtence, and laets them disappear, This
type of mind is the herolsm of service; the virtue which gacriflces
individual being to the universal ond thereby brings this into '
exlegtenge; the tvpe of psrsonality which of itcelf renowuncés
possession and enjoyment, actez for the gale of the prevalling
pover, and in this waf becomes & concrete reality." {(p. 526,

Phenomsnnlogy of Mind

"Juch a type is the haughty Whasal; he is actlve in the ine-
tereats of the stats-power.,.Thls estrangement, howaver, takas
place in Language, in words alone, and language assumes here its
pocullar role,,,1t s the powar of utterance qua utterance vhieh,
Just in speaking, performs what hes to be periormed,..Speech how-
ever contalins this egc Iin its purity; 1t alcne apwsp expreeses I,
I iteelf." (p. 328) _ ‘
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"Thias type of spiritual life is the absolute and uriveraal
inversion of r¢ality and thought, their entire ectrangement the
one fyrem the otherf 1¢ 1s pure 'culture. ‘hat is found out ia
.bhia Bphere 1s that neither the goncrete realitles, gtate power
and wealth, nor the determinate coneeptioas, good and bad, nor.
the consciousness of good and bad (the conscioumnegg that 13 noblae
and the consciousness that ig base) possesses rosl truthy: 4t 12
found that all these momants are inverted and tranemuted the one
into the other, und each im the ovwopite of 1taself,¥ (p, 541)

Lenaf vou should conslder thege quotations as a manifestation
of the higheat alienation from reality, periit me to say that it
1s Hegel's snalysis of the perversion which must tako poesegsion
of the person who hasg #ought for frmeedom when ha was part of A
real world, that was allen to him, only to find on the day after

[ .viectory thet hla own personality, by now becoming ldentified with
the new state povwer, haf made his vhilosophy more tovsy=turvy
than the real world was bofore 1lts overirow., It Is cne off the
seetions in the Thencmenclogy of Mind to whlch, you may recall
{rom the early MerX essays whiCh appeared as an appendix te ¥

~book, Marx refers vhen ho states that the Hegellan methad is

far supexrior to Hegel's consclous purpose and in fact many Ydesg,
vhich remain unoritical in Hegel, could become the basis, when = -
read matérialistically, for s devastating analysis-of-the-wtate,

© 77 'I heppen to feol very strongly that Hegel had anticipated so
‘many ol the problems of our warld because he had ilved in a $ime

of orisis, which ho called"the birth-time of history" and which

we know as the Frenoch -R2volutlon and the Napoleonle ampire that
followed it. The dlalectic method which resulted from the mind of
this genlug was the prerequislie for the Marxist phllosophy of -
0lass sitrueggle as a means of achieving that individual freedon
which would be the basis for the freedo m of all, The Marxists

who failed to smee anything but gibherish in Hegel and disregarded
him in their "popularizetlions" of Marx's works were, by no asoident,
at the head of the International which collapeed during World War I.
Juat es Lenin, to reconstitute his own senss of "masses as raason",
hed to retufn to Marx's origin in Hegel, so we musit, to grasp the
true end driving force of Humanliam not alone in Varx but in the
struggles far freedom of our day, recapture the phillosophie pro-
Tundities in Hegel, I do not know whether you, like all of us
Anglo-Sazons, suffer from lnherent pragmatism, but I do know that
you have the intellectual stamina and the youthful vigor that brings
idegs to life, and therefo¥e please, pleage, please let me take

you on this "voyage of discovery" sc that you can take me on the
voyage of preclee knowledge of the China of today, and together

we oNuld meke & genulne contribution to the understanding of the
problaems of our spoch with a view to changing it,.

Yours,




