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Dear Mr. Gregors 

June 25,1963 

r-F1rat let us clear the deoke of all tnterpretera of M~rx 
-~•ot "s:al;r ot Gentile and. Lukaoa (not. to ~>entton 'the lesoer OJtOa 
ot our era) but even or Ebgel••- aud deal with Marx htm•elf, It 
1E' ;t ·the e~&'lnoe that we do not gAt d1vsrteC! by •ev1dence" of 
•- IIB!!on.iary nature ac that we atand np to the onallene;e or the 

(~ gel!I1Ua. W'hci trfo<!IICen.,ed Hegel not cy op;;odng hh 1deal1111 but 
b;r ghbg 1t 1ta hl.llla'll rdaond"Tet!'.~:"nfbat he cppoaed hi !!"gel 
waa hi• ~-huzanlz~ticn of the 1deaa~~ d1d so not merely . 

'- aa a -.a'ter1alht who"proved 11 1dt>ao could not floatb'etween heo.ve11 
a11d ea.rth but ratl:.er osme out ot the brain of tun --we've ·baa · 
altogether t.oo much of thet type o'f vulgar ·mnter1a1h11 !loa.thle; 
a. bout, Mira! .. !Ud.. .. ao .--'b~oin:.a<> ev&n the aelf-davolOJ'sent o! an 1de" 
ooourred niator1oa~~a.z ~one knew b~tter then Hee;ol when he 
wiabed to know it, when be traced through the h1atory of 1deac, 
whe11 be let a. 1dea atand for a whole h1atoric epoch, when he 

. cue to the ol1sax of hie ay1tes only to !1nd that it w·aa after 
il<ll Si.ibjectl.v1ty, the Ind1V1dual M "pur1!1.ed of all ~hP.t irlter

·rerel'l w1th Lt• Ull1veraal1ty." !D a word, Hegel lalew .\t., ed;~o~.a 
i!hiloaopller, Hved by 1t, but aa po11t1cl.aD, u ~ pb1loaopber
opportusht, aa retiree 111 a aelf-aoDstruoted ivory tow'!r. _l;fra._id 
ot ithe ·per.on~1oat1on o! the "nee;at1vo pr1nc1ple"--the 1'-r-t. 
·pr.oletariat•-ha oloued b!.a. eyea aQ t1~ht, or, aa Marx put H; . ·. 
eatablUileia "the Ue of him principle of hS:vl.ng conilo1ouaJI&~• .. ncl_,; 

.... __ elf"'<l_o_ nao_ 1oun1eu and "l1en,.ted sp1r1t be1 ~erert or_ •_ per-~o_ sal'Lty _' 
. IUid' therefore exht only 1n the abat1·:o.ot, I.Jl&J;'X. aa v.eliEIJiently ~ 
oppoaea liater.ialhm, .. s.o_t.. osly the vule;ar sater1il.li8S of"'lihe . .1 

(fdiiW.oi~at-IIJ"-1!01:.- ·onry the abntract 11e.terialtsu of the •so1e-i!thta" 1 
(p<i11t1oal eco:~o111ata included) ,but aloe tliat o! Feuerbach whO 
i'1rst llelped put Hee;el on his teet, who could tell you all about ... 

. c1rO'.lllat&nf.lea sak1ng the •an and :rel1g1on rGflect1JI6 or pervert 1J!g- • 
· thf! thOught, eto. etc, but nevar saw that before you. atarted 

eduo11.ttag 11otb&ra", "the educator muat blmaelf be educated." Ill 
a word, M11.rx 1 a _HU!Iu1am waa net the:r a reJeot1o11 oi' ideal1DSJ

1
0i" 

satertal1aa, but the U'llity of both, not serely ateDdine; •• 
earth, 'bat ell8llat1'118 fros " H\lSaJI Be1ng who, \thtle he l:lad hb 
teet plal'lted 011 thh e&rtb, tel t the pull of the future on the 
preaent 110 Pa•aio11ately; thot he wu a IIUl t!-d 1sena1on"l ba1llg 
retus1ns tc bow to "real1ty", that ia to the f1v£n• but 1B•iated 
the~, w1th m1nd and body, be would traneform t ~to ao•eth1'11g 
very cl1f!ereat, the world of froedo•, or the full developllleut 
of all the talents of sen so that he could live hi& life ln•te11d 
of being onmpelled to reduce hia aelf-aottvrt;y'aerely to a Be•.'ll• 
to live, 

*I have never e;one into 111ther of the two extreme• --thooe, l1ke Marou•e, 
who tr¥ to blue all vulgarllattcn on Ene;ela, de11y1ne; Marx "apJ?roved 11 

Eae;ela worka, 1nclud1ng D1aleot1ca o! N~.turc, at leut a~ note~; nor thoa11; 
l<ho lna1st, aa tt.e cou:!llunhto do, that Juot because they wera lifelong 
collaborator• and Marx could not have 11-..cd without t,ha aupport or Essela 

•· that therefore ._they are "one and the sa""•" I hove not done beot>uae I 
\~)' ~-Elle;&lo h1maelf ~- su.smed up that relat1oneh1p when he said tha~, P.t be•t, 

· be and others were "talented", but Marx waa a genlu•, the or1g1nal thtr,!ter 
whom the other• followee, And Engela wao a follower ,~ot ~nly devo~, but . 
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., I(~¥ thea you uy that "'Y allalyah of the Hegellu. concept ot 
aubje~t-ob;eot and your analyoia or tha 1844 Maauaoripta &re similar, 
Thia h tJ'ue, u:l it 11 wey ;;rat~r article 1ntereatel! 11e ac when 1t dealt 
with the cognitive pr.oeaaa, llhere we {ll.aag.ree, ·IUid very, 'ltery aharpl.;r, 
1a thAt there h· a 1'Widao;ent4l dif:Eil'el!O« hetwe.en the Marx ot 1844 , 
.uad l;hll .!'.J'.l'X of .1867-1883. Far :troa ""t~mclonl:.~~,;" ontology --I a>r 
aMMUM1ag that we both aelft oatology &a totality, a' world outlook, 
ua 110t aa a olooed oyate11 of "pure thought"-- Marx creat'>e a tot .. lly 
JlW o11e. !!7. tot10lly n~w, ;r; do .not •"an he ltb!i.ndoaea Hesel, but thl\t 
he tr~n•c~ndod h1•• And by tra~aoending I do not aesn anything ac vuls~. 
'aa el.ther the SotJio.l lJellooracy or the comnnmiota hive .reduo&<i the teZ'll , 
teo aeu :beill!l "•ater1o.lilt" and "not idealiat ", •::oealht" and not 
"•.ratillal., • · Ratner I n ucing 1t in t!le pure He~:~eHu aii11~e or 
abaorbpt.loa ·.o:t th" paat to a point where 1t. 1s internalized ani! you do 
110~ que11tio1t' 1t, but yov. th<.>ll r.d<'! tbat Dll)' dil:leuion of yo)lr age, o111y 
where he thioka be ~· traaeoonded all other Ph1lcaopher~ and hla 
•.r•~.ea .i• '!labaolute ', I oonlider M~rx hl.ll dol!e ao 8lld · hul!utt.:r ttrl viM 
~e>!.' to~al rrei!"Jolil 110t u a !!hive" a P"•aeu1ou 1·rot aa. a dlmeaa O!!: . 
oi' hia beiatf.wllich hie, ono!' and lor aU, !>Vero~•e. the ·l'!filhot<Jli.Y betweell 
11t>11t1Ll and ~•uuo.l labor .l.a ·'the ab1olute," · · . 

&'w' der :j: •prove" that whea you· •ee01 ao oon1'1dent you have 
•ooll.t11\er.&iile ·evidt!lt.oe" to prove th!> oppoa1te1 • · well 0 all you ha'1e_ to 
1.1 .~o tu~ ·-to, 'a.u>I'UL, aot lookiue: :l'o.r the sue l~~o~~guage, ( e.vu thoU$h , 
ther!l.ia::a,.er;eat deal of that .too) u. tru..t used .il'l_l844 Muuaoripb,l:!llt 
look.1ill8···_·.'iJI_._it:. r.wh..t h t.hat. real.1ty. w·h .. icli F~t'gel1'j11J.ed t_ o't~o•_ ,:bU. t Jl:ar.t·.dt4; .. l~M geuil,la h de.,olutrated in the pati!1uOe with-whloh . 

'If.) lla tracfe11;, . oil through all the forma· ot · noPiioiouaue .. , . nl1'.:.ooii-
tll ta101iilllleila·; reaa6.11; spirit,: idea, all the way .to .the .baolute, • 'Mar:a: ·. 
{ d<le_ll. th•:·auJi;, Olll.J he doea· i't with ~. ~ ilo_ee. ,hb;?r be~olie. r.ny leas 

alieJiat'e.! wheJ;, in·atvall· or udug the Wl)l:'tJ,. l:rfen!itloJi,·. Marx ,. .. ,.,.,~ 
·throv.Bb' to the . depth• or. the. hUm au beiug UJI.,_~r oru>i tali all. 1,0 
hu, 1'1rli", !P.!fi the category, labor, into laqcir.u aotiv1ty · · ,labor 
power·:ae. c:'ouo .. Yl when your very ability to, labor·ia 110thillg but' a 
oo•moclity, !ll)aeth1ng you aell as 1r you oould .diaJoint your huda:_.rro• 
yot1r periloa and l6t thoae onter illto t.he factory ·all by the11111.i>lveil aild 
elll'll you· a 'livilig--11 that 110t alienation, the 1119tit aosralling killld. 
aeoandl7, yotf e11ter the taot'ory, ani! the aliens.tio11 11 ao ·complete thnt 
M&rX aow doeau't even allow you to retain the word, labor, either. H<> 
now provea how you no longer belo11g to yourcelf at all by gi;;oing you 
the ammo aomeDclature aa to the mach1n~at capital, only w~~~ 
are •oC)natut•, you are 11 var1,.ble", that 1s to. say, you UiKr6i'i!O'''a
var1atioll in aagn1 tude and-thd -11E.E_tu~. ~p.t..,y.ou.pr'oel\lo'e ·sate f:arther 
alienated away from yck, and bel.:>ng t·o "another", Thirdly, you n<Jt --e(rta,ooat'd.rrom p,lll.lllllerltandilllg. But he wasn't Marx, And anyone 

who tr1e_a to "prove 1 Marx by quotation• rro;a ;;;ngeln, whether approved 
or not approvea by Marx, cuto himeelr nrr :from meeting the ohill.lenge th&t 
a ~eniua aeta up tor the age, some emp1ric1ata --I have in mind the ere4t 
eoonomiat Mra,Joan Rob!naon who I a: quct1n~:~ "in the· plural"-- have told 
me thlt they wilhed Marx who wea 11 too Heogelia11" had told all hla ideas 
11 t!> Engels who ltl'lew how to write atralght l':ne;l1ah, instead or Gol'aan English~ 
Had Eagol• written them down, etc. etc. etc. --a• 1:f the styl.e and the IIIJ.JI 
011.!1 be aeps.J'ated, or the language and the thought, ln the manner or a good 
11 atat1at1oal" atenographio machine, 0, for automation! · 

(But, though I ask uo to have done with all lnterpreters, I do hope you 
will allow 11e to oall to your attention the followtllg ch•.pters in my 
MARXIS~i AND FREEDOM I III, on >ran 1 s Early Euaya; VIII, on the Huma111111 
of CAPil'AI., Vollll:le 1; D.lld VIII, on the Leg lac and scope or aU 3 volU!itea,) 
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o11ly beooaa snalaved to. anothel" maa, the ca~Lta!.ls.t, your a~ien&tioJI 
or aotiv.U.;t' Ol' labor hu degraded you to the polmt wnare it 1m not 
you, thouSh •••• who h JI&Gt&r or 11aohine, ,but the machine ia 11aa.ter 
nr.you, ud th11 thln~, tb.1• aatarhllaed labor, th1a dead labor 

"auQII:II fry "ihe l.1v1ng, Telkln!! about "e.UP.nation", what u "'or;., 
pervera ... 111 9.11 of H<'gal'" fol:'lla of e.ll enatlon than thl• "fantast to 

· rel&t1onlhlp wh~re ·thing 11aetera man"~ :J 
A.• for"p~cture-theory of reality", my iieu· ;<:;•. (tl'(•sor, 

1i :1"0'11 wll.l foreive •e, I ><'ill aay you oouldn't P•1Uibly be think11!g 
of Har:tl you muat atill be U!id"r the influence of that awfully. vu:Lgar 
"ltaterlalh11· &lld Ellpirlo-Cri t1oiag 11 o.f Len in 1 e whloh ha was co!O.Pellad 
to ~ba2d0~ if be we~e ever to find his own reaao11 out of the o~llP•a 
of 011tabl1lhed MarXh» of the Saco:od Internat.1onal he ao :tl!IC~Wl~bgl;v 
•appilii!""i.ii'"'"thr. philosophic field--o:" wh«t paosea for philoao1>hy. 
The iluall•• t.liat pt>l'!ll<lat.ea ce.pi talh!ll, th.at tear• the in aida~ m;t Of 
·!!!. J:'ealit)'• ths.t. 1a b cc;nHtaut colltradict1on, whether in the · 
IIU'ket or 1'au~.ory, whether 1'1shtiug the clau atr<lse;le, or blindins 
itaeli'. with own 1'et1ah1DII& ao that all it 011ce--whe11 it waa · J'evolu
t.tollary · aild or eat! ve--knew 1o nov ao tal:se that even ita theo:retioiana 

. have beot<~:e· ntr.ught. but "prize-1'ishtera 11 for the ah.tua quo .. aDd · 
apolcgim'ta· i'or the.t "llth Hour"--wby wheu 11 th1a 11p1ature-theory 
ui: l'ealiti" ··leadillg to ollr.Oept the "Aboolut.e"? Only Marx hs.a br.o1te11 
up HeseJ:' • .Abllolute into two --the abeolute of ··:-ap1 tal 1st_ devell)p•eat 
1• :the·.oollapee, tht> e.caumulo.t101l of capital at the one hand· ud. 
·•"ssei-"~ 'e.'baolute law. of tbe reserve ·army" at the other lunldf &Ed, 
b· tcits.l, lllb&olute oppo'oitioi!' to thls, the v!.ry · t'orce· that brtiigi!: 
about· "tbe l!agation ot tlie Jlego.t1o11 11 ( 1n Vol,l,:?.,and;l ·of CAPITAL!),-.. 
thll proletarlllt-.,-e.h, ito· "abaolute" are "the new. pauionD "&r~'d 1'o.r,ceo 
tor :t!l.o. ·ro~.~~!l.t~otle>ll ot ~ociety." l\'!lat~ ,~>r'&y, u "P.aaaiva" &bOut' ,. 
auoh paaniono. ud. how calli auch torce.z. be colltamplator•."• l'lOt i;o 
IIBDt~oJI. that· "th1.~kl.Dfi, bleeding Part.- 11 ha• had its 11 oogn1't1ve proueu" ; 
•o fully Hber&te .that· they have "<bcovereo at lo.•t" not only the 
eo·o•oJ<iO e.nd political emancipatio~:~ l::Jut realized that· tt,,ia >!otbing 
otlle:r t.hal1 ".ito ow11. working· existence" for the "Corzu•unardR have no 
ideal; to realize but to sat free· the elemente of the· ne:r: society." 
l'leue read the laet paragraph of HaGel's SC:IENOE OF LOGIC a:1d see 
whether the self-liberation of hie Idea doea either more or less, 

Enough tor the tl.me being! I shall look forward· 
to 11eein1:5 your manuscript whenever you a end it to me, · and I shall be 
all ooaorete a• pou1 ble wi til the "evidence, 11 I hope too I will have 
the opportunity to addreaa your aeminar--I oura would like the 
opportunity to give •ore 6han one lecture on the relat1onah1p of 
Marx to German ldealis•, o:r, more precisely, as I prefer to cull it, 
"Marx'• Debt to J2idgsl." Meanwhile, I snclooo a Uat of some of my 
writings plus a ohapt.Jr, in very rough foi'lll, of my net• book. The 
latter• ( "Subjectl.v1ty of Self Liberst1on"i you will pleaoe return to 
lle. I have a great de«! also on Hegel, but I helitate to overburden 
you. I al•o encloae a piece on the place of your present aoJourn, 
which quite surpriaed me, Mos·~ of my friends there are either ln 
prison or in ex1lo. B~tok ln 1938, not 011ly the Afric11na, but ti<e 
Af.t•l.k&aner were 1uterG;;ted 1n .MarA1o;, and durit':g my tlt2y 1n l!ex1oo 
Trotoky wrote the Introduction to the publication, on the occe.aion 
of the 90th am1iver·ao.ry of the Comamnlst Manifeato, which had ita 
paaa&le.tion into the Atrikaaner language. But that eee~• centurie• 
ago, and worlds apart from the present. It may be t~t by the time 
you reach Argentina, there will be a Span1.ah edit1cn of MARXISM AND 
FREEDOM! an Italian edition (La Nuova Itell~, Fir.enze) ha• Ju•t come 
out, and the Japanese and Spani"h editions are ~ying with each other 

·aa to wh~ckioountry wlll be firet, I look forward to meeting you 
some ti•e, and talking endlessly .•• Yours, ,. · · · !(!, ,, 


