Gotober 25, 1968

GUVERING ROTE FOR CHAPT, II,,S5R%0, 2 CN THE GRUNDRISSE

Dear Prieundss

. Beogyse to thls day thore ke been no Tnellzh traorlation '
of the Grunirisse which Marx had written in 1857+58, the diffioultics
“of wopking sut a blbvilography are tonfold, In esashce, however,
it 1lluminates the quegtion of raferences in a wey that could noi
Ye sohleveld when I sent you Ghapter I, with its refercnecs, For
1% makes it poselbln 40 slabsrate om another question, the more
{zportant ons of working out for ouridelves our own unlque done
tributions, and doipg ko collegtively,

AB 80 Buch elgs that Marx hsd written, the Grundrisce has a
totally new mesning for our epoch then 1% had for hils, Take the
wueAatlon of the role of the Orlent 'in world oivilization, tus
role of underdyvzioped covutrles In the rsvolutiona of cur Aday,
the movement of history at trensltion points where the future
intorgeots the past and present both, ierx had written the
particular sectlon on other epoohs of hnistory as slmost no more
Ghan™n "dslde to the question of the relationship of noney t¢ "~
" sapital ,or;more vorrectly,the transformation of wovwey lato
‘sapitsl by way of explelitation of 1living labur, His ansver was -
thut, sincs men became free sm only aswage laborer freed fr
his"nstural¥lsboratory, the eorth®, he was, in faot, AXINEtRVage
glave, robbed 0f all of his capaclitlies, except Just one, that
of loboring and it was necessary to see what man was 1like bafore
the gloriee of capitelien .mede him “free”, »

¥ow it happena thet thls 1s the one seotion-of the Grundrisse
efter a coptury’s delay ~-that has been translated and published
in Eonglish uder the title Pre-gapltsllst Y¥sonomic Foruetlons,
It iz introduced vy s blg-shot historlen, an Engilseh Gommunist,
(though I am not surs that he admites t¢v hio Zommunism)who has
expanded himself to ths tume of 65 pages of his o¥n words,whloh
12 no mere than Marx's own text, He is also an snti~Hegelian
and sinoe it is most A4ifflouvlt to hold to that stance whea
introducing something by Marx that is as totally legelian s8 thils
1s, he keeps streasing "the mystlcal"in Hegel as agalnst “the
materigl®in ¥arx, By the time, hovever,you rvach the emd of
his intreoduction, you ¥ind es alwaye with these Commuists,that
vhom he 1s really opposling 2 not Hegel but Marx and that all of
ble sdlectives of pralse for Marx was only an order to warn the
rerder agelnst "the eutomatlc acceptence of sll Marx's conalusiona®,

Wonat i3 importsnt about this Introduction -=it 13 by no
means o vulgar one but quite elaborately done with lots and lota
aud lots of "pew" focets In the century since Marx wrote ltea
is that the nhlstorlan who d0es not heve confidence that the
pgssea ckn shape history without the "leadsrshlp of the Van-
guard Pariy" 1s really lost no matter how honest and falthful
to0 the Marxian pregepts he might have been, In a word, it takes
2 Marxist Humanist, plus the self-mobillzed proletsriat of cur
epoch to be able to resd Merx in a wey that would prepare him
to make hls own contribution,
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The regson I am siressing the word our, both in the epoch ~
and 1n ths sontribution ws make 1s not due to any concelt elth. r
¢a our part or on the part of the age in which we live, Rather
it 18 due to the fact that no one, not even a genlus ae great ma
#arx, oan be awara of all the rawmlflontions of hls theory, only
Practice can prove s theorys only human preatice by the shapors.
of nietory can reallze the potentlallties of the unifled theory
atnd praotice, Thus, thore was no third world on the nistoric atage
when Marx wrote ebout the Orient, To the extont to whigh thare
Wei's new rebeillons in china, they were definltely not®proleteriat
revolutiona™, and Africs definltely was not on the scene at all,
fhe prophesy of Merx st a later perlod, but a great deal sariler
than 1317, that the revoluiion could fi®st happen in backward
Buselz, provided it ctimulstsd a reveluticn throughout Durope,
is, of course, ours to build on, But, there io no aubstitite for
the oonorete Jnst «s I must edd, thers 1s mo substitute for

theory.

br, take the question of gutomatlon, (plesse note that we will
be the first onea to trsnslate the quintessential seotion on |
‘Meohlnery in the Grundriase, It will appear a8 an appendix to

" Znllosophy and Revolution).

There le surely, in thie oase, an excesalve emount of refe .
erencea ‘in bcoks, in magazines, in the dz21ly press, But who
except us listen to what the workers eay on the question? Marx

-d1¢, Thet 1s why he was unhappy with the section, brilliant as
that was, in the Grundrisse, He proaseded afterward, first,
hizaelf to take s course in Machinery, (#e was very unhappy with
hineell, whon he cglled the great- -dumbkopf whonever it came to
doing anythling practical), Then, he asked Engels to write him
what was aotually happenlng Lln the faotory, whioh strite of workers
vwere replaced by the machine, which became "new labor" and how was
the reslstence of the workers manifested. Thirdly, ho studisd
the factory inspectors' Eeports (the famous Little"Blue Books™),
He wag the oanly one who did, And he had immense contoots with
workers, both in the lnternational and out ef 1%, For the most
comprenepsive illustration of what conorste reaslly mecans is to
compare the beautiful, but generalized, sectlon on Machinery in
the Grundrisse whih that which sppears 1n Capitel,

Fipnally, on the qusstlion of ocononmic vategeries that arc truly
ohlloeophical, no chapters are better, if I may say so, than the foupr
iaxn®w Chapters (V., VI., VII,, and VIII) in Marxism snd Freadom, :
If you can't reread all of them, do reread VII, sud VIII, (one
of theee days, these Chapters ahould be lssued as e sspsrata bosk),
Since the section sttached ls actually pert of Chepter II,,which
munst be read as a wnnle,plus adaing to it the pamphlet, State
gapiteiism snd Marxist Humanisgm, your refarcnces ilnclude very
nearly all of the works of MarxX., £8 you can Bgce by my edding
the pzorhlet here instesd of ineerting 1%, as I originally thought,
with the part on €conomic Reallty end the Dlaleotles of Lileration,

I heve declded that each part of the book wust end on a curront
note, Begin Irom now cn to =2ee the vook gs a whole, You now have
the whole of Part I,, a0 teke Chepter I, on Hegel, Chaptor II. on
¥arx, making the encloaed part es eection 2. and moving up by

one the prevliouws sections 2., 3 end 4; Chapter III. on Lenlu

and Chiapter IV, will be the pamghlet,

Yours, 14047
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