_4" If we lcak at what preceded the & bevoli in 1960 —
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. ‘Dear Collengueas :
‘._~ The Oall far the Elack-Red Conference below may be chonged sonms wince tha black
_ megbera oFf thz RER have the right to ehn.uge fnmﬂaticna, eto,, and they are dimcussing
"1t i g osupie or days. It will eles toke & week before thay write up their brief cone
.. ‘tributiens thet will go with the Oall. But. I feel that the NEB should have advance - ‘
“neties, cltleugh thio is mainly for Detroit and mainly for blacks, We'l: not be able to
‘™ ber thio me::tmt wuke out 11 eftermards - but it 7111 beo new. Yours
5 RaFa

.y

A . ‘0a2) _for BJ.nck‘ mw—ned Conference
I !!hy‘! Whore? Wien? ™

TI, What 1w 1t? ‘ '

I, Bou 46 will be. cnnatwtsd. , !

15 I. wl'w' ‘Whare, Yhen? *

Thie call Zor a Dlack Jonferente =~ oazi:aps Letter designated as g Mack-¥cd con-

Tarence i ia Lok in order to listen %o black thinkdng, net ae if it were no more

- then a commend to'act, butaapar*oratoml_p_h_i_.'loaom, the real pre-requisite to

Torolutiem, It w.u be held In Detrcit, tae'day of Januery 12th, frum 9 a.,m. to 7 p.n.

B by mac.'z Bmluﬂ.m bap reached the eroas-roadse At this treneition point, there
“kns been a hreak dn commmication, not merely between bleck and whits, but betwoen black
and blacke There Zo no point in hiding that fact: +the most serious break 1o not that |
between black ard wiits, but betwoen black meses and black "leaders," Thia conference
hopes to opan tiuly yoad to black workers. .

Srxrxxt Widle it de true that,; without wsome red coleratium, there is no way whot-
ovEY of walter getting to comamicate with blacks, what i3 more importakt is that there
ip no’ ter-comimisaticn betwesn the ages; that 1a to say; betwesn differemt historic
periodg, One rziat begin with cne's omn past, in this cage, the black past. It g
gezﬁm_n Egt,_not only heroic, but also gg.’losophical. And it hap always bosa Inter-

'.mms na:l.thar the Afx:l.ean nor the American black revolts were crne-qu gltreots,.

Indoed, tha Wwo-may road to revolution was a triangulsr develommsnt, from Africa, through
Wost Indies, to the United States, and the other way around, In a word; ths color

quse'unn vas, at ove and tha pame time, a rationsl question, ard a W
The two-may X063 to Tevolution between Africa and the Black Ro¥olt 1% Aneiddak Bosan
imng bafore “Alrica Yaa:.', 19600, but it is the 19608 that 2oncem us today. Tha A:rr.!.esm

1

its oolor,‘ and was its goel. /BEc_auaa the aim wee the re-comstruction of the
CR oT, thF Wty demanded that thers he more than the M"melcing® of revelutiong
!,,‘ it meant 8 f%z nsw 11fé, ~Hence, the philopophy of liberasion was 0 preccde and to
- ackdovement of independence; it was most certainiy not the establishment of a
new state fom of exploltation, &m&
What was true of the African Revolutions was true also of the evyolution 1n

America, EHeve, 00, black was its color; Freedom Now its natuve, The differenco beiwoen
AEon-enl Avcrdos was thot en the continent of Africa, the blaclk

“REptraiest—ndtowtd,
Africon wae the mhjority: dn the US, the Afro-American wae'és the minority. The strategy
of black zwn:l.t hera, tiue, was mich more complex — and also imore challenging for the

the entgoner
Boyoott =« will at once ses that it was both & rade and daa%’&ﬂ%t?
7 @%Wq with tha East E»nopean Tevolt agningt Fugsian Commmnism, 10X
freedon t i3 a world taek) 4, 2p JFrpeincly because the overvhelming mmjority of
black Americans are woxiers that the always been the touchstone of the American

Reality, both expoging the hollewmess of iie democracy end the exploltetive nature of its
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- Agnin, and cbove all, th
m—&mwzmm«ztmaum .

-"E: ?’““‘ !imgmz,mwunthom Y %or tho abolition of mlavery
mamonﬂm Paxm!mathoﬂehtnmmtho £ingt edgnn of Sopordale
1m {vhen ‘o T3 tho Cuban mmmmemnwummem-

QUITE &n 1895 )s0n the building of the industrial uiions in tho 19%0e; the 2pe of interw
mﬁm.al..ﬂ mtanmnmmmmwmympmhm

——————

oinor then been delentod? Iotbom
prrere,) but also in the

o1 wont basy kappmed to tho dlock ravolte - 7
o ITOAHa <0 the $Eot that, as tho
2ol extoded iteol? froo the South to the Forth, 4i fomd the Horth not fnGo

Jontant A4 MMWMMWWMWm
NM&M&» 2t seewd o vevalution iam-lnd-bosene

¥s) o mle of ¢hw Fommn
mu;m(s)mcavmﬁummm,mmnmmwx
: m-wwtom. Pirolly, there will aleo be aveilablo to 6ll particijonto

wutmammmmmmm,lmmm
t of e blogk rewmlntion, Thy flosr will than be opon for
tho hlask: porticipmtes Gy ot tho ond of tint discuscion; amd juot boforo the mue-
WL the other wite paridcipnta heve o choneo 2oz briof intervontions In the
dincunyton in which thoy will lave, up to thnt point, oaly boon cbxavors. ne finnd word,
The susrntion earnot bo axythins but o very proldsinoyy end tentntdvo onep 4t will telto

‘ 14051
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Ll - //l/ XM ' Jr'!!‘;b‘f
r This eall for alwlack Conforencs ~~parhaps hetter dosignated as a .
-Glackfgduconferenca--- is-j.saued--in-oyim'—toflisten - to-bleck--thinking,-—-
not _ ag-if it were no mora than a commard to act, but as part of a total
hilosophy, the re_gAl_gt_-p-:;_agu‘is:l.i;gﬁtq.‘;e_\rqlqt,ion. . I will be held_in
Detroit, the day of lanuary 12th, from Fa,m to 7 p.n. :

i s e - e ——— |

7 thig ™

——

'A“_“__;______.__ _The Hack Revolution has raached the Cross-roads

,,?aﬂff;ﬁf?'{‘ Pﬂigis__thare has been a break in communication, not more
botudsn black andunils, bub Btuden black ind black, iipn ishe " -

. |

oint in Liding that Tact #8% the most serious break is not that bat
o 3 : atwaan
‘ lack.and wilte,. but -‘betuaon blac!c_masses ~arx! black- "1aader-a"--,-— /5 ==+

conferance .hopes to opan this resd to aRErblack ST vorkersz,
Some of : i g {"J
/those vho shout black, black, blackire the ones who'are following

a white's concept of ravolution, or, mof ecrrestly put, guerrilla Wary

. Xt is truo that what alls Castrots theory of guerrilla warg is not

shat It 1s WIT6W, But thit , far fron Ling & YShortciit "ts Fevolitfoa"y|
it is & shortent to self-destruction, To call for. urban black guerrilias .

T An white Americsa 15 sheer ‘sitdeide, - Far from being i'avolutionsry"('in'thé*
' deepast sense of a Bpontanoous, mass outhurat), it is a commarndeering ;

from above: in“solution from thomags revolt, In any.case, if ons wishes,

ts argue the point, ane mUSE argue on the basis of its conteat, not its
eolor, . = ' -

while it is true that, without some red coloration, there is
" no way whatever of "whites'getting to communicate with blacks, what-is
more important is ¢ here is no mter-commnication between t
- -apes, that is. to say) ferent historie poriods, )
must begin with onhats oWn past, in this case, the black past, It ig

a _glorions [gaisi'.l not hnly heroie, but alse philosophical. And it has
always been international, - )

: . Thus, neither the Afrdcan nor the American black revolts ware
ons-way streets, Indeed, the two-way road to rovolution was a triangular

development, {rom AMrica, through Wast 168, _gﬁsaﬂﬂitﬁd States,. ..
and the other Wey round, In a word,th 4&5‘.1“3_'@8 Be and the same time

. 8 national question, and a tri-continen . question, . . . - .
v *“The_two-way road to revolution between Africa and the Slack Revolt __

. i—r; ;\mari; .I-:u.s;r._{an long beforedmmS\frica Year,1960% but it is the 1960's
that concern us today. The African iavolutions op? & new stage, not

n eatA ; 14 thinking, N me dialectics of
omdy in world history, but also in wor z degritwle way its

VA ion .
liberaticn compellad a nity of thought and action. -
colot',MF’raa-ﬂom ‘was its goal. ‘,,Bacause ‘the-zim was thew B
rewconstruction of the whole soncial order, the unity demanded that there

; : 1ly. new-life, - -
iore than the 'making! of revolution;-it meant a t new-life,
ﬁ:nzz. tha philopophy of liberation was to precede and _to follow the

achlsvemgnt of indepondence; it was most

'1

.eBrtainly not the establ‘ishmen?;,
of & new state form of exploitation. :

What was true of the African_Revelutions Was_true.also of _the
deopro Revolution in Amorica, dore, t00, black was itg color; Freedom,

flow, Ats nature, The diffarencs hetweanifuig utid Amoriea was thet
y on the continant of ,\frica}amkﬂéimi“w. the

| black M‘r% was the ma.,‘]o% in the I3 the Afro-imerican Was in the

minority, “fThe strategy brirsvoltjv'%'ﬁuS. was Fiuch more complex --and alsa’

mere challenging for the revolt occurred Skowtw in the bastion of world
Mbitﬂlism.~f‘ e e e ,_-A.fi"i Y S —
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1 ook at what preceded the youth Negro revolt in 1960z-_ .
R i l}éotm will at onca see that it wes
t is precisely because the ovet_‘ufx_e_lgktg_

rity—al hlack Amerizang wre” viarkorsthat the ﬁcr'fr‘—" 181 ‘
i the tougtona of the American reallty, both exposing i&s hollowness
P of_its_dezocracy-andSHPCEse_axploitative -nature-of—4ts-rode of——-—
production, Again, and abovefPils Nerro becams thevanguard ix: the - .
movement ts transform that reality. fLThis %xan%uigd-_ ri]wum :
T all cruciasi peints of Americap deveXdpment, wne hor ‘ :
:ovement for the abtlition of slavery msleading ta the Civil War or:

S bo g b3 b itself taraing
- the 1S betraysd the Cuban fight Ior freedom from Spain by N
:::qucq'or .&gs—},;—-or- the-butlding -of—induytrial- unionc~in-the-1930¢s! -thoe

e}
f TR jo

_sense of .intornationalism, or the present attemptsto r¥o'nstruct society __

¥
. —

L
I

on totally new, truly human toundations.

o is iy 1t is all-decisive to seo that the Jack
2 l etd—divertad) to-being-an-apperiage- —
- —~-Ravelution geti—live :

J [ capitalist soifeties calling themdelves Comaunist, nor &b kowtowing to
Wironts \black capitalism®, (And_there %s no_use.thinking that, Jus —
| bocause there is no way to stopping the black revolution, that parts of NG

it cannot pet corrupted by the ‘million dollar Ford Foundationgrant to pno- \

—-4-'—-'4———“-““:“1”&'1%@?8 organ 12&1'-101;') _,_;Wi :

B . Philosophy and Revolution is the t of a book }u theprocess

i

of :beiny written, $ABQts author dbelabt thin

DRI MR, RN hatiia it canfbe completed
. until has 1istened to new black volces. This i= so-because these.
& now voices of revolf.express.a_continuation of what had begun at

PR s
- %m“m eginning of the machine age, tho WeCPreEir—or 'mtﬁ_n‘l‘rﬁvf’lm
W ilrenntiuhdgrabubnlc

S

‘ (‘J"( the beginning of a new epoch eof revolutions, -

:Q'LN%\ The -self~activity of'-the French masses .in achieving. froedom.was.... .

SNy c"d anclated by the great German philosopher 1living at the time, G.W.F,

: w\,,r*,éi'; Hogel,. into_what 15 known as "dialecticsS, which has rightly beon

Yy . called an “algebra of revolution",|fiarx nade this "algebra®™ concrete

by transforming the dislectic into & theory of liberation, dweesgs-.
the expression-of the-masses strupgling for freedomHAThe-prosent -book
traces-this relationship of philocsophy to revolution from that polint '

- t0.-1917,-and-asks: -Why--have the revolutions.-since -then-been defexted? .- -
Is there not only an Mobjective reason falthe strength of the oppressor
powers,) but alsq in the pheoretic preparation for revoiutisn by the
opprassadgﬂ/ a7 y

To make sure that the revolts in owr era are nejther
.- transformed. into opposite(. as were the Communist revolutions .into
state oppressive powoers equalling the private capitalist mweset
__powers), nor defeatsd bofors ever they have & chence to xefedshbgpre=

—the-f ipht TgaInst-the Very TAYBUSIgns of mijerialism (When - Bl

see frdedom bocoms real, St Eiiyy. SS9~ it 15 essential
to listen to black thinking on what has happened to the black revolt,
’?1‘0 what “extent 'was the revelt against "whitey" a reaction to the fact
that, az the black revolt extended itself from ths South to the North,
it found -the-North not funda 1ly different from the South? .. :
TTe what axtent did the movefo o white youth{who had gone South
in the early 1960's to aid the black revelt) smr{deR959 totall
tnto the anti~Yietnam war movement affect the btlack revolutionary*s
turping inwardi<To what axtent did the interest shown the black
revolution by Caktro and by Mao influence black thinking bocause 1%
soemed a shorteut to black revelutiosn who had bacome impatient with
the slownese of the black Tevolt achieveaents? Did any of. the

leaders ask the black workers what they think?

: e m e e em em——— . . .- -"1-_40 53 cean o -
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ORI . L . ST P
P09 0 anking wishing to relote  #i whateover may ..
08 ] WS R3! own history. we are here presenting
as of past docunenta’ (1) the role of .the Negro isfellectual
the ectusl ‘duvelopmenis uf the 2truggle of - the black wesses
hip of Murxist-IMmanism to black’evolts; am | (3)American
SHIOR T 101> or Fthe Negrosas ‘Touchstonn" of-Amorteaniig torg, up:s
Aldy~thers will also be-avaiia ? ‘
Xt the NEWS & LETTERS - Comxltteas' analyais of- the-
6:well as draft chapters of Phllosophy and Rewolution, _
c¥heve black thinking, today, 38 involved,, ~ . .

Lo posed by

Raya will introduce the buok a5 if, relates direstly to the cope
elf, posing the question that sre decisive not only for the . .
, but For the next stage of developuent of the black ‘rovolution, .
S . . L. e - s . o

+*-Tha 1oor ‘will ‘then be open for & full day of diseussion b
lack parileipants. ; Only at the eml
efore the summition, will the other wh
brief; interventions in the discussion
‘pednt, “only bevn obveervers,

-~ ' One.final word, Tae summation cannct be anything but a verf.n
reliminary and’ tentative type of conclusion, It will take waeks, perhaps
to in‘l;arnalizq Y4k the ideas she heard befere it can Bocome an -

. inbegral part of the work, PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION, - - -

S N




_ December 7, 1968

. Dear Friends: : | :

Under geparate cover, I um sendifig you Pert IT -~ THE INTERREGUM:
Yold zad Retvogyession vs. Movement from Practice., TIn view of the fect that
it will be very esmy to read, 4s contrasted to Part I on Hegel, 1 hope yuu
will forgive the long title, 2specially 15 vou realise thet 1s mAy very well
be junked and called merely MAlternatives”. The "alternatives®™ to Marx ond
Lenin from within the movement that calls itself Marmist awe Trotsky and
Mao; and from outgide the movement, Jeen-Paul Sartre. As you know, the
chapters on Trotzky and Sartre had been written previously and, under the
civcumstances, sece repetition is unavoldable , but T still consider that
there is no substitut2 for seeing the draft of the book as 2 whole. I did
-not, afcer all, combine Trotsky and Mac into one chapter, first because
they are of differant historic periods; secondly, by relating each body
of thought to a specific historic period, it gave me the opportunity to
.expand the parts dealing with the objective situation. You will find, for
‘exaspla, that, tha'chadter on Mag, despite the f£act that I have.written so much
on-him over approximately a decade, 1s put in @ quite new context. ecause
. he to Maccapted” As a great revolutiornery and telks zo endlessly of revolu-
- tion thet it was very important to develcpe further how that Thoughe ‘
tilted into is opposite -- retrogression -- and to deal with that, not just’
. politilcaelly, but philosophicaiiy. . ..—' : )

-

- Raya"

Here is the outline or “"table uf‘ contents" for Part II

Thie Interregnums Void and Retrogression vs. Movement from Practice

Chapter I - On the Eve of World War Il
A, The Depression and the Thecretic Void

B. Leon Trotsky as Theoretician

Chapter 1I - The Postwar World
AMarx's Humanism vs. the "Thought of Mao Tse-tung”
8.The Retrogressionism of Moo Tsa-tung

Chapter TTE - Sartre’s Search for a Method

SRR R VR ﬁfﬂm‘ﬂm iJ|
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Excerpts from the REB Minutza of Dec, 15, 1968

-

: Raya reported on Part I, The Interregnum, calling attenticn to,
the fact that this section may be called Elternanives. since, though it deals’
with the whole period from the death of Lenin to the Poast-War world, it con-
centrats on the reflection of the problecs Jn the theories of Leon Trotsky
and Mao Tse-tung from within the Marxist movement, md Jean~-Paul Sartre out-
side the movmement, all of whom based themselves on their own, as against
Lenin's views of the objz2etive situaticn. Chapter I has two sections,
A. Even of World War II and B, Laow Trotsky as Theereticisn. The very
first sentence reads: "The Grest Depression kept=the world in shambles,” and
tho paragraph shows that with the Depression and the rise of Nazisw, not in ~
some "backward" land, but in the very heart of "civilized" Euxope thet
"eivilization hed evidently reached the end of sovething.” As ageinsc these
developments, there wes the great Spanish Revolution but even the revolu-
ilonaries whoe were very much in it made no "apecisl category™ of 1t and,’ .
instead, bteged thely theories on the old categories of nationulized property =
workers! state. Tlhus, Leon Trotsky's theory helped disorient. the whole
' gemeration, not only of Marxists but also all of the new forces that had
tecome disgusted with capitalism.’ This then (Leon Trotsky as Theorctician)
concludes the chapter and contrasts the theory of pemmanent revolution to

Lenin's theory on the colonlal and agfarian questiong.:

Chaoter II, The Post:War World, likewise hes two parts -= A, is
Marxist Humanism vs, The Thought of Meo Ise.tung. What i3.especially im-
portant in this section is that, for the first time, we rot only showed the
East German revolt as a Workerst! Revolt starting 2 new page in history, but
we also trace the changes in philosophy. It is true_that the intellectusls
were on the sidelines only then, but something mew was occurring (the only
saction in English from Ernst Bloch that people can read is included in
Socialist Rumanism). The totally new philosophic alditions, hoéwever, are
in the section B. Mao as Retrogressionist, Although we ere including much
of what we sald befcre and even re-producing a part.on the "Cultural Revolu-
tlon”, the point is that heretofore I had been speaking of trying to work
out Hegel’s Third Attitude to Objectivity as if it applied to Trotsky.
Trotsky.stood still, theoretically speaking, and there was some moving back-
wards in anything thet stands still, but he did not build theory on it,
Quite the contrary with Mso. Beginning with 1958 and the f£ailure of the
¥Peopin's Communes", Mao began to develope the view rhat even if it "cakes
a century", workers must continueé to uild that statecapitalist monstrosity.
Because he had garbed it In so much revolutionary sounding verbiage, this
didn't become clear. Everyone should read, especielly esrefully, the last
three pages of this chapter. Altkough the third chanter on Sartre will be
reworked somewhat, it is not necessary to have it in any other draft then
you have it naw, : '

FPartIll ECONCMIC REALITY & THE DIALECTICS OF LIBERATION mill
not be written uatil after the Conference we are ca2tling .Black/Red on
Januazy 12,
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