Dee,6,1970
W Dear . )

Now that I'm completing ih2 final dra’s os ihe ¥ao
chapter 1 should heve your name and I forgot whet take you gave mej
I knew I d1dn't wieh to uae *. ' but wanted the Chineas name;
algso I dldn't know whether you ere using your own lzat name, 3o
will you please write me exsctly how you wleh me to refer to you as
baviung aseieted? ’ o

. _ Somchow I falled to resd July-~Sept,1969 apiclel
‘woth enniversary lssue of Chinese People®s Republic in the Ching
Quarterly till just yesterday, I had the mest Tantszatlic reections
10 2 very laat artlele frow the pen of Jomeph R. Levenson,
"Communist Chira in Time and Spacet Roots and Rootlessness," It
vas @8 1f he were gpeaking to ms from the grave, ¥hat I mean la
thet when I spoke to hin for those long hours before he went on his
fateful canoo trip thet was to teke his Life I was naturally very
heppy that he had consented to lend his name to my chapier, and
Perbaps’ evén he would write sn Introduction, Haturally, aleo, I
snid I would leeve all my work For him in his box since he told

- me he vould he away, But I myself Qelt all +ihlse waa tco good to be
true, that he would not motually do it since it wag ‘clear we were
disagreeing on the meaning of the Cultural Revelution, He felt it
wos induced by fear of luomanent wer from USA and therefore was
‘ready t¢ forglve cowe insanitics,

. It turns out now thet I had met him &t & very
cruclal peint for his own attitudes on the questlon, and in this
article 1t 1s clear he wea already developing other ideas than the
ones he was defending to me, 'Franz Schurmenu introduces it, and

-1t 18 cleer he is very upset by it, but feels since 1t wis the last
from his pen, he has no right to "edit", so we get 1t exactly as
Levenaon had written it. And what he writes 1s that after 1957
there olready was ™confusion, the exploslon of the Gultural Revolu-
tion was in the offing,"(p.8) and when he apks "What happened in the
‘slxtles'? he says nothing at sll sbout immanence of war, but tnat
"Empathy waa out; not the sgonice of transitional man, caught beiween
the old soclety and the new, but the flovrles of the hereo, unawbiguous
&ad@ unambivalent and@ larger than life, made the subjlectematter for nrtﬂ
And further “"Goemopolitanism, that iz, was out, Sophistication,
nusnce were out,The Cultural Revelution had = provinclal cultursl
spirit,,..Mao's spirit, then (very much Mac's province) would have -

‘to be glven priority..,Unlike thelr western scolyies on the 'New Left!,
shey were not seeking to banish ‘aliennstion'. They were deprecating
the importance--the ultimate importance--of wachines of war," Meaning
laughing even at nuclear war, "Politics tekes command, superstrvcture
takes prlority, over the substructural mesns of productione--and of
deatruction,” And he doesn't let go there elther for he accuses them
of provinclalism: “"The provinclallsm of the culture of the gultural
Revolutionaries is a mark of lonellness, too, a eutting off from
thelr psat and conterporary world around them,“

. Have you read 1t, studied 1it? Do tell me what you
think, It often happens when, philosophically, one reaches a dividing
llne tut cannot face the reallty of the disilluslon thatone either i
makes “a great lecap forward® or goee to total escapism, I belleve I
him at that wowent, I wish I had met him sufficlent months before !
to have influenced him philogophlcally. 'He is very, very dlalectical ||
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in his writing. I told him so, and he smiled, saying he knows very
little about Hegel, but he was way toe modrat, : '

\ygﬂ Xv How are you? Lookinr forward to a fast answer, vm”;779/
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