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OFFICL\L Ci\LL FOR CONVENTION 
... · 

To all Local .::ommi tteee, Hembers-at-lal'ge, and · 
British llar:i:ist-Hilmaniste 

Dear Friends 1 • 

"June 1, J.980 

The :firet :few months of 1980 have 11itnessed, a.t one and the same time, 
30 ominous a drive for war, incorpo:mtL'1g both nuclear militarization and draft 
residtr.ation in peace \.im.,, and so deep a. recession ·- one which aoj;ually spells 
otit depression :for Blacks -- ~hat it 'becomes imi.e>;a.tive :for revolutionaries te> in­
tervene in the objective· situation. rn our case,· it begins with the need to expanc 
!!9ws & Lette:ra· to a lZ•])BBer. This need is to c-.<pand, to practice, to develop the . 
paper, not only quantitatively but qila.litatively, that is to say, to where we .have 
a. whole nucleus .of revolutionary journalists who are theorists .as well ae <£Ctivists. 

Becauae of the terrifying chill of Carter's State of the ·union Address, 
1filich initiated Cold iiar ·.n as Jiell a.s the proposs.J. for draft registration of 
youth,· '!fe • jumped· the· gun" ·on Olll:Belves "nci on Feb. :l projected the 'leW stage <Jf 
expansion. 1<h1Ch is 'firet now coniing to fruition 'n the Call f<'r. this year's Con­
vent-ion • 

. . l!atura.l.l.:;,.-the drive fOr war on the iart o1: the capitalists brings about 
resistant•s not only in tha youth opposition to the ,dnft but the restlessness on 

. the }art of labor cnncaL"!ling. unemplcyment,&the Black resista.'lce to· resurgeut raciem, 
·The Bleck upsurge. in Hkmi, followed by the attemnte.l murde:r of vernon Jordan, head 
of the Urban League, poihts to .the cominli: of S. long, hot summer. · ... · · 

. · Ca.rte'r• Ei lm;,.,ria.list iritrusion into Ira.rl'· rsvea:ls hiii brinkmanship .in so . 
ominous a. manner that even.Jlis imperl.ilist allies are backing off :from any serious 
alliance wh.ile 'themselves displaying total disarray, each going off on.;-~s-.own . 

. ca.pits.listic. nationalist lnterast, be it on oil, or detente, or vying for leadership 
of "·i;he 'IISI'>t," by no meo.ns limited to the "ll)Jropeanization of Europe", even as it 
also embra.ceu· Japan~ ··Rather, it extends to tlie HiddJ.e l:ll.str ·to the u.s. hostages 
in Iran, to Afghanistan and even going so :far as to.secret1Y plan, and-openlY carry 
out, a. meeting bst~<een Gisoard d 'Estaing and Brezhnev. 

Unfortunately, a.t the very moment of Carter's bL'inkma~ship, Iran, too, 
decided to· play the very da.nge::c\!:1 game of using··~he.ma.ss and global opposition 
to carter's intrusioll ,.nto ·rra.n in order for Khomeini-l!anisadr to launch an attack 
on the genuine Ie.:rt, by devising an ama"- betw.een the Iranian Left and carter, 
As the Political-Philosophic letter of April 29, "The Carter/.3rzezinski .Qrdered 
Imperialist Intrus:k>n into Iran -- and ilhat About I<homeini/Banisadr's 'Holy \·lar' 
Against the !.eft?" , made clear, we will not permit the grave contradictions in 
the Iranian revolution, including the retrogression in Iran itself, to stand in the 
way of the need for bolida.rity with the Iranian masses against American imperialism. 
On the contrary, this intensifies the need :for revolutionar:v anti-imperialism and 
anti-capi~alism, 

·Despite all its contradictions and despite the emergence o:f an actu~l 
ccunt9r-revolution . right >rithin it, the Iranian revolution remains not only the 
most importa!'t oVent 'of 1979•1980, and not only has it not ended, but ite ramif'ica-

. tions ~<ill continue :for years to come. · This threatens to result in so many shocking 
· reversals in the global alliances of both titanic nuclear po!<ers as 11ell as::festern 

and Eastern alliances and the Third \lorld that even for a generation that has ~<it-
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nessed the Hitler-stalin ?.let >rhich gave the sreen lilzbt to •·rorld liar U, all it 
can conclude is that we are sure to experience sdll other unforeseen ohoclcs. 

Therefore, what is a. great deal more crucial than. to t,Y to predict :them 
is to so . develop Ha.rx' s philosoph.v of revolution -- in both analysis of events as 
they happen , in the niallner of Harx's revolutionary journalism, as well as in the 
extension and deepening of the thet·rie• -- that· there will be no seP"'C"tion between 
theory;and·practice, philosophy and o:cganization, and activity both spontaneous and 
or~izt:::!:· 

:. Instead of. the relationship of theory to practice being, ,;t best, just 
a. hope, the objective situation this year lias sho.wn the correctneas of our decision 
last year that 1980 be "the yo= of the book... :A look at NeHS /i; Letters over the 
pnst year .revee.ls. hOlf integral to the' analysis of current events Here the chapters 
of llosa luX~'IIlburg,. ll~en 'a Liberation and Marx's Philosoplty of Revolution, be it 
on the ques.tion of the relationship of spontaneity to organization Ol" to the 
theory '.ot' pet'l!i!Ulent revolut~=::: , be it th& question o'f lfoU" and militarism ~ 
philosoJ:i>Y in RoSa. luXemburf;'s time over· the "M~roroo incident" or :;:::sently in 
Rus.sia'e.invasion of At'ghanistan·on the one liai .. :;,.~ .. :t the.u.s. htrus~?n into 
!rim on the other. It b~comes necessary to .vieH. the book as a totality• . . 

ROSA. LUJrJiMBUllG, llO!IDI'S LIBE.'lATION AND MARX'S PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION 

by Rays. 'nmaye~k!>ys. 

·· Cha!Jt!!:.l .. ~ 'l.\1o.Turning Poi~ts in i:.uxemblJrs's Life 1 Befors and After 
. . . ,.. tlie 190.5 Revolution 

APRenilii'o~~e Again bn i;ile Theory of Permanent Revolution 
/:: 

Chapter 2 --·The .Break lfith Karl Kautsky, 19l0·19ll• From Has~ Strike T'neory 
· .. · · · . io Crisis over J!crocco . . 

Ch"-Ue:r '3 -- The !nte;-regnum of Luxemburg, and An EXcursus into Ha>.-x's 
II e1< Continent of •rhought 

~'P.!!"dix' Narx's Unknmm i:.thnol~gica:). N0taboo~ 'vs. Engels' 
Orillin of the Family 

Chapter~ n lla.rx 1s and LUxemburg's Theories of Accumulation of C.pital_ 

Chapter 5 -- !Jar and Revolutions, 19111, 19171 1919: Russian, -German, !Jorld 

Chapter 6 -- Attitudes to Objectivity -- Philosophy, Spontaneity, Organization 

Chapter 7 - l·lomen's Liberation: Continuities and Discontinuities, 19th and 
2oth Centuries, >rith Focus on Today 

Chapter 8 -- Fhilosophy of R''ioluoion: The Development of i·la.rx from a Critic of 
Hegel to the Author of Cs.pitsl and Th~orist of Permanent Revolution 

APPENDIX: First English translation of Luxemburg's Speech to the 1907 London 
RSDRP Congress · 
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