OFFICIAL CALL FOR CONVENTION

"June 1, 2680

To all Lecal Jommittees, Hembers-at-lazge, and -
British Marxisi-Humanists "

Dear Fylends:

The first few months of 1980 have witnessed, at one and the same time,

30 ominous z drive for war, incorporating both nwclear militarization and draft .
registration in peace iims, and so deep & Tecession ~- one which actually spells
ont dspression for Blacks -~ that it becomes imperative for revelutionaries o in-
tervene in the objective situation. In our case, it begins with the need to exmand
News & letteru to a 12-pager. This need is to cxpand, to practics, to develop the .
raper, not only quantitatively but gualitatively, that is to say, to where we have
& whole nucleus of revolutionary journalists who are theorists as well as activists.

Because of the terrifying chill of Carter’s State of the ‘Union Address,
tialch initiated Cold War-II as well as the proposal for draft reglstration of -
youth, we Fiuaped the gun” on ourselves und on Feb. 3 projected the new stage of
axpiri:sion- vhich s firet now coming to fruition jn the Call for this year's Con-
vention, . ' e .

. .. Naturally,.the drive for war on the part o the capitalists brings about
- resistance not only in tha youth opposition to the diaft bubt the restlessness on
. the part of labor concerning unemplcyment &the Black resistance to resurgeut racism.
The Black upsurge.in Miani, followed by the attemptel murder of Vemon Jordan, head
- of the Urban League, poiats to the coming of a long, hot summer. : R

' Carter's imperialist intrusion into Iran reveals hik hrinkmanship in so.
omlnous ‘a manner that even his imperialist allies are backing off from any serious
alliance while themselves displaying total disarray, each going off on.iis.own .

. capitalistic nationalist intersst, be it on oil, or detente, or vying for leadership
of '“the Wesl," by no means limited to the "Zuropeanization of Durcpe™, even as it
also embraces Japan., ‘Raiher, it extends to tlie Hiddle Inst, -to the U.S. hostiges
in Tren, to Afghanistan and even going so far as to.secretly plan, and-openly carry
out, a meeting betwesn Giscard d'Estaing and Brezhnev, ‘ .
‘ . Unfortunately, at the very moment of Carter's brinkmanship, Iran, too,
decided to-play the very dangercus game of using the.mass and global opposition
to Carter's intrusion Into Iran in order for XKhomeini~-Banisadr to launch an attack
on the genuine laft, by devising an amalgam between the Iranian Left and Carter,

As the Political-Philosophic Ietter of April 29, “The Carter/3rzezinski-Ordered
Imperialist Intrusion into Jran -= and ifpat APout kDomeini/Banisadr's 'Holy lar'
Against the Left?" , made clear, we will not permit the grave contradictions in
the Iranian revelution, including the retrogression in Iran itself, to stand in the

.way of the need for solidarity with the Iranian masses against American imperialism,

: On the contrary, this intensifies the need for revolutionaxy anti-imperialism and
anti-capitalism. .

Despite all its contradictions and despite the emergence of an actuzl
ceunter-revelution . right within it, the Iranian revolution remains not only the
most important event ‘of 1979-1980, and not only has it not ended, but ite ramifica-
. tions will continue for years to come. This threatens to result in so many shocking
" reversals in the global alliances of both titanic nuclear powers as well as-‘/estern
and Fastern alliances and the Thixd World that even for a generation that has wit-
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nessed the Hitler-Stalin Fact which gave the zreen light to Yorld Var II, all it
can conclude is that we are-sure to experience s¢ill other unforeseen shocks.

' - Therefore, what is 2 great deal more crucial than to try to predict them
is to so develop Marx's thilosophy of revolution =- in both analysis of events as
they happen , in the mauner of Harx's revolutionary Journalisz, as well as in the
extension and deepening of the thecries =- that' there will be no separation between
theom{; and-practice, philosophy and organization, and activity both spontaneous and
orgeniged. o o ' -

-, Instead of the relatlonship of theory to practice being, at best, just
& hope, the objective situation this year has chown the correctness of our decision
Jast year that 1980 be "the year of the book.” A look at News & Letters over the
post year reveals hoy integral to the’ apalysis of current events were the chapiors
of Rosa Inxemburg, Women's Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of Rewvolution, be it

on the guestion of the relationship of spontaneity %o organization or to the
theory ‘of permanent revoluticns . be it the question of war and militardsm sans
philosophy in Roka ILuxemburg's time over the "Moroczo incident” or i=zsently in
Russin's.invasion of Afghanistan on the one baid; and the U8, itrusign into
Iran on the other. It becomes necessary to view the book as a totality: -

ROSA. LUXRMBURG, VOMEN'S- LIBERATION AND MARX'S PHILOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION
L : o by Raya Dunayevskaya '
- _;’_._‘ crﬁy‘ﬂl 'n'-‘:“]_'uo‘Turn

4

ing Polats in Luxemburg's Life : Befors and After
the 1905 Bevolution -

Appendiii Once Again on tiie Theory of Permanent Revolution

Qh_éﬁ_g;__g_ ~="The Break with Kerl Kautsky, 1916-1911: From Hass Strike Theory
. - CT to Crisis over Meoreocco

E_lmlr_j_ ~= The Intez;ﬁrégnum of Inxemburg, and An Excursus into Havx's
.o ) Hew Continent of Thought o
Appendix: Marx's Uninown Ethnological Notehooks ve. Engels'
_ ‘ . Origin of the Famiiy
Chapter & -- Marx's and Lixemburg's Theories of Accumulation of Capital

Chapfer 2 == Har and Revolutions, 1914, 1917, 1919: Russién, German, torld

Chapter & -~ Attitudes to Objectivity -= Pwilosophy, Srontaneity, Organization

Chapter 7 -- Women's Liberation: Continuities and Discontinuities, 19th and
. 20th Centuries, with Focus on Teday _

Chepter 8 ~= Fhilosophy of R~volution: The Development of iarx from a Critic of
Hegel to the Author of Capital and Theoxist of Permanent Revolution

APPENDIX: First English translation of Luxemburg's Speech to the 1907 London
RSDRP Congress '
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