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RUSSIA AND. BLACK· AFRICA before World WRr II, by !ldward Th.omas Wiloon 
{New York: Holmes & Meier, ln4)/) 

~'his in .a most unusual book, 1Tery111very · schoL\rly and compre
hensive, as it ber,ins bal;k in the 19the century as imperiali.an 
Cf.lrv~d up Africa, on the T~arist experience in sub-Sahara 
Africa,-·all<i ~:oes through at length on the Lenin period 
and is ve;:-y dumb or deliberately anti-anti. by mixing up b&fore 
and after Stalin on the NO. 

, On J4....2!t, Chapter J, b<Qins the "Basis for Soviet Interest 
in Blaclt Africc" but actua:Ely it's on the Crimean War (see especially 

. ,ftn. on p. 95, about the Crimean War and ance throwing 
Senegalese troops into the battle·agai t Ru i • What is 

l: <· exciting is that evidently sam . e A.frican en serted i/ · ··~ . "• their troops during.t!le...l220s nd/'oi t istsl So 
''" • . "' ··important was he--th~BoriSRor ~lov es es the incongruous 
~~.i ··.'." .• :._. il_ ..... _.· . . 'f.ig. ure of· .. tlli1_3 _Afri. Ca!J cav-alry. officer~OU{>ht the enemies · 

~";)•::,• · · · 'i. : 'of'•·the revolu·cton dur1ng the· w~nter of .9 ~n ·order to deal 
£~_<'.{;..·.·.::.· .· .. : .. a. b_.lc~.J;o t. hec;u. rican capitalists and • . eoisie' ~- The. name 
;••t<t•;·::.C:.:: .. ·• ,·-.o~·· e,.,lit>'J;>m is ,'My Africa'··" I": see'!' a to hav~en, w:~ ~ten 

.. ~frt;"'i<~;;~J!!);, i . ~~t the referel!ce just quote~ ~s from 9~4 ed;tHm. 
{<i;.~\·,8.•,.,, ~I . ·~V'J.dently in that year that Rad~o Moscow, renew of' 
ji1'0c·':':·· .··. ··.· · .the•~ 2rid. edi Uon of Kornilov' s book speaks about the \'ctual .. 
ht').; .. ,c·: · bat·i:les and adds that the Blac~A.f;ficer was buried w~ th Red 
~;l!§?:"'' · ·· Ar~y·Jlono:t.'s: · This· officer a!l'(_Vothe';s· an~ the ~1oscow br.oad-:~ 
L:::':.'-· . -- cast abo.ut ~ t .. Feb. 2, 1964, was summar~zed ~n the BBC, S~mm~ 
~~t\,{{~'i(i ,. ..of World Boradcasts and 111onlto"ing Reno:d, p~,.~r I, SU/I 8oAfl5/4,) 

k, .. \. ·,-. .· ··p.9?, · footnoter In e. speech at, tA,e Third Corr.i11tern ConA!I'res 
( ·. "; ~ (July 5, ,:+921) Lenin had declareJr Ut is evident that il)1th~ 
·. ,.. · decisive wattles of the world revolution the movements of:"" the 
[:-•. :,:_,.-,. colonial peoples will play a greater pvolutionary role than 

we dare hope."! (Cited in. In recor Onternational Press 
...... cov~.r spo.:~denceiOf the Comintern , VII, no. 17 (February 5, 

l~'i' I 2J2,) 
. . .· 

·,· ~-.· . . . 4 is an excitin? chapter on 

. . . 'Plj . ure nd~~~~t;~r~s:R~iar ~avlov:.l.:t [\hat I --:~~~!~h~~i~h!i {~~~ t 
_ of 1 0 QJ:! pe !~dle-Ea:~~Orient is the s also on 

· Al'rica. On • 1 begi ---important pal't relationship 
of Garvey t Russ1a tn. 2 on that page, .i ~ 
ref'el•ence to Garve;;J ~ re ident of Africa" 1: armed 
hostilities against the whi es ' in alliar.ce with the Bolshe_.--viks' 

I 
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£~ Chapter Four, ftn, J• 

Pavlovich was a Menshevik well ))efore 1917 and it ~ly

tbat he b-ecame acquainted with Lenin as early a~~)in • 
.. G .. neva, where· the Russian SocialiDemocratic working Party's 
' . 

·. 1 . pr_:ss. "Iskra" putlishe<l hi!! llook on the RUsso-Japanese War' 

/~R~sskc-I~~skai_~_Voin~), j Pa~ovich also _contributed a __ 
'._.....--:-a6ries of· al:'ticles ·to ISkra under the peeudony~~ 

·· I,t -is known that Pavlovich's writings v,ere read by Lenin him~ 

self' and there is good reason to beLieve that t.!;_ey contt~d 
to.Lenin~s thinkiJ.Jg_on the subject of imperialism. (Louis 

~heri-Li.fe ~tLenin Qlew Yor~, 1964-J• 661.) 

licy ~Afrd.Qz~agres~ ,. 
of cour the Lenin 

impassionea arguments of McKay, Jane~, and others 

have carried less weight in Comi~n circles had not 
Leon Tt•otsky, then Suviet Commissar of War, been himself party 
to' simil~ beli'!f's. In a letter to McKay, Trotsky made clear 

/ 

his agreement that "t~se of colonial re~s for imperialist 

a~~~~ qu~tion_~~.'.'r~p_gJut.rJ>.v.o_l.lJ::__ 
tJ.on. rr . : 

~p. · 122. Although Trotsky, in his manifesto ~pared for the Fm st .. 
1'r · Comintern Congr<j,ss, h\IJL proclaimed to the ~olonial slaves of . 

.',fric" and Asia_!:/ that~the hour of proletarian dictato~ship in 
Europll... will strike for you as the hour of your own ema .: . . 
tion, ':Jhe tended to regard colonial emancipation as a-ll~ -pro · 
duct of European revolution rather than as an essentia condition 
for its success, (Leon Trotsky, The First Five Years of the 
QQ.m!nunist International, I (New York, 1945) o 2.5. )~ 

The 5th Con~<rese was likewise most important for work on the 
conolial quef!olt·tion but the 6th is, as as everything els0, the i' 
~tal~n1st Goneress. 
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Stalnist Congress, so that, thouph much l.s dP'roted to the 
. Negro Q it composi ts such <)pposi tes as socialism in one 
country and the ultra-Jrd period spelling out the Negro Q 
as·the independent~ ~tatec, ~hich it ssems everybody 
without exce;Jtion ( !fm includ'li( C'cdric Robinson a:•d other. 
spe.ts on Black Marxtsm i acts as\if it is the same thine as 
Lenin's 2nd CI thesis. . . ..__ _____________________ _ 

TheHealeyi,;es have brought out the full minutes for the 
· fi:c-at .time in English of the 2n<i CI Congress. .It's in 2 volun es 
but. one cover ... and was published 1977 by the New Park Publica
.tio.ns.:. _The .American distributor is Labor Publications 
'!)40'W, '29th St.·,. NYC 10001.· 
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