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Raya bexan_hs raating to the audionce by noting that it was on ;just guch a /

jarable, cgld snowing day in 1917 in fucsia that 50,000 women | walkad to

"Gelebrats Tntornaticnsl-omenls Day, avd “trat quist 50,000 bacame 90,000
Bafore-the end-of-the-day,.-and man joined— tham, "dnd the Ravolut ata‘rted.

But she ¢1d net want to start 4n 1917, and though we would be in 1975 very soon,
she.did not want tn start there, oither« She wanied to start in the niddle ~-
and not becauge it wrs existentialist und we wanted to begin at a dramatic p port,

. bt botHSEIE 1cre£’t.’5§r1ty is not Just :indivﬁual, tut comes when masges are in mot:lon
to uproot sqcisty. Therafore, Wonan's Liberation, no matter where it is wa
start, and fio, matter whether or not they had an organization, is first of 2ll
gurront, ALY history is current historyy not onl; bezause we are lookinpr at it

-6 :

with co corterporary ayes, mi bec
we Joox &t it for our period/%
. -{L ;0 //
ThoAhree pages of history wowmouls fppk i t were: 1946 I‘!est Torsnan
West Afriea, and 1555 Mon

ge:r_@wuawmmumm pand no 4 (.
. breakiaste ready, ard no Junch tuckebd” pack When tney got to tne pits they

feund that the women had gono there to them with picket lines, It was the
erd. of WWIT and things were vary bad econonically and socially and the miners had, ‘}'
bean falking for months abont striking, tut never did, That was when the women “ly 5
'decidod to tako mattm: into their own haids == and closed dewn the mines,
. It vas /fgj' . R
the Tollowing your vhenfPwas in Fra.ncef vhich was still ecnsidered, a_most revg lu VL”A -
" tionary country cid vas t41%ed rith overyone from Vietnamesc tc Cu...sgéﬁﬁﬁj" AT, 8 ¥
come to %the. CGT Songress to speak to those thoy 'l'houpht Ware more a.dvanced than ‘ Jf'b
thay wero. Tha Caderowns snid that at the erd of the war they were so ho they
weont abcn‘l trying to l.md out how to *un their own lives at last, They t oven [ ,
nmazBe out'menbarship cards; aw} thousht only a fow would come out to the maating . :
“they called, But everyona, mon, women and children, the entdre city, came out, Y
The CGT told them soma very stupid things about how thoy had to be g trade union .
first, anl then could bucone x party -- all kinds of stages, Dut, meanwhile,
because Jfrica is not s country, tut a continent, the Camerouns told Rp this story, “
aboutfwit happened long before WWIT and not by the educated men, but by the Alliferate.
1 1929 the British impardalists in Eastern liigeria decided to tax the 2
they got so furious that they went oh spontaneous strike (which was, of
se, called a "riot"), It was net only spontanelfous; it was against all thae
advica anyone, Jincluding tha educeted ¥Rlaes,(gave them; it was not only apainst
British ﬁupe*ialism,,hut_ i o Ai'ri “chiofs, who had not defended -thems. and
1 Axlkal lzug_ : Thp co-nbined forfe of BEritish imperialism and’ ‘the

chisTs did n Et “o en vwere killed and countlpss others

injured, ol RIS I B, ;? £ s 2 ”mmm‘/*zéz«d‘ﬂ pord-
And mmt appemed right here inthe U,5, 4n 19607 yoriderful North

Carolina youth sat-in ¢ 1 restzursnt lunch coxmterwz% tha wapmificent

Hlack Revolution, But v 3 fact i5 that #Five vears before 19 6 ore solidary woman,

Rosa Parks, & seamstress, refused to give up hor soat on & bus, &nd pot errested,

and the incident so avoused the youth that the entire Black popuilation tohaved in

a different nanncr than they had ovor droaned of. Thay decided they would all go

to tho courthouce, they organized thoir oim transportaton and boyeottod all the

usses, they inspired Rev, King to Ls with them, ard they kopt all decisions in
thoir owm hands by meeting throe times a wesk, .

If you ean Just pick out at random in such difierent parts of tho world, and in
such diffarant yoarse ~1 h mificent cma.tivit,r, isn't it clear that craativit.y
is not great t masses in notion that so uproot the old that a whele
ne:{ continent, is——bowf ( 1his is the kird of ersutivity we are talkring about.
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There 1s anoth 85tion we should (asK-oursslves, th do W 9
‘Way not July 19 and July 207-= when\the first women's convention was

here in the 0.5., In Seneca Fallg, in _.M I can seo thies
that this great date is'either forgottan, 'or a foo‘lhnota. "

would have to admit that 1t was the Hlack dimension that insplired

‘\\N\“ s].wes, at thet, The educated white women wore brought to realize .

not have a single right of their own bty the Hlack women like Sofjourner Truth

ard Harriet Tulman, and many others, who wax the speakers and the E .
of the Abolitisnist Movement and startad endy the fight apainstl slavery, @&‘L{
for vomen's rights. And they soon found out that many of the men whe vwere for
Abolition were rot for wonen's rdghts. The only man they could gefl to chalr theilr
fivst meoting was a Hlack man, Frederick Douglss,

The second reason pevolved ahbout
the fact thxi-4ae gan of the Idberstor of WiGdrrion was "The World is My Country”.

; Jx : !\}; This/intarnatiorul .zaa not a quastion of 3 or & countries gett: togethar, but -

A

.Tha thi':d
_reasor-. i3 the rsvolutionazx age. It is certainly 'l'.rue that 1848 Prings you
faco Lo fece with Marxism —— tut befors that you have to see thay it was the 1848

Ravolublon wes everywhers 4in the air.
paper hore yob, tut the Fup

" bafora, another womd [ F10 5 tly when l".arx was discover:ing

at to make & motien for a w Y

international, an 1.nta;r{ahtinml of working men and working women, tha not
sepaseto mental from manual cr theory from pmctice. She demanded the estaldishment

" of workers' palaces ~- vhere you do not end the dey when you end working, hut
" g0 on to educat:!.on ard all other ﬁorms of activity, Why don't I-Je hear of her?

What was thls revelutionary ape of ths 1840%s? It was net only that a new cha.llenge

had bean openod, with the Commnist Manifesto tut that before that Manifesto, in

brealting with bourgeois sociaty, Marx did not break cnly on the economie quadin
arthro: .16 capitalist elass. Heg broke on the question o ‘ﬁ

d§£arent % oi‘éin%] He sa.id that the fest-fundagenta’ =B Y TelatIons
558 WO go1ve that, we will not have a new sociely

The reason he called his philosoﬂ H‘xmanisw ta, s3 that he was gzalnst
Forfnan

capitalism but d3id not think the¥regation”
creating a now socisty, and totally new human relatiors,

the very teginning of

27
We women in' Z!.G?E ‘have not evan yobt got to the level of Sojo Touth, Shg,_ﬂ&
was born a sla e. called Isabel, She ran away twice, and she

. 48%d he told hor to travel — sofourn ~- and tell the truth o slavary.

how she got her name, One single nama had her entire philesophy, ard not only
for her life mt for ours. Vhy shouldn't that becoma the basis for the ra-
orgerization of our thought and philosophy and actual revolution? Instead of
revewtion, 'icday we ave finding countop-revolution everywhere, How could it
happen ths% in 1975 we hava BostonW%ﬂ the racism of the whites in general
on tha school issue, and the conviction of Dr. Melin., Iook at I1linois, vhere
you can't oven get the ERA -- not that we are entirely uneritical of ERA our-
salves ~- but the people who are defvating it are the thorough reactionaries?
What did we do in the 1960s that the countar—revuhtion is here in ths 197057

= We -
took our bodies back. But then we said we wan o @s,l:n_q s too. The
activity wasn't going to stop at just being against the bourgeols exploiters,
tut was twmed to cur comrades in the loft who were content to let ua just do

o ¢ranking of the 20 machines. is was tho first time that happaned.
14 7 th k the nim hin Thi the first t that h ed

And when you had all this act:wity going, how could you have such a backward movement? : |
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It was bocause we didn't have a philosopiyof liberatien along wi'th the a.zctivity
. of liberation. The minute you separate theory and practice you end up in a
povorse movement. i :

And the expose of male chauvinism 4s just ono of the tasks that has to bs done,
We have to met to & criticism of ourselves, That is why I want to take up some

ol the women JRESIRIIAILX theorists, to see vwhat thoy have achioved and what they
didn't =~ optaide of the axpose,

: : . Take the_Secord Sex, by Simcne de Beauvolr, Whal
did she get all the credit for in the 60's? che was exposing certain things, not
only in economics, and making sexuslity a discussable subject -— tut her conclusion
wag thd since men did a1l these things to ug, it was the man's problem, and they
had to free us. A Hlack Woman werker in N,Y. said that was erazy, ene naver knaw
of anybedy who got freedom without fighting for i’m A= -De Boauvoir's Exlisten—
43alist philosophy that defines "Qther" as the en - %&tﬂﬂ'ﬁ oman e "Oher Ty
~ " There are some terrible things she concludes., She suys of Resa Luxemburg, the

- greatest thesreticlan wa hed, that she was "ugly” and ihat's why she didn't have to
worry, Jsna't thet fentastic? I have Xnown some of the nost handsome men of all
natignalities who told me they thovgnt Rosu Luvemburg was the most beautiful woman ..
in %ho vhola torld; she had such a great prasence, o was such 2 great orator, had
such grueat thouphts, and such great eyus, that onee she was on & platform, if there .

- " were 10,000people in the hall, nobody could look at anything else or hear anything

“tut what came out of her mouth, But to Simone de Beauvoir, it was heeause she was
*ugly"! What male chauvinist could be worse than that?  Meamvhile she doesn't -
have to toke up her views... she takes them up in passing., As if that isn't bad
enough she seys Rosa Iuxenburg was brdave, and was alongside Lellmecht. There
isn't anybody who deesn't Imow that it was always Iuxemburg and Leilmecht, not

the other way aroind -- Iuxemburg was the theorstician, - But thet didn't fit 4nfo
de Beavolr's style. ‘ : L
. . We don't hove top much time to deal in depth with the Ex&stentlal-
ists, or for that matier, with the Structuralists, 1like Juliet Mitchell, But -
isn't it about time that all the psople who are so hot against male doirination

vhy JBx ape, &l ﬁQJlowing that kind of a thought? Mitchell has
Do s

Freud, —- uh en revolutionary, tut-isn't nows These French and
English are swpposed to be so-much greater than we backward Americans, tut at

least we don't go for Frewd. - . : -

: o _ . Take oven the one who is supposed to be 2 revolutionary
socinlist, Sheila Rowbotham, She writes on 300 years, stazting in the 17th ceatury,
but you would never know it from her titles, Who would know that "Impudent Lasses"
is suppoged to be the 17th century. What does she say? That the vevolutions have
2ll bean male defined, and that's vhat's wrong withthem. Outside of doing away with
woran's rola as Amportant, she winds up wilth vanguardism, Take 1917, where we started
tonight., The action was started by the women, nobody else. In fact, everybody told
thenm not to go on strike, even the Dulsheviks, because they were af=aid they'd be
mowed down. But the women went out on strike anyway, and the men joined them. There
was no party, no organization"loading"them. Trotsky, in his History of the Russin
Revelution writes of how great thoy wore. It's true he says they didn’t lmow what
they ware dolng, but in five days )Czarism. the greatest reactionary system in the
worl2 at that time was ovebthroun.” Now you would think that if this was a male-
defined revolution, and that's what's wrong with it, that you would have a differsnt
interpretation of 906,000 people walking out on strike, But what Rowbotham says .
is that thoy didnt’ knew, it was only spontanaous, and apparently nothing iz important
until semz intellectual leaders tell you what has happaned, She is pushed in a
certain direction with thoights that have nothing to do with male or female, If

you are burddned with the concept that the masses are btackward, it doesn't matter if
you are male or not.
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The only bime Rowbotbam comes-out against Marx is when cthe says that since Maot
gave the corpect interprotation of\the exploiirtion of the worker by the
eapitel ist, it was(oniy’ economics,) It isn't “Arue. Ho named his pnilesophy
. Eumanica inoxder to'siress ha was against capitalism, againgt Communisnm, and for

. niew human relations. . Mot only Jid Marx help organizZe nany unmen's movaments,
write 100 full pages on women and child labor in Capital, tult he practiced vhat
he felt. Who in the 19th century not onlysaid they wore for egual rights, but
practiced it? He had Medame Iaw as part of the General Council of the Internaticnal.
Rowbothan has to disregard Humanism, disregard the dialecticy of liberation which
has entered into oach part of the struggles, all in opder to say that supposedly
Fainism and Maixism will coms home to roodt when WL is made a provondition for
revolution, Nour, it i3 cne thing to say that we have to practice not the day
after ‘mt the day of and thg day bafore -- tut vho can make “preconditions"?
Does anyons lnow what will happen? “Theo four greatest forces of revolution in
this country ars Hlack, lLabor, Youth, Women. Put to talk of "precorditlons®
meanz you think you have ail the answers -- and that sort of thinking cammol come
from anyihing else Ttut the fantastic view that the masses are tbackward, and the
wolell masses oven mors so pecause untll they learn thelr politica from you they

- will never get anywhsro, : -

] look ai some women who are vory great,
: Barreng, one of ths "Three Marias" vho wrote {AINEERSRIEMNERSERIIN .
- .% | Now Portugusse letters . gha dave a talk in the U, : intsy -
n. . 1) Ihe greatness ofCollactivity, The fact that three women in fascist Portugsl just.
T Qeeided to oit down Bnd talk together about a 1Fth centuzy nun and what 1ife was | 7
-1ke today in Portugal, They decided from the first not to reveal who wrote which
e 5{}; all }hreé?.'would have %o go to prison if an;,roxtxg did., ‘The first collectivity
.. . wasiform of Jydiv lgvelapnent-and gave them strength, o .
‘ 2) Sexuali gﬂ\ﬂg‘g et wag porse--th xds
. %o Mtgéw(m“ﬁemmidaakmg Is it just a feninist bookiyor-is-it
She saldiunlesg polities wms W-Way ol relationships, 4 ngw culture, and g new _
. ‘way of dd¥ng-ihings -~ nob changing little tiny things sc women could do what man
fore, Wit totally vprooting the whole thing, there was no- point to it.
Sexuality was & political gquestion == o worst thing was that it was hidden,
.3} A&nd the third thing was ﬁjmz Marccism) She saif she was for feminism besause
itwas the only hope for chaning this-socidty which she had, The Trotskysists
who had given her a platform were very urhappy with the answer she gave when they
said it was the rovolution in Portugal thal freed the women; she sadd she was
glad there was the revolutlon, ut it was not that that freed them, but the
international movement of wumen who sendt-mass protes wor throughout the world,
‘ ' S Wk P ﬁm&. o-c.gg. '
It 1s because you have to have that sort of feeling for creativity that comes out
of libaration; for the naw continent of thought that came with Marx, for knowing
" that when you talk about “"loadership” like those women ar» talking about it they
don't mean one More vanguard party. They mean the nnity of theory and practice,
If you get the philosopny of liberation as that unity of theory and practice
then vou won't be so worriad about the philesopher -=- is he man or is sho Woman?--
you will pay attention to what ls the philosophy -~ and vhether that really means
to change all the rolations,

At this stage vhen we are functioning urder the vhip of the counter-revolution,

. vhether that is in Boston or right here, it is important to see that we do not
heve Just "nirdless" activity, or even great activity -- but activity together
with a philosophy of rikaration. ’

Raya finished wlth 2 quotation from Chaiper 9 of PHILOSCPHY AMD REVOLUTION on

the liew Passions ar * Forces, (P. 280 *The uniquoness of todays WL movement ...

organisa of Iiboration," andp.290 "It is tris, of cowrse...from itself"; . -l
P..51 "The new that charactarizeg M BESe e ransina to be done," 14359 .




