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June 8,1978 

Dear b;eintje 1 

Thank you e\'er so much for the work you did on 
Rolad-Holst• a biol•):-aphy of Noaa r.uxemburf. It is of rreat val~e 
to :nt>, and I hope you. will permit m~ to ask you for more wor:t, To 
give yov. an example of why it is so much more important to h~ve a 
Woman Liberationi&i: write than the summarios you f'"et from mQn, no 
mu.tter how llymjJ!'.thetlc to l'.osa, nevertheless always expand on mattorR 
,that look like "women fil!htinr:" (or do they say "cata fightine"?), 
where you mention o!lly or.o m~er on Clara and Hose. which includes 
Rosa• s inte11tion to accompany Zetkin to International '1/omen' s 
Conferencc--sije could not a~ uha landed in jail instead! and then 
BG,y b•J+, one BEmtene:e on Hl}nriette•s estimation of Zetltin'a dependence 
on Rosa, no lese a sc:ho).ar· tharl l"ettlo expands unnecessarily 
as to just how Henriell'ta said Clara was wastine Rosa's ti~e because 
she herself did not like ~lara! 

So, first will yot: please tell me ( incidentaly );laaae cite ! 
'; 

.~itle of }look, pul;llieher, date of publication) what does HR-H mean, , 
. that !a, how does she dove lop the point 'Rosa YI3.E'n • t in·tarested j 

'- . 
1n worn en • s movement "but now she wants tc;, help everywhere where 1 ., l 
peopl<i· try tc reconnect the tor11 threads of tlie web of int.t.:onnection~ 

Secondly, and even more important,· is what you summarize ~-· 

in but one .;hort par. about the years, 1910-1914 and Karl Kautsky,· J 
What·, e~ctll£• does she say are the reaso11 o:f their conflict? Is ' 
1 t just opportunieau? Is it the position o:r· Rosa on the General 
Strike? Is the polemic between KK and RL that HR-P. cite on the 
question of the war? o~ is it the fact that he refuses to puhlish 
her and she goes "outside" to have it published and thus revaalG 
there are polemics wi th.in the ore:anization? This takes up a 
great part of Rosa's legacy aa well ae l.i:fe, and Roland-Host was 
"ultra-leftf so the exac!; phraaas she would use would be very 
revealinP: tr:J me even if 'the space devoted to it is little. Can you 
please transla.te, say, a pal[e? Thanks, Sfain. 

When r.re ~·ou comin~· to NY, or better still to Iletroi't1i 
1 hope it is ·to the Labor Day convention, we'll be gl~ to put both 
of you up. Incidentally, I once liverl :for a li ttla whha'in •.vorcester, 
and was most suiprised that so little a place, was both important 
for labor &women especially--at le~Rt in the 19JOs it was--and h~d 
a most aophiflticatAd clasoical music fcctivr~l ever:y 
still therd, 

Yours, 

sumrru:n• , ls l t 
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H.R.-H·. on t;lar'-' ZetKi!_"~g ?of:a r..u:-:emb,l.rg : 

Only this : · 
( 1$5) "RosA },!IXe!'lburg >:arks <Jay <ned ni.e;t>t. She preperes the first 

h·~l t hi " 1 " · • h .. h ~ 1 Cl " tk. d ' "l lh i me ... nf, 0 W C .. a SO •. eJ.!'lr.LC .. ::.C .nt•ep .- ara L€ . 1n an r;..:..--_ !.8 . .'.f. mer 

contribute. The le2dinf article" 'l'he Rl*-~~truction of the Internati~
nal" :ts··~lready written. She also plans to ~gcompa!ly Clara· Zptl<i!l to "'-"'--'"' 

ieeue of 
11

Interr:Ationnll1·, a new ncv!spaper edited h:v 'herself end Franz 

. .-------------- .. -------- -
_f.,J.!_:>_?.__lf1fl~!.-·t<L.help Jo.eY·_'t{l.th .. th.e. rrepa.raftion of aro< international wome_h' S 

71' conference, whic'o Is to take place .. in Bern. So far she hasn't taken 
- -------; ... --- .... --. - --1'1\lfl~ interest ir, the 'fm,,en' s move11ent, o~ ~~ she we.nts to 'o_el!j)'>ery 

I-.• :_ Jhere, v1her~ people t?'to reconnect \line t~rn ~aos of the web Q..i 
( ..J j,/tv'international connaction~." · 

; : )~· J '-.----:---···-
.,. · H.R.l! •. L"dicates that Cia!'a Zetkin knew Rosa Luxemburr v;;ory well, but 

·co '.'It/' · ddl€16 0::_'1;') deal with that relatior.ship in her llj,.oere.phy~ AE a ref.erence. 
-~·:/ . . ; ) ,,)j ehe gives Clara zetkin' s introduction to· the ··s_g_g_Q.P,!!_-edi tion of the 

·t, ~ur.iusb:rochure,' in which Zetki.n des~riber. Luxem1,urg's days 'in .Zilrch. 
~~L-....l•o•• ;\,) Cl~·~ ?o.tl.•- '•""'"' ~'"> --·'•c•-'" ·' o.,\ ll.•,\ lt.c.:.. ),;v-o!>l..;r •~·- f<r i\••~1...;.,;.:1· ~ d•-r .c.o-'--'':.!i 

H.R.H. on Ka.utok¥:(•910-1914): 
;>he. ptates the :reascns for their C'nflict,. tA.lks about the poleMilC:· 

between the Kautsky and ?..L, but not in freat Je1;e.il. 
Th~: Corre-spondence betwcE?n R.L. and Louise l'.autf:'<Y may conta.in more 

np•cific J.nforn•t.ion. 

Or. the suffraP"e - sneech: was :not r.~en-ticned. 

!ienri_~:t,te P.~l«nd - ::olst heard Hoca Lu;:e01burr s .:e?.k for the first time 

·kin l~ll.Q!Ll.n_J•arls(_soeialist Con('rescl 

I':r. e.fra.id this isn't dlf ::1Ucl' helr• to yl!lu. :Ool<ever,. if in an:1 other 

I r.an hel!l you(tr?..nsl?.tion Etc.)) ple?..F;e let me knov1. 
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Eenriette Roland-Holst en !b.Uccumulation of Canitai: 

... In her '
1 Accu~nulation 11 Rosa TJu·x~mbnrg tries to prove that. the capi tali_s\-

syetem of prod:..ction,wr.ich, to be .gble to :!",unction orderly needs. a 

contir)uouEr increa!'c.-' of' its econo~ic ·base, is to all. sidPs Cep'?ndent of 

the preser.ce of non-capitelist fcrms and eroups of society. ·ro create 
aur·!1lus-value, capitP.lism nef'ds a :colliltant ___ supp.l,v. of_-_fgb.O"It .frorr. ndm-

ca.n1 tali st for::-JS of :SoC'ilety. ~e.vo1i."l ·}h?.. t it also n·e~de· o. co_:-·stant sup_ .... 
. -- --- --·- . . pJ:.? of consumers. from 'these formations i.e- consume this surplu.s-ve.lue. 

~--....._ -- ....... 
1 t can only continue to exist ~..:'"~' arf] it finds Jn its ~xpansion 
endeavours iion•capftalist forms of life. A['ain and aeain it t!Jrows i't
aelf upon 'them and sucks. out their vi te:r ju~i.cesl{ until they fine.lly de-

. cay and dis.! Capitallsmthon does not o~l.Y li;,.e from the exploitation 

o:f' t!;e worker,--1@~ f!'om thea,~r_Q_~-~~> on the different non-capi talf • f . 
. ,societal for:ns th~st on earth. And it is hPcause of capital ism 
1; that. these formatione ['row fewer in number and significance. . . 

. '-fo Out of,a need fer ign_~:t;.y) so typical :for her, has Rosa Luxembure: in her' 

· / "Accumulation" !'lade An attempt to,J're~,:':t_.capi tali am from,i ts origin_ 

:to its collapso:> as a VJhalc, as. a ~O.!:'~~.Y!...-SY.s.te_'!l) in whioh the s~.r.1e 
forces.are alw_§!;ys activ?-\\'?Accordinf! t.o her, the imperialistic phase c·f 

'"'.., ' U7 . . capi tal.i.sm is ~t the ·pronuct of a long dP.velop'!ient; on the contrary, 
the imperialistlc tendencies are fro"' the beginning present in capi

talism:@istorically understood l.s the acc•Houlation of capital a pro
cess of metS.bolis!:'l,.which tak~s -p~ace bet,·:een t~capit2list and -pre

capitalist foms of p:od•Jc_t_J-_on~·;;Accur;ulP.tion'' tJ:."us ·.c.e::it;'list- F.ccu
mulation as a whole,-l<!§. an Actukhisto_rical nroc~s;(, nae·,two different 
as!lects.<i-Or.e conc~eras t1~~:-~o~~-Odi1:Y ~;~rk~t and .. the -place \o/here surp~~ 
VHlUE i" prOdUCEd- the factory, thv 'lOillE, the Bfricultural Pstate.n-~' 
''.~.peace,. propFrty and equAlity prevail. a~d ihe(?harp.~ielectics of 

~· ··- // -...:. . . -- - ~ ---
\~E_ientifld analys!.?-'\o.'ere needed, to rf'veetl };o\\' the right of ownership . 

cher1ges -E-: the co~:rse of accumulation into appropriAtion nf other 
people's prop.:rty, !"low comr.:odi t.v exr'hAnf.e "turns into exnloi tat! on r~nd 
ecuali t.v ~er>')r.J.es c1Pss-rule .. 11 (" fl.ccue:ulat.ion11 ) 

.. >?.:.:/;The other aBpect of &cc,;nulation o<' cepitaJ concr-rns the relations be, 
.!\ tween cepltali~~~ ~nd the no~-cApitalist modeR of production which starr 
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.!naking theJ:t-i!.P.PfLE:lJ;~mce on the .internatione.l rtage. Its pre'lOJ1!inant 
n:~thods tn•ebolcnial .policy, jan inteO"ntion&l lo&.n sy,q;el!l- a policy of 

"---~-------~-,. ____ ..--
spheres of interest- ahd war. F'ol'ce, fraufi, oppression, looting are r.: 

openly dis!Jlayed 1d thjl.ut any atte.mpt 2t concealment., and .it requ!·es an 
0f poli tic<:l violence· and contest~ 

of pOwer the stern e ec.::o-r,-o-,·:_i_c-~;;ss-:-'~jf;;;·curr;ure'tior~) · 

11fJ·And s•.:> !or Eo sa luxemburt::, (,he., process of ci!pi talist · development. tekeo· 

1 
. from the beginning plr:!Ce in'~::_,'fphez:es. Its collapze .:ill berrin(', when 

(!;it will have devoured all thHon-capi telist forms of production and 

sociP.ties. 

·,-J~9.sa Luxe!!_lburg' a theory of accumulatiol? caused in t~~-~c.t;cles of the 

Vl·,~ltra-leysocialists a great deal of conflict, hecausil! i~S theory """" 
· seemed to move --the· "physically necesE=ary" C'ollr.tpse of c·~:pltalism to a 

far away future. 
·. R!;ls.a Luxer.~burg describes in the oncludinr chaptf'r o.f _".Aoc.\!mulation" 

.7 /'.J:ii~s:m-~a:o_'i~£) spPcial .. field of accumulation·. mf capi telJ I·Jhich come~
VV 'irl''the later phases._of--cap. development more end more to the Fground 

a.ad .. t8;lcee. op incr~asi.ngly ,_,:.alent proportions .• Re~~l tir1e, in a&~_nge 
:ln the. day-to-day history of cepital. It hecor:es a· str.ine; of:poli.tical 

and social disasters ar..\i. convulsions, and. under thPe:e condi tiona, ~:•; -

punctuated by periodical eoonom,ic_ catasrou.JJ.~§ or crises. accumulation 
.-· -. 1" -··-··--

ccin go on ··no lon~er. · Eut ~~-~~:n·- he for~ thiS \~~~-~-1} econo:nic imps.sse. !bf 

ca9i tal's own creati~ is properly fcac"ed H becomes a !Ul~essi ty for 
,--the wor"lr.!.1i.r class .to '!·evolt P..::ainst th~ rule."nf capital."(-Accumulation/

y' ....... ~\' AnB so WE3_,·Ree that !tosa r.uxel!ibu.rg- ever..tually turns fron volunterism 

V\ back to ~-i.~~o:r-1-:c_a)_ .fai~lism, whic· ....... ·as to her economic deterriliriiSirl.-., 
Like all radical :rarxist~; of her time, flhe was convinc(~u, that thef]fr..~ 

revolutionary ef'.feo:-te of tht? cayli teli~t pror.ess of developr1ent on the 

concicusness ol' th'€ \.,.oz-ltint: clr!~S wou'"!.d present ±~omS€lves. And the 

farther the cap. process of develoTJ:nent pr,r::reEsec1, t'!"Je Etrnnrer thF>y .. -. .. · ...... 
would be. Ir. the :>.a: t instnnrF., it ;.E the hF.liPf jn the·~:!-.J.!Lil.lY.· work-

ing forces irl productmon the't .for:::F: the rock t or.. \'l!'lic"!1 th.e t~·~ple of 

her opti:rtieti"' politic~l redir~~liE:'1 i~ built. ThiE optimism she shares 

with her contemporeries;' 
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