: 6--?. 19?5, organized \inder auap:lcas of the Upper (Higher)
Institute of Soci al and Politica... felences ' X
sta.rted out as & d) sc..tssion on a‘nrtion ¥, ," took up the uhola
. question of WL

Mar, 6 18 czlled a "rmmd. to.hle" dsscusslon with doctors, jouma;-
istl. )mfessor, snd Helenn Medeixrcs MLM

!-!Ar. 7 is called a- "political tribunnl“. the following _politcal
parties and ecrgs. therst

Cabral Farnandss-LCT
" Qlsela Bjork-LUAR
Eduarde Barroso-MES
Maia Celete-SP

Toadsel do Camo-}RP/BR

'not rapreaented. alleging various 'notives: MDP/"DE MREP, CP, PPD

»p. 59 HIH-T‘he f.i.rat questinn mide deals with the class strupgle, "The
MIM Tighting for wemen's likaration is put inot the class struggls.
- Wa undexstand, that ths class struzele has to exist, so that capitalist
-'society ke akelished.’ ‘The formulatien we derend is the answer. -
o Another guestion was nads to me cn the existencs of Porluguese
na,\.hi.sm. WHe. .underatnd that the prodlen of ssxuality wes made Wy
man,:-the: ‘Waman or...y agiumes her sexuality in front of the fa.ct of
_ha.vmg ’clildren. The sa¥uality of women was imposed By men, we ses
5 da..d.y 4n the T\’, in &dvartisements end. a11 the rest, tha sx of
w&man wa.a always belittled and utilized, . .We. ancwar the caplialist _
1 note thet our. enamy 18 Tict: #he men himsolf, iut the whole B

ys 3
séciety, tne 'whole s:fbtem thn.t is mng..
: " » L% *

j.-.rsuau D0 cum

',_-u I~

I “i-..t of -Ll wo have' to.thank the organiz_tions givj.ng these 2
rcoloa_uitms for having done 1t. We think a%ortion is a very. impertant
issue.  We're a.sain serry the CP and MDP don't have 2 seat on this

. dewats, Wecause it-weuld havs ‘been our pleasure to deaty with these "
" organications, the mere so #ecaune we think that such a dewata would .
7 “we fruliful then, cerbainly having dj.vergencias, given the »olemical
" character of. ¢his-isaue and it 'leing extremely important that this
polemic tanes wlace hers in puwilc, .
As to owr positﬂl on this sreblam, you have to interpret the
actual situatien of wemen and abortiod and the family as & result

of ‘the capltaliet system and the history of the class struggle. Foxr

us, the family was Worxn with privats wreperty, to .preserve this same -

sroperty and all the ideology, the religion, the morality that presants

1t in a different way dces nothing mora than ‘to prejudice u -determined

‘system, We therefore think trat the women's situation in relation to .

abortior was created in exploitaiive socisties and that, therefors,

the dominant morality and ideclogy have but .served te justify all along

the same gituations of exploitatlon ¢f these sccletles.

We therefoee ihink that nelthér dlscussion nor anglysis can Ve
made outside this context, We aet as ground the actual sltuztlon of
women, ve set as around tkesazimx slso the prejudice against abortien
and we undarstand all this is the product of capitalist soclety,

L)
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Vou can't speak of women 1in ge..ezal, the family in general, as
if a1l vomen e.nd 8ll familles halonged to the same class.

Ve lmierate.nd that in this .L'vEPeC‘t, e organizations and move- -~
mun‘ts thet touch on this subject at times speak of somen as if all ef
them welong to the rame clasy, as 1f the oppressien of women was falt
" the same way for ‘sourgeois women and preletarizn women, The situation
iu comletely different the one from the othar, the same w2y that we
. think ihe situation of the family is conmplotely different in the bour-

- geols fenily or the proletsrian family. A simply eultural npd abstrect
_analysiz shouldn't e made in velatdon to wemen and the family, lut

. Tirst reRating with the class to which she wslongs, and in thess terms

" abortion is 3, flagrent exampie, Bccause the proletarian woman stays
subJected to Conditions of terridle viclence which 1s abortion srac-
.ticed inmlserahle condtions. Whoever worke inhosyital waiting roens {1
Imows this almost minute.to minute, because proletarian womon come In
Ana disgracerul condition, whereas Bourzecis women alzrolt never come
in, a‘l.thaugh tney too have abortiova. o

. )ourp:eais families l'-e.vﬂ 2 chi. 1d ox 4o, fow are these that haaa
none. ami some allow themselves the luxtmr of many chi.l.dren. ‘ o

L Ths ma.jority rosoive the urob.l.em of unwanted pregnan,w without the‘
) feu.r of- ‘being aubjer-ted to. thesn extremedy violent conditions to vhich
“ the proleta.ria.n woman iz subjected. Thus the sltuation of the cne -and’ -
tha o+hev- 1s oompletely different n.mi ve ca.n 'b consider thﬂm asg a. solid-
:piece. B ‘ ) L S . '

. ' The idehlogy that the dom*_na.nt class has for dhm*nz.ting at the
mental level and and so that that serves the economic donination, that
ideology ends up belng also the 1dsology of.the. dominated class. ..On' - .
this 'sodnt, we diStinguish curselves from otheir Left organizations whom -
we hear often talk of proietsrian morality, mpreletarian ideclozy, prol-
etarian culturs, as if in cadtallst Soclety there wag a proletarian
* ‘idsolozy, a proletarian culture, a proletarian morality that wasn't
extremaly irbued/infiltrated by the ideology, the culture, the momlity
of the dominsnt class,

: This is also a polemical. ydnt and nxﬁxtnmm-mmu our
opinion 1s that the dominant clacs infiltroies the dominated class

with its own ildenlogy, sith its own morality, and that only when the

- proletariat makes iz own revolution, siezes power and resotres another
‘system of produation, only at this hefight will it Be able to wreak with
the ldeology -of the dominant clase, only at this height will it create
the foundations for a new morality, for a new culture, for another dem-
1nard ideologv.

For us, only with a Sociaiist Revelutlon will -‘canditlons be ereated
so that all these problems will e resolved. Only with a soclalist form
of production and with the workers in power, Wy way of 'the dictatorshiy
of the rroletariat, will conditions be created for the resolution of
women' s 'n'ro'blems, for the resolution of the prodlem of abortisn, =
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In inls case, we regard the followlng imnsdiate means to takas
—economic mwidx sceial and political conditicns equal fox the man and
. -Toxr. the woman, free abortion practiced undsr secure conditiens, .that
" tha state undertake the education cf the child. They are the 3 basic
condtlons for the creation cf conditions of the liveration of the woman
aud for the resolution'of the problen of ch!.lcl—rea.rlng.

. Here at this point, rei‘lec.tim; zn the problem of rh"ldren g edu- . -
cation, the edication cell of the FAP ray some gquestlons and some rorb-
lems, about which wé ourselves:haven't yet reiched a corclusion. srong
the experiences made in soclalist countries in relation to the child in
early infency, aome are very extreme and the problem that 1s posed In .
some of these countries of the vory premsiure geparation of the children
from the mothera im the sange of a greater productiun goes on to.give tad -
“results. : .

Toda.f mnany. psycho.osists 'olv.ce the p"ubl'n of 1n+.1mey between .
-'}'mothez: and ch’ld in the f:.rst neriod, a.m.l "chis is for us a- aerions ]:ro'llem

In a- country 11_‘:3 ours 111 whi.oh amnglng the institution of the

: "lr’gocmist systen will create inmiediate problems stemming from a. mﬂt

: ‘gtruggle’ of production, we can't be: withaut means 'thet are idealist and
“think in’'a perfactly ‘utopian progxam in relation to the necessities of

. grédcution, However, there are guestions w6 ‘posat how to concil;.ate .

~ determined facis aguired feom experience that say that there iz a very’.
-gtriet necessity of intimacy and of 13%e in comeen betwaen mother: and
child in the first: f:r_od. ‘now to -ceaciljiate that with ‘the nacessity }
"of work by the mother wnd father in. production the entire pericd. - These '
are rolemical euestions tha.t will be pnsed in that height/high level of '
‘ social st society. . ]
Aa f‘or the pa.rty, #e belleve that nelthexr ithrough the dictatﬂ“ahip
of the’ proietariat i3 a coclalist soclety, ihoesd will all the problems
by miracles or holy water be resolved at ihe cultml or noral lesvel auto
natically, : _
. C it isn't
mmqmd:;qc, e believe that mmbkir there is not ~ socialist society\
through the dictatorship of the prolstariat fhat by a miracle or holy
water will automatically renolve all the problams at the cultursl or
moral level, Also on this point we disagres with those organizations
and movements that in a mechanistic form sonsider that sutomatically,
the socialist revolution made and the power smized, these problioms will
b resolved. We understand that thesc problems, that is, the problems -
of takoos, of prejudices, are in such a2 way ingrained/rooted, that
greeratisns will be needed Zor some to disappear,

And aiso there are many conradiciions. ' There are many men who say:.)
they ara revolutlonmaries, und in many of thesc aspects they aren't. ‘
There ja = fignt to sluw Lown. We think that this filghi todow down
doesn't end by any meany with a aoomliat revolvhion, nor is radiecally
transformed wiih the transfermoilini| of the exonomlc-soclal structures,

We believe theax breate the recessary base bui nothing more. It's
necessary to begin a new fight for =z new culturs and new morality,
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As +o the actua.l stn.ggla thmue;h conerete and ob;]ectlve- immed.iafe _

* means, we think that onlv the transformation in the sobialist sense can
‘carry through the women‘s problem to resolution, Like at this moment
thsre are workers” (‘f'evendimtivs??) struggles to increase wages and in-
-Greass ho:lidnys, ‘8¢ tto you could nave concreie women's struggles through

_conerste means, Naturzlly, as much in the ona as in the other, it's Coe
necessary to constantly nave the revoluticnary parspective that only.
the total alteration of soclety can begln to resolve the problem and fha'c _ T

‘for a1l tna.t, vatdrms will net do it.

Lo . Just as much in some strugeles as in others, you have to fignt

", " for immediate objectives, for frze adortion, through determinate son~

' crete meany in ralaition to the womany but every mlnute fighting for -
them, kaeping in persnecx.ive that ocnly & globa.'l. ajteration can resclve .

i the prnblcm. S o . ‘ oo

vre cons-uer tt'at ‘thera are twa ways of being refomist: on ine one
; hand, ‘soce: *‘eminist movenents tha+ .gsarch for but an alteration on the ..
culturai. sad cha.uvi_..ist level, not putting as g-vund soétety at the level.
of " sf.:uctm'e; .on the other hand, certain. .organizations likewlse of damo—
eratie’ women who pakethe pm‘blem of -some reforms like equal wiges for
eoun.l ‘woxky without poqing ag ground the uhola system, ths entire: sociaty.
He ‘consldar ithe’ ‘oYie’ atd ‘tha’ other feformiat, and that only the Revolu’cio
wl 11 ‘tugin to resolve globa.l problems,:

. ‘1'd like ‘to’ make ‘some ( ‘;EImined) questiuns to the reapfeéeﬁﬁtlvgé‘
.vof the SP and MES, - ‘ - S

/,"

In reluticm to the MES representati»e who here spoka of the trang-
fomtton o the family in the sense of its turning into a revolutionery -
nicleus of svpport, I wish to ask how is it that xhe understands tha.t
that tranaformatinn can ha ziven,

The Family, fa.thar, mother, child.ren, uncias, aunts, are a conserva-
tive nucieus of the dominant ideology., How to transform this same nugleus
% being certain that that which 1a revolutionary is the confrontation be~ -
tween classes., How is it that he undesrstands, then, that that transfor-
mation can be given, .

Socia.l relat ong can't be left off from being transformed in the
senge of the family's disaprearing and in the sense of cresating other . ‘
types of community relations, other social types, throuzh mmvowax S el
mutual cholce, through (affectim??) through new valuse created after :
the 1libexation of the actuzl econaomic-social relations; it seems to us
that this is the revolutionary way to point out. To concerve the ac- S
tual family siructure in the sense of reform so that it be less conser- : i
vative or so that it e able to turn revclutionary, seems to us impos- : G
sible and therefore, I would like to ask the MES representative how 13 P
it he would do it. o

— o ' On the other hand, MES talks of organizatlions of counter-power at ‘.
£ the level of health, creating clinies where abortion would we free,
P .. Eventually, determined (shares???) of this §ype could be examples, but
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.

it nﬂesn't seen poasiblﬂ to us to create counter-pouer, once that
_health ¢linles, be they for akortion or destinél Ffor other ends, it
seems, to us--and thiz 1s conseguence of a éimcyasion within the
heslth cell of PiF=-~impoasible “to. practice sanitery activitles with-
out their beiny intepisl in a system of netional healin in & socialist

- saclety,. . This is concegquence of a prolonged discussion we had and

© BAGmE to us that it isn’t poassible to creete structures of counter-
¢ poder OF thia type on the nationa level, ‘

‘in reiation to the yosition of the SP, there isa matter with _
whish I agree, that ls when he talks of women and political o*ganiza-
tiona and at this table there are only two.

It's a terzible (consistency’?) that the political organizaticns,
the same as the revolutionary “ones, generally don't have women, much
dems in leadership, &nd when I crme here sald a militant of another
yrzanization, aai I Informed him that it's necessaryto make of libera-

tion mevement of militant women in poiitical organizations, 10 liberate -

ouruelves ‘Bfom the oppression of men in these organizations, Tais is.
* as much’znccdotal as anything else (??) because pecple lcok at the
dzily paners ‘snd maznzines end sce that the prolitical orgmnizations,
“thi saue as the ruvolutionary ones, rare]y have women. Hhat doea this

ﬁsignifyf

X make to: him within the riles of the ccloguim, 'is if he thinms thatv
.ihe’ actua] Po*tuguese conditions, economicwsocial and political, are
1dentical to those .of the Soviet Union and other socinlist cowntries y
‘when' thay made their revolutions and when what he calls’ hureaucratic
dictato:shipq were horn,  WUnderstanding that there. esre no abstract’

poli+ica1 “unctions separate from A determinats economic-social raalif?._?f
"I -ask 4T he understands that the cenditiéns here,. now existent; economici

and soeclal, percentage of workers, percentage of rural laboreree,: par-
centage of illiterates, politleal development, If. heé understands that
the positions are identical to those of those cowntries when tbat HhLuh
he calls bureauzratiﬂ dictatorships were bOrm.

ind if he also undersiend that in Portugal that course of- stages
‘has, alsc in the funcfinn of those economic-social condtionas, any via~
bility. Aud, finally, this second part of the question will give rise
to & dlscussion thet ends up heing political, deparing from the pivotal
‘and {enjoyable??!!) problem, .therefore, of knowing if he understands
-in general that the conditions are identieal, because I they are dif-
ferent, different things have to be generated,

% *

In relation to the questlion that was mada to me, we consider that
the women adn the worksrs should be side by side, as much in autonomous
organizations in the workplace, as in th2 -party organizatlon. The

principal struzsle in the struggle against the bourgevisie and therefore

.
.

- In relationf' “the position taken by Maie Cedete {SP),. the guestion'

&

-




6 do dam_o '

#

oyt

"'men and women have to be pa.ired/united in this stmgg;.e that ig the
prinicipal struggle. .

1

We undrrstavd vevertheless that there is a aspecific ztrugzle of o
. the women and the working youth ihat are particularly oppressed in this .
society and thervefore iixkx they heve a specific field of struggzle
there that ‘can juetify forms of oxga.nizat on for that concrete anc

specific struggle,

""’:' . : . . .' * o 'S . ) *. . *

"

.08 7. ( This pa:-agzaph Just cowlda't get:) :
IR To the proposition of sbortion problems come fxemxie for the-
table gaying in raspect fo.a .general serious poiitical discussion,
“is playing o iittle bit with the proposiilon of abortion to zo on
e djscussing these gneeral problems, like the Social Revolution, or
count er—muhﬂmq: powes, etc., and to he carrylng abertion inta
thia discussiﬂn, nevarhheless I Juvk won't. -gos . S

; In m.l.a.x:ion ‘bo 1egis‘la.1.10n, i.t's evident: -that aholishing it
;—3_:_ vely’ “and.’ simply is:pure euphemism. : And I think 1t°s:the ‘Hame -
rever.dica e a differe'zt legisla.tion, meanig by tnat 8 truggle

R

RPN As ta. the question that was* made to me relate:l wlth the ccser- ‘
C . vation of Cabral Fernorles: (1ecI) atout womer in tle- politica.l ua.rf'i.ea. .
"+ T go back to sa.ying that’ only the sotialist scclety wiil” create ground.s

. for the liberation of women; I state that that Liberation s.lso goes

: "through ‘the actions of women in political orgdnizations, S politica.l
milita.n'!'s, ac political leaders. 4 It's sxm__gtomai‘i_g@hink and:that " -

woic translates more than any othex thing of what ‘statex of development

- ot Portuguese swciety, the fact that in active Portuguese political

organi..fa.tions the wemen” havan t emerged as leadors.

oo

. i “think that, more than being a si,nple model ox refle.. of the
77 actual soci.ety of %ihe Portuguese women, tranala’ed into the organi«a.tions,
L the men haven't made 2 break within themselves with certain prejudices
P09 in relation to the tole of iromen and men, Ii's symptomatic that of the-
w77 1k parties that were legalized for going Into the elections, no women - "
e . appeaved as spokespersons {]lteral: bull-horns) cf these partles, .
N Tt's a colncidence, ond more., Ii's symptomatic of one thing more,
A o and in this respect I'm proud that in my party the spokesperscn is
[ o . a Woman.

et " o The reason why I appear to respond in public is because I beleng

o - ® . t0 the Politlcal Secretariat of the PB.'P/BR and within 'lhat Secrotariat
o T N it was voted that the spokesperson be myself, It grants that in inter-
Ry views, inguiries, etc. I come forth to respond in the name of the party,
- RETE .Jjust as determinate persons come forth in the name of MES or LCI. .
L . For me, as a militant of +the PRP/BR, T am proud that the gpokesperson

’ | be a woman, because that sesms to me a revoelutlonary position. L
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: In relation to wnat the represantativ.re of LOY said about the
.propo;. rtion of women at the table, I, to cite what has to have Dbeen
caild by the ‘31[’F evidentl; that demrnstra.teds that the 5P doean't
(see?iesin 'bex*) is con'bagim-.. y <hat ail the wrods he sajd’ (.s?..)
- 'Or.that the SP sald in velation to_the Women at this toble 23 far
. ®=z iz true andwhist, Cabral Fernandes (I0I) when he spoke ateut -

. the. woman of. Maxlo Soa.res was ready to let himgelf be carried into
‘some dama.goge:ry, as the assembly 1s totally ageinst the SP and thic
‘unieon has to reflect itself againsi my interventicn. I fing 1t
‘perfectly demagoglc, I didn't speak of anything else, I spoke of
the position of owmen at the ta‘b"e.

‘ As o geruslity and the youth, we think that the Soclalk st
. Bevolution should create conditions so tha + the fanlly aa the
) socta‘* call rap;dly disappea.n. . : ‘

‘In this sence we defeénd the determinate msang that I pointed
out very quickly: the elderly won't be economically tied s the .
family,. children won't be ecnomic-dependents of e fanlies, thm
. housing- A ‘be thﬂughf of in reférence to the commuiity, like my
coll-:-tive and not the family eell, - industrial and agricultural pro-
Eion. ui..:. be -thought of in the community senge and not in the '
_famil!...c ‘sense, - And we think thax in a few months conditions will .
ha. nraatgd t‘r.'r e, soc‘ﬂ tv'arqfom ::m et rel..tio'm _:ao..g people.~ Lo

. In ‘relation’ to the youth, we've a.lmad.y had. a djécaseion in
,"the "bosom“ of the party and we think the. followings genemlly S
E “the ideological 2spect.of woman a.nd o
“man is,put: gre&tly in ev.ldence, but. 1t'zs fixed in Flace on the slde -
- . of 'the aspect of pleasure, snd- we' think that. the so-called sexual
- education is & hyprocritcal educmtion that is' int«-ndad to try and -
- hide 'hhe 'ba.boos. ‘

For the othar s.l.de of thia education you ha.ve to have material
conditions so- thet the youth have sexunl relations, simultaneously’
with spreading the possibilities of birth-contrel. The problem of
aboxrtion in youth iz also a very serticular problem, since it's in
‘the more gpesific conditions either throcsh the impulses of sexual
relations or through age. The majority of youth ars not warned
about contraception., And we are ready to think that if brith control
methods are a radical form, we think it's dealt with in a hypocritical
form because the major part of youth begin by havi_ng ocecasional relations
be“ore the settls dowm definitively.

‘ He thir.;c thiat s1) this is only possible if the :,routh were to have
economic independence, because if they're econonlc dependants of the
parents, none of this is possible, being subject te ihio cultural and
mor'l rressure of the pa.rents.

In relation tothe period of ges’ca'bton, it was discussed--and it
isn't ¢ partisan position, it's the position of the group that discussed
it--it wms thought in 3 months, considering post-partum necessities
are greatest in 3 months, and that the necessities of evoluiion of a
country like Portugal to turn itself soclailst are gxeat.and neither
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the father nor mother can 'be Alspensed with for a longer time.

In a nore detaliled: conversation the hypothesis waa pozed of, at
the end of 3 munths, a gradim] system be adopted of the mother or
fa.'char mﬂdr_g part-time uvntil the infant raaches 6 months,

¥+ . - » . '

e

: - It geems to me tha.t in this last Tound of 1ntervention
on ohe pavt of thepublic {guestions from the audience), tie clari-
fication of the Aifforent paxties hasn’t been askad properly, and
 without varlnus persons taking 2 poaition in the face of problems
- in the discussion. It seems toms also- that some of tness people
mﬂl&v. as preterf, ‘for: thelr taking a position, afivhai 1ons_th_a.t

' T reallty here don't form activitles ommghodieogrxyinx, by the -
" parties.” Tims o say that here xeforpist postions weere hapdly 'ba.:an

_or ottly econonlc soluiticns were 2dvaneced 1s vhatever.thing .that doesn't
‘hive fagt o a head,. because gond or bad, with divergencieq or withnut
divergencies, _more tha.n ene organizaticn hers present puis that. asg
Emund (ll.) ‘ KT - e R . _
In :re]ation tothe posi‘bion of tha PRP in respact to tka.lng houaas- ;
for. cli:ﬂ.s, we' m-.vre ‘of fictively & position as a pirty. - He think: tha.
PELE TR impossibla to’ make & ‘cpapble medicine withoub the- auxil.s.a.ry_; .
oy infrs.structura .of. diae:nostlcs, without x-ray and without cnalysls,’ even
.. without ‘talking about medications, ~We:think- that it's deceiving 'i'he
_ public 15 affirm that the simpli existenced of ‘a house with eventual ...
’ '; t2bles aoross which will sit eventual noctoro, can regolva any pro’alem
“of }-ea.l-hh.. We don't align with the selzing of =lintcs-and in concrete.
. ‘cases, like that of Farrelro,: In which the CP invited us to occupy
*- joimtly I Jmow what was occupled (77). Once that house didn't have
any possi‘bili'bies of resources with those means and in this movement,
: _not even having doctors, nothing happened with the house, we refused
~"and considered {t adventurism and we made a communisue o this effect, .
. Only with the Soclalist Revolutlon #11) the problem of health he resolved..

As to the praciice 6f womén in revolutionary organizations, we think =~ "
~that the revolutionary practice of women
has to be concretized. When one speaks of weapons in hand at thls moment
_in which there is a confrontation with the bourgeoisle, weapons in hand
means weapons in hand, and weapons in hand is a concrete thing, like -
plstols, machine guns, ete. that women: should have in hand, - During
I years there were women in the Revolutionary Brigades that went with
weapons in hand aad with bombs- in hand, - We think that that is a concrete
practice tn do now. . .

(Atéthe)eml, some back end forth from Carlos Ani une.;:. a lesder of PRP
pi26 ff




