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George Lichtheim's "Marx· and the Asiatic .!4ode of Production" 

I While QLis,cquite ziJiOi\i. ambivalent A.nc'. -takes too long 
a time to praise W~~fogel, he is actually ~uite superior on Marx 
precisely on the Asiatic. Mode of Production, anc. only a·c the 

·;·I end to you see there is a difference si nee he considers the 
. Ge:r.:nan de'lelopmcmt to. ·oe so superior as to be both Western · 

and eeiE/P.cially German, soli. will stick not to the in~a;ocluctio/( 
fJr th!Vm1Clus!on r,ut what -sum~ up as 1!21 i. On (Pre-
capitalist Formations lon before it was published;'--in a 

. word; his translation from i;he Grundrisse .~nii'"l!lll differs 
.. irom the English translatic.-n, He begins to bring out all 

there ie' in. Marx o~. £.!> Asiatic mode of production, GL . 
:first 'j:ao~;lell the. _853 article"' to the NY Herald Tribune and 

. it 's.tOJ!);y after. t_bii: ,in .l'!hich he dismisses a ~..J:l.e.~~-a.s. i:f 
it .werr-o:nl:rJiiurn.alisni that·:he ·come•;- i;o +.he.Grundrisse,.) · 

: Tio~1eve:r., it ian'·~ true that the description in the ea:i:'ly 
50s fa easily' dismissed, And he himself, for example, places 

. ·. ':very )1igh both Engels' remark on the Oriental government 

.·., 'having only three departments and Marx's use. of it on a very 
high plane, (See '0, 89.) . '· · :. · ____ · ,: · 
.. , ' ' - - . ' --·--- ----

~ .. ' 
The situation in relation to ~governing_villagee . 

is_llkewise totally accepted._rej>eating Marx/a expressio'!!L h)~1 
(, l/ilino:ffens1vethc.ugh--tney--,nay ~pj;e-a:;;·-h~<!-_iil,w~:l's:·beelCtine·-soi1)1 r_-!,;/ 
· _,~undation of oriental despotJ.sm~l .. --wh1ch is exa-ctly-the- way /.r 

j,t l:iFexpr~d--1-n-1857-;--:F!Eire is is p. 90, -

1 ~'hereas it is true that the centralized despotism 
arose :from the need to provide artificual irrigation , Glr by 
no means makes that the never-ending cen-tral point, as does' 
Witfogel whom he criticizes also :for unddrestimating how 
grea1# a theory Marx made o:f it as against the journalistic 
w:r.J:.tfri;r/ which was supposedly his foundation. 

In going over to the cei:erpoint on-.. the. 9rundrisse,____ 
h ~ ps emphasizing tha cgpipa gQnstitutes 1/3 of t~~-hum.an 

. It 1 s here (p, that he begins-gathering· all: the 
s of Harlk' s t eoretical arguments. 

--~-· @ --- Though GL' s reference to pages on Chine. do 
not agree, the dates from the NYDaily Tribune will give you .- • 
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0 On that page too he 
of human rleve1op~ent. ftn. 19 on 
Engelo_. ---""" 

still.the_key 
~ t~h'\"'brence o:f 

bS:ifjgs th~ riu.,/ epochs~
p.'94 cont ~Ks Marx to 

c;~- \ I 
'4:1_ p. 97.Jl.Il,.aho.m~.. how ~n_(t;.jl~.,.;la50s when Marx was , . 

alraad_ y workTilT on\Capi~', . HE lE~- TO THE THE~lE OF TilE ;' ! 
l8'5J ARTICLES Ill ,] ,. j 'We now find him," GL says of Marx, i 
'~l.irk!!JJLO_l}_ ~J:!E> _!lt_!\)Ji' .... L of the a!Jc_j,e_!?j; _v:_ill~~- _ c~~UD!_Bes _

1 
/ 

.!n a manner__:;l_llggel'_1;ing that he saw some genuine· v>.r'f.ue in i:hei!:a,-!. 
jiiHiil!:iarc-,node o'f life~---Artne··a·ame ·ttme-;llis-·hoHtlJ.rt'y-to ·--- J ; 
~tlillsiil''haaa·eepened. ~!his is ~1orth stressing as a qualifi"'j / 
-- catf.on that he had by the 1860s loat some o.f his early · 

1 revolutionary ardor." (p. 98). . 

, From p. 100 on (\L, goes to 'the Grundriss~~aki ng sure 
. on •P• 106, f_:l;ri .... 6:.L, __ n0j; __ onJ.y_to.-pr,a-i-se--;-1;f asc...!'am~g the ~')I 
Q.~ant·and incisive of Mar~!~-~:tti_ngs 1, but he i!Tsosays · 

. . ·• <::.:Ma-rx-:~! pa Led'~-sd<lelil~-o;t:::l'lha':L.l>l.eber._hE.d .. to_ say on . 
-~--'-Orient~_l_society,,~a.na·nadl.tbeen published in 1900 instead 

/--· · of 1940-'"one may suppose that_ Max Weber and his school would 
.. ~--~ave found ~n more reason. for. relating themselves to Mar._x's researches. 11 ~ • -

~ · ''~"'\.\-,01).· i_92.).in _ _g~er1ng~l1 j;lle strands -in Harx., 
~ ~~~ly ··ah s ()l.ow ,histoELP,r,~.Illiil!!ote!Ol\ over everything,: 
:(._f' n then 'he :tlu·ows in also"'iffi'tli'olog;y." , . 1•_ 

~ p. 104 is where he developes Marx's concent of' 
'As'iatic-liTs't"§!~-i!l"fl. kJnd-.oLindifferent union"ortown !l.na 

»Tr--...ft<llO],!lltry,_'!r-rrow. · d~:~rad to begin singl-ing -ou:I:·--German is il 
eyond me. 
\ p. 10 he comes to the letter to Zasuli j;_c}l and j¥. t when he is finally going to reach a Cn_ear- pol.n'ij' A to 

my point of view he .ends by being so enamored of European 
de elopment with a <''dia:Le.~tt·±n-.o~ _ _J..t~, to wl!ich there 
L 1 no parallel ln brien'CaTlirstory11 · ·tJiat it is clear ha is 
j ping off the deep end. 

-~-----.... 
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