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Cctober 20, 1980

Dear Raya,

I finmlly had a ¢hance to pgo through ’cue Sorge papers a.t: the NIFL.
thile they are very inieresting, in that one can see there original copies
of letters in Harx's own band, as well as letters from Engels and other

socialists to Sorpge, all of the letters from Marx sppear to have been
slrendy imzx included in Marm:'s Collected Vorks in German. Tihat I could
tell by looking at the dates and the signaturec on the letters; trying
“to read the actual handwriting was quite another mabtter, even in the
one or two cagses vhere Mary wrote in Inglish. Then I compared that with
a list I had made of the Marx-Sorge Correspondence from thexMsdk larx-FEncels
Werke., All of the letters in the Sorge papers appeared in the HEM.
' The rest of the Sorpge papers coneist mainly of various leaflets
from the socialist movement in the U.S. in the period after 1870, besides
the letters from people.such as Dietzgen, John Phillips, Weitling, and Becker.
S5ince photnstatting was very expensive, I instead copied out a few

-+ of the more interesting leaflets, which I have typed up separately.

.. Pemgex Perhaps, you might want to consider getiing a photostat of thm

. ,-_orie of Harx's actual letters or mzx of ope of these leaileis for use

. ag'an illustration in the new.boolt. This cosis 5;.00 per page.

o ‘I 'also got licld of Latiers to Americans by Marx and Engels, put out
. by International.. After comparing the texts there writiten to Sorge with
the MEW, it appears that the ovorvwhelming majority of thoss texis diu .
a.ppear in the International Eaglish iransiation. -Hoerever, I am still

‘going over all of that in more detail.

I have mmixximedx enclosed & xerox copy of the table of contents

of the :6 volumes ‘of the YEM: which deal with the period 1870-1883, so
" you coan ® ses dooor the whole of what they have Xmmmx there for- yourself.
I've put an a=terirdcc asterisk next to those of the Rempeximnmc letters
to Sorge which are already in the English mmhe langnage collection; and
in & few places indicated where there were deletions. While many of

the. deletions eppear to be on items like the hEmx health of Marx and

his family, ete., there appears to have been somne pruniag also of-

Marx'se remarks on mome kumwx theoreticnl questions which they mx prubably
imx thought were too academic. There is at most about 10 pages of material
writben {o Sorge that is not skx already in Euglish, Femex And while
many x critiques »f Balunin are left in the NEX }MEV letters, ¥k there

is some materisi on different fendencies and critiques of them which-is
left out, but 1 cannot yet tell you vhat that is in detail. They seenm
also auntomatically to include anything on Ruszia, but not necessaril
material on the European ruvement, at least in the Englich cdition.'gm
<a56 thiz has boen muddled. let me nake c.'_ear that t1~e MEV does contain
the full texts Jf the lebters.) -

T will keep working on this tom see whal exactly the S‘I:al:m:.stb
left out of their trumsletion of the Marx-Sorge correspondence, but at
this point it domex doss not look like enough material to build an
entire theoretical article arcund, and surely the Letlers lo Americane
is no longer new to anyone, laomi having been in print for many years.

Vhen I spoke with Heintje T 21zo discussed with her the idea of
Teru and 1 zoing up there for a weekend sometime this fall. Vhile I'm
sure Xxmoore Mike will have ammx some things for me %o do up there, let
re kncw if there's anything I can do for you in ilibraries or archives
in semmaction with the new book, which would of course take precedsnce.

A you can see from the ahove, my Germen is such uiiat L do not fead
very sure of what T am reading on theory, Exyeex eszpecially when it is Harx
himself. But vhat better incentive to Imger improve it sk thon mxmx to

read Maxx! | Best, L\/,;\.\, 145 91

ad Rosa Lot
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From the F.A. Sorge Papers at the Wew York Fublic Library: égkﬂﬁil Syt R
0 Tuke o Tapo Gy ht

Resvlutions of the political sction of the International Vorlkingmen's
Aissociation, adopted by the Congress held at Philadelphia, on the 1ith,
12thy and 13th April, 1874 . '
Considering: 'Thai the emancijation of the working classes must bo
conguered by the workinpren themselves.™ :

The Congress of the Horth: Americain Federation has resolved:

~ The North American Federation rejects all co-operation and cennection
with the political parvies formed by the noscescing ¢lasses, vhether they
call themselves Republicans or Democrats, or Independents, or Liberals,
or Fatrons of Industry, or Patrons of Liusbandry(Grangers), or Reformers,
or vhatever name they may adopt. Consequently, no member of the Faderation
can belong any longzr to such & party, and whosoever .nay accept a place
or position of one of these parties, without teing authorized hy this
Section and by the Fodernl Council, will be suspendad during the tine
he keeps this place or position.

. The political action of the Foderation confinas itself Henerally to the
endeavor of obtaining legislative acts in the interest of the working class
Iroper, and alvays in a manner to distinguish and separate the vorkingmen's.
party from all the political parties of the vossessing classas.

.t . As proper subjocts of such legislative action may be considered: ‘The
normal working day, the responsibility of all employers in cese of accidents,
. the securing of vmges, the abolition of the working of children in
wanufactories, sanitary measures, the establishimen: of bureaus of statistics
“of labor, the abolition of all indirect taxes. . :

" The Federation will not enter into a truly political campaign or .-
election movement bifore being strong enough to exercise a percentible .
inflnence, and then, in the first place, on the field of the municipality,

- town or city(commume), whence this political movement may be transferred
to the larger commnities(Counties, States, United Stateg) according to
circumsiances, and always in conformity with the Congress Resoluiions., -

It is evident that during such a municipal or communal movement, demands

of a purely local character may be put forth, but these demands must not
be contrary in anything to the general demands, and they are to be
approved by the Federal Council.

Conzidoring: “That economical emanzipation of the workingmen is the

great end fo vhich every political movement cught to be subordinated as
& meansg." -

The Congress of the North Americun Federation reiterates its adhesion
to an unqualified approval of the following resclutions of the Congress
at the Iague:

"In its struggle against the collective power of the prevertied classes,
"the working class cannut act as a class except by conscatuting iteelf
into a politieal party, distinct from, and opposed to &ll old part<as
Yformed by the propertied classes. The constitution of the worlking
"elass into a political party is indisrzensalle in erder to insure the
"iriumph of the social revolution, and of its ultimate end, the
Ygoolition of clesses,®

"The combination of forcees which thd worlking ¢lass has already effected
by its economical struggles ought at the same time to serve as a lever
"for its strugsles against the political power of landlords and capitalists."
"The lords of land and the lords of ecapital will alwvays use their political.
privilezes for the defense and perpetuntion of their eccnomical '
"moncpolies, and for the enslivement of labor. The conguest of o
"poiitical power hao thierefore become the great duty of the working
Mclass.” .
and the Congresa of Philadelphia adds here:
"(torn off poster)...the corruption of the precent politicel portiesy
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‘_lo'th'ar. excerpts from leaflets in the ¥.A.Sorge vapers:

-3, '"There's. a Jan. 26, 1973 Open Letter from the Goneral Council of the
IWA to American workers. It is signed F.J. Bertrand, F..Bolte, C. Garl,
8. Dereure, Fornaccieri, S. Havanagh, ¢.F. Laursl, H. Leviele, F.A.Scrge,
C. Speyer, E.F. 5t. Clair. . . o
It gives some principles of the TWA, especially on the need for an
international organizetion of labor, as the following from page 2t '

' "That there is an internatinnal understanding amongst the capitalists
in exploitation and oppression of thé working class.and that for this
resson the zfforte of resistance wade by the vorking people have mostly.
failed for want of solidarity betwesn the manifold divisions of labor
in edch couniry;.ond from the absence of a fraternal bind of union betwecn
the working classes of the different countrietjeees" :

‘

2, Tnera's alse a flier with no date but apparently 1870 on calling

. a meeting at Coovper Union vhere French and German workers are to speak
out against wer. aud cspecially Prussiz. This was to have been held
N_o'vem‘ber 19, 187V, The fiier reproduces some sentences from the

" manifesto of the 1ML Tts firet line in boldface is: 'Workers of

hand and brain unite.’” : . : ' '




MASS
. ‘ of the
Working People of the l4th Ward, 1lst District

. Friday, Dec. 12, at 8 o'clock P.l.
AT THE

.Y, Casino, 51-55 B. Houston 5%.

'Féilow Workingmen. The Winter is only beginning, and :rom
_ca#ges we could izot_avoid; nearly all employmeni has already been
o '.éhsf«a_nd.ed._ Cold énd_hunéer are staring in our facés; and nobddy”
i’; .;_;an“é_el'l.,_ how.leng the misery will last. |
7 '. ‘.Nob;c‘ly wifl.;l.,.attémpt to help you, if you don‘t do scmething
ycursel:f.‘. It is_certainly nov the\.\time‘, that“you meet to c':onsider,"'

“ how the darlt prospects of the coming months are to be mot.

Therefore do not fail to atiend this magsmeeting.

Come one, come alll

The greatest .gocd Tor the greatest number,'

Not of dollars, but nf people!

A RDMBER OF WORKINGMEN

(This was . issucd in 1873, with a slightly different German text

- mn. tha mavrans
SR R4S VLIS




