'aise tha questi&n of Women s Liberation as an 1ﬂea whoma

‘Iftime'has come A altogethar tou bela’tedly. cons:.dering, the far‘t

““;]tndtit.has, in fact. been around for cpnturiesA thev atress

£ revolut n, and it thus disregards women' ag well 'y es-f.‘
et = and. independent: .
ciaIly Rosa Luxemburg, who did not ‘make ¥ catezory of
olitical ’

'hé WLM thusnot me“ely 1eft out of view the greatest woman
: ‘for

'*_,revolutionary theoretlcian but left oﬁt/itself a sense of

; . future?
.;historic achievement and present direction. LIt is for thi

‘-reason, that I will row break the chronological order oi the

4 *analysis of Luxemburg. and while beginning at the first :
sign of a difference“of man/hoﬁan rolatiohshipin her own -
;'reiatlonshlp with a colleague and lover, Jogiches, I will
actUally go up to World War I before returning to tﬁge%:rning
point in hieuory the Russian Revolution -~ in relationa"
-."with tne German Social Lemocracy leadership and in m

analysis of the rnvolutiun. when all the tendencies in ﬁxxx




ere s
AR
:m:‘u".‘.’!-ﬁ‘a C

mon—%etween Rosa a.ﬁd Jdgicheﬂ

gim ..nga of'a-' epa:.‘at n. mL.ch l‘é‘és that it waa ralated to her

FHEII]

mh'. h‘indeigh‘iﬁ S5 Yo peer that
/all -one has to do/ia scontrast the firat

“-'-"-wha.ch
: 1¢339/reveale a nuite different attitude. where she takes

‘evan on the organiza+iona1 quesfion .‘ which was his

R E Y T T Y




BEahY

7 quusstion of either jealousy or need fora narmanent relationnhip
']Qwi+h 8 aing ry peraon -~ is the! ;ﬂ!ﬁﬁ‘object tve situation._‘Itf
3;15 8 fact that wheraaa when Lux mburg end-Jogiches*first met}

in Zurleh - revoiutionary -
/hnd became both/bolleagues and* lovers , Jogichea was the

rt'
pericnced revolut;onary and tho nore mature in mas y

?'stionB.A She staﬂted from the very beglnning as

eveils all-thisg; tb*Jogi“H
_EQEEEwQE_EEEQIution

is evident not just in the personal dlfferences that suddenly'
ariae between theti.. but in her view of her own role. Read
1 thias_

"I fesel in a word, the need, as Heine would say, to 'say somethi:
great?, It ia the form of writing that displeases me, I feel
that within me thare is maturing a completely new and original
form which dispenses with the vsual formuias and patterns and
breaks ther dowm and which will convince people -~ naturally
through force of mind and conviotlion and not Just propaganda,

I badly need to write Iin such a way as to act on people like a
thunderclap, to grip them by the haad =« not of course through
daclarstion, but by the brezdth of outlook the power of couvice
tion, ani the strong impressions that T make on them, But how,
what, where? I don’t know yel, tut I toll you that I feel with
utter certainty that something is there, that scmething will be




Kr-' .
! .-

o Ho‘v can mnvone. after su..h an evpre:.ﬂion. write of‘ S
one who

ner as one who was interested only in- tac'cics andg, /"made ne

rpretanse" ‘co profound polit:.cal think:.pg -mueh less

B
bovrgﬁov.sif,,r vgialectic as a career Yet, that is e
what pernea'bes most of the writing orﬁ-. tenburg by. I am sOXTry

'I:o say, the ma]e bmgx-aphers, whether that person mmb

devotes no "ess than 92? peges a5 did Gilberys Badia in

I. tem g; Jour "naliste, Pg.lemiste. Revolutionaire {Paxisi

Edi.’tim s .aocia ies,, 1075) or whether it 1s one who merely
2 , v

introduueslher writingeu 1i.ke Dick Howard.

‘wha't from her expariences and- theoriea are eseential in working '.'

)

ary theory for our own age. ‘l'here is no :

‘_It is fantastzc that even someone as objec'ta.ve asg Ne‘t:tlD

'm.the author’ of the most comprchenmve biography of
, Luxemburg ML HERS MY S 1n the process of proving
-that I.uxemburg built nc system and though giving -full credit.
to “tha origmality of 'bhe theory of Accumulation of Capital -
- ihe ARRENEY: ertitle owmiEe-the chaptera&uudc
- as’ a Careor ghe {irst develops her theory agalnst -
= _ertheless, 2) end the book with = (p.786) »as

. Q:'A great deal more annoying in this down-playing of
Tuxemburg as a ‘theoretlcian by .male bicgraphers who seem
verv much +to have monopolized the field of *Tuxsmburgien" is
the New Lef+t, who certainly should have no rpretense
of thoeretical ‘originality, as the whtle was very wall summed
up by Cohn-Bendit when he said theory could be picked up "en
route”. Yet here is Dick Howerd with hie SelectedX¥¥XEIngs /...

P PN ...




‘

more signi:icant event for this purpose than the
Pongress wbere he“ Speechen paralle’ed and often were pitted
agalnst revolatiunarigs of equal stauuna -from Plekhanov to
‘ Trotsky and from Martov to Ienxn.'~£gnian ,g'::sIQ',, B
W with some not-do-subtle . male chauvinism by

riekhanov rearing its haad direetlv ang evasivgnesa from the

they acted ‘ag: one 1n an even more important obdective o

- the réﬁoiutzon itaﬂf‘--;aftpr the Poliah party grew v

Here is what did happen. Jogiches had gone to Poland
at'the outbreak of the Rupsian revelution, and was most actlva
._:there. But evidently he was not encouraglng Luxemburg to lﬂav
qf;Germany. The German _comrades, in turn. likewise were expressing
“the g“nai dangor she would encounter and as if that were not
_enough also strassing that those dangers would be especially
‘harmful to her as woman; All of this led to Luxemburg getting
on a train and elegraph;ng Jogiches not any questions but

the mere statement("I'm arriving 2 pheeses,)

Once there, ghe whirlwind of activties was endlass, There <

was noth*ng Luxembure didn't do from writing to . talking to
participating in strikes, .demonstrations, and orggnizational

work, Tﬁaf is to say, the overnightgrowth of the-Partylfurther




R convinced her that ary izetion. fa.r fr@,r‘ ngxggx_ being

B admina‘c'*a.tive' work wee uhe outcomn of ra 'l'utionary theory. )
evclutionar-y continuity.‘ spontenai*l.:, oi‘ the masses, S'hé .
was. indeed. 'to baild her whole new theory of, Mess Strike on
this mwzmv olemental outourst._ At the same timse; being
a courggeous woman, 1t wasn't cnly that the General atrike |
was beco‘ning rot just economic but pollticdl, bui that it

s in fact the" perumx prolog“-xe o rovolution, neelf.

And it was +he essence not juet to write but to see thawy

i'l', get published and distribu}aﬂé 511: ias not oil*hof -the | i :
t clear M¥ wit gun:.nhand'co

ques-l-._u.on for her to nwm{any publiehe" who. refueed

-

thought the revolution had ‘oeen totelly destroyad when they
iwere imprisoned. She happaned to Wiﬁ ha.ve been re-
ieased earlier than Joggichee. When she came out of nrison she
proceerﬁ’lcllirectly to ’irr Ku%ola. r inland. to meet wi+h the
Bolshev1ks -~ Lenin, "inov:l.ev, -- for very. in- .-
tensive discussion of the revolution - and they % indeed.
Bee eye -to aye on the revolut...on. And each proceeded 1‘0

single out what they considered the greatest ahhievement -and -

what would become ground for future revolutions., IF was in :
created her concept

these heady circumstances and company that she HEUTHXXHMX

" Mass Strike.pPEE¥NIXXYX It was this period of her greatest

achievmante both in an actual revolution and a theory of.

revo]utlon and new relntions with the Bolsheviks (the Polish

Party joined the Bolsheviks in 1906) ———rwoommem




and Luxemhurg.'rlnra ZGtkin, Angels Balaban&ﬂh. Alexandra
Kolﬂﬂntai. not only met as part of the Cengress. T 1
The. 1910 toﬂu yeers, just when she broke with KXKEMEXEXY
Kautsky and even lelt ﬁ*e party achonl for xeveral 1ntenuive
campaigna on suffrage. she was definitely involved in
*aotivities around women, As she’ expressed it to Louise

'Kautuky in a 1etter Aug. 3911 (lRters to LK p. 164):" Are

-u--—__-»-.- e

you going to the Women's confarence? Just imagine, I hava

become a Jeminist! I received a credent al far the Congress..'

March'19{ 1911. along with ths speech on’ sufx;qge (uzck nouarux

- BRI grleonJ
0 r en 8, most of

I

fexciting ‘ot all - and it's that which shows her wide reading‘
: over many. many years* -~ is in the 1etter to @%ﬁilda Wurmlﬂ(p.

S : Y
e " L |

T.swear to‘you. 1ét me -once get out of prison and I hhéll

hur* and disperse youzr company of singing toads with, trumpet.

' whips and bloodhounds =~ I wanted to say like Pent hesileaﬂ. bﬁt
then by God you are no Achillee. Had enough of my Naw Year_s,'
graeting? Then gee to it that you remain a human being. '
be human {8 the maein thing, and that means to be strong and
ulear and of good cheer in spite and because of everything, for
tears are the preoccupation of weakness, To be human means.

throwing'onésF life '‘one the gcales of destiny' if need be..."

&

(see next page‘) , ‘ 14766




* She waa not qu:tp 16 when she redd ‘Morgan'a Ancient Sccietv\ :
'fanehrgﬁgﬁngﬁseqt in cncient sociaty and “the role of women' per-

years
‘ sisted /é"en thougy she was always subordinating it to revolu- -

.:tlbﬂ. “ JE;*&{Hﬁ;n she’ camp to Sw¢tzsrland ami the
o AR waes -

. ”diacuesiun m among aoc:.al’- sts ‘ A-both on Babel 's homan
"gnd §ocga“ism ard Engels' Origln of the Fam;;x 28 well as

s great exoitement over Ibsen s plays. espeﬁially Do‘l'gh Houeél

Thcugh she adamantlj refused. o be*ﬁfﬁ

nomen‘ work. it is clsa; f“am hu; 16

Thﬂre is no doubt that whether it vias the revolvt*on of
: 1905, which called for full locial ‘eponomic and political
:feqqality for women, or it was the sufrage campaign in 1911-12
in Germany, or it was litgxatura, {she quotes Virginia Woolf;..)_:
“or her own letters from prison, there is a great deal to learn
from hef_onjthe woman question iq which shé seemed to be leaat
interested; . How foclish, therefore, to hear XKX a debate —
on the guestion ‘that the reference tc the Aimazon gueeen, Pentheselié

was not so much to the Greek legend ac to the modern play by
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as history'and legend above all character, couragaoua
tha+ be it Pontheslea of the Greeks or the~modarn3

xiﬁerator.

- and in the anti-war

majoriﬁy -




