outbmk of WWI very nnrly m led RL to m:icido.

olu't.ion at mcq laced tha%w. the%or ime—
o dig‘:mctims Nﬂi ’ the molutiomry muvmn A z—
as npidly as tha antiwar work itself, i Tha RL ‘
" we and very nearl;y all anti-war Marxists -~ were so n.nxious to end

hed
the Bhughtat_'-t)hat they Lhe antiwar work center around "the siruggle

n e

for peace"’, 7‘[1/@:1::,\ the other hard ~- mﬂ—he—m.s.m-anl;r-wrmg—
84 eroond "tum the imperialist war into a civil wu'-,{(%he

- other distinctive point between RL and VIL ~- the wer made it impossible
to know each other's views -- was that RL felt that since the corruption

" seoped into even the S ranks, the imperative was to undergo "z ruthless
self-criticisr” LEGOVUPRRUWIEINEN: , o thorough purificetion which
would reconnect the SD with the. revolutionary ﬁs.r;/flanin. on the

other ha.ru:l far fron beine concerned w:\th sny purification of the

was so thoroughly finished with it as to make no disinction whatever

%ﬂf“"
am-'lcph.ﬂesaphic——fomdatim by Vi

ol
WO,
from which Marx arose./\@ &T‘E{lew in her hands as she

workod out har snti-war thesis was The Class Struazles in I"rance.
RS fr—y o s \golution.-
\*‘utress placed on Ahe fect that the w te class war cannot be achieved

/‘(fll owithin national ‘boundaries” .., The revolution thet will J here find not
its end, but its organizet '-3’/ beginning, is no short-lived one. The
present generation is like the Jews who wers 1led by Moses through the

wildarnesz. Not only must it conquer a new worid, it must go down to

make way for those who will be better adle te cope with its problems,”
(IDO](G!'| P 193)
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145 erd, but its orpanizet@ berinnings 45 no short-lived ohe.
by Moses shrouyh the

ant genera‘i.‘ion

ews who were 1ed

15 1like the J
down to

pres
it must go

wildermess. }ot only

must 4t congue™ a nmw world,
- meke way for +hosae Who will he petier able to cope Wiilh its problems."
(Looker, P+ )
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VJ.,,:

The book that VIL held in his band as he gmpplid with !:Iegel'

Science of lopic was Marx's Capitel , and the stress was on the” ™D
Yllogistic
an -Aha/bnnkﬂown

of any separstion betwnen objact ve md subjective , g0 that a &k e'd‘.l{
,ﬁé ¢
not’ s '

:‘J‘ , = bffy {v | &ro 6E 4
Glalectic get 10:! him to concluwde {hat
Capital beceuse it was impozsible to understand
ﬂxnhﬂ

@ And because that wars so, what Lenin was singling
out 4n r'.‘he so?.f-detemimtion of the Id62 as-weli-us—$he solf-determination
of m+iori;_£s. was a new beginning gm‘t’r would first datom.’me the end

/

o LY
and wo'u..d ba xsapnrable fram /(~

RL' The Crisis in the SD, signed"Junius" -
resched lenin == he did not knmr was RL ~= he pﬁé it highly as

the first prancipled anti-war stitement out of Germany, but also eriticized
. st -
it, not for its opposition to solf—c}etemination of nq&ims’,
¢ - £ )
but fe-:.:l.m—-hﬂung opport&’n*ism diracily to chauvinism

even though the suthor was sc great and clearly us.’mg the world ”capitulation”,

"ecollapse”, "ireachary of official lea.ders" .,-!Phﬁ dion lis seemed to

be asking was how ean °w / wafitor” without opening attacking
. _ e 2 =

KIENNeS. Kauts The-TXIA reascn for Opposing ‘

P
/ "national wars are no longer possible in the .wéoat/'{era) of this un-

bridled irperialism” dis that thet ignorecrthe matioral movemenid™ againgt
imperialism ") in a word, his new begimning, %;dm 6ialectic of

every phenomenon to bs trmq‘:ﬁ:md into its opposite which he econsidsred
"the hasic proposition of Marx's dialectic,®

14854
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The m sharpest point of dﬁ.fferenca 45, of course, the question
proscience

of transforming imperialist war into civil war,, end VIL's \m-
(_.-\‘-'1'0. (hﬂ'ﬁ"" ’b p—fﬂ[‘v‘-‘ &‘-ﬁlﬁ ""t'—'-ff(f o
zﬁ)&rRL's 'ﬂlﬁﬁ-ﬂ" n class st.r*f'glslgvmn &.—ho axprosses

-i ¥
11:.’ l?f’"t'.‘iv"_l Jwar apsinat the bourgeoisie 1s also a furm of class
\
strugglel, and fonly this Torm of cluss strugégl, would have saved Europo

{(tke vhole of E,rope not enly ons country)."

) ek
'.Lf.' 7 %he Junius pamphlat set m ground for, t.h.a* part of the uwement ‘{ ﬁ‘ -
R N A ~rae g Forw 5 AT
that had not capitulated & _ : a~m‘$par cus movamentu

&, 4‘ Le
s usual with her scrupulousness -SRESMNRER Lythe search for eccnomic n ,., :f

r;:ots, shs not mly axposed a gxrit dea.l aboutl imperialisxr s profits, btut pr Lé’i"
o 5 ”7&

ned N\
the political w#mﬁw" ca g\ a.ttmtion to the “act that when, in the

du.msr of 1911, German imperinlism had sent the g\mboat. Panther sailing

. into Morocce, XX it had ne}rlv n.lready precipitated a wn.n: wSheM

ol ! K Shorn o f“:'_{l,f‘_‘.f.".___..—-—-’ MUl r‘,'.'u-'"" ’} Yooz '
CWU“( x k JH toatho 1907 election, which-was: —ealled t.ha HoBtertot elactioi:

in order to arouse the Germnn population against ‘the S by S pATCXySm of
T L N7 ’r-( ! f-t-- /;,A//_r___f’?u--

i:uperinlist anthdsiasrn" &5d—af-eourse Bhe cilled attention g

”-,LI‘-J P 7-"'4¥r‘---- e

~antd var -rssolutim«which-&e GSD';;n.d pa...sed both in 1507 and in 1912,
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Kf they think we aro going to Lift the weapons of murdex egainst
our‘friegnds &nd othor brwthren, then we sbell shout 'Wowill not do it,' ©
Tt was thiy piu-nsn which becams the basis ot tha public prosecutor's cha':-ge

-gqgingt RL (para. J_J.O. 111 of Criminal Code). Firat tr:h;l-t'ock Pleco |

in ‘Fl'll'lk'ﬁlr‘-"t: Teb. 20, 1934, She was sentenced to ¢ year 4in prissn, \57‘{

Bu ._1’1?,/0/ ,,/M’apmwnf“ﬁ &«Ma;fé#
C/Z’-t/ njﬂ,m,,(fwﬁ /&({77:& 7&.@47%/\
A 19 ]5’ e Wt neaheees Ok £
QJ fxmﬁe( /ﬁ/é ﬁb&“’(/ o H 2L ELA oAl O ,maj"" ‘

m\/‘4
S Lset 47 //fé

AN {ﬁ/¢

. * ' i L] *
_ ' and inspiring
Into the dark dungeon ceme a most brilliant/lignt -- the Feb. 1517
revelution in Russia. Such an historie achievemant, 3¢ great an overtwn

of the Tsarist regimo, so megnificent a first molﬁic.;guf the blocsshed

of the imperinlist war, so liphted up RL's life, ’A gs she put ;.: In\‘

- April (Briefe an Freunde, p. 157, to Marts Rosanbaum: "Of course the
marvels in Ruszic are like a new lease in 1ife for me, They're a
saving grace for all of us. I only fear that you all do not appreciate
them enongh, do not récognize suffickently thet it is our own cause
which iz winning here, It must and will heve a alllut.nry effect cn the
whole world, it must radiate outwarde into the whole of Europe; I am abso-

lutoly certain thet 3t will bring & new epoch 53 that the war cannot

j fRaw
- J,_,({‘ﬂ:/ é‘}wf! Za ’ n
)“;.s-u dor %é if “ 'ncwz':,.lun.!"’
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 Whataber the erguments are sbout whethor the Feb, revolutian held "historic
Primacy” over the Cetober, because the.first Was spontungous and the

other Bélshw:lk-pl-mad. there s no graatar“ calumy sgainst the RR

end RL's appreciation of it - and by it I meen Nov. 7, not just Murch

then the Menshevilks have perpstrated sgainst RL's legacy ard misinterpro-
tidn of her crit:.qﬁo of the HR. Her eritigue was opan enourh and soms
were Jus'tii‘ied {to this we'll turn later), and a 4 great deal were not.,

But of cne thing there is sbsolutely no doubt, ard that fs that the

critique was always subordinated ts tho pralse and scceptance of Nov, :

L /————"‘ ) - —
// '—'C'he party of Lenin was thus the only one
m wh. 1ch graspec the true interest of the revs 1.45

that fl“st per.;od It was the element thet

tion forweard, and, thus it wes 'th-:. enly ¢

~ carried on a socialist poliey." . —
N . /—'—'—"—

;.i.s he mighties*" 'event ' of the "iorlci zh'hr. . .‘T:xe

‘eshl't bich héc‘ ‘tfanmfo*mnd a1 class.'re“lationahlps.

)

e

aised e.ll scc:.al e_nd economic nvoblemsﬁ-—-'—---

‘-_-—_-——_—_--'-’-’-"—
) -"The "fa't:e.'of : ..he revolu‘l:ion .'m s"ia depended




- .'m- ~he hands of th aoviets--'thib vr's, riﬁé",_

: .'n

,mar,ched .au.:’.:he heaﬁ of the in-terna't:.onal

i mdt o
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CIPTLITIAT AT g . .

Now then, what she did criticize, and what NEPBERNEELN was sesn as
aeven tm‘:er in eur day than l.hers was any attempt at the single party
Btata, any abridgamsnt of freedom, whether ¢f the press or the indo-
vlr:\.dunl or assoclations. - However, evén there it was by no msaf.s e‘i't.ber
right-wing ‘or an anerchist éritiqus. ¥When she spoke up: "Fx'-aadom only‘

for 't.he' supporters of the government., oniy for the members of cne party --

_hewever nmnberous thay mey be ~- is no {reedom at all, Freedom iz

always and exclusively fresdom for the onef who thinks differently «.."
the stress was not only the fact that this rmust be dene under all cir-
cumstances oven when the fledpling stete was threstened with eounier-

revolution, but a warning to them that they "must not make & virtue out

of necessity,”  EHaNMONENTERIIMINGR K

Or take the question of dictatership of the prolatariat. She was
absolutely and firmly for it., "Yes, dictatorship! But this Zictatorship

consists in manneE of applyine democracy, not in its eliminetion ...

She was enxious to stress that the AR, “a first proleterian revolution

of transition, world-historical in sipnificance and destined to react on
did not take place,

all mepitalist countries” + 8he wrote Yuise Kautsky, "beczuse

statistics show the economic deévelopment of Ruksia to be too backward

as your clever hushand had worked out,..” Her central point was

- et % G e

= ——

R et Bl s L Ty S
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+hat 1% mut bo supported, extented by the world proletarist, the German
:sépﬁcnny:."n. Russia the problem could enly ba posed, couls? not be
solved.” 1In a word, it was the first step in the world revelution

and c;n'bo uv.ed as the RR only if i£‘becomas t.hé world revoluticn.

ﬁv_ﬁn ths ons i)oint where the SC ssems to have been supperted, -~- "1'+;. is a2

vt e e T T TR o
’ o sl -

vwell known and indisputeble fact that without & fres and untrarmeled press,
sithout the unlimited right of associatior and assemblage, the rule of the

o s s ma =

broad messes of the peoplo is entirely unthinkable." -~ which was a2
critique of the dismisssl of the C onstituent Assembly , was a few months

later in her own rBvolution , declarad to be “s bourgeocis assembly” , XX
#a pounter-revelutionary strongheld® against the.genuine democracy con-

tained in her slogen "All power to the workers', soldlers' and pessants’

councile.” (1061-: up)

As for aer opposition to the question of seif-determination of natioms,
our age can ssea how -

warning that it would lead to the “digintogration “ of Russia, NEEMMEMES

. utterly wrong she was better than her Qge:

\ . .. - -
T - £ +he verious

P 18-9 "ohe formula of the rifhi oo

4y eir Tezte

narens¥yan jmperizalism,
inner Wpolicy after the Oc sker pevolution &lso...

4+ conctituted the axie of +heir
'y i
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THE GERMAY REVOLUTICN HAS JEGUR

w on Kov. 9 & General Strike in Serlin puts the

Kliser to flight. A't. once, the counter-revolutior bepins with the gl

Loammsrkey unified SPD- USFL call for a national assembly. Spartalus on
theother hand -~ 4t is the day Rosa was freed from jail -- denounces the

cail &nd instead calls for pewer io the workers' and soldiers’ councils.

em——en tm - -

It is &lso clear at once thet gven these da“j:ng revolu‘iom*y calis By~ -u\,

"'Eﬂ; ieadershlp m is even farther to the left of 143\

4 2

From the vary first issue of the Spartakus new psper, Die fote Fahne,

Just as from the first issue of their anti-wsr paper Lie Internstionalse,

the beginning of the revnlut:l.on is tiph"ly related to the nuec!fcr "oxcruciatingly
thoroueh denuriciztion of the in:]ecis:cm and wealness oi‘ our own noral fall

sincs Au?. by (myef’i. 205 apilockermpreseTsr;

‘mm&w“ AL repestsd the same call :ror “ihe

strictest solf-criticism ant iron concertration of energy in o:rdar to

continue the wox;k" now that the revolution Las be_::un..(: Looker, p. 253.)

This focal point for both the RYAMMEEAR call for rebuwilding the Internatichal

and for starting the revolutior, was & way of not ever separaling ends from
means: REMERY (p. 254) “"The path of the revolutior follows clearly

from its ends, its method follews from itg task, All power in the hards

of the workinr masses, in the hards of the workers' and scldiers’ councols,
protection of the work of revolution apainst its luking eneries -- this is
the puiding principle of 211 measures to be tsken by the revolutionsry go-

vernment.”

Tie Rote Fahne kept up a cdaily unceasiny attack on "thes pelty-bour-
the ”
pecis illusion" that Fautsky‘ and Hilfeﬁinr\f; irie? to perpetrate with s

call for a national assemfbly “T, ese profound Marxists have.forpotten
e

+he A8Cs of socialism,
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‘They hav'o roi-gottm that the bourgeoisio is ni & parlismentary body,

out & ruling class in possession of a1l the moans of ecanomic ard socisd

power, *

Spartakur also issued & special pamphlei in those ‘o \mﬂ;gg'ma/ ’
the Bund
munths of 1918, which they entitleds *What Dows Spartekus Wantl"
which rade it clear that only the AENESMS."eliminstion of all parliaments,
ngloction of workers' councils in all Germany*, "ebolition of all class
d:_'r.!scrimindtion. orders and titles, ccmplete legal and social equality
of ‘the scxes", “oxpropriation of property and tskeover of 21l publie

transport". W

The red thread that runs through all of it ig, of cbur_sq,' tha. aboli-.
ltjon of éapiulism and the creation of Mﬁ pd_éialiam + Thers was
no middle roid; Tt was either b;.rbarism or sociali.srn. The one thfm.g
'that'disr‘tinguiahed 4it, however, from WM what the Bolsheviks called

" for and prepared to achieve -- conquest of power -- was inskoad articulated

as follews: “The victory of the Spartecus League is nut at the beginging
but at the end af the revolution: it iz identical with the victory of

the grest millions -~ strong masses of the socielist proletariat.”

The ¢limax, however, came not then, i,e. at the bepinning of the
revolution, but with the founding of the Cdopmunist Pa.rtyﬁ . It was the
last two woeks of RL's 1ife, and the height of all activities. Listen
to her speech at that founding eonferences *

»Great bistoric movemu.nts have been the determining causes of today's

¥ deliberations."

From the very first day of her freedom when she cnlled for all

power to the woekers to this Founding Congress, she articulated over

O L R S A
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And of course she drew the Great Divids between the betrayal of

Aug, &, 1914 and Dec. 30, 1918, when the Corngross opened, s"r.!;essin_g e5-
pecially the 15672 addition of the Conﬁnunist Hanifestninwhich Earx called
attention te the fact that what the Paris Commune had showed wes that the
“working class ecannot Simply ley hold of the ready-pude state mavhinery
and weild it for ita own purposes, but must smash it." RL conclued’

-4
|

Ut Shat et now v edcHed ithe
82y *thatwe have rejoined
78ATe Once Again-agvancin urides
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fha maspes uust learn bhow 't.o use power by using it., Thers is no other
 MBYeea" - V

wThe workers today Wil learn in the mchool of action {Year! Heart)
Our scripture resds: in the beginning was the deed.” '

#The lynch campaign that was started 'ugainst her and the rest of

the Spartecus lesdership went on unabated for two veeks, but she would

not stop her activity at all, much less stop her criticism of the

*damapgoguery and clap-trep of ‘unity?
" The last words we bave ﬁ-om, her lips, as on the one hand we bad -

‘witnegsed her atiempt to persuade the Spartacists not to

&nd on the cther hand, follow the masses into hettle, ware:  The leader-
‘ehip h».s. failed. But 'the leadership can and must be created anew by the
‘mAsses and of t..t;e zasses. The masses are the @ecisive fgc'borx‘thoy are
" the rock upon which the final victory of the revolution is erscted.

The masses werd abréast of events; they bave turmned thié 'da’i‘ut'- v

into one of those historical defezts which are the pride and stramgth of

mumt:imal soclalism, And thus the fuiure victory will blossom from

out of ihis ‘'defeat.’

'

» eorder reigns in Rerlin!® You stupid lackeys! Your ‘order' is built
on gand, Tomerrow the revolution will rear its hesd once agein, amd,
to your horror, will proclaim, with trumpets blazing: I wes, I sum,

T will bet *

The date was January 14, Ths lynch cenmpaign of the Soclal-Democracy
had coma to a climax and the Freikorps wes its executioner, The very next
day, Jan, 15, RL NANGISENEMTNREREIRUSH. was dregged cutl of her house,

bsaten,shot in the hesd, and her body thrown ini; the Landwehr Cam.l.
1t was May before her body was discovered, so rutilated, it was bayund recognition,
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Such absolute oppesites in mood and writing envelops RL in <wmes3. - ‘

dagsgin March of 1917 that it's very nearly impossible fo think ihe, o< e x evsi

they are coming from one and ‘the same person,”inthe %-55 and dreary prisen

in which she 1y incarcerated., On-the-Sth £R& tes ‘Hans Teifentach: "Each

day thet 1 have to spend here becomos & minor mountain to be wearily HIXK

clirbed, and every little thinp irritates me crievously,
g "In 5 days, fully

8 months of the 2nd yesr of my solitude will have come to an end,

Then surely, like last year, & revival will occur of its own, especially

sinca Sprinr is eoming.”  (p. 182 Steve Bronner)

It is nobt spring, however, that makes her spirits elirmt so hirh g
makes her feel so confident %hat she is ready to batile sawheagdn; 1o
vwhole werld, Marx inclwiad. She hes JM® finizhed the Anti-Critique
.and is sencinr it to I'lefenbach, “he 2n¢ person who is %o read 4t, and
. she quotes the 1st pwrson, Mohring, as having called it: "Simly a
work of penius, a trily mspnificent, ravishing achievment" and she
herself feels thet the work "“will certainly outlive me. Tt's much
" more maturs than Accurnlation itself 1 its form is exiromely gimple,
without any sccessories, without coguetry or optical illusions, striapht
feorward and reduced to the barest essentinls; I would aven say
‘naked'; like a blcel of marble. This s, iIn-fact, whore today my
taste lies. In theoretical work ., as in art, I value enly tha simple >
WAFTMAIX. the tranquil end the hold, This is why, for example, the
Tamous 1st volume of Marx's Cavital, with iis 4d/fuse mpccocce , oma~
_mentation in the Herelisn style, now seems an gbomination to mMo..."
(p. 185 s2 ’ ’

[

SR Pt 7 N RSN gy
AlFow gays.-before this,-hovever,~RL had-—writier a "New Year's rreetings --f“,‘:ﬁj/
ey

T g St —L-v-"'"_“"'"f“"T)
et y £ /(‘ )

to Mathilde Wurm, which.was-not-only full—of-—spirit end.readinges io.do
battle, kd which suddenly ELKEEFBEIMESKAITVXroferred Lo the gueen of the
Amazons, thusly: “Let me tell you, as Foon as I can stick my nose outsise —

ariin, I will c'ha_,se e Plnthesﬁp:—’
\I;_‘;'\J\‘J (> ;\‘{'j-:i'“'{-l \1\ {\L«;"’" fll - )
' The morth of March (Feb, in the Russian calendar) was, however, to brinf

the greatest news of all -~ tlje revolution had borun in RWssia.

She writes Diéfenhach: "You car well imapine how *:h‘s veﬂ?tf in Russis
threw me into an inner turmeil. So many an olﬂ.\gi?:ﬂfwuho fer ?en:-s
,’.‘_.?.!:-‘.Z-Liﬁ&‘iﬁr) T jail, in Moseow, Petersburr, Orel er Rira, new walks fmeed)

How this exlirhtens my incarceration herel”




