REB MINUTES. JUNE 13, 1977

Pregener - All, plus Bob as slttev-in
Agenda:’ I Lendership and Politicalization a3 Ground for Organiyational Growth] by
Rayaiil Unfinished Businessj IIT G&W

1-Raya.said that the repson that the last point of a Plenum -~ discussion om lead~
ership -» 13 first here is due not only to the fact that thc réport I was supposed
to moke on West Coart NEB wes, In the main, written up, bu¢ becauze both the ob-
Jective world and the subjective world is permeated by the urgency of "Tlme s
Running Qut."  And the theoretical vold since Lenin's death -- a whole 53 years
af it ~- i to be consideved when we talk adout the weaknesses of the leadership
this yzar. We wiil therefors divide this talk in three: 1) Europe (espectally
Portwigal) and U.S.§ 2) Needed politicslization; 3) What to do between June &nd
S“Ptember a3 ‘well 48 a brief look into Perspectives following the Plenum,

‘ 1)There in no doult thnt the highest polnt reached this.year on
the gqueation of leadership was the trip to Por: “ugal, especially the role of Bass,
Eusene ‘covld speek more fluently and more comprnhenslvely, tnd certainly kmew hew
to profest Marsist-Humanism vithout. ever ‘teperating philesopuy and organization, )
but Bosz wes zhe ‘one, &8 an 014 Boishevik, who not only 'did not separate pailosophy
and orgrnizstion, but politicelfzation was equally integrai botlk to the presenke-

: tlana, the’ est&bl!shment cf new. re;atlo15, and taking the messure of both indl.

_vidualg and organ:zations.' Naturally, we connot forget that the reason we could
‘get such'a good’ hegring on the Absclute Idea as New Beginning, though we had not

.. _establighed. ovgenizas lon-to~organination reletionshios 1a the fact that the objec~

--:;r*ve situacicn Erudght ta to & comizsy where the revolutioa wag not destroyed; not

. “déstroyeds it may not bz altogether ongoing snd they are forced to function under.

7 the whap of counter-ravolution, but nothing, absolutely nothing, can substituce

i for the! mass moviment {n a revolutiona:y sttuaiion, even 'when thet revolutlon has.

.ok been fiu!shqd.

On the other hand, we must be under no illusions about the ab-

1As:ract nature of Absolute Idea, nut for us, of course, who 2lwavs begin with "as
new beginning" and néver separate it from the concreteness ‘of the activity and
thought of N&L Committees.” But it is abstract in'the gense of they not being
compelled to be congréte., They weren't osked to do anything except, at best, pub-
lish: They weren't ascked to join an organization. 4nd even the relations we did
ask for were of necessity left loose. I repeat it in so many ways because we

will not ocherwlse see thé extreme urgency of needed politicalizstion, without

whizh organicational growh would be all the more difficult. The best prcof of that
13 Englend, : Here 1s a place ‘where, in Scotlend, we have a full Marxist-Humanist
who has been projcc:ing Marxist-Buranism since W&F, and in London, we have 8 new
full Marxist-Rumanist who 1z young and does nol have too much organizetional ex-
perience, and yet it isn't that lack of orzenlzational experience which makes it
difficult to establish a Marxist-Humanist graup -- it is the fast that the media-
tion between philosophy and- organizatiion is that needed politicalization, l.e. not
Just  expressing Philosophy and Revolution "in general', but epecifically the
analysis of current events and battiing with other tendencies. I think & new

. day lg beginning. All agreed to have the new pamphlet of the four chapters on
Caplital from M&F, not only as o general toplic as it was in M&F, but very specifi-
sally and integrally prefaced by an analysis of today's world crisis 0s related
both to Marx's Capital and to an atirck on Mandel's introduction to the new tyans-
Tation of Caglta « It is also to have an eppendix on Tony Cliff's Lenin, again re-
lated to Capltal, I have wrltten Lo Harry, aciing .him fo please write a Forcword,
and nf course we want to have it & j irt sublication, which means not only cur ad-
dress and Harry s, but Dave's Post Oftice box in London.

Now then, Eugene asked
what was the reletionship between Absolute Idea as New Beginnings and the Spirit
in Self-Estrangenent, and T preferred at the moment rnot to give a direct answer,
because we canno® until we have serlously graopled with:
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: 2} Needad Politicalization. It's time we got down to the con-
crbte weaknesses that I see as the main weakness -in the leadership. Think of -it.
We have produced the Philosophic Political Letters whish were supposed to be the

eyansition point from Fhilosophy and Revolution to challenging other analyses on
the world scene. We scld some snd we certsinly had local disgussinns on each and
we no doubt know "exzotly™ what each seys. #nd yet I insist we do not know them
at all, beceuse whit we know are the results of, not a process, not the methodolo-
8Yy not a projection aspeclislly as a battle of ideas,

You know, there is one
paragraph-in the Phenomeno__gg in the Spirit in Self-Estranged world, on the
Egofs “muititudinous alienstions, &8s it battles that absolube contradiction
between Individual 2 nd Untversal that Hepel calls Mself-sbsorbed uncommnicative-
~neest, Y hope that that docsn't pexvade the leadership when it comes to -pro-
Jeoting these FPLs; and 2ertainly not to begin with the most empty weaction of
“Oh, we have nev tbiﬂss to analyzz now'; you won't have them until the FPLs
"have been abaorbed and_profected as prochss. ag me:ﬁadology, as well as the philo-
sophic ground Eor today's event.,

: - " Or, tske the ﬁgg_ggggxg. It's true we tried to
atert a d-acuasicn by Mike's coluon in Two Worlds, but.if it went anywhere I
failed to- hear about 1t Who got the "new" fn LT ar Hegel es30v? That was cer=
tajuly both:e coneretizition of PSR, chapter I, and a manifestatlan ot how to .
.hattle. revalurtoma-y jduas even ai'h the bourgeoia intellectuals. And that doesn't
‘mantion either ‘the Maq. chapter, or the polemic: on Marxism. If you think that

.“knnulﬂg" what ‘1t says ‘atd seiling & lot, as N.Y. did, because gther intellectuals

uant'it for ‘thelr polemlcs, means voliticslization and. ‘challenges es for membership,

‘ you coulén't be m ‘more-wrong. - The perfect proof of that is the failnre to make
. anythlng out’ of the In‘erim Bulletin L.A.was creative enocugh to produce, but none

“eouk At up weriously enough as if everybody was already glad the clesses were over,
The gexriousness of ‘thiz weskness,-this needed politicalizstion, can be seen at tie

" eenter, tos. Let e wake it as sharp as possibla by seeming to talk on another

sutject .~ popularizition and why I opposc it at thia stage. Just as Hegel sow
‘an affinity betweén stch seeming opposites 2s the Delphic Oracle and the witches
_in Macbeth becduse’both were- forked-tongued, so I see that popularizstion and
‘artiffecdr are akln, and plesse ¢on't forget Hegel's definition of the artificer
as "durkness of thought mated to clearness of expression”. And another thing
about Hegel, tn this very period when we're emphasizing moving away from Hegel,

(1.2, stressing the Marxism and the revolution, not just in thought but in iife )

ts that this bourgedk who crested such a zreat revolution in thought, and was

so profound on abaolute as unity of theory and practice, was the very one who not
only attacked ull the empty absolutes of his predecessora but would often mtress
concrete ay against sinking into"the- abyss of the absclute",

Bess had a wonderful
expression at the expanded joint NEB meetings "Philosophy has to have a home."
And only when that home {s a revolutionary organization can philosophy and revo.
tution be one, It is of the esgence that that becomes .the philoscphic ground for
the Biack Theught pamphlet, both sz concrete snd organxzntional both as philosophy
and vevolution,

Finally, let me just ¢ive one d1f ference between Chapter ! in PSR

“and the HSA Essay. which would give you an Ind’catlon of the relationship batween

AL as New Peginnings end Spirit in Self-Estrarsement, You know, I'm sure, that in
chapter 1, I speak of Absolute nepativity as new begiunings, while in HSA I spaak
of hbsolute Ider as New Beginning. The fact that I could bring in revolution, even
when I did not speak of negativity, s the new beginning, shows how negatfivity
totally permestes everything Hegel wrote and on which Morx built bls new continent
of thought and revolution, We want, however, to concentrate on negativity, and
not only second negativity, as the absolute, which is already the new, but both
first and second negativity as we fece reality, that is to say, the Spirit in Self-
Estrangenent. It is out of khis silen, real world, out of these absolute contra-




et S ani Ty

R LR LB [1 NV AL e,

REH June 15, 1977 page 3

dictions, in battling them, that we reach the roads to revolution, We cannot .
jump to the conclusion, go tc tha Absolute too faat, forget or in any way try

to skip vver any stagza, any confrontations, the mediations to the Absolute. .

It {5 for this xeazon that we must stay with the Spiric 4n Self-Estrengement.
After all, Merx Yeranslstedh Hegel's “Spgtit's urgency” as Reelity, necessitating
Revolucion, ' ) . ’ N .

. 3) Now letfs break it down to what we'll do between now and
Sepcember with the whiffof what comes afeer. Firat, beginning with the interns-
tional reports, we must manifest that reeded politicalization in the way we pyre-
sent these tullatine not only as formal discusston but to all contacts w2 visit
ané activities fn which we aze engeged, whether thut be the Perspectives .to "a
fectory unit® or the WHFF to ¢ single women®s libexationist, Second, -whica is

- ¥eally flyst: tn'that it 1s ground for averything else, is the preparation for. the -
. Plenum a3 an ougénizeational quostion, stretching over everything from the ve-:

lationship of spentaneity to srganization to the attack cn party-vanguardism,

Thixd,:Meyx's Canital.ap’ presentad-in MSF and ar it will be prefeced in the new

ramphlet, f3antte wait for discussion at the point of publication, but we must

incluce ‘discussions of it in’the- pee-plenary period. Fourth, and most imnportent,

_orgondzatidnal’ | diseuesion. on. -  the pamphlet.for 1978 ~~ Frantz Fahon and
Angzicen Tlenk Thought == i to hegin on the new form created in the West Coast

Acusslon with'the authors,. i'telieve that the 1877 -pamphlet’ suffered from the

“fect that everyore 1s woiting for {t to be completed hefore discussing it. The

June “25 :'-}o;nt. meeting with Chicsgo and actusl publication will, of coucse, set
that right, But we muc: not delay that. long £cr the Black Thought pamphlet.

~Finaliy, the needed peodticalization, of course, le not restricted to-the leader-

sbipi the erganization will either not only abuorb but Pragtice that or we will
not gros. -, - - s :




