
..... ···; 

ADDITICl!S TO THE SYLLABUS l!OR THE l'III!.<lSOPHY. AND REVOIDTIOJ! CLASSES 

· The repl.acEI!Ilellt of an "and" by two prepositions - 11from11 and "to" - :In 

1:b.s title of the J.ast talk in o\u" aerie~ of classes :In Philosoplzy and Revolt>.ticn, 

which is now to readr FRO!II D:u.:r.IDTIC MET!!ODOI.lXIY TO THE .l!lALWTIOS OF LIBEllAT!CW, 

Sll!lllllllrlzes and p:lnpo:lnts whet bee deve:.oped from the claasos, Tbus1 :In tho first 

talk - ''li'lzy Hegel? wcy· Now? And 20th Century New Paasiono and !lAW l!'orces11 --

we added ·to the required nop'jj.nt":,e.t one and the eeme time 1 the essay on Absolute 

Negativity as New Beg:l.l:Jn.in8 from the lm'l ESSAYS pemjl!llet1 and l!'mntz Fallon's 

THE WR5TCHED OJ! THE EARTH, This focused not only on the fact thet we were com

b:lnhlg Chapter l and Chapter 9 1 but the moti-mtian for that combi.MtiOll - its 

concretization to the poilrt where we no longer bed tu fear that resusre r.ould 

skip Cba pter l end run to tbs present 111oment w1 thout eve:- grappling w1 th di616c- · 

tic metl:odology, Everything thereby 1110ved direotly from Hege:tia r.evolution · . .:m 
phil.oaopby to Mar:J:1 s philosoplzy 5. revolution, ~he present as the ·o~>st ana the 

. "proof" wae cBrri~d to the a1lggeated reediugs as well.. by edU:Ing our pempb.1.st on 

.l!RANTZ l!ANC!I 0 SOWETO AND AMERIO.AN BLACK TIIOUGH'f •. 

lllore impOrtant wa.s .the need shown, . :In Lecture two on "~roc's 111ilosoi>by 

o:l Revolution" 1 for not ae)iamting l'IIILOSOPHY .AND llEVOIDTIOJ! from M.4.HXISM AI!D 

l!l!EEDO!II, By adding te the required reading Chapters 3 1a.'ld 5 through 61from . 

· !IIARl!"If'M AND l'REEDOM1 history became not only the way it affected Marx.' a re

structuring of CAl'ITAL1 but whet happened. objectively, from t.be Civil War :In 

the ;J ,s. to the !'aria Coll!lllUile, Moreovar1 wo moved QRIJ!.'DRISSE :Into the require~. 

read.ing so that we bed the opportunity to br.lng :1l: tho Ori<mt without needing to 

wait for the 20th century revolutions to appreciate lllaroc1s new continGnt of 

thought as well. as revolution, . To the suggested readings we added. considerable 

emphasis on the Americe.n roots of llla:roc:ismz A!mliOA•s l!J;I!ST tllll'Iliill!IED !!EVOUJ-

Tit:lf as well ae the p9J!lphlet on TilE Fms~ GENERAL STRIKE IN THE u.s. On the 

other hsnd1 I didn't wish to leave the contemporary scene only for Part III, and 

therefore suggested we ad.d the critique of Ernest Mandel ?'fue pamphlet on 

MARX 1S CAPITAL Allil TODAY IS GLOBAL CRISIS, as well <>s rq "Tw<> World.e" c?lUI!l!l on 

ROl!lall Rosdolslcy. Also added was the special Jan-Feb 1979 issue of lm'IS &:.LETTERs, 

with rq critique of J,Dgels, 

The third lecture on 11Di.al.ectica of the Oonc~te vs. False .Altarnativesn 

took nearly two hours - and believe IDEo I left out much that I heel :Intended to 

talk about before I felt the time~· :!'ly:lng, 2 Of course it oovered. a great deal 

of ground, but thEre was D~ other way to comprise the lihole book into four ta."\ks, 
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In an.y oaee, we elso had to .add to the required rc-ad:!Dg: 1'1rst and iJrpeJlitivo, 

Lmm
1
s PliiLOSOli!IO I!OJ!EBOO:Rll (Vol, 38 Collected Worko)3; socandl,y

0 
Gramecilo 

?!l!S!l! NO'iEBOOKS, especielly the e.r-ticlea on lliale~tice and the Critique oi' 
llukhar:!l, J IUl<l. thirdly, Ro...; Luxemburg l a GENERAL STRIKE, 4 

.'.lao added to the ret)dings was Hegel's Smaller J..OGIC, lleeidee the ccw.tant 

rei'eren~es to the Bec6nd and .llbiril ..1 tti tudes to Objeoti vi t;r which ycu will hoo1• 

on the tepee, constantly related to Lean Trotsk;r and Mao, I i'elt it il>peretive 

to call attention to Lenin's read:!Dg ci' the SCIEfiCE ()~' LOOIC, Two points ee>

P<!oieJ.ly were important to emphaaioer tho point Whore Lenin i'inda Heglll :roaching 

the .A.bilolute !doli - (Johnson and struthers translation, Vol,!I
1 

p, 465) 
11 

not, however, merely as objective world withO'at the eubjectivHy ot tha Notion,· 

but as objective •norld whose inner ground and actual peroistonce is the Notion"; 

and (Vo:L, IIi p, 477) the point where Lenin
1 

·m de•reloping "t ·length that :f:IMJ. 
-~Pt~:£._-ot Hegelrs ~ork, sees· rrcont~dictol'j" terms. are-held ar.a:r.t; ..... arid thus ·· 

'oome before nonso:LOUF.moas without au.~ c:ontact_," and describes. tho lat"Cer 
'as "1:he essence of the anti-dialectic," I :felt stron&J,y tha·t this ie

1 
irideod

1 the essenc·e of ·l:he 9IIti-d1A.1ectic and ouve:a not only Trotllky
1 

and M!!o; hu·c ell 

Altemativea ot today whom Lenin anticipated as he oonolucled that he had no on~ 
to leave hic mantle to and had to write the Jr£! as he dic'i, 

Finally we coil!S to what I began with - the fine.l. tllJ.k, For the fi>•st 

time1 in a talk at a university which, though under 11&L Youth sponoorship
1
was 

nevertheless not totaJ.:r.y ours, I introduced tho organizational question. Not 

only that, it was introduced as the third ana. conoluaive point as "The Conoret:l.

zation of the Absolute Idea", eaying that instead of endillg
1 

as US!tal
1 

-.v:f.th th~ 
two :f:l.,al P!ll'tlgraphs or HliLOSOHlY AND REVOLUTION, I wanted those two ]laragr.aphs 

to becOJUa tlle task not t!Jat "remains to be done" but that we would begin do~, 
And we had begun doing it in 1953 with the Letters on the Absolute Idea, expreaeed 

it in O!'genizationel form in 1955 wi·th Iiews and Letters Committoes, and it was 

time to stop keep:!Dg it as our orgatlizatiollel 11 secret11 , !lather, just as Lenin 

had conoretized the Paris Commune as "All pow~"' to the Soviets" in 1917: we 

had better continue with the "Self-bringing Forth of Libe1-ty11 we had been do:l.tlg 

the past quarter century, If we are serious about the unity of theory E:IId pmc

tioe as t~telity, then thet toteJ.ity cannot exclude collectivity as N&L Committee 

fo1m Where ell work out tho die.l.eotic as the theoretioeJ. prepnretion for the 
AmeJ::I.M.U Hevohdoion. 
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Fl.r.ally t on tho srllabus itself 1 whore Suggested Roodings include Herbert 

Marcus~'• Reason and Revnlution1 please change what is in tho rcrentheses to rood: 

(the 1941 edition and Preface to the 1960 edition contrasted) -and ad.d our li&L 

Dulletin on 11The !Tswness of Our Hl1~oeophic-!Jistur1c Contribution11
1 

originnll;r 

pub1ia~cd in 1969, That is where I first stressed our oris~ty·aa ventsri~g 
on those words "as new beginning" and it certainly should be J>irt of this class, 

Because I believe our commdec shcu1d !mow tbot this iz ·ohc way those 

lectures end1 I'm sending this out nvw and 

Syllnb.us, 

May 1-2, 1979 

Notes: 

asking you to attach it to your 

RAYA 

l) ·Besides LABOR as "6liJ!III8tion" for lilll the categories of Marx, I innlude t:lme
1 Binoe I believe the absclut• opposite, that roelly tells .l7!'a.t Marzist-Humnism :I.e, 

is to contrast Marx's ~omalysia of lo.bol:'-time as that hor.r~r of the factoey clook _. 
that po·unds you into an abstraction, against Marx's dofinition of "time is srcce 

. for !nunan self-:<levelopment, 11 • 

2) I wish someone would volunteer to type from the ·tapes, what I snid in th~sa 
four lectu..-cs for which ! have no notes - j)rovidod only a single copy is made 
and tbot one is only for ine, so that I ean edh and at some time in the future 
he.ve the four te.Jlcs as a bulletin. * 
3) lie should show that it is.!!.!!! the wholo of Vol, 38 which the Stalinists moat 
delibemtely tried ·to pretend is a 11oontinUi ty" of Lcni.-,, whoreus the Philosophic 
Notebooks (the Abztrat of Hegel's Science of .~c) and the work he did in 1514-
1915 is a ~ with his ovm philosophic past, 

4) I just decided to look into Paul Frolich 1 a ROSA LUXEMBtrilG as it was published 
by Monthly Review Press and to :ey surprise found MARXISM MID FREEDOM listed, T.hat 
set me cff to thinking that porhaps .vo should really also inchtde the ta:!.k on 
Rooa Luxemburg I gave on Internatl.onal Women 1 s Day. It certainly is great that a 
book on Rosa Luxemburg lists Y&F and that a book of letters is oondJlg out tbat 
I Will have advised readers to study, 
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