March 19, 1680

Doar Sisters: (copy to be read to all locals)

The death of Erich Fromm natu:ally sarldened e, the nore 8o uhat uhen
¥ lonked into guw lengthy sorrespondencs I found thatl wob only bad LU ecnbinued
over two fuh dacades.,. but that he was me magnifisently objective o porson that
he would not be deterred by the fact that psyohoana.lysts Here evidantly not my

favorite tweed of people. The first time I heard from him == and it was upon nis

initistive == was with the publication of MARXISM AND FREEEOM, when he congratu-

lated me upon it and asked me to translate two more of Marx's Essays. I sald no
because I hnd been translating it frem the Russian and it would have beeu a double=
translation, The point is that I had evidently made it clear that my admiration
was for Maxx not Freui., He noverthelese sent me hle easay, "Marx's Concept of
Han"e« and oven accepted my criticlism that 1t was abstract, writing to me: "As to

" the substance of the poinis you nake atouhthe concrete natire of Marx's humanism,

‘1 patumily sntirely exree with you, Also about what you Hrite of the znle of the

Pla.nt psyohoa.mlyet and Daniel Boll'a pos*tion.

The reason I eingled out the foxm of & Deax Sisters letter was that,

 in warming up to Fromm and resreading the correspondence I found that he had uui'bg

& ‘bit to eey about the Han/Woman relationship; he even repeated the manner in

- which I write it = with both capitalized and a slash between. 'And, of all things,

- i ho referred beck to Bachofen. . It turns out-that he found reading o2 Bachofen . :
.- oongeniel, not because'he belleved in eny matriarchal soolety, but because it dis

" give-a‘vision of an alternate socilsty to the patriarchal, authoritarian, capitalis=:

~tile, alienating existing soclety. He oven bed a word for it 1 ;atricentric-aquis--

" tive.

When Terry was wo:ld.n.; on Susan 2, Blow I wrote to him abtout Blow's

'sxperience with Dr, Putnam, the Freudian psychoanslyst whom shs interested in

Hegellan dislectics, and who, in turn, tried to get the anti-Hegelian Freud in-
terssted. Here is what Frompw wrote me: " I find it of considerable histerical
interest, and Freud's reaction to Putnam's philosophical remarks is also an inter-
esting historical footnote to Freud and the history of the psychoanalytic novement.
¥Why don't you write a note on this and publish it somowhere?”  Whoreupon he tried
to get me to write for Contempovary FPsychoanalysis or the Spanish psychoana.ytic

Journal Revisis.

Wnat excited me most was his attitude to my work on Rosa Iuxemburg:
"I feel"hh%‘h tho male Sccial Democrats never could understand Rosa Iuxomburg,
nor could®’® acquiro the influonce for which she had the roteniiai because she was
& womenhy - and the men could not become full rovolutionaries because they did not
emancipate themselves from their male, patriarchal, and hence dominating, charac-
ter structure. After all, the original oxploitation is that of women by men and
there is no socirl liberation as long as theore is no revolution in the sex war
ending ir full equality, which has never oxisted since pre-history. I believe
she was cne of the few fully developed human beings, ono who shewed what a human
being can be in the futuro,...Unfortunatoly I have Imovm nobody who still knows
hor personally, What a bad bweak between the gencrations."

Yours,
Raya




