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REB :.:EETING, Ma~ch t6, t981 

Present: All; Diane .ns sitter-in. 

Agenda: t .. 1~he Book"as s to/hole, and oiSc·ussion; 
·iii- G6.W. 

rl .. Uti.finished Business; 

I ... PresentOtion by R~, who broug~t with .her to the REB the. Cpmpte:ted manuscript. 
Rays. began by pointing out thct al't.hough we have tsken up the book several t:ttnes 
before ·at. the REB, it has been ns .bits. S'nd pieces, even when th2y are as big ns 
Port II. Tt.St is not the same ris ~he viet~ you set wh~n you see !t as e totillity. 
Even fOr herself, Rays said, this is the first time seeing it as a whole. The 
different perspect lve affectt! . .',E!'Yery chPpter ,. even on~:: like Chapte.r 11 • which le 
vlrtunlly unchansed. Yet:the o)"der that follows gives .It a. completely different 
meanit-.g ,, Now whet 1188 Chapter· 3 ("The Inter·regnum of r .. uxe;pbur·g, and an Excursus 
1 nta t•Jarx 1 s New ·continent of Thought 1') is. no longer ther-e_.: What ··~s how Chapter 3 
is not an excuraus. into Merx fOr the bockt and not an tnter·regnum for Luxemburg. 
Rat"b'U,· Chaptel' '3 is now 11l-.~arx• .. s and Luxemburg''STheorles of Accumulation of · 
<;spi.tal", ond· we see R~ not ln zmy interregnum, ·not tsktns on s ·Kautsky ol' Bcrn
Sta,ln-, but in a big clash with ~:llrY. at his highest po1llt. Thus a whote new cart• 
OotSttiln·is gl~en.to ChapA. 1 nn·d :!"which-precede it. · · . . 

· · , · · What t\len becon~es Chapter 4 
ts very· dl~fe~eht. Half. of the old chapter 3 Is thrown ·out, wlth'onty the. part 
on Po tan~ and the, National Question retained. And the whole Is. COI)lblned with whnt 

··had. been Chapt~.l; S, on"Spontsne.~ty, Organization and the Dia_lectlcs ~f· ~evolution". 
Now the whole has a new title: '!'From the Nations! QUestt.on to Dialectics of Rev· 
Otutton.: .the. Relationship of Spontaneity and ·organizatiOn, especially as "regat:ds. 
DfsJ>Utes with l.enln, 1'>04-17"". What It doeR dlal.ectlcaUy, Is thnt at .the end 
Of the sectiun un· the Nation~\ Ouest ton,_ it moves rit\ht· t:o spontaneity &'ttd Organ
ization, an~ the myth cf the .rllsrute between lenin And Luxemburg. The need ia 
to follow the aptual articulat~on by RL of the que~tion, and to.see when she 
put organization suborcllnote.to revolution, E:hc was with Lenin. It gets ·into the: 
~lfferences with· LCnln very speclflcaliy. In each perlod •... The contradiction on 
~he. National Question. is exactly ~hat keeps her from oeel~ philosophy. Her In
sistence is on Hetenlng .to the masses ...... but not to tiarx, and not to his concept 
of organization. · -

.. 'Fhe whole question of the rcl~tion of philosophy and revolution 
to ·organization was pos~d in. Russia, but could not .be solved there. The crisis 
could only be solved tn:the context of world revolution. That was what Luxemburg 
was great on; she was Ru~olan, Polish, German revolutionist. The whole of Pa~t 
I.wlll have the title_:"Roas Luxemburg, Inte"t"natlonalist 11 • 

Chapter 6 Is stIll 
titled ·~:r, Prison ~nd Revolutionsu, but the German Revolution of 1919 .ts Seen 
very differently than ~e have ever seen it before. 1·11 of us, Rays said, hElve 
been a little brainWashed by the CP on this period, where the whole question is 
presented like: Lenin had a party; she didn't. Lenin won; she didn't, •• Raya 
had to go ~o.bourgeois sourcea ~nstead to see the_ genuine mass revolutionary 
character of Spartncus Week, Janu~ry 1919, First wns the Kiet mutiny of sailors, 
which grew into workers, soldiers, sailors counci ts all over Germany. Then when 
they occupied the Vorw"ar.te bui tding, Schcidemsnn had aooointed Noske ns Defense 

·""'inlster, but they didn't dsr.e ask Berlin troops to take back the bultding.They 
had to bring in 6,000 troops from outside for the massflcre, And what followed 
was a General Strike of no less than 200,000, 

You also see that the years in prison 
were not just the "birds and floweTs" that have been so much written about, but 
the~!! pamphlet, and the Anti-critique. Port I ends as the German Revolution 
has begun, with Luxemburg's speeches, ''What does the Spartacus League want1 11 and 
the one to the "Founding conference of the Corrrnunist Party of Germ~tny11 • 

Paya then 
explained that even though Eugene had sen: out o OF letter. lAst week on her meeting 
with the PTC ond the I<L-N&L on Part II, she wished to tal<e It uo ngaln In the 15268 
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cont.ext of the book as a t~hole. The whole of Part II is now ca~ led: ~'The Women's 
L!berati~n MOvelne'nt as Renson'antl;lls R'e:Voli.:~t:ton~r'y ForC:el':·· · 

That Part wt 11 b~g in 
now ~~-~h q~~tes not

1 
?11:1y_from _Lpul~~ ,··.tchet, O.H. Lawrence, and Luxemburg, but 

from·-Marx•s t844 Efl~Hlys. The I1arx quote he'te h the· ·one-·th3t takes_Jlp_~a<?"h of. 
the "huma·n. relat:~Ons tu the woild.;._: seeing, 'hecrl'r\g'J' sincll, · taste't-·feeli'ng, thou8ht, 
percept_l_orh w,ishlri.g ··activity, ·l'c:iving~-.-. 11 Put' iri the context of ttle transcendence 
of prlv3t~· property,·· they shed a verY ·different' H8ht on h!Jman:lndivldualitv. 
It will be l_mportBnt to 'study the qu'ote as ln-~thls ca·ntext .• :. · .· 

· · · (· ·· The very, ·.fi-rst ,chapter 
of Part II lr. now ·calle"d 110veivlew 'by ·way of Iittroduct·ion·: .Yesterday, -Tnday, · · 
Tomorrow" •. Tirile ncr.,. ls sbown"not os·ttme·.-·bu"t "as·the'conce·pt·.Of spnce·fo~ hutr)Dn 
deve,i~~nt •. lt is not just ri ques·tlon· of· ttthen 'O"nd now". ·Rather, ·a form is craated 
for ·a b8ck' enJ _f~~th an all conceP:tS. Tl'nls, ."t831 is _where -we begin, ·w:ith Na..!; 
Turner's .. reVolt 1n· "the sa'f'IY~ year as t-la.ti-a Stewa·rt became ·the .f.irst· Bleck. woman 
to lec~~fe :pub~~cl.y· · c·ap!rig on ·uo ye daughterS of Africa-'! to awnke and arise .•. 

·But "it ddes·iiot ~itop there, ·dw·S not ltrtll;t -itsf!tf·et-thet= to:b'he .revoluticnary 
Black dim~l.O?· or to th~. USA _1r:het\ yOu· se·e t-848' as 'a world: historic moment. 1848 
ehows tliat'revOlution wns·;aCttially Present, and that inter-conmun!cation was real 

.. in ihe:~·a"Mwet ·o.f An~erican Women's 'Ubei'atl()nist.S··to=the.:greetlngs ~ent tl)em by 
, ·Fr'~r\ch'W:ihen:·i·n· 'prison·, 1 aEi:er the· Oefeot··of thetSt'•S ·r~votutions. • Then we can 

flO· hom ·~IArli·' 1944 ·on. Man/Woman to how· hetcuse tn t932 cou ld•noe..a~e it; f.;om 
Sojournet: 'J:r~~h's story ai:OUt :Jesus· (man had nothil\~ to do gith It) to llarr)et. 
TUbme.n as' le8der,-organ1zer,· 8nd i:o mnrly'Black·,'IDmen. "· · · '. · · 

:-:... ••• .':· 

0 

;; ••• • ' The· neXt ·section of· Chapter 6 
teki!"s up '~Iii.dividuelism in ·Masses in ·i·tot ien",andi·l"t: is here .. that Rays brlnga . in 
Pentnesnca~' revealtt\g .. how tot"Slly o't'lginal· a chatac.ter we~ Luxemburg .in ~he way 
~he,Jived~.· :e!ltbesi-"1E!a'isn1 t· r'at!-.ed on the "~~J(iman· crJestion"1

, but on'the war cmd ; . 
betr_a~.~al· ... ~J:; ·"t.s htmr,Aort~nt tO• _ir<ie Wii8t -ilnst_ihi::t ~an force. you to do ... The chapter ( - ! ~ 
then en s;with t e .b~ 'Riotsn 'as a 11Wofuen~s War'.· ThiS .permits Raya to. connect· 
to the"."Pol~sb 186'3"wom::m's.i~ar", and· ··to·::"·;arx's 'Ethnntl'g·icoJ: Notebooks.· In. the f 

· Aba riOts·, it '·was cill.led n&ittirig on~ ·a man11 • ·In· Narx's notebook· en· Natne, ·.the .-i,'· 
·women ·of India ·called it "removing the hor-r.s 1' ·of the chief. :. · : · 

. · · . ... · Chapter. 7 Is the least j 
c\tB\,ged, but it is 'very impOrtant. to nOte that the' title ls now·: ."Rosa tuxemb1trg ~ 
as ReVrilution.ai-y, as Feminist''• NOT •:RL ns revolutionary feminlst 11

,· ·What is' ex.; 1 
panded 1.l:J both the sectlo'n on the relationship of LuxembUTg· snd Joglches, and f 
the attack on Nettl, who, RayS has fina-lly figured out,· called 1906-09 ·''The Lost I 
Years" fC?X: ·RI .. , becaUse theY were the years of the break-uo with Jogir.hest 

' · : : : · · · ··"The 
Task _that ·.Remains to 'be Done: The Unique and Unfinished ·Contribution of 'F,oday's f 
WL1"'" ,· is· the title· of Chapter. :a . . It· ·g·t.ves mor.e cr.edl.t~ .to -the current:· WL;·J -ehan f: 
ever before;· actuai·tY·bre-nking the style.of·wri"tlng to .. t.et those voices speak ~L 
for theins'el\res 1 yet showln,~ .that we are stl"lL·no~~bere. .. It brings ln the :··oslem -.. 
loi"Omen, and then;.- before ·we ever get: to the concluding chapter. Rays takes up 
sorre of thE: section on· fhe Ethnologt.ca·l Notebooks •. She:.brings in Draper on two 
po~.nts: ·on the 11uortd'hi"storic d~feat of. the female .seg.!'., and on the first div... I 
lsi on of 18tior; ':lhicH •·~arx saw as a social division :as.·,wei t· as ·a Sexuar one •. 
The whole of ·Part 'Ir ends 1 not with the,!!!, but on. a·Y.ery .dlffercl)t note, ~omlng i 
bnck.,to tC?day's movement. We see Portugal with do~armo £1nd· B.:.rrer.o;·.Rowbothom 
on 'women•s Utieiation ·as 11an organizing ideo 11 (which F.eya DCCU!;es of being :. 
return to Lenin's 11What is to be Done1 11); ond Iran!s.!.JLMr .. l\ll:raising the question 
of form Of ·organizatlor .• But it is a .matter of"po!ll\1~ _the question, not answering · o 

it. By the end of this section, we go b.ncl< to Ding Li.ng on 11Nor01s who c.::rr.e home~' 
1 tke Jinng Qtng, snd forward to the. trinl, ·'1981. 

Part III ls titled "Karl Marx·
from a Critic of Hegel to Author of ·Capital· and Theorist of Permoncnt Revolution". 
That is· the same title, but very little else iD the same. Talte th'a queRtion of 15269 
"style 11 • In Parts I and IX, there are subheads in the chotpters, but here each 
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subhP.ad 18. a seCtion, almost·chapters- in themselve~ and-·nll the sections will 
be tiS ted. right !n the Table of Contents. · · ·into the 20t;h century!. 

Saction 1 'thus-extends f'!A -Preliminllry 
N~te on tht! Dialect!!;:: · in Narx of the Early 1840s; in L':'xemburg 1902; in 
Lenin 't914~! Now that we have seen Luxemborg's life, the· crises ot· the turn of 
the ce.nt~ry are see·n as the beginning of the de~.&.~ of Marx. Everyone from 
Mehring to KautS>ky becnmeo mo:re important than ·l-1arx, since they were the ones 
who supposedly ''lnterpreted"He:r~, enBbled us to· 11und~rstBnd 1' him. You never sa~oo: 
Uarx,· but only the popularize.tion. Thus, the:L"e is 'rto way to 're-connect without 
goiilg back to the dlalecttc.: ln Norx himself. 

. • • · ."! ·HayS's -re-connect ton begins· before· 
what is con~'tderec· i:.he beginnlfl,b, \O'J'i:h. the' sect"lon .u?rometheus Bound, 1841-431~. 
This is entireJ.y· ilcJw or, I'J&rx. Narx as a stuClent of Heget· wants to· acld 118 few 
detai,_s" on Democrituo ond _Eptcu:-us tO Hegc"l 'a· STWl'f/ai-s. The ~'detat ls" turn out 
to be'" b~th· oPP.,Sit~ to He·Sel'S analysis and the notes turn out to be 300 pages. 
Marx t1drns 'ngaihst ·Hegel's: conc'ept of totality,· l'n which there· ts not really 
a unt.ty·of th~ory 9rid practice, And against the world that 1s, dnd 'into ection. 
What-·tEr' more as.tOnishtng· yet, Rays repotted, is the ·way Eptcutus re .. a?pears · 
sudd~nly_ tn· 1867; iri CaPital; ·'in the "Fetishism of Cominodftti!h". For· yeara REiya· 
had ·re~td. that_ rE!ferenc:e, and it did !\Ot mean whot it means in thi~ context. This' 
pre_ctse.··ptir_6giapb '(p. :112· Vintage_- edition) is One···where Man~· was"accuscd of anti

.seml,t!sm: Far· from that being. the case~ 'It' fs against all bllnillng fet1ohlsms:. 
· ·, · agUnot petty-bourgeois· mercanti Ham, against religion: 

',. · : · ·'/ .: · · • · · ' .. _ · · i .-. ,. · The· finnt section, 19 Pro .. 
tnetheus ·unbOund, 1844 ... 4811 is more familiar. Yet here ·is whare Mar~ first ccmcs 
r;~Ut tdth the for~tation of permanent revo!Ution in the essay on the Jewish 
Question.· , 

· . ·: .. 'ChSPt~_r:~tO,· ' 1i' DecOde. of Histor-ic 'l'rsnsformation: · Frcm the Grun.drlssC! 
to ·capttal11 ·iS . .a· Veiy difierent. one thSil evert 0 feW weeks ngo. Beforet When 
Rays tho\Jiht. bf t~le.·sepa:-ate pa-rtS, all had to f·low from Luxemburg. Now, after 
you see'· the 'b_Ook, ss IJ total tty, the beginning of the c:hapteit- on \tL is thrown 
out e·nfti'cly,.- arict ·we 'begin· instead with the 1857 Crt sis. But· eVen there, the 
first·seCttOn title glvas a hlnt 'that the ·economic .. crisls of 1857 lsrt•t that 
alone: "Ec0n~mics 11 :. Only Class Struggles Or 11 Epochs of ·social Revolutlon?n, 
1857-58. ·tmmedietely the quectlon is posed on what happened before·the ~r.J~~ 
•• the Tat •·pi rig Rebellion. That ·is what cOncretely drove Marx to look at 1o•hat 
forms prec_eded capitalism. When we move to 'the second seCtion, on fpnitol, it 
bE;co:nes clear that we still don't have Capital as Marx urote tt. Fow!<es follm~cct 
Engels rather then Harx.- Thus the Part 8 •'so .. called Primitive Accuru1ation'1 ts 
a sepArate Part, instead of placl•ng it, as Norx did, under Pa1·t 7~ ''The Pl·ocess 
of Accumulation oE 'CapttSln. You miss entirely seeirtg that !1arx meant tt os one 
movement. · . 

This brings us to the final chapter, '~he Philosopher of Permanent Revol· 
ution Relates Theory to Organization". It begins "'lth the section on the 11Crtt1quc 
of the Gotha Program( of a Uhlted \-lorkers' Party of Germany). ·What is key h~rc, 
is the uay- Raya 'pointed out that this section is not a question of having Lo rtd 
ourselves of tasealle15uism.lndeed, throughout the whole of the book, ·we l\re not 
arguing with reformists or counter-revo1utioneries. All ere ravo\utlonor!cs, in 
th•ory and in fact. Yet they still did. not make It without philosophy. This 16 
crucial to see. 

/\gain the book returns to Narx on permanen't revolution, now over 
the whole period 1843-83, in section 2. J\nd· it is here that Jtay.1 t.."!shcd to strcrn 
the "Afterword"to that section. It is what we think we know from the PPI., now 
catted "Leon Trotsky's 1'heory of Perinanent Revolution". It is very dlffe,·c:nt h 
this context •. Consider Tro'tsky· on the peasantry ln the context of Hnrx's l.etter 
to Engels "that· what the German Revolution needs is a "second e,_,ttton of th~ 
Peasant War". (Here Rnya noted that .i;he just lea-rned--through material in the 
Harvard Trotsky Archives-; .. that she had looked a·t the 1907 Congresn oll t"he woy 1
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the t:nn of th~' ~e·~~~;y?' (~;a ~~~;,~;~'d·b~ dis~~so l~g the' "h.ighest" point of thnt 
crl.~tis, RL'a Ad:utP'..i'tetion of Ca·pit8t. In a certein sense tf:te Who.le form h taken 
from M.irx•s Theoriel! of Sul:"oJ.uA Value, which had· just' been pu~H:she.d '"i::hen. :Thnt 
li' .the form Marx doesn't IJ&e in Copltal, and the ·form that RI, does' riot fol'low 
to the eJ:'ld here etther. She blames En8ets for. .. ;m~s~el):-esenting .Vols. ~I ail~ IIIr 
but never confro:\te herself.) ··~ . . · 

• ... 
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