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IN LIEU OF REB MINUTES of Feb, 1~,· 198) 
Dear Fr'i'endt:~~ ... 

. :·.: 
:·As distinct from all" othe'r '"J:n Lieu of' REil"'ininutes" 1 this 

abbreviated report ol'REB minti'tes''i:s the type of. Letter. of the ~leek 
that. needs. to ~e discu.sse!l and ho''ii':N~:t .re(i!.d, . ;t:he reason .'~hat ,this 

· 'f'irs:c point on the age'!lda bel!'ins wi th::·a,, di'scuss:l.o(l iS that this ·_is 
actu.a1ly the "educational", ~hat· is: to· say 

1 
what. we. often say the-

ot:etically but don•·t praoticli!. often• enough is that; as· against. the 
"P~ty-to-lead." concept, we ha:Ve e·atablished the phi.losophy of··~iarx
ist~Humanism,. not,. only as'·p~iloso'phy but as ground of organiz:ation, 
One···ii:r the _geatest; i, e. inost original;· contributiqns of RLWLKM ~s 
Chapter J..l, "Philpsopher' n:f'• Permanent Revolution ·Creates New, Ground. 
for .Organizati~ni" We alone have set·n that in Marx'' s Critique of · 

· the· Gotha ?rograffime, We alone have therefore dor.e nothing short. o:f. 
c·arr~.!ng_ .through ft;arx• s theory· o':r permanent revolution from the .first 
·mom~nt· ·hr.; said it, when"lle' '1:\roke with boure-eols socie~y-1 184.), through 

.. · .. the whole 40 Y!l.ars of th,!i~.rest of· his life, And we,;··alone, have 
: ~·made tile .sum,rnation. of' TrOtsky • s theorY;. o.:f' permanent. revolution as 
·' so"OppoSi-t:e':'to Marx's theory o:f' revolution-in-permanence, that the: 

critique o:f' post-Marx Marxists· will bH:ng all of' them· down on our 
'hea.ds, To •. P,repars to.r that by constant+y developing the positive 

f'!!at)lres ot· C!Ur· challe~e- to post-J!!!Eirx Marxists, and niake them rea
li~e ·that we aren't "skipping over".all the contributions and · 
"s~a.tegies" o:f.' Marxist revolutionaries, we have made it a princ:iple 
in .ltt.WLKM that the cri tique'·la for ·'revolutionaries oril:y -- Lenin, · 
Luxemburg, ~o~sky, . In.•a' word, we aren't the least 'til:f concerned 
with revisionists·or 'those state-capitalists who ca'll themselves .qom
munist.s •. We are concerned with how someone who was rr.arx' s .collabo.ra
torand certainly not only never betrayed, but without whom we would 

. never have had Volumes II and III of' Capital -- Enga~s-- nevertheless 
failed to gx'i!sp ft•arx as a totality, i;lleoretically ancj practically ... 
Very clearl:('it was not for not wishi'ne; to "follow" .Marx, 1.1~:ther, it 
was that the ob.1ective·stage had changed and Marx himself, being-the 
creative . mind that he was, was still sensing sq many new moments, 
that 'l'lha.t he called "marginal notes" iri .1875 was the only way hli! . 
could capture those· new monrents before death overtook him, ... -The Yery 
har~ task, :li.l:leJ:l,. of recrea.'l:ing blaricism through followillg genera~io~_s, 
got·limi:ted to a ve'ry ·specific stratetey of revoltuion, and one su_c
ceesful revolution -- Russia, 1917 1 with no theory wopl<;~J~d out fqt- ... 
'!WHAT HAPPEtfS AFTER'?".... . . .... . . ..• . · 

Ill .the specific. case of the REB meeting or:; J!'e.b, l4r: \vJ:ii-ch 
we .are here sUmming up, what preoccupied us was how to unite in most 
concre.te terms the "theory and practice 'of ·the natio 
ing around ·l'l\)t .o~l'. RLWLKM, but-, inseparable 
~. the Marx centenary and what we liave 'ju vo 

'' the .. motion to transform this Year's PJ!enum·: ·into .a· ·c lo111'stit-ut~Loraal 
vention. It is tor this rE\ason that we·.aec·ide.d.j'' it:r planning 
national tcur, that the preliminary view of this year's Perspect![ve,s 
·pe. worked out at the very~;_-end of .. thll'· tour·•· in Los Angeles, before even 
th'! return tc the Qenter •. · .. And i"t·fis fQr<this reason· that everyt~~ 
flo~at.organ~zational _growth.·:t:esu:J.ting :f'rom .. working with: others;,.·.to'; · 
the new ··thart·· will confront. us .. in ·the Constitutional Convention' ,··be 
the ground for all the loo#lls.·:··~ ... ,- ' .. · 

'. · . . Thus, the first point on the REB agenda 
wa,s .. 

1!~ew Aspects ot 'Working w-itho·.,Other.l!l' in Relation to the Tour and 
thlit 'Book" r and had no less than eight,.-.reports. The first and most 
important was Lou's report ot the Black Conference he had just attend-
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ed in Was~inrton, D,C, The REB considered it so important that.Lou 
was asked to write it up in full to send to all the locals, and to 
prepM"e S!1 ar~cle on i·t. for the ·.Aext .issue of N&L, I hope that 
wha~ :follows, though extremely' a,l?,.J?:r;:eiV'ia:tJe.d, will give. yf>u a v,:hif:f' ot 
its importance.,, esp!!Cia.llY· how much· a·,,l?fngle Marxist-Hum~ist .can. do' 
once there is .I)?, separatio~. in our mind~-betw11en theory and pra~tioe, 
.the national tour and the book, as welJ. as .. the indiv.idual.discussiqns 
that will be :foilowed for .that .Black ·dP.Inli~on tha.t-·is so· 1-mporta.ti.t 

.. tq us,,· .Thus,·•though he was alone. andi'no .. ~ta'1ius wha'tsoever· a"li,'.the · 
· c
1

pnfer,ence·; and• . ..ilo rigpt to' have a .11 t ··taii!e', Lou parti.l:~pated '·iip)o 
.. ess. thB.Il four: •se;!lsions·, .taking t}le .. ,.fl,a?Jt'.' a,t .fl.b"!e length in· three,/:. 
s.o.ld $28 in .. li terature from his. satchel, and. .:-vas ... the .only one .... ~om· 
the Co.nf.eren'ce··.wh,O· found the time, 'In. .. b'i!weE!il .all .. the. sessions, to 
partic~;pate .1!1 :'4ie .s.~ude;!lt _prot·esi;;,,r.l!l113i)tha.t wa,s .toing on i~ the same 

· .. hall, .tvicroli,OVel;,t h~..,~.e,~~.ned ·Yf~~ a ,;eq~~·st i'pOm,' tWo .t!1'~ere . .r'r1i;•Pf~;. 
. .-.,)t:'esPor.:s tor ,I! le_otur~ liy .. ~P~·<as. We,l.l..".!lB :promiQ.e,s · f+:~m two dir,:t;~Pll~ 

univ.ersi,:tiGs to. ordel" 'the '.Al>ohives $1?, :!;heir..· ,libraries. In tlie,.lll'Jief 
stopover. .in, me: C?n hi. a w.,:Y home,, he' es.ta:blished.,.%lell..a;tio~_sh,ipf?.'-a~. wlill 
wi.th·_ ~-t.~rDJe?:. B4ok woman a..gt~v:i~t and' tw9 q;t;~-~1" in-tt~lllit:.~ua,ls =-'·-.~me 
Hsit.Mlll.~-the <?:ther Sput~,/!:erioan •. l.•· .. . ··. : .. ·.; ;. 

., ;,. •. ' .. •: .:'The s.ec'o-~c{';t>epPr't thai;: ·oontirlue'd. .:f;h~ princ.iple. ··of. ··iwo:r:-k
ing wi~; otlier.s" ·was .. by rdiki;- 'who.',.llad be13n., invited to.';;par:tioipate in 

.,a class J.'n )'Marx•·-- and Chr. is'..,>,ft"'..,·" 4niono+ .. "n.;.t wh..;;..o ~<>6 4, H+. 
: . , · .L.tiW t..l0n-4A,A. \".'! --• ·-~- _,_ -.":J: ;; ••••--·- .,._ -•• ---

wa'il .so_ld, SJld. we were, .a,s)llEjd 'tO::bri~ thj;j ~it. baok.;'or·. tJ:le •. other. 
clqf!~S. in tAe!, s~iee.. The __ pr_r;>fe~sor had ··al.s_o e~~ended .. an. ~nvJ. ~aUon 
.{Olga,. will aocept.it) for us .to.. speak a.t hi.s r.eg1,1la,r. unJ.vers.LtY class 

. iJ\-.·1\larxiem •. :. 'li!i!Ce' repor.tecLtha.t.' tlip ~eate'st' iptere.st came from thi>13e 
' in the class (many of .,wholiJ:: were: nuns)' who had J?ersorial contact and 
·: expe,r.ience in. th.e. Latin ~eri,c;:an .freedom moVef!!ent"sl he later reported 

the ·&Jilecial int&Fest showir.1Jy· those who .have r'ec.e.i:ved our new bulletin 
ori .dliatemala,: articles :t:r<lm wiliol:i :are nciw .bei.rig ·'r.sprinted in sev.e:r-13:'1 

.citlier ·jourria:ls.with' ·credi·t·to N&L'; . · . .'. . . .. :.; ",,.,:; 
' ' 0 , , , 0 0 &• o 0 , o\ , • 

•/ :·: • •,.•, • • ' ' : •: . .., ' ;' ,• :. ". o • • ' ;. • • o ' • ., ' ' I o 'I • 

, . ·.. "~, who. g~v-e the tJ:ii,rd ;re:ppvt_,. brought ;the REB \!P to 
._date o!'l t~eHsllv:era;L.··,q~w .. le.p~Ul!e,s ._tM,t_.h~ii.'e ... been add.ed to RD.'.s. j;q_~': .... 

. ·.~ yhe espe_ci,a;Lly_ .good wo,r~t ~¥:t Ted- ~a !fC?ill!1: in Sa;Lt Lak_!! witlj .tlie 
media .. ·-~ov.erage Unoluding .one.,.rnajor. '1!V broa(lcast) •. She fe·lt j;ha·t what 
best summed up the 'idimtiocy o:t a local" s' .view Q;f'. the tour' with .the , 
Center's view. was what Peter had written• "Our .•commemoration' 'c)f. : .•. 
the !1arx centenary wi'i'i"hiive meaning if it entails meeting a number 
ot: new.peripherv who will· wan:t: .. to .jo~n .us., . .£.irst, for the May l meet
ing-in L;A-. .. and s~ond, the ccinatitut'ional"convenUon." What best 

•• • • • • • •• t 

sums up 'the ·genuine inteilest· in·Marxist-Humanism'ef unique contr1bu:.. 
... :tiona. il!'.the.· cal"l··MlU'Y· gclii'f'ro_m Slavic 'Studies' at Berke-ley ... who no 

... cfoub't 11\ldde.t'ily' wblt'EI'··up to the·· importance of the :Andropov article.,; ... 
~\fhd ask'ed 'to CO'-sporisol'.RD''s talk· to 'the Feminist"AlliS:no·e .:.-·and 
~'me" chance· to mee.t ·~~fo'rllially" ·with faculty· 'and students of· Sla,vio 
Studies, · · ,.: .. •· .... · <. · :.·.·~, · 

' • .: The fourth :repo!'t was,'made by· Andy, who, havihg been the 
· . first· to· get· a lecture for· RD,. and 'i!l· so unexpected a: place- as ·was:!; 

Virginia, will spbnd a :f'U·ll ·w&ek th:ere; · sever'!1'1. ds.ys before·· and ·seVer
al afte'tl· Rl> 1·11 app'91l.rance :o~· 'the campus •. He ho·p-es i,t will' 'result in· 
getting some of the miners to the lecture; · · • · · :. " : ·•· · 

•:., · ·· ·'·'' .. . ,: . . ·: .. · Eugene reported tn the three 
~ Miohigan···lectu;res1' 'With a- :t'ourth ·P+omised at tHe end·.''of :the· niorl~lf,': · 

A '1!1afle:t prepardti- around~ :this week of' the 'tour will'- .be· enc\lo's'ed hti;re, 
, .. ,!.',! . •• • •.•" .• ,;··· ••. ''•.'.~. ••••••• 

..~.:: •. 

· .. ·· 

. ' 
::i.!~ ·r 
•,;. 
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Suzanne, reporting on the WL class, said. that the way the reports were 
framed at the REB, all in relationship to the book and specifically 
the tour, gaye·a hew point of departure for their own class on Part II 
of RL, WL, JQ.;, .The lecture in Windsor for IWD would e!lpecially be "· 
place where new .friends could be met who would wish to start the ,oi.t 
study of the new book with us. Neda reported that this was exactly 
what had flowed .from her experience-in Ann Arbor where she had just 
spoken on the book, and found interest not only in reading but in an 
possible study group around it there, She will speak on IWD in L.A. 
on four different platforms, and at a ~iiddle East Conference at Ann 
Arbor when she returns. 

The last report and conclusions by Raya centered around 
the three letters she had received from vary varied types of scho
lars -- one Hegelian, one specialist on Germany, and one Russian 
exile who specializes on the Asiatic mode of production -- all of 
whom disagreed with her, but recognize the new book as so important 
a new ground for ·scholars as well as Marxists that, in disagreeing 
with her conclusions, they nevertheless concluded that the new book 
has opened so new a stage in th.e studies and concepts of the ~iarx 
centenary that they felt that all have things to "learn from the 
book." Tha reason she wanted t~~igin with these- lattsrs wss 
to stress our owrt ·view -.:. that is, 7111lr own concept of· 1\'iarx• s Human-
ism and. new moments, when rlllated to the contemporary world, is ex
actly what has to be· "spelled out by us in this period, As a matter 
of fact, it isn't only the reports heard at the REB which reflect 
the ramifications that the new book has already produced, but Mike's 
report on corresponden·ce, which included new sales of the trilogy 
everywhere from Panama to Saskatchewan and .from Australia (where the 
Thesis ll journal is.publishing both exce~pts from the last Perspec
tives Report and a review of all three books) to Yugoslavia (via 
Detroit), The latter order·was most unusual because the letter this 
American re·ceived from ·yugoslavia, asking :for the book, came by--sheer· 
coincidence to someone who knew Olga from Post Printing and decided 
we woul'd know how she could get a copy, tilike said the trilogy of 
revolution was exactly ·what-permitted him to have presented· a·l:l· oi . .... : .. -.: 
Marxist-Humanism .in a 15 minute period to the class he had addressed, 

The other point that was discussed was, of course, News J 
Letters, now going to_·-p:r-ess· as well as future issues, For thie-"VEir_Y.· ·:· · 
special ltlarx centenary issue Olga volunteered to write the Editorial 
on Youth and Education in the horrible retrogressive stage of P.~agon• 
ism, naturally set in the absolutely opposite view o:f' Marx on revolu
tionary education, . The Marx centenary issue will, of course, be se11t 
out widely to special~ lists and all locals are asked to cr.eatQ. ,their 
own such lists as well, So inseparable is the centenary from the book 
and from the contemporary scene of class struggles that M"lcolm, who 
just returned from Montreal where we asked him to go when the general 
strike of public employees broke out as the Quebecois asked to join 
the Second International, not only came back with an exciting report 
for the paper, but had placed the new book in two bookstores, sold two 
new subs to N&L and established new correspondents. 

Any other letters on the tour will not come from me, as 
I am declaring myself "off-limits" in order to prepare for the very 
busy scheduled tour, which begins exactly where the new American roots 
of ~~xist-Humanism sprouted in the General Miners' Strike in West Va, 
in 1949-50, Yours, RAYA 
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