
2832 fast Grand Boulevard • Detroit, Michigan 48211 • Phone: 873-8969 

Octoter 11, 1983 

TO 1\;ARXIST-HUI'IiA~'ISTS, NATIOi'iALLY A~':l n:nHNATIONALLY, AND 
FRIENDS OF CHARLZS ;::rSN:sY, ~'!:DITOR OF NE'."/S & LETT~RS 

Dear Comrades• 

Death has such a finality about it that it is very difficult to 
hold before one's eyes that ideas of freedom never die, and that one 
who-- in struggle and in thought-- lived such a life, and in death 
lives in us, is Charles Denby, editor of News & Letters from its 
birth, In mourning his death we remember h~s life, and want to make 
sure that it is his life, in all its revolutionary ramifications that 
we now recall, so that this generation acheives the final overthrow 
of this capitalist, racist, sexist society and helps truly new human 
relations come to be, 
· Take .the fact of how Denby came to choose Indienant Heart as, ·· · 

the title of his autobiography. Re-read the frontispiece to Indignant 
:·.Heart, wh·ere Wendell Phillips speaks of the inseparability of the··· .. 

. .' ,~!>.r.:l.9- freedom. stru~gle from India to Hungary ~o Ireland to Black_ 
: ;Ainer.1cas "It is -sa1d that the earthquake of r.~sbon tossed the sea· in 
'·. ~illows on the coast. of Cuba1 so no Indignant Heart is beating any-

__ wh.ere: whose pulses are not felt on the walls ·of our American bastille" 
. The Black· Dimension in all its international ramifications had Denby . · · ""'···:······" 
.'find an affinity with the great abolitionist Wendell Phillips, and· 

·>thus ·also with Marx, At once what comes to life is the very American 
' rqo,ts of Marxism in today' s t•iarxist-Humanist ,!!'lobal struggle, 

.· .•.. · .•. ·. , ·. Now read his very last statement to our Constitutional Conven-
. : .. ,tion,_ which will be published in Denby's "Worker's Journal" column. 

in. the next issue of N&L, and see that nothinl!' had chanred in .the.· 
75th year. which closed his life. Indeed, precisely because in NJarx' s 
l'ast years.he had expressed what Charles benby was expressing in the .. 
1V1arx centenary, the Novem ber "Worker's Journal" will end with Marx's .. · 
stat~meilt on the birth of his grandson when r~:arx himself was already . 

· facing deaths · 
· (Children born today have before them) "the most revolu-; .... 

tionary period which human beings have ever had to live · 
through. It is not good to be so old that one is capable 
only of i'orseeinp. and not of seeine". 

(Karl Marx to Jenny, April 29, 1881) 

-- The Resident Editorial Board 



October 12, 1983 

In Lieu of REB !ld.nutes of the Special r .. eeting on Charles penby' s Death 

. Dear Friends• 

. A special REB meeting was held the day following Charles Denby's 
death at 4•30 Pll'i Oct, 10, 198), As much as we all feel the tragedy of 
life's end, none can feel it as sharply as Effie, and it is to her that 
our .hearts go out, We will naturally do everything we can to help her 
in this period, 

. · The family is conductinr his funeral on·Saturday, oct. 
15th,' Our special in-memoriam meeting will be held on Sunday afternoon 
November 6th, To that News & Letters-sponsored memorial meeting we wil: 
wish to invite friends who were associated with Denby in all periods 
of. his life and struggle, from the shops to the support for Lowndes 
County, ~labama civil rights actions, and a few from other tendencies. 
we',are asking the locals to sugp:est people who should be invited and 
written to, · · 

. The discussion at .the REB reflected how very, very diffi­
cult it is. to separate the editor from the continuance of N&L, While 
Raya's statement to "Dear Comrades" was unamimously approved, and all 

· . found .. it "tl;'emendously moving",· every REB member was moved in very 
,·c·oncre:te. wii;Ys' .from their- own relations with Charle.s Denby, _Thus, Jim 
read out rth¢.: last part of a let·ter he had. just .written to Sheila• "The 
truth if!V!1h,a:t;_ wP,en it comes .to Denby and youth, the·generation gap dis­
solve:s,,_.:a"fac.t .tha:t we keep discovering anew. That won't sto·p because 
new; ... yo_ung !lives are .still· attracted to new ideas. which the name Char lei 

,; , penby,,~will' always. represent .. - as a worker' a way of: knowirig, ':as ::EL ':E',tack 
X:';milii:tar.lt {~anci .· as editor .. of .!Vlarxi at-Humani at N&L, . Becai.isE( ~tho'se. ;eJ:ti!m'ents 
+~n~~t~e ·.prgan~_zatioil· war~; ,so . iilf1piring to . me'· ~he' fir !'It "J.,ett~r· ,I ;,ej~l:' . 
.. Y!i'P:t.e ·to N&Lc,'o/as tc_> Denby -,himself when I was l.n higlf-scno,o,l~ ~Thou,_g;l): 

:· . .:···•··· .•.. ·· he'.s,-gone. :now,: ·I'm .. con#dent we'll see the world .. he could ,only ::f'o.x:.E!ee." 
· ·.· · :,:v:: ;Di~ .r.f.!.cal,.l.e.d he#ing Denby speak to college s:t:ii4e.n.;t;s;' _e,n.d. ;h,ow · .·> 

· ;;he;J!co.ul:d•.te:lrl,;a stOl:'YAn· _a way that Jt illuminated a Yll1ole 1'/0.l:'l~. ~hose 
·· . ·.·. ·who. debate the difference between: Part I and II. of. IHBW.:F. dori't 'under-
. ~.,;, .ista,ri._d ·how:•i t-,.expresses ·,Uni versal-Particular..;Individual• -In' Chap; ·1 o:r 

~art :ri }w.e: meet an· individual born. in a particular place and ,a Particu-
' ;lar ti·me":" .. :Lowndes. county, Alal)ama.in the early :v-;ars of:th~s):.e~':ti'.¥'Y• 
· .:·~~ou ~ead~the::whole bo()k,,.and. expe.r:.,ence j)enby' s.lJ,fe, all,h~s;,~h()~ghts 
. ·'?£\!1!\d;,struggles, , and at the end of Pat:t II you see .the en~ire.,W~J:'l,~' :t;ree­
_j·;:.dom·:-struggle, .you see•.a-whole philosophy· ,of freedom. : · ··: ·".'~.. ·· 

. .. v';(;;}~i.:);"·.. ' .. -'· · : · , _, , . . · . . Lou spci~!l·O,f."h()w 
:· _al~.VEI=:Denby··Wa$ even.· at the end, of .. how he kept saying that ,a ;sai~P,r .. 
· ',r.r.never .knows. when, a· storm: will come· and shake a, calm sea •. He ke.pt_.,}!.oping 

.· S:fdr ;:eyol!ltionary.~p_()silibilites even at .that advanced age. I~ •. l:lis~llfe · 
w.e:•see ,·that it is the long association with a philosophy"of rev~l:u1;ion 

·~.that •St.ls:tai,ns,-,you,;)wsuzanne. appreciated Raya re-telling how Denby came 
to,! choose the:•ti~lfi! ~orTndignant Heart I it explains m119?• abo ':It hi.s 

-•,wiewiof,;:life, .I ·feel· the most ·fitt!r1g tribute and profound exP!;'ession 
'oftour: love for .him is to see' that his 1:\.fe.' s work contihues in ~s·; . 

· that·not.one beat i!'l-lost, . . .... , ... , .. . : ;.,·~~; .. ,:. -~ .. ,: . 
, .~ • .: , . , ,, . , , . . . . . ~ f91 t that Marx' 8 letter on· wanting to 
see:··rather than:·only forsee went to the heart of Denby's life, in tel­
ling:what we are living for-- a new, human world, The growth and devel• 
opment",o.f ~. il'ldivi~ual• i's also the development of all of us. Denby . 
in Lowndes County in' 1982 was presenting a world view that had he glim~ 

.Peed when he chose that Wendell Phillips quote, Eugene·had just come · . 
from telling of Denby's passing to an older Black worker, whose respons( 
was that Denby's "powerful life is not over", I think of the last two 
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years ·when he ·was not able to be so active, .ye·t his world impact contin­
ued through his book and the correspondence ·with readers all over•· 

.. Andy 
remembered his own rich experience working with ~enby on Part II·of 
~ •. and of th~ wprk with the·Stinger, the-shop newspaper Denby edite~ 
,rtehrysler Mack ... !furinr. the Black caucus period o£ the late 1969s~ 
There are several- .people from that period we would want to invi '!:e ·to 
the memorial mee'ting, · . · · · . 

Tommie recalled how she was given a copy·'of' the 
1952 edition .when she first c.ame around N&LC, and what a j!:I"eat affinity. 
she felt.f'o~ what he wrote, Here was a worker, yet he expressed every­
thit:tg in his life story, Denby's li.fe make.s you remember 'that the poin·· 
of production is where you have to uproot c'api tali sm. Neda said that 
she came to know.Denby through "Worker's JoUrnal", but that most of 
all it was the life-lone; relationship o.f Dehby and Raya that helped 
her understand _how movement from practice and movement from theory 
are inseparable, Bob was thinking o.f all the .factory distributions 
he had. been on wit~enby at Fleetwood after Denby retired from Chrys­
ler, He .never separated .thought from daily a.l;ltivity,_ whether distri­
butions or running off the wrappers .for mailing rut· N&:J1. What other 
editor ever did tliat? · . · · · ·;. · ·,. · 

·. · Lou, read the Press release· 'O'h Denby's death that 
··he had prepared· for. the daily press, :ire will deliiE!'r· 'it' in person in 

the hope .that cme contact will wish to write a more extensive piece 
.thSA.the,u's\.!B.l,o,bituary. This was.approved,.":and is enclosed, · ::.,: ... ·. .... . :: .. ·. · ·> : · · ·. :. · ,:_ . : Raya and Mike 'then -listed 

.. · .the:.riiarcy ch~Eis'that will:.Characterize the Nov, issue·of N&L.soon I 
I . ·I 
' ::: ,·~o.il1g~,t9 pr!i,~~~::.The f'irst .. ailcj. .forein~stis tha;i;;:t;he who:I,e of pag~: ~-- .. 

.willrbe1 ·dev~ted,_to Denby; Denby':a.statement· ttr'the Convention•w111 1'go .·.·!,. 
~f.xit(l ,.J)!s:;-;~?.~-~e~ '.s jptirna:J,:" ·, colU!nji.: -~h~ .. Le!id wil·l be on Denb;~~' s l(te :. · ·.·· 

,, ... and.;.will :be .written. by Ray a• We ·have not yet decided where the -Lead • ... : 
... "')i~i~~.ria~i~;:~~~~~giie::d.:'to" ~e~er. q~;~he cris.is _,in i;he··Pliilli:Pine!l wi!l:::·r · .... · · 
'-';: ,),i~PP.~~t''"EI.Ig~.-\19··: .!!~id: tllat c~eariyr:, with all t_he se .. changE! So we •. ;wf'l,l;_ have · .. ·. ·· .. 

__ .t:to .... ~pe,ce· ·.~9,:r::,.tne-· Introduot1on :to. AQQ,X we in.~enqed to, -publish .1~· thi's . ·_.·· · 
·-.:issue; ... rt;;wni .. be :held."for the ;D'ec. N&L, • ·:· ..... ,. :., . · ~L. ::_,,.,. .. _ .·.•·.·.•· 

•. ;~;; i:·;.,.~;-;.; ,.~,. ·~_ ... ;·~- .- .'._~~~~.'.'·-~ '. '··. · ·: ,·. ·-::_ -~,-~ : · ·-: ·.- _T~iere ·are· ~ny ·.,r$;t~~p _r~-~-~,~-c~~:< · 
. , .. ,~;?.~~ · g~.,tfl~"tt~~e~y .t~~t ·h~s- b.~~agen. Nel!l' and Letters O~Jiulii '~(_tees-:.· ... , .. :· ... 

. c: (.:~~;:,Y(e,~Vf~l~;-!le':'!t::furth~:r;:·'disouf!sJ.ons~. Th!,!s, one aspect· of'. :this,_ li~e · .. j • .' 
.•. , ... ,~h~'·~~ea~;t;h$.~. we·:.woul,~ Yfi,sh, to ~arry; in' the.last·months of .the.lVJarx '. ·.:· .·. 

. oentenary;"·a"f'ul;t:_c:haP:t:er, or excerpts of sey-eral chapters, of•·Indi:g- ;· .:i 
... ~,,nant Hei£t,in .. ~Worker's Journal", we will need to t~ke.up a~.the·next. •·. 

·j~lj:B~!llee.'nr.g!l~~:f;; ~!J.,!lt tim£! Vfe will return to the top1cs orig1nally , · ·.· ·· . · ! 
,1 .. i ,: s~he.~~led·;f'C?t .·;t;h.~s·Yieek' s:·agend~jp ·'the discu!'l~ion· of' .Andy' s"dra~.t·:o-f. . . 
·' (,;the~.19?~750:~in~r.s.~~~~ri)t~;.pamlllil,et, as.we~l as R~ya's .Appe~dix to:1t. 

;;·::.:. ~~::~~f~~~~~~u,~~.~~~1s~~t;~~8~~~!.+ng-out conve,ntJ.on deois1on~. w1,~1 
· ''"' ·• '-~··· : ~·· ...... c!: ' .·.•;- .. _.,.. ':. ·, ·';.'list of names was· then -compi-led ·for 
... P!>lsibie< iillvite'e·s: :f;o·.· the.,in.:.mam~dam meeting ·we will hold Nov,;. :6th; · ·' ~» '~~il!'bel,':~i jhc(i'Ji.a:d: .lie en · called' l!i,st. night. wil;I. inform the whole •mem­

b·ership'i ·Our' brief statement· and this In Lj,eu of REB Minutes ·will · 

,_ ,11 

·;:! t~~:~'~t:f~~e.Je .. ,s~,nt t_o. the locals. pY, E;x:press inail. • · · ··.: 
.... :::'-'"""·,· ,,,,-:_: :. :;': ... :. .11'1eeting convened.? Hll,.A.dj()~ne!l.,9.PM_,_~,,-;·:·c;·. c::-:;c·:,o;-.0·:::;: ... _; -.--;-':· ~- -r. · . ! .!;-·; · • •• -,~ i~·-·· • -' 

. ';: :,;:_.; ' .. 
• '~: ·.: l •· ·'· .. 

···,.,::;.!,:~~ -... ~~~ 
~: ~. . 

,,!:,·, _r 

•., 
'•I"' 

. ·: 
. ! ; .. ! . .. 

Yours,·., .•. ·_. ... , . 
·: Raya :£or the RE.B . ~ . . , 

'' ,, 

. ~- ... 

16037 
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Received oot. 26, 1983, from OlaBBOWt 

Dear Rasa• 
Please permit me to join with you and the other 

comrades in paying respect er.d recalling tho work done by OhiU'lea 

Denby over many years. I first heard hie name come frOm your 

Ups when you visited our oity a n11111ber ot year• qo. I oan 

remember.how pleaeed you were about having a Black man ae 
«" Bdl tor ot •lfewe 6 Lettora. • There is nothing more aaddenlng 

.~· I 

than the final departure ot one who not onlY shares aur views 

but regards them as ot vital importance to tho welfare ot Humanity 

ae a whole. 

He is a lose to all ot you who knew him eo well. 

I met him iri Toronto when, with other firendso he came to 
. ' . 

m~et me. I had hoped to see him again •. He impreeeed me. I 

th1rik I ciould have got on well w1 th him. It is our. job to get 

. cin w1 th fUrthering the only cause that matters. lly aympa.th188 

azoe· with ;vou ali. our goal atlll lies ahead. I ahiU'o :fO'!l' 
•'"·''"'"· ... . . 

.. lose. 

H8Z'r:f McShane 

.. 
. 

:.; ' 

:·-·. 

.... 


