Farewell address b Commander In Chlef Fldel Castro, o

First Secretary of the Central Comtmttee of the Cuban Communist

- and President of the Councils of State and Ministers,
in funeral homage to the heroes fallen in unequal |

combat agamst Yankee Impenahsm in Grenada.
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8. The Cubans fired first.

10, There were over 1,000 Cubans in Grenada.
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13. The U.S. troops would remain in Grenada for a week.
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the fnvading forces were facing. The military parade the = |
Pantagon had plannad to hald in four houre did not tgke pc]
into acoount the teneclous and haroic reaistance of the blo
Cubun cooperation personnel and of the Grenadian sol- £5)
dlers. Who, then, has told the truth, and who has cyni- tio
«<ally led about the events in Grenada? No foreign jous- A
nalists — not even those from the United States — were bas
ellowed to see and repart on the events on the spot. The org
pretaxt that this prohibition was a security measure for Hai
the journaliats is both superficial and ridiculous, What Cul
they obviously wanted was to monopolize and manipulate for
information so they could ls without any hindrance to not
warld public opinfon, including the people of the United me]
States. This was the only way they could'spread deliber- .8
ate lies and falsehoods of all kinds — which would bas dif- hav
fieult to clear up and refute after their initial impact and equ
effect on the poopls of the United States, Eveninthis, the . Gu
method used by the U.8. Administration was Fascist. the
What is left now, objectively, of thosa 19 assertions? whe
Wb.nn are the silos for stratagic missiles that were being Hos
tuiltin Grenada? But all those les that the world did not the
bellave, told by the U.8, President and his spokesmen, . Ho
made a tremendous impact on U.8, public opinion. E
- Moreover, the invasion of Grenada was precented to
the U.S. people as & great victory for Reagan's foreign rific
policy against the Socialist camp and the revolutionary and
mtl:&ma;t. It Linked to th c death o U8, tion
soldiers 0
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U.S. Government. Ji~fi-8
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Imparialism is bent on destroying eymbols, becauss it
knows the value of symbols, of examples and of ideas. It
wanted to destroy them in Grenada and it wanta to de-
stroy them in El Salvador, Nicaragus and Cuba, But sym-
bols, examples and idess cannat be destroyed. When thair
enemies think they have destroyed them, what they have
actually done is made them multiply, In trying to wips
out the first Christians, the Roman Emperors spread
Chiristianity throughout thé world. Likewlae, all atterapts
to destroy our ideas will only multiply them.

Grennda has aiready multiplied the Selvadoran, Nica- .

ragua and Cuban revolutionaries's patriotic convictions

and fighting apirit, It has been proven that the best U.S.

troops can be fought and that they are not feared. The
imperisliata must not imore the fact that they will en.
countar flerce resistance whoraver they attack a revolu-
tionary pecple. Lat us hope that their pyrrhic victory in
Grenada and thelr air of triumph don’t go to thefr heads,
leading them to commit serious, irreversible arvors. They
will not find in El Saivador, Nicaragua and Cuba the
particular circumstancs of revolutionarios divided amang

themaelves and divorced from the people that thay found

in tiny Grenada. " . ‘
Inmare than thres ysars of hercic struggle, the Salva.

doran revolutionaries have become experiénced, fear

-some and Invineible fighters. There are thousands of

them who know the land inch by inch, vetsrans of dosens

of victorious combata who are accustomed to fighting and’
winning when their odds are, one to ten against elite

troops, trained, armed and advised by the United Btates. .

Their unity {s more solid and indestructible than ever.
Jn Nicaragua the imperialists would Lave to confront .
a deeply patriotic and revolutionary peopls that taunited,

armod and ready to fight and that cannevarbe

subjugated,

With regard to Cuba, if in Grensda the imperielists”

had to bring i an elite division to Sght against a handful
of isolated men struggling in a emall strongheld, lacking -
fortification, a thousand miles from their homeland, how-

any divisions weuld shay nood soolngt mMicooofoemt. .-
* batanta fighting on their own soll alonguide thelr owm

peapls?

Our country — as wg have already sald on other coca-
siona — might be wiped off the face of the sarth, bub it
will never be conquered and subjugased. In\m )
A

Amarican people would raiss the tmorale of all the py
of Latin Americs and tum taelr feslings against the ag-
grecaors, A bottomless abyss would be opened betwsen
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and promisss of all kinds were mads to each of them to

try to got tham to go to the United States, But they were *

@ot able to break thelr stealliks firmness. Not a single
one dessrted his homeland. In our country thero was no
manipulaticn of the news, nothing was hidden from the

nannln AN sanare namanenine sha lnnantan thab momes wn
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many eventually make the whole, the complete whole, and, in tHe course of
this, revolutionarics are revolutionized. The struggle of. tcndcnc:cs is a revolu-
tion wnllm the Caribbean revolution. .

lNTERNATIONAL POLITICAL CURRENTS -

Thcy say that the 18th and 19th Centuries were the ages of enlightenment
and rcason, but throughout these centuries the world remained pretty stereo-
typed, in fact, the political, social and economic structures, the inherent social
relations, and the intermationud division of labour. remained intact and
hardened. The ages of enlightenment aidd reason only represented the final
aging and maturing of jnternational capitalissn—by .then it had pulled the
entire world into one; its technology had developed beyond all dreams, and
communication [rom the most backward outposts of tie world to the very epi- -
centres of international capitalism was being realized within the “blink of an
eye", Constant scientific inventing, as an integral part of capitalist development,
was a must as they sought better and more cfficient ways to intensify and
widen the scope of sociul production and to furlhcr facilitate business arrange-
ments and transactions according 1o .the dictates of the process of making vne”
dollar grow into a million dollars. Whatever growth in the standard of living
of the masses of the world that came as.a result was purely incidental. But

~ Fnternational Capitalism could not help "enlughlenmg" itself without enhgh(cu-

. ing in the process Jarge sccuons of the dchumamzcd and cxplmted masses the

' worjd -Qver. ' s . L.{,

- ATid _50. the-20th Cenlury came to producc(:wa evcms,that catapulted the 7, .
world Tto a new stage, as people moved to smash ancient social relations and (Q_/- ‘
thereby gencrated currents to bcgm the destruction of capitalism as a nng- 0" ;

- dimensional universal force. The' first event took place in one of the most
backward outposts of mlu.nmlmnal capitalism where as- much-as 755, of the
people could not. read or “ruc'-flu' ermu Revalution.of 9!7 The second .
event took place and dcw.lnpcd i the ‘bowels and- jaws mlemauonnl
capitalism itscll, raccland: USA, the-police of The World—rhe Black Power

" Movenent of th 0's.Lhese two social events are 1o the 20th Cestury wh'u

., the French and Haitinn: rcvolulmns were 1o the 18th Century .. . no part of the

"~ moderr. world has escapcd their effccts, and to date they are still proving to
bc sources of genvine cnhghlenment to masscs of people throughout the world
“fin their. struggle to enwson a new humanity. At the same time, and qQuitet

,uimvo:dably 50, lh»fd:sloruons of these two cventy _have_been trcmcndou.

- The. Russia evplu ion established first and forcmust _Q\J philosoph!
; and theory of evolutionary orgifization, based on the M"P-
* interpretation of ial phcnnmcna It equipped the world with o

view and 231 izati hc alliange of the advanced sectors :
- elhe m(ﬂﬁ pf@ éjgr_!?lls and Intellect,
L um. nitl h (o overcome the lnu:lily uf pna ism. It 1ells also abom -h- »
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(houghts against the objective situation that ascertains one's validity
for & specific point in time, and only for that specific point in time.
‘The constant process of weighing onc’s ideas against the ideas of
others, subjectivity against objectivity, of debating positions, of
exposing und baring different tendencies, and resolving antagonistic
contradictions one way or another, is essential and must not be stifled
if truth is the desired end, and revolution is to be made. And no
.~ Tevolution has ever simply happencd. T

- .

With l}-is wndersstanding, the attempt here, thercfore, is 10 discuss the
Caribbean fevolution’ In context of the different tendencies and ideas that are -
stiuggling for supremacy. The material busis of the different tendencies, their

~ Sources their universal and historical development are to be discussed through- .

&}ut. Such an analysis is of utmost importance at the moment for the course
dnd natiire of the next 30 years _of _‘(_,':r_zf_ihlycan history:witl be determined by [

whichever of the' téidencies that proves successful in grippi the InassesTof .
people, and it Tiateriel and spiritual -foree. -@do’f‘m
\Wwomep shall \;mwismmcstion that will be's most of 811
by r:;::thﬂEc?n??ﬂ‘ﬁ‘l‘c\sti'u“;.ig,lz;a“-rc:vulﬁtiv:fri:?r]?‘t’cﬁilellcifas.'Shall we see the
universal trends and currents within our specific situation and social exper-,
_iences, fully. grasp and understand them, and be prepared to meet the rest of
~+ humanily at_the-utassroadsato-a.new world? Shall we scck the frecdom to -
~inculcate all the modern scientific knowledge, industrial techniqucs, skills and
© ., wealth that is there before the whole wide world;"and make this our.common

- properly too, particularly o £AR a great extent it was all derived off our exploited

and__delumanized backs? @ shall we 'sink into barbarism, and a’life of
. rpﬂww"_m' ad social Telations already negated by _the revolutivns of
. Rumankind seme 2 M Or, by far not the least worse, are we to
become aifomated_“cyberiautst mechanical slaves existing like zombies in
the space age, glutted by the alienation of super-luxury, devoid of the use of
imagination, the joy of living, but captivated by rehecarsed, State-organized
spontancity and creativity? : -
“The question is frightfully important if only it forces a few to recognize
that -at the moment the revolution is just as much a struggle against the
capitalist system as it is a struggle between conflicting tendencics posed by the
students of revolution dedicated to the making of the revolution, What is
- importsnt is thal we begin to view (he revolulion in such lglality and act
accordingly, Yho'can say whether it is in the actual

oyerthrowing the Caribbean colonial capitalist system that one revolutionary
tepdeney shail lrimjvh above all others, Arwheiher it is going to be as a

- result of the[processtof one tendency pubiing predominance that the system
shall be averthrown, Only time will tell, Towever what we do know is that the
I P A .
ihjeptiop-of-ideiloey b g uiiliing factor of dtl’\'\ll@is always crucial to the

e TR TR TR Are BIRGT OOl s within the revolution, the
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relationshipy between such an organizalion, the vapguard, led by the working-
ciags, and the rest of the broad-fiasses. The Chinese und Cuban_revolutions
that came after-only>developed this idea further with diferent gariations rising
out of their particular realitics, but the essential basics of class struggle were
the same whether the workers or the peasants were the ac cading class,
In addition the Russian revolution re-affirmed ll:t{;’i}?‘:!_:ﬁ_cnlﬁlnaturc of the
cluss struzgle precisely because at the point in timeof s dechrrence Imperial-
ism as the last stage of capitalism was in fact the most fundamental develop-
ufht wilhin the dialectical movement of capital, and the capitalists were
jfivolved in a Workl-War to divide up their spheres of influence and contral.
E:A/ﬂcw It lmnalf Working Men’s Association (the 3rd Inteinational) was
v '-1L shished and rcvnhmunancs throughout all the continents were affilinied
)' } dll‘CLl]} to it as Russia became the centre of world revolution. And nust - r’
J “stress that the influence on the Caribbggn was great; for cxamplc. in; ;%;J'thc {
< vanguard organization in Trinidad and Tobago that succeeded in nlobl‘mng
the entire population was called the Trinidad Working Men’s Association, and
in the 1930°s, Butler; the leader of the mass movemcm. was noted to say “If
1 comc't—_power, S lm will gladly send us money™.

“Put aftér 1928 the Russian Revolution, despite its astonishing developrr ent
in ‘production and distribution of goods and services, academic education,
science and technology, cte., degencrated through a number of quahlalwe
changes from Bolshevik Marxism-Leninism into. Stalinism, a cen tralized Stat
I‘J_llz_%%lwﬁfyl“ihat runs an economy in which“there are inherent and opetauve

. @l-(he fundamental laws of capital develupment,, accumulation and appro-
priation twincd with the social relations between people and people typical
of modern capitalism. though covered over by superficial revolutionary theory

(ideology) that finds itself standing more and more in adversity to the objective

- movement and dictales of Russian capital to the extent that daily distortions

- of the theory become.a necessity, The Stalinists control State, Party and
People rigidly: their main interest being the maintenance of theirdbufeaiictatic
position within Russia at all costs, at the expensc of all others, an"ﬂ“ﬁ-’dwelop
the “new sociely” not only as they envisioned it to be fashioned but as they
are forced to fashion it by the development of capital, In so doing the
bureaucracy has hardened to suit the situation and stifle the new contradictions
that arose. It is precisely out of such a context that the Russians could have
called_on the baby Nationa! Liberation, Movcmcms of the colonial world 1o
diréel prnp.u,anda attacks nguinst the Japanese who had no- colonics but to
sofieii” nn the allies of Russia, i.e. England and France, who had colonics
lﬁrougl wout the African and Asian continents. This coupled with the Fact ‘that
the 3rd Intcrnational, like the 2nd, failed to prevent workers fighting on behalf
of capitalism led lo Russis’s fading away as the guiding light of World
Hevolution. Other factors such as the invasion of Hungary only intensified
what had already begun to happen. Therefore when the National. Liberation
Mavements of the 3rd World really mushroomcd once again aftcr 1945 there
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was a marked alicnation from Russia. Sure, they took heip from Russia and:
will continue to do sa but on the overall, Russian theoretical projections an.d
suppositions, forcign policy, Statc organization (Kremiin) and economic
interests became suspect. Worse yet when it was realized that every crilicism
of the Russian situation came to be viewed as anti-Sovictisin just as the Jew
Zionists label all criticisms as anti-Semitism. )
Of doursa the Imperialist world forces realized this alienation and _scw.cd
the opportunity to intensify their dirty propaganda to further the isnlal!un of
Russia and denounce per se socialist ideology. Cold Wat..politics dominated
the World. The reality is that growing contradictions within the “*revolutionary
socialist” camp guve scope to Imperialist propagenda.
1 g W World reaction to all this led eventually to 5 main establiched lr_qnds:
%)W)' S Russian distortion of Marxism-Leninism to give their pnsitipn
G ™~ theoretical validity—their distortion skilfully based on holding
Lenin's words to the letter, out of particular objective conlext,
d . devoid.of the philosophical framework that was instrumental at all
.. times 1o Lenin’s thoughts and action.
(2‘._ ﬁ‘fAltcmpts by clements throughout the developed and underdeveloped
v’ world to recapture the genuine philosophy and methodology of
Marxism-L.cninism. VARIATIONS HAVE evolved that are in no -
way fundamentally different to Stafinism but each accuse the other
of revisionism™.
 Rejection of Marxism-Leninism _altogether and its universality,
" resulting in attenpts to find “own thing".-
The two Super-Powers lﬁ&;ry and with this the question of the non-
alignment of the National Liberation Movemenits of the 3rd World
to-both USA and Russia. This theory is peared to widen the .
separation or alienation of the liberation movements from the Eustern
:+ *'Socialist” bloc, moreover it has become the pet line of the Chinese
P lSla‘jinist_sﬁ in their struggle with Russian Stalinists and vice-versa, On .
P i,\;.';L,tl’ié"G't'ﬁcr hand the local popular middle-class bourgeoisic. that came -
""" to power in the countrics that gained Independence after 1945 also .
claimed to be non-afipnied but almost-all of them were satellites of the |
Usﬁ:-«— N . :
E_) In !?_SE_{ when Castro, Che and the 26th July, Movement came 0!
power it Cuba, Marxism-Leninism aWoKe, re-aflinnation came that
CJ_.___;‘lmperialism could be defeated. Immediately the Cuban revolution
. became the guiding light to the w di-precisely because there seemed ‘
. -~ to bec an instinclive distaste fop BUreducracy) juxtaposed with an
iisatiable greed for direct democrdcy Within the new Cuban exper-
ience. The Cubans appeated not_tu be afraid to_admit that new
contradictions- had _arisen within the revolution since power was
scizéd,” @ind the ways through which they hoped to rusolved thera
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sontradictions were Boldly outlined, Mot ¢ven 15 years had passed

hefore Castro was haard to say “the’ ‘Conumuhist. P‘ﬁly is usurping
the role that rightfutly\belongs to the masses of people . this must be
stopped at once,” @ "b‘:I‘WETﬁth_rcmcmber isa Cﬁrﬂi_cgn islandyy.

‘ The Black Power Movement of the 1960's came on the scene and
‘proceeded to canse all the § trends to snowbal! nnd intensify, FE’%MEL—
" become anlannmsl:c a4 age to them Luzgolvcd ercin Jics one
Levolution, lt causcd the entire world to take another look at itself,
to se-examiie Tifernativnal Politics, and it exposed further invaliditics in the
revolutionary praxis of many. A tired African American woman -
refused 107 sit at the buck of the bus thereby defying the basis of socal and
production relations within Raceland USA where racism is iuslituiionalizcd.,
Currents were set off, new dimensions. were added, a first shot up into the air -
and Black Power rocked the world, The term Black Power and its essence .
came if only to highlight a reality heretofore ignored, overleoked, by inter-
national revolutionaries, Socialists, Communists, all the brands alike, even those
who championed W. E. B. Du Bois. but failed to understand that one of the
central problems of the 20th Century politics is the problem of the, colour
Iu-c . The lask before them all was to place the Black Power Movement
“within its correct socio-historic perspective and recognize it as an inherently
revolutionary social phenomenon despite all its overt and superficial manifest-

ations. Not (o simply sav that it is wrong. The movement came, it happened,
hundreds of ihousands moved; the task was (o point out its causes, its

-+ emergence, its transformations and historical development, its contradictions

and where it should be going based on its own internal dynamics and inter-
action with what was happening throughout the world. But the static distorted,
incorréct Marxist-Leninist tendencies could nol accomodate such analysis.
As is lypical of them, lhcy took literally the slogans and symbols through which
the masses of people in the siwation best found expression, and replied
nepatively “the strugele is based on elass not race”, when in fact there is no
reality in the USA outside of & unity of class and race issucs but black people
in the USA found it anccessily to pose their struggle of the 60%s in a particular
context, It is such an understanding, and most crucially the exposition of it,
that would have brought a linkage between the Black Power Movement and
_ the Marxist-Leninist tendencies. Morcover such an understanding had to be
placed within a programme of accepted practice. But this was not done, and
instead we suw and still sec the trivial international championing of individual
black nctivists as a stralegy towards gaining, in particular, Stalinist influence
. on the black masses, but to no avail, The Blgck Revolulipn exposed the
L'mplilll‘s% of the Stalinist line and has proven fo be a mosy/significant fuctor
“in dm ing the \Vurld Studeut Movement, tha lgrépﬁlhe wake of the Black
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The Black revolution within the USA began as a civil rights movement
wiich was feformisi in naine calting for racial integration and respect of
human rights, it was not anti-capitalist in perspective, When this stage had
spent itsclf, Black Nationalism or Black Power evolved which in its slal.cd
positions saw the struggle for human rights and dignity as synonymous wn!:
a 'struggle for political power. No ane was going to fight any longer to sit

. down next to “white people”, and this found expression in a kind of Black
exclusiveness. How many remember that it was the clean shaven baby-face kid
who marched with Mactin Luther and Young White radicals that grew to be
Stokeley Carmichacel, Political power for all Black pcople by any mcans
necessary. That was as far as they could have gone given the situation. It was
the negation of the Luther King days. The problem came when the movement
was forced, by internal contradictions and by the inter-relation with revolution-
ary forces throughout the world, to take on new dimensions and negate the
negation of the Luther King period. In other words when it was time to move
beyond Black Nationalisin and become revolutionary armcd with a method
and theoretical perspective to inject into the situation and take the people 10
the stage of sceing political power as 2 means {0 an end; the end being new
cconomic and social relations, a new society frec from all exploitation, Black
or White, The point is that their very exclusivéness which led them fo sce
themselves as a separate “colony™ within the USA tcok them into relationship
with the other colonics of the world: they atrived at an inlernational cutlook
through their very so-called scparaleness brought cn by the objective factor
of racistn and its ramifications, physcological and otherwise, within their
immediate environment. . '

At this time it was incvitable that the situation would by necessity break
up into splinters. There was a transcension to be made and not cverybody was
going to make it."Secondly, ull who made it would not be necessarily moving
in the same dircction, on the contrary they moved onto sevegal diversed goutes
issuing out of different points of departure. =

'rﬁ@mo ed to drban gicrilla tactics, Ii P

IR yed I gucrilla tactics, like the Black Panthers and

_ ng/ “ an A\the forinde sipposedly Marxist-Leninist in approach, the
N

latter”a development on the Black Nationalist Line calling for 6
separate States for Black people to build a new sociely. The lack of
strict ‘attention 1o the realities of the sibuation, to the principles of
revolution, and to the laws of social devclopment led many heroic
martyrs to their graves, _

2 Some Black Naﬁonaligts; failing or refusing to pe;givc the class
“hature of the striggle embraced Black Capitalism withiy the social

fabrics of the USA, ‘
@ _Others recognizing the evils of capitalism und imperialism, and
, _ o racism as an integral patt of this, pursue the trend o find an ideology
. 161 05 that s not oripinated by the *‘white man™ and have been reviewing
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Alrican history ‘with the view to implant ancient African life styles
aidl political and ceonomic systems Gito small oiganized communtifes
wilhin capitalist America. They become Giliufal nationalists) and sec
power in African dress, names, food etc, while the capitalist/
imperialist monster continues to exist and exploit cvent them. At the
sine time the relationship between people and people, leadership
und Jeck, within these organized communities reck of the barbarism
of capitalist contradictions and of ancient foudalism and paternalistic
sacictics already negated by social development. ‘
.-Dthers have seized the opportunity to use the historic and objective
", demand o internationalize the struggle as an. escape from the
American realitics in o form of Pan-Africanisin ‘that says that the
A Irevolution on the continent is top priority and to attempt 1o make
" irevolution within the USA is nonsensical. To these Pan-Africanism
J docs not by definition have to mean anti-capitalism.

7 Bul by far, the ‘minori ed in the process of building
ri 4 serious revolutionary M nd_see themselves as part of the
© world movement to adIMR viarzism-Leninism as a*scicntific”
mithod with which to urid Stand particular and universal realities,
They support Pan-Africanism ardcntly.‘j_y'l:scc it as a struggle to
unite Africa under a Socialist banner geared to the destruction of
capitalism and imperialism,

The Black Power Movement established two main aspects:
1. That the ignoring of race within the reality of struggle is as dangerous

) -and stultifying as the ignoring of class.
'239' That the unemployeds, do in fact have a2 ‘revolutionary role to play
e ! especially due to the fact that they are no longer simply a shifting
S\ elass wsed by the capitalists as 3_,thrcag__tg__lhe__\_vo(lgqgg but_have -
beconie & rapidly ingreasing bérMcrg class with its own' sib-culture’
and-a¢Such fave undergonc™a ot of ‘qualitative changes. Today they
stand diametrically opposed (o the capitalists in terms of interests
as they come to realize that theif status in life is being relegated by
the fact that capitalism/imperialism is frable 1o generate enough

capital to’ accomniodate full_employment:-No need to mention that
i'l'u;ir sub-culture is. by nature and definition an elementary anti-
capitalist consciousness, . . . everyday they “go to meet the Man, and
beat the sysiem™—that is the hustie. This element has been feading

the Black Power gevolts which says a_Jotabout the strengths and.the.
. w""kgg__’h_"gfsjsﬁ:bflllié'[é[ gi_q_a__n-‘,—_—ﬂg_lc_ricqq-’ revolution. .

These arc precisely the fwo factots that the Stalinists and others like them
prove unable to grasp, They clivose to ignore race, outside of lip-scrvice, and
" persist do view the unemployeds as hustlers on the backs of the working-ciass

. ot e gqn s
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despite that, throughout the world today, cspcciull& the 3rd World, the
unemployeds have time and time again ussumed the tole of vanguard class.
But the Stalinists . devoid of ,diq!ctﬁiqle_.matcriulism.‘lhE philosophy of Marx
and Lenin, refrain Trom giving oxpression to this class, far less to work among
this class. We can guess that it is becausc in Marx/and Lenin's time the
unemployeds by nature were not what they are !Od% and as such neither

Marx nor Lenin, in thew docunients left to posterity, bestowed upon
this class any significant-#18oric mission. No one can fome to terms wilh .the

erms with (1) tho-race qagstion ) the reality.of the Bustler) unemployed

clags 13 a-potentially revolutionary formation _Qf_muderl'n n_capital in_the throes
of the Talling rate of profit. It is impossible to understand Caribbean reality
( tintess these Vety twoifactors are placed in proper perspective. Okay we.may,
“Have over-laboured the point, but it is important that we:understand the world
currents that have resulted from the Russian Revolution and its present
experience, and from the Black Power Movement, since these very currents
. are the seed-bed of the conilicting, tendencies within the Caribbean at the very

moment.

THE MAsS MOVEMPENTS INTENSIRY—"
ticn} whether

:ngay throughout the tﬁrihbcan ls_lands_(Cuba—lhg_ excep
it is in reference to those islands that got “Independence”™ in the late 50 and

" early 60's Br)assaciate statchood{or yePthose that are still colonial departmenis
y Yy P

in-one way or another, there are common factors fundamental to the existence

Il

! of. the whole people. The Caribbean sovicty, under pressure from outdated

and exploded by the constant revolls_of the people against.the chains of

1'brulql political—ccoromic structures and inherent archaic social relations,
i

blatant human bondage, ﬁrst(@[__“_apan_tolalIy:g[gnnq&!@’;livcrything

——

- collapsed; the fabrics of slavery could not fonger hold so it had to go. The
antagonistic relationship of “Mother Coimntrics” attempting to hold back an

" entire Caribbean sociely in primitiveness while they: themselves experienced

" enlightenment and material development precisely because of the exploitation
of Caribbean slave labour, was over. When slave socicty broke down the
economic masters of the world, after sceing the failure of the indentureship of
Indians in two particufar parts of the region, eventually rcorganized the society
within the realms of a new relativnship f‘o:“‘r_&ag_cgg!y_cajl_cd the Crown Coluny.
System_or _simply colonialism in which the cx-slave and 'the indentured

- labourer were transformied fully into workers or wagesslaves thereby modem-

_ izing the social, economic and political strangulation. We thenr entered (he

. 20th Century. From slave and indentured to wage worker was a fundamerial

‘change in production relations that bad to be accompanicd by averall develap.
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ments in the political and social structures. But despite this the Cariblean
masses never necepled the Timilations, spiritunl and otherwise, of colenialism
and constantly battled for total freedom under the feadership of the most
cducated and advanced ones. The colonial master always made it appear that
colonialism was & process to cuip and prepare us for political freedom, a
freedom that was divorced from economic freedom, divorced from the struggle
of labour against the bondage of capital, The more “educated" we becaine
along these sct lines, the more room was opened for two or three more
coleniads within the State apparatus. And though we battled right up to the
50 and 60's all that we achieved were quantative changes . . . more of this and
more of that, More to sit in the Assembly in France, more political power,
with Prime Minicler and Governor with their own fags and hotses. So while
our middle-class wd-educated “citizg bstance” fought cach other
for scats to entrench themscives as our new immediate masters and we
supporicd, our cyes were kept off the question of economics, the question of
properly and production relations, only out of which can come the fundamental
gitalitative change that we desire. From colonialism 10 present times the social
structures just bent to accommodzte more of us but kepl the growing majority
at the rools fixed on the spot as prey for capitalism/imperialism.

The fact that people here acquired political power and nothing changed
has resulted in particular attention being paid to the question of the economy
and its organization. In fact since the acquisition of political power or the
scmblance of it by the local overseer class, the cconomic situation has become
progressively worse for the large masses of people. This[pring
within the Caribbean framework of nee-colonial capitalism has brought forth
mass more intense than ever confrontations finfe-and limc ag'\in conl‘ronlnlions

e that h.wt. 1
(‘uramn Anguilla

Strinam '159. 1073: and so on. The nalure of the Caribbeah is such. lhat
grytin the niass movements crupt the question who\& ve political and
ccononic power is immediately posed as cconomic and property relations

- and all constituted authority are attacked openly, In Trinidad, .in .pacticular
~ singe 1970, the Westminster system, with its institutions of Party, Parliament
and bourgeois “democratic™ clections, have been negated to a great extent, if
pol totally, by the emergence of the 1970 People's Parliaments or new forms
of politics, and by the fact that only 287 of the people bothered 1o vote in
the 14971 clactions as a culmination of the gradual fall away from bourgeois
cloctinns since 1961, Moreover in that very year, 1971, guerilla activitics began
tn take diape. in the Context of a deepenmg Sovialist conwinusaness. The
perint Be et the entire Carthbean waicty as stractired hay ceaved 10 function
Abse poeecof nial gt el il povetnmenty bave bt 2 motal end pehitnal

S omatherily, e parter have beooeme erer o Qe and aie wliteg un, e
Tolemflny hetwesn manageragsd gt weorer Dy porr hevond e rilus e of

/\/19731 s\_ig,;mhlm Gienady 1973 Wrinidad 197 uya
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unions as the unions themselves are being negated und attacked by the self-
activity of the working-class: the Church has lost its influence; the teachers
cannot teach, there is no communication between them and pupils; the once
accepted authorily of parcmis over children has been dashed to bits; the
unemployeds have matured and cxist now only to attack the State and beat
the system in many diversed ways. OF the State only the military arm functions.
The only. difference in the pattern throughout the Caribbean is dependent on
the varied dggrees: of-revolutionary devetopment within the particular islands.
For the second time jn.ihe history of the Caribbean we are experiencing a
total breakdowrrof 811 structures and social foundations. It is only when such
a total breakdown of the social fabrics come, that production and property
relations the very heart and core of society are forced to change. The Caribbean
revolution is about to decide who will tell who what to do, when, how and
why. And whereas the mass movements before were popular expressions that
housed within all the different views and tendencies, a natural inherent weak-
riess, now because of the intensification of the revolution and subsequent
questions like the need for disciplined vanguard organizations, strategics for
power ete,, the dilfercnt tendencies have been forced to emerge and conflict
openly, This qualitative difference between the mass movements of the 70's
and those gone before is a clear indication that the objective corditions are
ripe, that the productive forces, the potentially revolutionary clemehts, and the
masses of people, have outgrown the present structures and arc rcady to
Y determine new social relations allogether, not simply to twist old forms to
suit. The people have devcloped to the fullest capacity possible within the
. realm of neo-colonial capitalism, the Imperialist axis and its international
division of labour. No atiempt within these confincs can better the situation,
not even the Caribbeanizafion of capital. ) C R
It is only in this context that we can perceive the heightening conflict of
differcnt tendencics,. Now, more than ever, the conncclions, conscious or
unconscious, to the universal trends and currents hecome obvious.

. BLACK/CULTURAL NATIONALISM

" ‘The advocates of this line adhere to. the position that the struggle is
_basically ane of Blacks versus Whites. Black-culture versus White European
culture. They are anti-imperialist primary because it means the total
exploitation of Black nations by White patiens and multi-national corporations,
but at the same time there is not any clear-cut anti-capitalist expression within
theit framewoik though they artempt 1 stretch *Blacknesy™ 1o be an idevlogy

© that dncorpotates what b termed “Arvan Swatam or Communalism®™, a
: i'wwa 1hat 1ot be reschad throerh a “tetarn’ b angient African life.styvles.
Bdurest dn thay potatsm 1 the suew that sabors Bave 1o be changed 'and

- wibenparety WL tcreg wdl Gty freoar anad ARSI s‘fﬂ talbies tn w kich
‘_'l*'""*‘ Vot Vipe ted 40 peatar ah aageave thaw Viad sehim™, the Botivity
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is supposed to generate more and more the desired values as the basis
out of which the change in sociely shail come. It is this approach that
iderifies them as utopian and demarcates them from scientific revolutionaries
und socialists who see that it is a new environment, new political and
cconomic structures, that is the essential prerequisite for the coming of a new
humanity, and that it is not a matter of returning to anything but starting from
cxactly where we_are_ai_this moment n_historical development.. These
~adveriies sirctch “Black™ 1o include Tndo-West rndlansyho do not necessarily
ncebpi—ﬂlc—mgm‘: for iy §6¢ it as an. attempi 1o Afficanize them, an attempt
negate their Indian-ness and as such they are repulsed to the extent that
rﬂLi:ﬂ division and suspicion are intensified. The Indo West-Indians are quite
justiticd in the pasition they hold since the Black Nationalist is totally pre-
occupicd with Africa, African culture, symbols and‘ rituals E hich many are
driven o consider as the tcols of liberation, but, when no liberation comes,
the touls arc confused with their purpose, and stra(cgy and objective become
one and the same, ;n o the Black Natlonatists, of Trini
do not hold their pcmlum is an enemy. my. Thef refu
tendencies as dictated by lhc\@i’crskhl at is structured along similar lines
to the conventional parties. )

a f‘ARlBBEAN STAL!N]SM

The Stalinists maintain the claim vuc:fcrnusly that they are scientific
Marxist-Leninists whose major task and objective is t6 defeat capitalism/
imperialism and prove to the pcople that socialism_js the superior socio-
cconontic sysiem. Their strategy. is based on the: monohlhic vanguard ‘demo-
cratically ccnlrahzeﬂarly directing the slrunglc of lhc Caribbean people
towatds a new socicty, The Party must take power on behalf of the people
and dcl’cnd tllc rcvoluuon ngamst the bourgcomc bul there seems to be no

' almmt nn}tlung Today in the modern world any vanguard that sces itself

thinking and acting for the masses of people can only evolve into a
dictatorship. all the more brutai because of its required sophistication in
context of the overnight development of the whole people. '

The spontancity of the uncmployeds is scolded heavily; in Jamaica, the
inain Salinist ideologue mainiains that the uncmployeds are nothing but
‘exploiters and murderers of the workers, that they are people who somclime

- take certain action (c.g. the burning of warchouses and factorics) against the
" State that results in further sulfering to the working-class and deters the struggle.
That is the danger in spontancity, they say, and as such sponlaneity must be

* controlicd, possibly nipped in the bud 8o as to give way to directed nass

education and action by the Party, In their attempt to move away from vne
©exlremie feo spontaneity they move to the opposile estreme which is as
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dangerous and stultifying in terms of its results. But just as fundamental is the
fact that there is inherent here a particular concept of education of the masses

that Jeaves one to wonder about thgipclsim.wmc approach.
- A

'J'f‘_ A e ‘\——
CARIBBEAN MARXISM-. M- _’b‘é =

This tendency maintains that the Marxist method of historic interpretation
must be applied to the Caribbean c;gpericnc@ﬁ}}ﬁc symbols @\emw
must be Caribbean in content and/n:bnnolatioh.,ﬂl_sg_lhat the historic struggle
of the Caribbean people expressed traditionally in the mass movements has
always been geared towards making (hemselves economic and political masters
of the region, and as the strugole developed, within the movement of capital-
ism, this view of being “‘masters™ took on new dimensions. We who hold
this tendency sec the class struggle today for socialism as basically a struggle /’

for workers' and people’s self-mapagement, a,\bi%w; ; /
o1 ing—“masters”’, The yvanguardimovement, ization/ party *
) iy we sce as only an instrument, a sirategy, towards the
end of people’s self-management; the acquiring of power by the vanguard
and the defensc against the bourgeoisie is only a stage towards self-manage-
ment, a stage that prepares the broad masses for dircct control, & stage that,
by its very nature and conception could neygr be an end jn itscll. We feel that
this aspect of the struggle must be emphasized today precisely because of
what we have learnt from the Caribbean cxperience and because of the new
ag_have arisen in both Russiaagd China.
the seizure.of pa must maintain
a parlicifar relalion j ntancity, scli-orgafization and initiative
of YFic Fiasses, 1.¢. the mass movénient; in (his fefationship the vanguard moves
froni consciousness 1o action, while the masses move from action or self-activity
to consciousness, and the two opposites develop through an interdependence
and inter-connection. Hére'is a concept of the education process that involves

. as the'figst step in th
"' the stage of .dijrect people’s sclf-m ment whereby people contral their
nation viax&: ssemblic®, based where they live and work co-ordinated by
a national d’f'of‘daéﬁales wh ject to immediate recall,. may-even™
on_a rotating basis is possible. j
his in i roach “and srructures.
‘These are the three:(3) main tendencics that exist within the Caribbean.
There are many groups thatarc in a state of flux, that are still in the process
of moving away from Black Nationalism and are yel cided as to which
of the Marxist Leninist tendencies they shall adapt. @ut the moment
- their loyalties still lie with the Black Nationalist line."Of the othier hand
. -4 Magitl aid Troiskyite teidencics which are simply differcnt critical, subjective
variations of Stalinism now scem to be arising bug are nat yet clearly distinct
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on the Caribbean seene. This is the ense particularly in Jamaica and the
French and Duteh speaking islands, From all reports it seems as though on the
overall the fendensies in the French speaking regions are very hostile to cach
other, whereas within the Duteh speaking territories they are not as hard and
‘there scems to be ronm for working relationships, though on a Caribbean Jevel
they desire no relationship whatever with Black Nationalist organizations.

" _STRENGTIIS AND WEAKNESSES

The three tendencies, in their mmd themselves conflicting

" “ most at 1l oint of p';ai.jljéc among the people, and especially in their
_ \ﬁ ZattempETa inflicnee oihér organized bodics whose political lines are still in
o, . Nux and not yet hardencd. 14 is precisely at this peint of practice that the
o entire situation will be resolved one way or another, for whereas at the
moement neither of the majog tendencies scem to be clearly predominant, the

mature of the practive of their organized forms and their development and
assimilation with the pzople shall be the decisive factor. Nevertheless, within

the objective realities there ase factors that lend presently to the strengths and
weaknesses of the different tendencies. Not surprisingly, we find that it is in

the very factors that lend 1o present strengths that inherent weaknesses lie most

squarcly. ‘That is the contradiction within the essence of all social phenomena.

Herein stands the coraplexity of the situation and the dilficultics with which

the students and activists of not only the Caribbean revolution but all
revolutions, are faced. Right plump in the middle of what seems to be your

greatest strength is your great weakness militating against further development.

'\ The Black Nationalists get_strengih from their openly apparent relation

to the heavily world publicized Black Power Movement of the USA, yet the

influene frem Aficain America has Jed them to a similar preference for

racial exclusivencss tuken out of the US context altopether. This exclusiveness

stands adverse to the objective demand fornily“l.hat tradition-’

alfy has alvays been ihe bastion of workinp-class struggle i : Caribb

particilazly™ iii,'G%Ln_g;... ‘Trinidad_and Susinaiiy, And though ‘they may call

- for such-a-unity. their overall ideological framework diives the Indian masses

to believe that it is simply a temporary strategy Lo get rid of the *whiteman®

but alter this, since the tine is a race line, the question will arise as to which

of the twe indigemsss races is (o have political, economic and cultural power.

On the other hand they just like their US counterparts hold the Marxijst
interpretation of the class pature of sociely to be a “whiteman™ philosophy.

. But what is mewt philisting s that_they do not study the philosophy and
therefore vannot comie 1o underdand that Marxism is simply a method_of™

Wil s dew SR b interpretation, that s applivt to spevific situations,

sad helpe v put tha sery gquestion of face in 15 1o ired svial prewective.

Thay “MWack™ line is vory attractivg fo people wha BaRT Juu graiped an

clementury conwiouacts of themselves in telat o e the powrees (hat he
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The most pronounced, open, visual and blatant difference between themselves
and the Tmperialists is the difference of race, therefore the Black nationalist
analysis is the simplest, most emotional and least complex line within the
context of struggle. Preciscly because these people are at a stage of first level
consciousness the emotive exuberance of this line mesmerises them. Historic
hatred for a certain sct of peopie is casily played upon and becomes a
motivating factor in conjunction with ethnic symbols; it is a line that projects
the most backward aspects of a people rather than their most modern and
progressive characteristics as determined by life in the 20th Century Caribbean,
The inclination at this stage 1o revel in super-mifitancy without in-depth study
of one's siluation in relation to the immediate environment and the world,
that in fact is a painstaking task without emotion or romance, initially Jends
sirength to this Jine. We sce everyday the sccondary high school students who
are still immature politically falling helplessly for this Tine until practical |
gctivity, cspecially in linkage with the unemployeds, brings on a deeper i
consciousness that forces them to ask questions that cannot be answered b :
the Black nationaljst idcologumﬂﬁnﬁmw

!
/
narrow, limited line begins. But this cycle has been recurring since /

e E e e g T

1969 though the numbers involved in cach consecutive turn-over arc fess as
e socialist consciousness of the workers, farmers and unemployeds-develops
further entrenches ilself,
cal_weaxness Jies exaclly.n its view and concept of
Afriqm_*qullum-..ﬂis African Culidre, of which they speak. revolutionary
of fe-actionary culture? Is it culture that delermines new political and
economic relations. and develops in conjunction with the struggle? Drocs it
relate to present realities? Or is it the culture, based on bourgeois logic and
concepts, which always scparates the difllerent aspects of man's life, that
scparates politics, art and cconomics from the day to day strugples-of-manki
ame to grips with the realitics of his cnvironment? The Black Nationalist
congept of culture js the bourgeois ¢ _ s-for-the-trafs(Eiing-
Fittnt, dead rituals_and forms from-enc-erato_andtliceand Irom one plage
-another plades That is Precisely the case, This is not surprising since the

adership of (his tendency in the Caribbean comprises mainly elements of the

oung radical middle-class, cducated in the grammar schools and universities,
o i DF thici

tradition. They stilt contain within themselves a lot o
Wwhich they were moulded. Their so-¢a juves '
nathing but an offshoot of that partictlar kind of logic that shows nio continuity
of development and coherence in the dilferent stages over which mankind as
8 whale has maved. There is nothing within their view that. incorporates all
that Caribbean man has become in spite of. and because of, Imperialism,

Yhee are two conclusions 10 be drawn (1) They view ancient African
Gkt w ok Berposia eves, they pee JiL,l_gt:!yy_ dcy\h},o{ [ its Jﬁeih}mby which

g nand shas il ant furms and asgiects of Life madt e refovant to time and..*
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place, thiat Ihc ntoment the factors ol “titng” aml “place™ changed then new
aspeets of living were ereated and developed to suit, in other words there was
at all times o barmony and unity of politics, cconomics, religion, art, etc., and
apy fundamental change in one brought a change in all the others. (2) Their
talk ahout re-introducing African culture is an indication thal, truthful 1o their
bourgeois indoctrination, they accept the ridiculous position that Alricans came
o the Caribbeun “stripped of their culture™, naked and like a savage. True,
we the Africans canwe without the external manifeslations of our culture at
that time but it is a truism that we came with ourselves, our bodies and minds,
in fact the greates! representation of our culture, It follows then that what we

6114 - ——

have done and created here in the Caribbean, on the sugar plantation and since, -

is an indication of who we were and what we have become. That is our only,
starting point but bourgeois/capitalist education has diverted us from the
paih Tayed down by our ancestors in the struggle to be free and to be
“masters”, and sway from what thcy have aircady created in conjunction
-with other races here in the quest to make a Caribbean people with a
Caribbean reality. The Black Nationalist line philosophically negates such a
thorough understanding of the Caribbean and as a2 result tends to fall flat
pariicularly during ﬂggng_;_nenls

“—Turthermore this political line is casily accommodated or slaygh

the Caribbean States according 10 expediency. ;

ushered in with this line as the most dominants

1 l\l%i?cld total mnral authonly it was truly the vanguard Imc of-the'masses.
Howev

Ever-all “the demands made by the vanguard organization were in faat
met or scemingly met by the State. After_the_1970-rebellion- and .the_Black
advocates were all jailed, the-social.mobility_of Africans.sped up, banks were
nationalized and "localxzcd “w—there arose Black dnrcc.lorc and. managets
lhmuglmm"‘the .anu;t), y,..Black small .business skyror.kcled as the Statc began

‘ lq_gm- .m-.ny “ioans and.organize cooperatives, Black faces s appeared _in_the
schodl piétiire buoks, and so on. But the capitalist mode of produchon and its
sacial relations hardeoed, the concept of life. economics, politics, art ete.,
remained fixed. The relationship between the powerful and the powerless
intensitied dcspnc whatever face change appeared. The 1970 Black Power

'upgurgt. dld_mnn for the. blossoming,. further &.rysmllmn‘g’:'lﬁd expf&"ng of_.

Fhe minority kack pctll bnurgco:s mlddle-class than for“the exploited mass..
_TheTine becanie weaker, and its organized form found itself forced to engage
more in cultural rituals rather than political activity with clearcut econnmic
demands wilhin the Trinidad and Tobago situation. The line had become.
pollucnlly and ideologically bankrupt..

3 ..,-“'Bt.l the @ Ran=Africaii Cnngr;s.v sponsored by African-Aniericans with
remendous internalional publicily, hclpcd to somewhat revive this tendency

wnh-u the Caribbean. At a meeting_in Guyapa, the Canbbean Secrelarint of

the Congress, comprised ol a number of Caribbean proups “still in the Statc
df ideolngical flux, openly iqrgr_n_t_i_figg[_gugb_llj{_{f}g_ the ,_l_!]_gc;l_:ﬂ_l}lgl_igqql_l{tjoroup

——r -‘-.----.--.--—n-«-aéﬂ .
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of Trinidad and Tobago, /A ¢ Wd declaring NJAL@
st 'rc\fnlulmn.lry_.nrgnmmunn in_ the Caribbein. The resolution was a
deiiborate attempt by the Congress organizers and adherents to champion the
NJAC as opposéd o the other tendencies that exist in orpanized forms /
. throughout the region. Many, precisely bocause of their rank opportunism, °
“found themselves forced 1o support such a resolution. The Caribbean
oppressive regimes opened their doors to all the Black Nationalist advocates;
they were allowed to travel and hold their meztings anywherc in the C‘anbbcan.
‘A/In Trinidad, the NJAC got full yse of all gnvemmenlal news Ty The 6th
Pan-African Congress became pivolal (o the—BlatkNifionalist Line. But
/ when it became clear to the political activitics on the African continent that
{ .. the Caribbean contingent because of their anti-im Jcrlallﬁt nature would be an
~ embarrassment 1o the (“Black skin-while mask”/Caribbean regimes who
) promised the much needed concrete economic and technical assistance, the
'IJ\'UJ Canbbéﬁ'ﬁ'éﬁmngcnt was debarred fLom Tanzania. It threw the Caribbean
"Black Nationalists in disarray, for a féw days well they were unable to make a
public statement, It was a lesson to them (hat it is not race solidarity but the |
qWer and the eédnomich ol development That matiers and deter- /
minés_one’s pos:tlon;”ﬁ:m —olyreviewing " their political line “Within the/

‘1

vealities of the Caribbean-aid-ifiternational politics, they weakly rationalized
lhc debairment as a T'great bct;ayal"/_resultmg from an Imperialist conspiracy

generaled y the US State Depariment in conjunction with the Caribbean
regimes, evertheless wlﬂ_the rationale implicd is thai Ny_gmr&_all__llm_
African guerrillas based nzania, had_become_Imperialist puppets since
they were the hosts of the C$’__Thc Caribbean Secretariat had To say
sorpe!lung to save themselvcs, &ven if it meant that their ratignalewauld damn .
lh very ones championed by lhcu' “B!ackncss“ line. .. dﬁ* y lhe Pan-/ i

ed™la"cxpose further all_the main invaliditics of thc__Qanbbcan Black
Nationalist tendency; ‘fiévertheless the Lom
Nationilist groups which so _{nmaisccmcd o smk.mgclhcr.aa
very well in future operale as a broad Caribbean Front.

I CARIBBEAN STALINISM SM_VERSUS REVOLUTIONARY MARXISM / ] &

These two lcndencles stand in direct’ opposition: to |hc Blav.k Namnahsts! / /
. but at the same time slrupgle against cach other. 2 in are (ioh,/=
 hostile 10.each olher@nch day the_conflict intensifics_especinlly due_to the

»intemahongi situalio nd events, [Wﬂh the furlher development of the
: / ddétéhite between different social sysiems,
the view has been pushcd by the Russians that the ideological battle must now
take on greater dimensions. First and forcmost worms of revisionism and
what is termed **Anti-Sovietism™ must be possibly neutralized, Won over 1o the

Maoscow line or attacked. In the Cn_l:ﬂlg_g_an heading the list of what the Stalinists
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shlcd pmmun is that the Riwssian ccmmmy is 'z‘olalc. Cﬂpll'ﬂm n e haracicr and
‘that the Communist Party of . the Soviet Union’ {CPSU) has beconie a
burcnuuahzed clitist party which in_fact is the vangnard of a new class
formation, it las hecome_the very _oppgsiic of what it was originally. What
e CIY s become has its abjective material base within the -character
and _contradictions of the Russian cconomy and mode of preduction. The
CNBM position is based on the firm conviction that inherent in the Russian
System of production is the dominant law of capitalist production, i.e. the
theory of value, The capitalist Jaw of value states that the value of all
commedilics is based on the amount of kabour socially necessary to produce
the commodities. NBM aprees with Raya Dur nayeyskaya. that this law is°
expressed in 3 basitTways. (1) fn the Constituted statute which says “from ,
cach acearding to his abilitics, to each according to his labour” (2) Following
this is the fact that *wages™ is still representative of the relation between capital
and lahour, and “money™ is still the price expression of all value, exchange
_value, based on socially necessary Tabour. A worker is paid a certain amount
“that is determined by the socicly ta be enough for his sustenance, for him to +
buy food, clothes and shelter and to rcprudut.c. and prices are pot fixed
according 10 the usc of the commodities. (3) There is a greater proporuon of
constant capilal (machinery) to variable capitai (labour) which is further i
revealed in the production of means of production at the expense of means of
consumplion. I all capitalist sovietics, the greater percentage of everything
produced is for expanding production so as to be able to better compete on
the world market, Russia has done the same sinée 1934 at the expense of its
uwn masses. And in our view the 20th Congress of the CPSU did not change
nnylhmb. it simply intensificd the profit motive and appropriation of surplus/

‘( value by the bureaucracy as the nucleus of the new class formation,

J e Winfisig (6 pmvc to the world the advantages of their “socialism®, the

0
fr

0 C&’}nd points at the statistics of cconomic advancement as a measure of its |
C

PSU suluc..lwclv gave furthier scope and development to this objective law
of capitatism, now dominant within the Russian economy; by policy the
burcaucracy further encouraged (pulled) the material basis of the society to
move more and nrore in line with its existence as class, Then the CPSU turns

otrect “*Marxist-Leninist line™, as the capitalist do in their cfforts to justify
further positivencss in capitatism. But_nothing is said about production and
social relations and the struggle between labour and capital, the basis from :
wiiich e S s frevaliine pnhtu.al cmnomy And gs 4s long asithe method of -
pruducimn approprigtion_and_cxchange is not bruughl into” total hnnnony
 with, lhc( 'TLJLLM i he working.class then capitalism:and -
its ‘Kll'lll‘.ldﬂ.lln exist even if the State owns all the means of producing, State -

decrnornrhsfﬂ"nl?u any fundamcental deparivre. -
indJlaws of capitalispi! All that it may mean Is that

U tﬂ-wwmw
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we have arrived at the final culminatiod of the natural tendency of capital to
be concentrated more and more in fewtr and fewer hands, that the means of
production, distribution and exchangg have grown beyond the managerial
possibilitics of individual competing blocs of capital. In this sense it is a
_ devclopment. Howcever, this can happen by a natural process as well as by a
revolutionary explosion. It is quite possibly that a society in the throes of
revolution moving away from semi feudal /semi-capitalist existence can
eventually become State Capitalist after failing to come to grips with certain
forces within the objective situation that were barricrs to the development
of socialism. This to us has been the Russian experience. We disagree with
those who hold the position that Stalinism is the degeneration-of-a-workers'
State, and that a politipal; 7ot social, revolution s necessary to build ba
healthy wor i iame-time-d !
T hat has this degencrated workers' State become?
i wittrot remained fixed. The more it develops in its
degenerate fiafure the more it must, ‘according to the laws of development,
take on qualitative changes. It is preciscly because degencration is a moral
judgement and not a social category why these peaple call only for a political
revolution against Stalinism, as though a political superstructure, in this case
the bureaucracy, can exist in a vaccum, without a dinlectical relation to an
“econamic material base, the sub-structure. These people who hold to_this are
Trotskyites (dth International) and one rememboers ‘what Lénin had to say
about-Trotsky: Lenin- said that: Trotsky saw administration as the solution to o
‘all problems. Today the Trotskyites want a_political revolution that will bring
a better administrition” (0 "build a heallhy workers' State. This atfitude of

Trolsky, Which at times destroys dialeetical /materialist thinking. and which .,
-~ ""Lenin, on his death-bed criticized, may be the sced-bed. of the 4th Inter- ¢
L;:jgict_nal’s_ inability to sée Stalinism as a new category. Wf/l',r' SFep
hY A% 5 Bome ‘may. as cs all this rela '
B INBM sces It csseaniaT Because an understanding of the Russian experience, ‘J/?'ﬂ
2/ C inese, Cuban ctc., helps us (o further grasp a number of things. ;'(T)ji‘he it
r{ i Mﬂolmion: what it must nféan today precisely when international /*"¢-
: r.q;énop_oly. capitalism has began to move closer and closee to State Capitalism, '
I \\{ i/ And therefore such developments like ““nationalization™ and “localization™ are
,+ fast becoming empty if not mcaningless to the socialist revolution unless they

{';‘ refer to new social and Property relations, people’s self-management and
_j#  control of politics and economics. {2) The role of the vanguard in relation. to
/" the devclopment of such sclf-monagemient, The emergence of Stalinism has
o mmmﬁl"ég paramount 1o {he minimal and
ks maximum programmes and revolutiona raxis_of_al o!ilicnl-_mm'
! Thereforq 4t_is_not incidental lhur'prccn'Efr}‘-ipﬁ_lﬁs arcaqﬂl;;pconﬂict :If::l :155
be “the, NBM.-tendency. and the ribbean Stalinists, The NBM's@
on @ political, gco_nmuc and social forme of -'.en.cp!:‘:-s:l{-maﬁagcmcui.'-

e, e —
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and the subjccting of the vanguard, after the seizure of power, to this end has
provoked idealogical auacks from the Stalinists,

Theg/attack NBM for its “Anti-Sovictism®, for its altempt to negate
Russia and the CPSU as the guiding light of world revolution, for that matter
to be more specific, Caribbean Revolution, They maintain -that NBM has
falien for the “revisionism® of George Padinore and-CLR-Jamies, dnd for the

Pt

two super-powers theory as pushed by the Impcﬁ'ﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁd;Maéi s 50 a5 10
Russin from the Third World sphere. In this wa BRMA43<SHewed.a
being guilty of refuting what the

{Fcams. t.ethe National Liberation Movements, the Eastwfa_Socialist

Camp,and_the -revolutionary—profetariat -within- the -advanced- capitulist
sn@:ticg,_ for the destruction of Imperialism, But the NBM's criticisms of the
Russian camp and the CPSU are based on the objuctive movement of capital
within their cconomy, and how they have been forced as a result to maintain
a particular kind &f a relationship with the Russian masses and the rest of the
world. The kind of relationship and the logic uscd to defend it that can be
best described by the following words of Alexander LiLov of the ‘Bulgdrian
Communist Party: Sy

{5With contacts expanding between the two' worlds, and with the two
ideologies clashing head on, the significance of mass education, especially
of the youih, in the spirit of socialist patriotism and internationalism, has
redoubled. It is thercfore urgent to work out the problems of international
in_the material and spiritual development of the socialist countries, The
BCP holds that no patriot can be a real patriot unless he is a patriot of
~the entire_ socialist community, as'well 8s of his own country, and unless
he promotes its consolidation aiid gfowth by word and deed,
Persevering, uncompromising struggle apainst anti-Sovictism is decidely
a part of communist education. The BCP regards it as the crucial factor
in strengthening - the unity of {he socialist community in the present
condilions, as a national, as well as international, duty. Georgi Dimitrov's
view that arritnde towards the Soviet Union and the CPSU-isa meaiire .
.of the fideliry of every party to proletarian internationalism, a_touchstone. .-
of the sincerity dnd honesty of every revoluiionary, is known throughout
the Comnumist movement. We hold that it is jully valid today. For the
Bulgarian Conmunists, therefore, educaling people in a spirit of sincere
fricndship and fralernity with the Soviet people, the USSR and the CPSU
is the cornerstone of internationalist education and one of the principal
directions of the joint ideological aclivily of the fratcrnal partics™.
(World Marxist Review-—May 1974, Vol. 17, No. 5)

R
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It is a finc example of bourgeois formal logic. Anybody can read belween the
lines. The criteria for one's revolutionary consciousness has now come to be
allegiance to Russia and fidelity to the CPSU, This/hﬁ‘boen accepted by
Caribbean Stalinists organizations. ) j .
_ In addition, the NBM’s position thot the. vanguat
_ must work towards its own abolishment or *fade-out”,'857ts Anal and most
" tevolttionary task, and as the beginning of the withering away of the

eam e
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proletariat dictutorship State, and the evolving of total people's sci-mianage-
ment whereby every “toiler beconies an administrator”, is vicwed by the
Caribbean Stalinist as an unscientific and anti-Marxist-Ieninist assertion. They
belicve that the role of the vanguard increases more and more after the seizure
of power because the masses have to be guided all the time, According to the
“Daily Review™ (Vol. XX, No. 53 (1793) Novosti P_r_cfg. June 4th 1974):
MThe ereation of a developed socialism and its further progress present
new and ever greater demands to the Party as ihe guiding force of society,
and presuppose its ever enhanced role and responsibilities.”

Tt is clear that to them the Party must remain forever, They seem to ignore the
historical fact that the Party is an instrument of the revolutionary class, it js a
strategy, a means towards an end, an integral ‘outgrowth of the quiestion of
State Power, and that the moment class cleavages are eradicated the Party can
no longer serve any purpose other than become transformed into its opposite
i.e. the weapon of an oppressing reactionary new class and a barrier 1o further
political and socia) development. The question before_us in .the Caribbenn-
(tgdﬁLis who eventually is going to tell what to do, when and how. In 1974 -
and after do we nced that kind of a vanguard Party that thinks on behail of
the masses, that is tne consciousncss of the masses, the head and imagination
of the masses? That is a fundamenial question,

The Stalinist Communist Parties direct the activities of all bodics of
government and social organizations wherever they are in power. The peoplc
.must accept whatever the Party decides, that is what Lilov means by
“fidzlity"”. For cxample the CPSU in Russia is further strengthening itself,
they say, for the putrpise of guiding the socicty 1o communism and guarding .
against capitalist intrigue and ideological atiacks but at the same tiine tells ug
throughout the 3rg World about peacefu) caexistence and détente, that suggests
a minimizing of armed stiuggle between classes and hints at a gradual move.
ment from capitatism to socialism as a world . system simply by socialism
Proving its wortl to the masses of the world as a superior system and the only
one that is for pcace. But since according to the CPSU peaceful coexistence
in fact brings further capitalist intrigue then the blood of Allende is on their
hands, What-Allende tricd 10 do within Chile, the CPSU has been pushing
internationally, FThe Position of peaccful coexistence and detente does two
' complementing things:7 (i) It justifics the continued existence of the CPSU,
and its international inflience from the point of view that the task of the_
Party has increased since closer confact of the “two™ social systems, and (2) )
It serves to dampen class antagonism within the struggles for national liberation,
Tho latter, in terms of world revolution, secures the former,

Eol!owin’g from this one can understand the indignance of the Caribbean
Stalinisl ' NBM’s Position on the vanguard in relalionship to the “withering
away of the dictatorship of the proletariat™ since jt “destroys” or contradicts
the very basis projected for the existence and nature of the Stalinjsy Partics,
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We shall let the C'PSTJ, in 1974, 57 years after the seizure of power, speak on

behalf of Caribbean Stalinism :
“An onlstanding contribution 1o the ideological treasure-house of
Marxism-Leninism has been made by the conclusion drawn by the CPSU
+ + » one of vast theoretical and political significance , , . that, by its dedicate
ed clfouty under the leadership of the Leninist Party, the Soviet People
have bwilt up a developed socialist socicty, which has an appropriate
political superstructure: a State of the entire people into which the State
of the proletarian dictalorship has developed, after petforming its historic
mission. The socialist State of the entire people, a State in which the
warking-class remains the guiding force, is carrying on the cause of the
prolctarian dictatorship, and is the organizing clement in the accomplish-
ment of the tasks of communist constroction.”
(Daily Review, Vol. XX, No, 53 (1793) Novosti Press, June 4th, 1974)

The proletarian dictatorship has performed its historic mission but the role and
responsibilitics of the Party continues to be “cver enhanced” sincé there is now
a new stuge in the revolutionary process towards Communism i.c. State of the
Entirc People, which is an “outstanding contribution to Marxism-Leninism™,
Nothing but further *“(hcory™, or distorting of reality, to defend the existence
of the monolithic vanguard Communist Party. Prolctarian dictatorship is just
a mame for CPSU dictatorship, And we ask, if this absurdity is true, that is,
if the proletariat State has been transformed to a State of the entire people,
then what has the Party become? Is the Party a social phenomenon beyond the
laws of dialectical malerialism? RS

The fact thut NBM poses the need for a vanguard to suit our times, to”<+~

suit the 'in'llié"z?:gha vanguard that <. '
must reflect theorctically and the urgeiit“desice ‘of the people to
be no Juuger objects but subjects of history, 10 own and control and not be

i

dominated by a one Party State forever, is viewed . by. the. Stalinists as an
“anarchosyndicalist™ orientation. uT_(a‘fhy such category has its social-material
s~According to the historical materialist viewpoint,
: Century European experience) arises oul of a
“heavily agrarian economic environment in which monopoly capitalism is vet
'to foster highly developed industrialization and the subsequent deep socializa-
tion process of a modern working-class. Where the petit-bourgeois tenacity to
small propesty ownership and the failure or inabilily 1o *‘see™ the objective
necessity of collectivity or non-property relations is great, Where the connection
between Stale or political control and the working-class social demands, or
the role of Stale Power in social development, the State as a_class instrument,
is not yel clearly discernible. Thercfore many people coming from their petit-
baurgeais sell-interests tend to distrust all forms of State or relationship to
. State, and view even the transitional working-class Stale in the process of
hislory as scrving no purpose except deterring an abstract freedom, i.e, their
sell-interesty and property must not in any way be stifled by collectivization. -
A malterial base for Anarcho-Syndicalism is one in which the petit-bourgeois,

base feom which it arise
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small-owning class is most dominant, and the non-propertied, collectivized
working-class extremely weak and minimal, Is this the case in the Caribbean?
'No, . . . we even siaricd off on the sfave piamtation as siave-workers, non-
propertied and highly socialized. We have never scen here any strong pelit-
- bourgeois orientation that was predominant, Even the middle-class in general
bases its exislence more on social status, priveleges, and consumption capacity,
rather than ownership of small capital. In any case the Imperialists leave
behind very little capital for local ownership. Logically there is no basis for
sticking a syndicalist stigma on the NBM. But the fact that this was brought
up in the first place reffects the mentality of the Caribbean Stalinists; whercas
the Black Nationalist use African words and symbols of ancient times, the

Stalinists usc nrcha‘LEu\r:j.T'can slogans and calcgg%ciﬁl_{_gn'qm:mumm\"
. ‘MmBM cliberately refraiis Irom labelling itself a “'Party®,

the Stalinists are further stimulated to say that we are “not for organization”,
hence we are anarchists, But the term “Party" has today a certain connotation,
in the eyes and minds of the people, that is detrimental to reaching advanced

. revolutionary forces, and since the NBM wishes to ncgale this connotation,
as well as the misconceptions and distortions of “the fHaltie, and static
approach, of vanguard organizations, the term “Party” has been discarded,
it is never used. Ironically for somewhat similar reasons, Lenin, in his day,
dropped the label *So¢ial-Democrats™ and adopted “Communists”, when {)f

e e e e e e e e e e e e

“Sggjal-Democrat™ ceased to signify what it did originally.
o /sfﬂl_hj_m@t there is{no assessment of the situation that can determine 1-
L whal will happen in ahe fuluzé, as segards these two tendencies. In Trinidad
-and Tobago, .they--are_not Tipstile to each oihicr, and have nfore OF J&ss
'j-'}!«.i‘."" inforffidlly concluded not o cngage anymore -in ideological debates-behind.
. _dours. All positions arc {0 be stated openly to the public, for it is the only
15, / way that the debate can come to take_root among the revolutionary classc_s\

3 - H : - N R 10

. itetical strengih from connection
tp Moscow and the CP's on the international scene. Their. advocates have
gained much exposure in the World Conferences organized by their fralernal
partics whose polilical experiences are quite extensive. Such exposure is
important to the development of political Ieadership, in the sense of widening of
scope, acquiring of certain techniques and methodology crucial to the sctting
up of programntes and carrying out organizational activity, Also avajlable to
the Caribbean Stalinists are the propaganda machinery, infofmaiion, intelli-
gence, funds etc., of ihigir inicrnational affiliates. Nevertheless, theeretically,
their weaknesscs lie in this very fight connection to Moscow and the resulting
influence. On the other hard, the NBM is not equipped with such intcrnational
affiliates, but recognizes the importance of internationalizing the struggle, and
as such have started from scratch to sct up cxternal aifiate groups especially

CTI ML UG s
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among the exile Caribbean communitics in the metropoles. As such we are
weak in this aspect. ‘There is_no_availuble filerature ciucidating the NBM's
Philosophy and. ideology 'so the NBM aclivists are forced o write their own
bonkTets, leafiets, books, cte., to be distributed in conjunction with the classical
original works of Marx, Engels and Lenin, Yot NBM gains its strength from

- its political line and philosophy that is deeply rooted In the socio-historic

. experience of the Caribbean people. Forced to certain logica ions as
results of their own personal experiencks, e aavaniced revolutionary elements

a7¢ Taturally altracied o The NBM'S tendericy. T~ consciously attempling to -~

negate-Stalinism~and Party “dictatorship, our realest weakness lie in the
inclination to move to the oppasite extreme—gulga "pnpuh‘s@— that is jn fact
sell-defeming. This vuigar populism is even reflected in our theory and practice
at times and lends scope to Stalinist attacks. The struggle to nepate vulgar
populism is a constant one within the NBM, and is a struggle that can make
or break the tendency altoggther.
gl the moment the three main conflicting tendencics face each other on
aribbeali Tiont TheTa ToWing organized forms each of which are yet

-5' AN

the

to be cancretised and 1) Caribbean “Black Nationalist” Secretariat,

_gm!s’._!lﬁl-;_(l’AN-L . T the coming years we shajigee. =~
— (- e world situalion says that the c 3.
A1) the revolutionary proletarial within the advance -capitalist Tountries,
(2) the Eastern Bloc with their_inhcrent conflict between State capital and
Tabour, people and -Party, and @J_ﬂlc Nationtal Liberation struggles of the 3rd
i :World, will not come from wishi
{{‘__.«‘@:"'.sircalns will move significantly| i ng
Wi armed: strugales of the 3rd_sirean 115 a_case i polnt. Only when'
. “Johany"™ began t die, the almighty doflar began to fall, etc., and the Stydent
nigvement taok the cue, did the 2nd Stream begin to roll agdin-with all its
fervmmeﬁiﬁﬁanar -consciousness{ Wien the 3rd Stream arises to full
prgminence, it is that the boiling revolutions and struggle between
. Jabour and capital wilhin the two other streams shall be released with new.
mensions om and with great world significance, Unti] suc time
Tarxism-Leninism Ahall_not_sedffs_fotality_and universal. créativity, “The
Car) 1§ very important in this context as part of the 3rd stream’ We see
* that any analysis of Caribbean political tendencies is in fact analysis ol'inter- -
national_tendencies—it is impossible to separate the two, Likewfse it will
brove impossible 5 separate the outcome of the two. Such is the nature6f the
- Caribbean. s M - ‘
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[The following interview with Grenada's
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop was con-
ducted July 15 by Andrew Pulley. presiden-
tial candidate of the U.S. Sogialist Workers
Party; Steve Clark, maég‘mg editor of
Intermntr ental ~Press/Inprecor; ‘and _ _Die.
ane wwer and SWP
riembie) ree U8, socialats weré in
Grenada on a fact-finding and solidarity
tour.]

L] » L]

Andrew Pulley, What can supporters of
the Grenadian revolution, antiwar acti-
vists, and Black activists in the United
States do regarding the U.S. government’s
war drive and slander against Grenada?,
How ¢an we help combat that?

Maourice Bishop. 1 think there are a
number of areas. Certainly the question of
mobilizing the population, particularly the

cks, the deprived -minorities, progres- !
awe forcos. the working class, around.th

might be some concrete ways of
getting that message across. Certainly, for
example, using the Vietnam experience
and what it has meant concretely for peo-
ple—not only for these who died, but those
who are now permanently crippled or
" those who have come back war heroes but

still cannot find jobs,

Secondly, I think it is
e

way on this war drive. What I'm getting at
is this, for example.

Everybody knows, but most people can-
not quite articulate, that the reasons for
war, - the reasons for any war-mongering
right now, have to do essentially with the
develeping crisis in international eapital-
ism. The economic prcblems in the United
States even more 8o,

Witneas the $142 billion defense budget
or whatever it is. Fifty million dollars cut
back on school lunch programs. The re-
trenchment, the general cutback in social
expenditures.

Yet at the same time, it is equally clear
that while they are cutting back in those
areas, they are stepping up on defense
spending. And inciting the countries of
NATO, for example, to do likewise.

‘Lat Ganeral Molors Fight'

. Now it scoms to us that it should be
possible to get that message ncroas in
a concrete way. To point out that really
what the war drive is aii about is a means
of the transnational corporations, the elite
in America, to try to revive their super

ai8

profits, which have been falling so dramat-
ically. And the best way always of doing
that in by getting a war economy moving—
step up spending in armaments, atep up
spending in the area of the military gener-
ally.

So the slogan, for example, that makes
the point: “We don't want a war, General
Motors wants a war. Let General Motors
go and fight." I'm saying that it should be
possible to step up that kind of message in
a very concrete way so that people can
understand.

Because I get a feeling—certainly the
last time I was in America—last year at
the United Nations—that this war-
mongering was beginning to seep through
to the population in general to some ex-
tent. I wasn’t there long encugh, I didn't
speak to enough people or to an especially
wide cross-section to be sure that what I'm
saying is right. But certainly listening to
the radio, watching the television shows,
and just talking to people here and there,
that impression came across very strongly.

I don't think there's any need for that to
happen in the United States. | certainly
feel that a carefully worked-out program
aimed at getting the message across that
war is not in the interesta of the American
masses, that it's really only a very tiny
minority who wants this war, essentially
for economic reasons. Therefore, if they
want the war, let them go and fight the
war, Why should we go and die for them?
s noL elping us.

/1 think precisely what your party

?d your newspaper have been doing, and
we certainly appreciate it. Focusing on the
actual reality in the region and the efforts
being made by progressive and revolution-
ary countries to try to get a better life for
their people. And doing it in as concrete a
way as they ean, in terms of focusing on
the basic needs of the population—jobs,
health, housing, food, clothing. The con-
crete attempts to bring these about and
therefore the developing perception in the
minds of the Caribbean masses that this
really is a way to measure progrees. Not in
terms of how many industries you have or
how many hotels you Lanve when the
profits are going to a very tiny elite, but in
terms of what benefits are truly getting to

R < anbean Wi ars

Ying 1o o
ew;bma‘saes. our concern

grmd All we want ia to be able to live in
peace. ‘To have the opportunity to deveiop
our own processes free from all forms of
outside interference, from intimidation,

BISHOP: “The raasons for war' i have, 'to
do essentially with the developing Gﬂlll In
international capitalism."

e

from threata of invasion, from task foic;

and Solid Shields and whatnot. 'I'hat’n-

really all that the people of our regic m
aakmg—that it is our right to do,"
wish in our own countries, i

I think, as I said, that your party and
your paper have certainly been mnking an
|mportant contribution there. And that, to
us, is one very, very key area—conhnumg
that work,

Grenada-1).8. Friendship

The fourth thing I can think of would be
the question of Grenada-U.8. friendshipa,
Cuba-U.8, friendships, Nicaragua-U.8.
friendships—these societies, which exist in
the case of the three particular countries
I've named.

For Grenads, it's & fairly recent develop-
ment, but it has begun to spread. It's
gotten to the West Coast now. And I know
there are plans for pushing it further
along. The importance ia getting, not ne-
cessarily progressive, but democratic for
ces in America to join organizations like
that, so that they get an opportunity of
learning st first hand what is really hap-
pening and give themselves the opportun-
ity of being able to see the other side and,

i

being abie to underatand what the views o ~

the people in these countries are. So that

thoy would get a different point of view
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and would not have to have to continue to
be saturated by the official American pro-
paganda,

Because, again, one of the things that
struck me when I was in America—I

hadn't been there in two or three yeara—
‘was tha oxisnt {6 which the aewe in
canned, the way it's focused. If that's
really all poople get exposed to—the stuff
you see in the New York Times, what you
see on all the differént channels and on the
radio—you really have no posaibility of
developing a different point of view. Be-
cauee it's all juat aimed at pushing their
point of view,

And these are the same people who talk
of the free press, the right to have inde-
pendent views so that evervbody gets to
hear what's happening. I mean, I can't
think of a more unfree presa, a more unfree
media than the American media,

Pulley. One big lie that they are perpe-
trating right now in the United States is
that Grenada is an armed camp where
every single person walks around with
carbines and, therefore, if you fear for your
safety, you should not go there as a tourist.
The truth is that we see more people armed
in a two-block area of Chicago, especially
policemen, than I've seen here. Do you

_have: anytlu.ng to say about tlus line of

_-propaganda?. -

" " The othier lineis that the new interna-

* tional ‘airport that you are building here is
simply:a military base,

.iWhat do you have to say regarding more

- Black pecple and other Americans coming
~ .- dewn here just to' see for. thcmnelves what's

happenins hure?

Bilhap On the first question, the ques-
. tion' of- evm'ybody walking around with
guns; -the island being an armed camp,
"civil. oummohon. ¢ivil war, barricades, the
- reat’of it Obviocusly that is part of the
whols" attempt. at propaganda destabiliza-

. ton.}:

‘We really have been having that from
day: one. Obviously the aim of that is to
wreck the tourists coming here, in particu-
lar, To'make tourists generally afraid to
come to the country. And they are really
pushing that very viciously over the past
sixtesn months, ..

“Within the first t‘ew weekn they were
saying that we had cut down the foreats in
the middle of the island, in the Grand
Etang region, and had missiles aimed at
neighboring islands. Then- there was
another story saying that we had bur-
rowad all the earth from under the island
.and eatablished pontoons and a U.2 base

"o that the Soviets could attack. Another
-one-said that there was a Sovist naval
bm on the offshore island of Carriacou.
e:Obvinnlly that kind of propaganda can-
_not:.affect our psonle. The ialend is .so
N lmall that in & quarter of a sscond every-
body knows that it's a joke and a lie. Buton
pecple outside of the country, it can ob-
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viously have an effect. And has had some
impact.

It's the same with this new line about
the island being an armed camp. That's
just the iatest round of propaganda desta.
bilization. We've had a lot of it. They have
of vourse been linking that to economic
destabilization—attempts at wrecking the
economy.

To go back to tourism again, there are
two recent examples that you might find
intereating. In February a hotel owner
here, the owner of a hotel called the Cala-
bash, received a letter from one of the
travel agents in New York saying that the
people who were booked to come down had
cancelled out because the travel agency
had been advised by the State Department
that Grenada was off bounds. We pub-

All we want is to be free from
all forms of outside
Interference . . .

lished that letter. The U.S. embasay, of
course, denied it.

More recently still, someone did a survey
for us in the Washington, D.C. aren, and
they discovered that of the twenty-five
travel agencies nineteen advised against
coming to Grenada, arguing that it was
unsafe, the usua) stuff.

8o that economic destabilization has
certainly continued.

As you know, they have been moving
more and more now to the third leg of that
system of destabilization, the violent de-
stabilization, and more particularly to as-
sassinations and straight terror. All of this
is predictable,

‘Come See For Yoursell'

We would certainly see it as important
for Black Americans to come down to
Grenada, for the rest of Americans gener-
ally to come, members of the American
working class, American working people
in general to come to our country {o see for
themselves. We feel that in the final analy-
sia that is the best proof. Don't wait and

I just opened the\Caricom [Caribbean
Community] ministers of health confer
ence a while back this morning. In talking
to a few of the ministers right after the
opening, they were all pointing out that
they can't believe that they are in Grenada
when they consider the propaganda that
they were hearing on all of the radio
ataﬁona. that they were readmg in all of

the Cuhan sanstrustinn warbava st tha

afrgort are ell walking around in full
jungle fatigues with AK-47s on their
backs, nnd]{hnt g?vemrnent ministers are

L
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likewise walking around that way. That
children eight, nine, ten, years old walk
around carrying guns in the streets, That
children are going to school with guns in
their hands. That there was a civil war
going on in the country, That a barricade
had been established in one part of the
island near the airport, and people were
saying they would not lift the barricade
until all the Cubans were sent back home
and all detainees releaned.

Of course, all of these are figments of the
imagination. And this sister from Barba.
dos was just so glad that she was able to
come herself,

So one of our main slogans haa been,
“Coimne to see for yourself.” We really think
that's very important. The extent to which
more and more people can have the oppor-
tunity to come down and judge for them-
selves, We feel that’s one of the very best
ways of countering these attempta at prop-
aganda destablization.

Steve Clark. Whnt has been the reaponu
of the U.8. government to your govern-

/ ment's_request for extradition pxncaduw
for Eric galry" ™

\—- .

Eiahop. Thnt has had a varied history.
In the first few weeks and montha before
we even formally apphed for the exh'adz
tion, they were all giving the i lmpreumn,
the U.8. embassy people in Barbados, that -
it's a formality, a very simple matter and
8o forth, Then, of course, they told us !hnt
we should get down to the formal aspects
of it--prepare the warrants, and the back-
up witnesses, proofs, and whatnot. We did
all of that.

By November, we got a wntten commun-
ication from th. saying that the papers

were in order. No problem .Thenr by Janu- ', '

ary they came back saying that they had
discovered the papers were not in order,
There is some more information they want.”,

In between all of that [U.8. Ambeassador]
Sally Shelton comes to Grenada last De-
cember, at our invitation, and her line was'
that America didn't want Geiry. So, we
pointed out that, well then, we want Ga.iry
Ammca doem't want Gairy, Gnlry ill
saymg he ia coming back tomorrow i mom-
ing. So what's the problem Iat hlm come.
[Laugha.]

Of course, she had no answer to that.‘ :
Because obviously what was gomg on. wu
juet the usual hypocnsy

More recently, in the last two or thm
months, they have come out publi
the first time—not publicly, but pﬁvnuly
to our ambassador—saying that they have
lifted all surveillance on Gniry—-om‘
thing that they kept saying ‘that’they

were doing to_pome extent wit!ﬂn thdr : -

H—!&..I - e R tepated
Sl T

s0-far a8 they_wére conoemed; the Gulry
question was a dead letter.
Bo it has now come to the point whm
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they have admitted openly that they are
not going to bother with our request for
~ extradition.

cﬁdor lebou Eric Gailry

Obviously, this is going to be one of the
main stumbling blocks to having any kind
of reasonable relations with the United
States. Because it is not possible to accept
that any country, and one that deems itself
to be a friendly country, has the right to
harbor fugitives from justice from our
country—criminals, people who are using
the territory of this other country to incite
aggression against our country, to actively
pian counterrevolution, to plan for mercen-
ary invasion and all that sort of thing.

Therefore, that certainly is going to be
one of the major stumbling blocks to the
development of any reasonable relations.

Clark. Going back to a point you made
earlier, One of the slogans that very
quickly has developed into probably the
most popular antidraft slogan is, “We
won't fight for Exxon.” This relates most
directly to the war dangers in the Middle
East rather than in the Caribbean. But it
shows the begirining development among
these activists, who are the backbone of
the growmg antidraft movement, of a
consciousness of the cause of war. In the
early stages of the Vietnam War, there
were many antiwar activista who thought
’ thls ‘wis just simply a mistake on the part
of ‘the U8, policymakera, It took quite a
while into the war, before the conscious
ness; of ‘the role of ‘big business, the con-
scmumesa that the war was being fought
for [ apemﬁc reason in' the interests of a
tiny handful bega.n to develop, But that'a
there :now nxht at. the beginning of this

- 'newﬁght. S

..:.‘J

Buhop That’s fantantlc

k Clark._We think that another very posi-
tive thing in terms of mobilizing solidarity
not only with Grenada but with Nicara-
gue, El Salvador, and the Cuban revolu-
ton, nnd aguinst the CIA destabilization

emaica, is the fact that Gren-

Vaegmmb—whlch iaa large and important
--segment: of the American population—to
. identify’ with the revolutiona in the Carib-
beun and’ Central Amaria.

Bumplo lnr u.a. Blnlu

- thop. 1 agree fully. I have nbaolutely
“no doubt that one of the major fectors
_resnonkihla for al) of the szewescicn Grnd
-',‘honﬂlity a;nimt the) revol ution in Grenada
being shown by the Umtad Stam govern.

Hon, and s you
that it becomes & lot

ensier for Blacks and other oppressed
nationalities in the United States to iden-
tify with our goala and our aspirations,
And that must be o real problem for them.
It must be.

Because what you have in America with
the Black situation is alrendy a situation
of great oppression. And they have not
been able to find any solutiona by the
usual methods of political prisoners and
continued shootings of people, like hap-
pened in Miami recently. And to have
added to that the example of a Grenada-
type revolution must be a frightening
thing for them-—particularly since they see

this place as being in their backyard,

they undemstand only too well that miore
,andwmks are going to hear about
o -

We always {ry to fully invoive
the masses In whatever
wedo...

Grenada, about what we are trying to do.
Many of them are going to join any move
ment that is opposed to trying to turn back
our revolution.

I think your point is a key one. Ex-
tremely important.

Pulley, I'm looking forward to being able
to pick up Radio Free Grenada soon in
Miami.

It will be a very powerful development
when its beam is strengthened, especially

for the Engligh-speaking Caribbean, of

course, but alse for the average person in
the United States, in' order to help refute
all the lies. The American people are
already suepicious of anything the govern-
ment says about anything., Their first
thought ia whether the government is ly-
ing.

The more people discover that just out-
and-out lies are being told about Grenada,
Nicaragua, and Cuba, the more the U.S,
government will have a tremendous prob-
lem trying to get away with its war drive,
As people in the Black movement become
aware of what your government and coun-
try is up against, they will be outraged.
Because they will see it as a racist injus-
tice, just as they have seen with regard to

* Haitians, the Haitian immigrants.

It was largely pressure from the Black
community that forced Carter to change,
at least in words, his discriminatory dou-
ble-standard toward Cuban and Haitian
immigrants.

A vimilar conaciousniess can be deve-
loped with regard to this revolution, the
more that Black leatlora, activists, and

Gthcia are awnre of ll-. 7 -

Clark, What are somg-of the gainse of the
revolution over the past year and four
months that you are most pleased with?
And what are the biggest challenges that
you see ahead in terms of social programs

and economic development and reconatrue-
tion?

Bishop. Answering that queation is not
the easieat thing, because people's perspec-
tives on that really differ very dramati-
cally.

If you went out into the countryside and
you spoke to an elderly aieter, her response
to a question like that might be something
like, “I feel free, I feel good. I feel like n
Grenadian for the first time." Intangible
things.

Community Moblilzation

Ag for those of us in the party and
government, our view is that the greatest
single achievement, the thing that we are
happiest about, is the community mobiliza-
tion, commumty-mvolvemmt, community
,participation. That has really unpr&aed us
most.- . —- -

I can tell you, over and over .again,
month after month, we keep saying, “It
can't continue.” [Laughs.] And then month
after month, you make a call and people
still come out.

When the rains came in November last
year, it did us tremendous damage, more.
than $50 million! worth of damage to the
economy, twenty-three inches in one
month. Before those rains came, there were -
some weekends when we'd have 85 percent
of the villages around Grenada involved in
community efforts. That's an extraordi--
nary development. I tell you that in other
English-apeaking Caribbean countries, I
don’t think they'd get 2 percent of villages.
to be invoived. And I'm not saymg thisina’
boastful way, I'm sa.vlng itip a factual
way.

In January, we closed down the schools .
for two weeka 80 as to hold seminars for all -
the teachers to talk about the work-study
approach, curriculum reform, and ‘s on::
And during those two weeks, we. asked
people to organize themselves to repair,
repaint, refurbish all the schools, because
they were in disastrous condition. And
gixty-six primary schools got refurbished -
and repainted in that two-week period as a
result of that drive, saving the country a
tremendous amout of money, Really quxte
extraordinary.

We see it also in the area of the villnce
heaith committees that are emerging as
part of our drive to move toward a primary-
health systera, Qur aim is that doctors,
nurses, paramedics, and technicians work
ing as teamns will go out into the country:
and bring medical attention ‘to people .

where they live and whm they need the:_ L

zering‘. In“l-a?
, 70 percent of

1. One East Caribbean dallnr is equlvnlml to
uss!. OO.—IP/I
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tals, in turn, attemded to about 25 percent
of the sick. But under CGairy only 30
porcent of the health budget was spent in
trying to keep together the thirty-five
health conters nnd medienl elinies around
the country where the people setunlly went
{or attention,

IT you understand the situation in this
country in terms of poverty, in terms of the
high vout of transportation, in terms of the
innccessibility of many of these health
centers and medical elinick, then you ean
see the problem. People are sick, but they
reully cannot moeve, Even if they manage
to go once, they camnol return two doys
later and so forth.

So we see the primury health system as
being key. And getting the masses in-
valved in that through village health com-
mittees, where they do a number of things.
One, involve themselves in public health
cducation, I'wo, deal with overhangings,
deal with unblocking droins, which is one
of the main problems with mosguitos
outdoors, which means yellow fever and so
un.

Third, menitoring the guality of health
care they receive. Becouse doctors, natu-
rally, came vut of the system of 33 years
of coloninl oppression and thirty years of
Gairy's misrule and neocolonialism. Their
education system was preparing a tiny
elite and one that was not dedicated to
service but to dollar bills and to migrating
as fast ns they could. And even when they
sRayed here, they either moved into private
practice altogether or insisted on their
right, while being paid out of taxpayers'
money, to praclice privately at the same
time, using hospital facilities to do so.

Now that kind of doctor is not going to
join up as part of any medical tean of
nurses, paramedics, and technicians. So
it's a real problem getting that struggle,
that program going. We have been able to
make some limited impact, but we have a
long way to go. But we're sure it can be
developed because of the community in-
volvement and a new sense of oneness and
unity in the country.

Some Concrete Benelils

The other way I think we can lock at the
question you asked is to iry to identify a
little more concretely and specifically sume
of the actual benefits that have come to the

peoeple- Moré jobs, for example, 2,500 in the-,

first year. That hins ‘made a very small
dent really in the overall unemployment
rate of 50 percent, which we inherited. But
.obviously it has made a difference. It has
helped, reduced il to about 35 percent.

Secondly, in the area of education. Be-

fore the revolution, the last year of Gairy,
three students went away on university
scholarships in 1978. One of the three was
Gaoirv's daughter. After the revolution, in
the first six months, 109 scholarships, 109
people are able to go abroud to study.
We've been nble to reduce secondary
achoo) fees from $37 a term to $12 a term,
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"The thing that we are happiest about Is the community mobilization."” Above,
-January 1980 demonstration headed by leaders of New Jewel Movement,

Next year, we intend to make it entirely
free.

We have been able to increuse greatly
the number of scholurships in the secon-
dary schools so that more children can get
in.

We have sturted n breakfust and lunch
feeding program in the schools so that
those children who are too poor or are
unable te return home for luneh will he
able to keep themselves together—-while
your government is cutting it out,

In the nrea of health likewise. We inher-
ited o situation where there were eighteen
doctors  working  in  the government
service—virtually oll of them concentrated
in the hospitals, one or two moving around
the clinics, but mostly doing & few hours
every week, unce a week for o few hours,

And in the first six months agaein, we
were able to get seventeen new doctors to
come to Grenada. In other words virtually
the same figure as we had before were
added to the system. And thnt has made

an enormous difference in the quality and
quantity of health care available.

As you know, twelve of these seventeen
doctors and dentists came from Cuba on
loun to us nnd that, of courge, has been an
extremely important contribution, one of
many they have made to the revolution,

S0 you have jobs, you huve education,
you have health. You also have the ques-
tion of struggling with the infrustructure.
Pipe-borne water has been greatly in-
creased with the opening of the new Mardi-
gras wauter project, and several others are
about to be completed. That should ensure
waler for the whole uf St. George's. There
are pipes in some parts of St, George's that
have not seen water for four and five
years—not days or weeks, but literally four
and five years, just rusted up.

We've been struggling with new feeder
roads, opening the forests, for exampie, to
get timber. Right now Grenndn supplics
something like 4 percent of our everall
timber needs locally, when there's a lot of
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forest Iand just going idle. Without doing
any great amount, just cutting a feeder
road, not even paving it, just enough for n
vehicle to get in uaing four-wheel drive,
buying a sawmill for $20,000, that's all.
And doing this now, we expect that in five
yenrs, we will be able to supply 90 percent
of our {imber needs.

There's a lot of little, relatively small
things that overall have made quite an
impact, Theee are some of the ﬂchleve-
ments,

Dependant Economy

- In terms of the challenges. In a situation
like ours, given our inheritince and de-
pendent economy, we have an economy
that was nccustomed to looking outward
for. solutions never inwards toward our
own needs and problems. We have a coun-
try that was misruled for so many years
under colonialism and today continues to
be exploited by imperinlism. The inherit-
ance, 'the legacy of not just waste and
corruption, but of the lack of physical
amenities, is really quite frightening.
Three hundred and fifty years of British
colonialism, for example, gave us one
public. secondary achool. That's all they
could bhild in 350 years!The other eleven
were built by the churches.

When you come into that sort of situa-
tion, you ohwnously have to set yourself
goals and. ‘targets for the revolution.

: As you. know, this yenr in Grenada is the
year of’ educahon and production. And the

two imaln ! tthings involved would be the
CPE‘[Centre for. Popular Educahon] and .

the land ‘ref réform program. -
r\ThLa:Jnnd reform commission has been
eetablished ‘and is laying the .basis" for
evenmul agrarian reform..At this point we

are mamly trying to identify the idle lands -
in'the’ country, and to see how many of the

idle_hands are willing to work in coopera-
tlveg. so as to bring about that marriage.

- Clark.-And that also involves the devel-
opment of a fishing industry?

. Bishop. Right.

C’Iark What are some of the main politi-
cal featugﬂ of the dian revolution?

@,

"Firat, the organization and mobilization
of the masaes, That is very key. To alwaya
try to fully involve the masses in whatever
we are trying to do, to keep them fully
involved, to ensure that they understand
what the problems are and where we are

to go.

# Recondly, the queation of national.secur.
" ity and defense—consolidation in those

areas.
) frdly, the quention of building a sound
" national economy and bringing more be-
nefita to the people, improving the quality
/, of their lives,

" tion let's am

Thode to us are the three key pillars, And
we believe that all three have to be worked
on at the same time, We cannot afford to
lat any drop or lag hehind.

In any revolutionary situation, in any
progressive situation, the question of find-
ing the right mix between the people of the
country is key. The people without the
guns, after all, is Allende, and we know

winal Fappenedto Allende, '] 'lihg guns with-
out the people, on_the other_hand, is.

Pingchet, and we know what will happen
w%ﬁet.

So it's a question of striking that bal-
ance, ensuring that our people understand
the importance of being ready to defend
our country from externel attack, under.
stand why it is that imperialiem must
attack ue~—why it is, therefore, that assas-
ginations, terrorism, destabilization, mer-
cenary invasions, must be a part of their
agenda.

That's something that is not as easy aa
it sounds in our context. Generally speak-
ing, the historical tradition of the English-
speaking Caribbean has not been one of a
great deal of state viclence, or other forms
of violence really against the people. It's
much easier, I think, for people in Latin

. America, for example, to underatand these

repression By the state, by Galry, in the
days leading up to the revolution, to some
extent the. people themselves were not
really mvolved in receiving that violence

%t have, in other words, a situa-
of Nlcaragua, where since
1935 Tight!
in'hand from time G to llme to iry to unseat
the various Somozas.

@a situation _Jike Cuba.. The Platt
Amendment- in 1802 and the constant
struggle sitice then, year after year, the

We need to remain
constantly alert, constantly
vigilant . . .

years in the Sifrre-Waestra, Y w didn't
i .

in other

nat come out of that objective

mtuahon that makes it fmrly easy for them

to understand what is possible at the
-handa of imperialiam.

In addition, we didn't have the situation
that ane and Nicaraguans had,
where there is n whole lot of Jand tied up in
the laggfundiag)in the hands of one or two
big gx}oitem, that you can take and just
hand 6ver, making easier the objective

basfa of proceeding. on.the subjective level,
hat is not_gut_situation
on about o big Tandowner in Gren-

ada, you're talking about somebody with
seventy-five acres of land.
So we have had right from day one this

tremendous difficulty of getting acrosa to
our people, getting them to internalize in
their bellies, the fact that we are going to
be attacked, the fact that economic desta-
bilization is going to codtinue, that the
propuganda war will continue, that they
are going to move eventually to assassina-
tions and to mercenary invasions. The
objective conditions for getting that mes-
soge across were not there from before.
People did not have that period of sociali-
zation, and therefore internalizing . thls
was not the easiest thing.

To that extent, the recent [June 1
events, unfortunate as they/are in terms o
ioss of life, have gone a lohg way towar;
helping to raise consciousnedg—Beécause
people are now able to say, “Right. From
day une the comrades were talki
that.,” They now see that on Jdne
while [the terrorists] moved'to wi
entire leadership, they didfit in sifch a way
that it didn't matter that hyhdreds of
innocent women and child could get
wiped out at the same tinTe.

That has made a qualitative difference
in the people’s perception of what imperial-
ism, what counterrevolution really means.

From that point of view, it has been an
extremely important experience. That cer-
tainly is one of the biggest challenges that
we face, trying to get that across, trying to
get our people to understand that we need
te remain constantly alert, constantly *
vigilant. To understand that.the threats -

are not there in theory, but are there in".

practice. We have to be ready and prepared :
to meet that. Vi

You read about AlIende and you know
that Septemhar 1,
1973, Wwas the Tast attempt on his'iife. So
that last assassination attempt wes &
prelude to an actual coup. So we make the
point that, in much the same way, an -
assassination attempt here can easily be a
prefude to a mercenary invasion.

What imperialism is admitting now by
moving to terror tactica- and moving to-
ward assassination attempts is that they
have failed. Because all-the aff ts to
build.a-popuipr_base [for counterrevolu-
hunl haye falled hei¥ attem“ﬁﬁ to pus

rbpﬂ finda in much thesame way as
ped/E! Mercurio in Chile hr the Gl
.

¥ al.lempts to try to find a popula.r
base, using elements in the country who

gre trying to expleit genuine ohisetive - .. 2

grievunces of the masses, In other words,
conditions are bad. There is a lot of u'r'mn'-
2, The Torchiight wne un right-wing capitnli-t

newnpaper opposed to the revolution,
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ployment. There is a lot of poverty. They
get these people, therefore, to try to incite
strikes, to try to whip up sections of the
popuiaiion around iesues that are pressing
iesucs, that we are concerned about, that
we gre trying to do something about. But
making them ut the same time feel that
revolution is like instunt coffee; you just
throw it in a cup and it comea out presto.
That you con negate 350 years of British
coloninlism and thirty years of imperial-
ism and neocolonialism overnight.

A New Civliization

That is really what they have been
trying to do, and they failed miserably.
Even their attempts to isolate us in the
region, that has been a massive failure,
notwithstahding ali ¥e ndverse_propa-
ganda agamst Grenodd, While undoubt-

e

edly several governments are hostile—they

didn’t need propaganda to hecome hostile;
they were hostile Démn%_,?ﬁthe
masses in the Caribbe well
what we're trying to do. They understand
that this is a genuine process. That we are
really trying to build a new process that
mey become 2 new civilization, that could
have tremendous relevance as a model to
their own lives,

And therefore they have not been put off,
and imperialism has seen that. They have
seen, tgo, that their attempts at econemic
sgbotage have not bitten deep enough,
partly because America is oug number
seven trading partner. We gét virtually
nothing from America in terms of our

shops end stores, So they have had prob-- /

lams crippling us in that way.

The only option Jeft:was to move to the
top,oT the. pyraniid, At the top, of course, is
the lerror, is the asesssination, is the:
mercenary invasions. And I think that's
one of the major challenges—getting our
people to understand that, Certainly in the
last four weeks, that message has gotten
acrose a lot more quickly.

" People now see the impartance, for ex-
ample, of joining the militia in larger
numbera. The criginal figures relatively
speaking were small; you were talking
about the vanguard really in the militia.
Now quite .a few more thousand have
joined up.

People now begin to get a deeper appreci-
ation.- i the

era
eople’a._Revolutionary Army] And

e am militia thatwe firat
cannot seriously defend the country in a
gituation of all-out attack. That we can
really only do that through a people's war,
to be able to fight on that front. So that
when the mercenaries are passing and
they look at what appear to be innocent
children and women bathing in a river, as
they get going they get g bullet in their ,
back. I think our masses are getting to
undorstond that hatter now,

And a lot of that consciousness has
certainly come as & result of rocent eventa,
and not just in Grenada. There are the

assassinations of Arch np_IOamL‘J_\:-_

August 4, 1980

]
et

o e ——
~

.-nulfo) ‘Romar.'n__gl_'l;ll Salvador I}RSLWAUEL

!;Rgdmy jn"Guysna; the desffuction of the
,v’qgtid :_O'!d_.w(i e's home by fire in
Jomaices on exactly the fourth anniversary
of "the similar destruction of Qrange Luane
in 1976% the recent attempt an [Prime
Miniater Michael] Manley's life and the
coup d'etat attempt over there. And then,
of course, in Grenada, the June 19 bomb-

ing coming right after the April 26 plot.*

st

Jeery Hunnicutt/IP-1
Recent attacks have highlighted importance
of revolution belng able to delend itself.

When you think of it, after just fifteen
months, four plots—the October plot, the
November plot,® April 26 plot, and a few
weeks later, June 19. And in each of the
plote, what is central is wiping out the
leadership. So I think we are beginning to
get that clarity a bit more now, and that
certainly has been & very important devel-
opment from our point of view.

At this point, our feeling very strongly is
that what is happening in Grenada is
really part of a regional plan that imperial-

4. InWay 1976, 4t u time of U.S,-backed destabil-
izntion efforta aguinst the Jamnican regime, fifty
armed men attncked a tenement section in cen-
tral Kingston that was a stronghold of Michael
Manley's People's National Party. They aset fire/
ta it. killing ten persons, Four years later, in Moy /
1980, o similar fire was set at the Eventid
nursing home in Kingeton, killing 144 elderly
wome. o .

1716t ApHL 1980, Kennedy Budhiall—a
opponent of the revolution and u largescale
itunna trader—was arrested nlong with sev-
3 Bre jng to averthrow the govern-
ﬁpﬁl 26/ The plotters had ;pm
8 it one ormy ¢imp.
5. If late October and early Novembe M
nuthber of counterrevolutionnrics were herbsted
uwerth the govern.
] ﬂ;ﬂmer head of
nrty;.Rupel
The fmargenls renidn E_u_lﬂt_)l_\gl‘t irty;
ton” Tie Hiﬁii@lﬂ. ‘n”"former “palice co
- . -/l‘.—

ITINPRL .
—

t, incloding
the righewing Uni
Jupn

ism has devised for dealing with progres-
give forces and revolutionary proceases in
the region. [t's more than regional, it's

" clearly worldwide—the attempta to roll

back the Afghanistan revolution, the con-
tinued search for bases in that area, the
question of Iran and the attempts to in-
vade that country a few months ago, the
military presence in the Indian Ocean and
the Persian Gulf area, the floating arsenal
at Diego Gareia.

And in our own region, Carter's task
force last year, Solid Shield ‘80 this year,
artificinl Cuban crisis in Peru, artificial
crinis in Nicaragun over the two members
of the junts who resigned, continuing
destabilization attempts in Jamaica. The
pattern is quite clear.

(Cubn in It_!_g Vanguard

P

““We feel that thiere are a series of cancen-
trig circles that imperialism =
Into their first circle they have certainly
put Cubam, Nicaragua, and Grenada as
being the key countries to get at.
Cuba for obvious reasons. It is obviously
the vanguard in this region:” -
ica¥agua becnuse of its tremendous
importance for Central America. Every-
body in Central America wants to be a
Sandinista. It's 8 massive problem ther

or them, = e ;
ada because of our powerful poten- |

tial example for the English-speaking Ca- |
ribbean countries, and indeed for the
§ Dutch-speaking Carbbean
e8, s their sl circle.
I the second gircle we believe they have
countries likeﬂfﬁiaica, Guyana, St. Lucia,
Surinam, El Salvador. Countries where
ither there have been positive develop-
ments on the anti-imperialist front, or
where there have been important attempts
at building new structures for the people
and bringing new benefits, or where there
are important progressive forces in opposi-
tion or in power who are determined to

bring about these changes. .

Or where, as in the case of El Salvador,
there is an ongoing national liberation
struggle that clearly will not be settled in
any reformist way, All attempts at refor-

mism_in_ El Salvador.must fail. .
Qheir third circle, therefore, will be
argely a progressive forces,

individually and collectively, whether in or
out of office. That would lain, . for
example, the Rodney slaying] e Arch-
bishop Romero slaying. They tnderstand
the potential that the left-progressive for-
ces in the region have, and. theyTare
determined to crush that pot.entinl.'.uiin;
assassinatiops. - A

Bo it's an extremely dangerous period-for
b in this Tegion.

'Arlmcln!'cubl Cris‘ll.----- ——

Clark. The U.8. propaganda around the
Cuban emigrants has backfired on Carter,
eapeclally following the opening of yort
of Mariel, the massive -anii-imperialist
marches in Cuba, and the racist treatment

821
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of the Cubans in the United States, What
wes the impact here in the Caribbean?

Bishop, Was it in the Militant thot [ saw
the Fidel interview with Les Lockwood
from way back in 19667 Did you repeat
that in the papor? [See April 18, 1880,
Militans.) That I found to be an extremely
important interview, particularly as it was
fifteen yeara old, in tracing the history of
this whole emigration question.

It was really quite succinct, the way
Fidel put it. Pointing out that from the
word go it was an artificial crisis being
created, That people, of courae, when they
were able to leave freely were leaving
freely, nobody was blocking them. It be-
came more convenient eventually for the
Americang to force them to escape and
then treat them as heroes, so that they can
get propaganda out of it.

In South Africa, there are
millions of Blacks being kapt
as hostages. Yet they are
making so much fuss about
fifty-three American
hostages . . .

It was really quite an important article,
coming at the time it did, especially as it

. was done auch a Jong time ago.
. Thetpropaganda has really done dam-

' there's' no-question “about-it,-in the |
: English Caribbean. Given that there's all |

this. talk about “boat people running from
Carsmunism®” and i 8o forth. I think a lot of
the Caribbean masses have had-difficulty

in comprehending what is reslly happen- -

ing and putting it in a full context.

‘Because what's the veality? If any of
those islands had America's doors opened
tomorrow morning, there would be six
people left on the island. That’s the reality.
But-they make thie song and dance.

:The imperialistcontrolled medin have

_. the' resources, they have the skills, every-

thing' else. We find that there has been a
marked improvement in imperialist propa-
ganda throughout: 1980 on virtually every

‘issue. First of all; the speed with which

" they respond and t.he amount of ammuni-

tion they throw into it has been quite

Consid&r gAfgha.matan in December of
last- year. Just think of the speed with
which they moved and how quick that

ghaganda built up and therefore how

cult it was to combat and counter it.

ut really on every issue. W] nds.
bomb attack here in ﬁeen '8 ParE.

moved on that question, and the amount of
support they were able to muster, made it
difficult for people to put it in a full context
in terma of the twenty-seven years of
oppression under the shah, urmed hy
American guna, and tha very deap feelings
of indignation as a result of all that by the
people of Iran. The feeling that if America
is harboring this man, then what is re-
quired?

But even more fundamentally, the fact
that you have a situation like in South
Africa, where there are millions of Blacks
being kept as hostages. Yet here they are
making so much fuss about fifty-three
hostages. Millions of African hostages,
imprisoned in a system of apartheid.
That’s not important. You never hear talk
of sanctions aboul that, but they want
sanctions for fifty-three,

It's difficult, because they come over
with this powerful emative line. They put it
in the context of the need for international
pecurity of all embassies. And it leads
many democratic, even some progressive
countries to take a firm position against—
without ever putting it in any kind of
coniext,

Pulley. One thing that has hurt the
imperialists in their drive against Iran has
been the attitudes of a good number of the
parents of some hostages. Many have
come out agaeinst the U.S, raid, againat the

who are vocal and are opposed to it
They're having a rough time. They've
‘been forced to back away from what was

sanctions. A majority favor what Carter is
doing, but it's certainly a large numbe i

”- the case at the time of the raid in April,
- when it looked like il_'nminent war. Every-

thing blew up in

e OYEC ‘vountries came out
with a very streng stitement in the last
two days. good hews. I think it was
the day beford yestepday. Threatening an
oil boycott. ”

Clark: Fidel had urged that in his May
Day gpeech. .

Bishop: That's right. That was a first.
Vclass speech. It really came over power-
"fully. What was important to me about

. that whole trip was the very, very close

- feelings between the Cuban people and
their Jeader. That was extraordinary. It
took Fidel about ten minutes before he
could open his. mouth.-Everytime he tried./

‘to say somethmg, the people just kept :
i going again. I really found that extraordi-
‘nary, because you're talking about a mil-’

lion nnd 8 quart.er peoplror whatever it
was,

‘And/at the end, their tremendoua disei-
pline was unothar eye opener. Whole
wavey of people moved to the laft whils
others stood ‘stil], moved to the 1 right while
others atood still. Then the front rows
moved out by a few hundred thousand, the
back rows by a few hundred thousand.

Whole waves of people, left and right, left
and right, no pushing. And in ten or
fifteen minutea, that square was empty.

Ap_extraordinary manifestation of discl-
.p!ﬁ:.?:‘-“lj""vt«-

S Dtu’ne chg..flﬂven the New York ﬂmu
h omment on that, They wrote with
o grent deal of consternation about that

rnlly. They had to admit not only the
enthusiaem, but the discipline.

Bishop, Yes, it was so etriking. You
wauld have had to write your article on the
plane before you got thers really--which
they do sometimes.

Clark. The liea on Afghanistan are often
particularly outlandish because it is so
geographically remote. The media at one
point recently were reporting that an army
of 20,000 guerrilina—they always call them
“Muslim freedom fighters,” failing to point
out that there are Muslims on both sides—
were surrounding Kabul. But then a few
days later, if you turned to the bottom of a
remote page, you noticed a little item
saying the story turned out not to be true.

One of the things we try to do with the
Militant and Intercontinental Press/Inpre-
cor is simply to counteract the barrage of
lies, just to keep reminding people that the
cap:tahst press wﬂl stoop

Bishop. On the Afghanistan question, -
we have been pomtmg cut here in Grennda;l s
thnt what we _pre ed with"
. Rt fApr 1978 Yo
ch the Decembe . £ n
ervening eighteen months, what

wos happening—in terms of the attempts
at destabilization, the armed attacks fxmn .
Pakistan and elsewhere, the plans of impé
rialism. And that what requires soliderity '
and support, therefore, is the right of the

We have nothing at all
against the people of
America. Our quarrel Is
with the system of
imperfalism . .. .. .

’

people of Afghanistan to build their revalo
tion. And people can relate to that over
here, because they see it happening to us
too, They know we can havea sim.llartvpe .
problem, :

Clark. One last question. What would‘
you like to say to working people in the
United States? To the Black community in
the United States? What meunge would

you il lilka ua to tabn haolo

Bishop, Fira: of all, we would like to
stress something that imperialism has
been trying to use as & means of dividlns

intercontinerital Pross
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and ruling—and that is that we have
absolutely no quarrel with the American
people, We have nathing at all against the
people of America as n people.

Our quarrel ik with the system of impe
rinlism. Our quarrel, therefure, is with the
Amaerioan establishment and all ity var-
ious manifestutions—whether it's through
the presidency or National Seeurity Coun-
cil or the State Department or the CIA or
the powerful business lobby or the power-
ful medin or-whatever. Thai is whoe our
quarrel is with. And particularly insofar ns
that establishment secks to support by
viclence the right of their transnational
corporations to continue to exploit and
rape our resources, That is what our quar-
rel is with.

After all, more Agm!ﬁé 8 come to our
country every yeap'than theentire popula-
tion of Grenadof~140,000 cdme by ship
last year, and I' ahout those
who. came for stay-overa,

So that is not our frel and we want to
make that clear. Because imperialism hay
been doing its best to try to sow all sorts of
confusion in that area,

Likewise, when you come to the question
of the Blacks and other oppressed minori-
ties in America, obviously we have a
particularly close feeling, given our own
cultural background and our own history.
There is a very close sense of cultural
identity, which the people of Grenada
automnaticaily feel for American Blacks
and which we have no doubt is recipro-
cated by the American Black community.

Because our own struggle is internation-
alint, we have over the yeara been giving
our fullest support to all international
causes that demand such support. We see
that as our internationalist duty,

Since the revalution, we have continued
in that vein. We were the first country in
the Western Heminphere to recognize the
Polisario Front; the second countey in the
wuorld to recognize the provisional junta in
Nicarsgun on May 213 last year, fully three

they finally won their vie-
Lory; our upun and cunsistent support to
the PLO, for Puerto Rican indepondence,
and so forth. That is our position,

And therefore we see the importance of
progressive forces worldwide joining to-
gether, We aee that struggle as being one
strupgle, indivisible. And what happens in
Grenada, we recognize its importance for
all struggles around the world, And there-
fore we're willing to support any of the
struggles around the world. And we feel
that on that basis, the progressive forces
and democratic forces in America cught to
give their support to our revolution also.

We certainly place & great deal of impor-
tance on the activity, the potential, nnd the
posuibilities for the American working-
cluss movement. Both in terms of mobiliz-
ing and organizing to stop any draft
movement, and in terms of the potential of
doing morinl damage to the international
capitalist and imperiolist system from
within the belly of the main imperialist
power on earth.

And thirdly, in terms of the great possi-
bilities for expressing solidarity with the
revolutionary struggles around the world.
Something they have done before and can
do again. For example, mobilizing and
organizing themselves to refuse to load
ships heading for particular areas.

8o, nur basic message would he to get
across this sense: That what we are strug-
gling against is the system of imperialism.
That we have the greatesat respect for the

Clark élshop. and Pulley during lnterv[ew

August 4, 1980

people of America. That we feel o particu-
larly close affinity to American Blacks and
other oppressed minorities, Lo the warking-
class movement in America, toward pro-
gressive forces in Amerion. That we cer-
tainly are willing to extend our solidarity
with them in their struggles, and we cer.

We place a great importance
on the aclivity, potential, and
possibilities for the American
working-class maovement. . .

tainly would hope that they would extend
their own solidarity to us in our struggle.
Finally, our messuge would be: We would
fove to see them. We believe that it is very
important that instead of reading the
propaganda that is heing circulated in
America, they should eome out to Grenada,
come out to Cuba, come out to Nicaragua,
thd see for themselves. So that they can
understund what is happening and as a
resuit be in a better position to appreciate
what is going on in this part of the world.
Let me add just one final thing. That is
to say that wed ,yaxmml_mlaud.mw-be
disrespectful, would very strongly cecomae—-
mend to ! to the Black movement in Amarica-

'th_'_lmportancc of developmg the

movement.-Our feeling ceriainly is that in .
order to win that struggle inside of Amer-
ica, it's extremely important that all pro-
gressive forces get together and wage a
conalstent fi ght againat the renl enemy.

think mlmportant. and thntl would llke to
get acrosa in the message, a
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-sectarianism and isolation from the masses. The wo
. more clearly than before who the enemies o
shows up the i

rld ‘crisis. throws up
people are, Bup it also
uacies of the R

Our Policy
I.

Z.

3.

To provide a forum for the exposition of the fundamentals of
Marxism-!.eninism in the conditions of Africa;
To encourage thorough—going analysis of the
ment from a Marxist-Leninist perspective;

To discuss the various ‘Socialisms® in Africa a
scientific and constructive criticism;

To facilitate the emergence of a systemg
Leninist body of thought illu
To serve as an instrument
discussion gronps which shal|
based on scientific socialism;
To highlight the gains of scie
have been adopred 'in Africa

To support the peo
scientific socialism.

problems of develop-

nd subject them 1o

tic and coherent Marxisy-
minating conditions in Africa;

for the creation of Marxist-Leninist
develop alternative policies for Africa

nlific socialism where socialist policies

ples’ struggles against imperialism and for

 Marxand Africa:

-t

#Centenary Confererces

‘ major conferences were
“‘F':ls;:lv:r!:‘ Africa to commemorate
-"thcimpact of Karl Marx in Africa
“a century after his death. We are
* pleased to present reports on three

of these historic events, in

The first was convened b)_r the
-Journal of African Marxists
* marking a significant
intervention by the

Vo Journal in public debate.

.. ¥e wish to express
.. our thanks to the
" **- - convenors of the
" other two conferences
~¢* for submitting reports
< to us for publication,
" 7 thereby facilitating our
2. -zole as a focus for
" Mandst thought and
... action in Africa.
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Seminar on the n;.levan f Marxism- | o
Africa. Zambig 22 Janl::r; 1983 Leainism in Southem

The seminar which-was convened in
chwa Lusaka on 22 Jan
;ltl:u gs:li::p .o;l-gomg :deolo_gieal struggle in Zambia?a'}yhigisgeﬁ:?cild
suggle 15 of course a manifestation of the class struggle. The seminar
e 20035 sponsored by the Journal of African Marxists and attended by
pver mn]::nr::)c;?:;ts su.r:;ye'd the p?lilics and economics of imperialism
o cant period with special reference to the Southern African
Our interest in this brief lies in the di i

conclusions arrived at i w0 dailics s Views and
(s by the country’s two dailjes — the Times of Zambig

ly a Lonhso - !
Govmﬂ'l[ newspapgra.per) and the Zambiﬂ Dﬂdy Mﬂj‘l.' a [°ng time

On 25 Jan

that: m_ 1?83 the Times of Zambia pointed out in its editorial
The question ﬁeing asked b IR
, ; Y many loyal Party members
week-end’s Marxist-Lenini Pl _mem after the
heading to?" Leninist seminar in Lusaka is ‘where is Zambia

E&ﬁgﬁﬂrwondaﬁ whether it was correct for the Party to ﬂ[ow the
Corma u(: small:but vocal groups within jiself to divert it from its
path to lead and govern Zambia through_the philosophy of

6 Journal of African Marxists, No. 4,
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.hftﬂoutof:ftumimrtbemm‘ﬂih&mh«'
Jug sgain at Zambia's door through devious political polemics. In
gﬂmﬁljmmmmtheedimidmnélndd:

NIP shoukd strongly resist the dangerous divisionist trends within
sclf now trying to pop-up their ugly heads. If not nippeci in the bud
he ¢ trents will Jead the nation into confusion and anarchy through
‘The next day on 26 January the newspaper reverted to the well known
gy of all anti-communists — the religious bogey. The cornment read

b

% What more do the people of Zambia want than this — the freedom to
1+, worship freely 1o their supposed gods, or the freedom to proaounce
i« from their ivory towers against a system which makes them ¢limb
* slowly but profitably in status and monetary terms to what they are
" today? Let us be frank. Zambia has its own ideology. This is the
belief and practice of Humanism. No other idcology, external or

Olll the same day the Zambia Daily Mail editorial took an opposite
=w and gladly welcomed the deliberations of the seminar seeing it as part
political education in Zambia. It pointed out that, .

The seminar was so important that the clergy who have opposed the
teaching of scientific socialism in schools attended. It is, therefore,
difficult to understand that a progressive Party like UNIP can be
asked to denounce Marxism — an ideology which is an ally of Human-
« ism. There are no basic differences between Marxism aniJ Humanism
_apart from Humanism’s belief in rcligion.
~ Zambia has declared war on capitalism but a war is won with the
Help of allies and the war against capiialism is not different. Zambia
“can, therefore, not win this war if it declares another on Marxism or
~ on scientific socialism. ...

. The paper continued ‘the Party should not discourage: people who
“propound the virtues of Socialism. If the Party can give 2 platform to
members who preach about the advantages of the capilalist system why
ould.it dery the socielists the same platform?’

i~ In conclusion the paper urged that ‘revolutionary UNIP must accept
‘the young revolutionaries who are now encouraging it to go forward and
‘ :Ihld lh.e exploitation of man by man. The battle will never be won without
¢ them.

- 1. Sameevent, same date, different conclusions. Why? Precisely because
., Zambiais a society like many others divided within itself. Itis aclass socicty
: withasplitconsciousness. The outlock on politicsand economicscannever
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be identical given the polarity of classes i ions gi

room for optimism — that Zambia, once' :-h “:n(:?xsru}_gmcgl ilnu:wnfosn'g

struggle, a country so dear to the hearts of national liberation mo;m

is n'ow_senously‘mvolved in the struggle of the contempc emme_ms:

capitalism or socialism? The answer will be fesolved by mm: )
- Wb:dydeo!ogr\wll win is not difficult to'see, for President Kaunr::il:;

Dot o St ottt gt Eam sl ence Coo
] y » the true freed gl i
the humanist and oak of peace, does not see any basic mﬁﬂﬂﬁ:& e Comm

bﬂweensa inhi: ‘!viauu:]almm and scientific socialism. S ear-the Steering Committee

. 2 way the main task of the Zamb; ists is 10 link i oy
'f:-? the rational kernel of Zambian Humams'al;: ?nm?dumau I l}nkol?sampfnc. R e
tfic socialism. In 50 doing they should take Old Marx at his words

'Ih-e philosophers have interpreted the world
point, however, is 1o change i1.

in various ways; the

N R
- The Conference was held from 14 to 19 March 1983 and was attended by
o ow:r 1,000 participants composed mainly of scholars, trade unionists, stu-
.- dents and revolutionary activists from various parts of Nigeria and the
_~world. Sixty eight papers were presenied and discussed over 18 sessions.
_.The conference was opened by the Vice Chancellor of Ahmadu Bello Uni-
..versity, Professor Ango Abdulahi. There were also solidarity messages
from the Nigerian Labour Congress, National Association of Nigerian
Students and Women in Nigeria.

sy The justification of the conference was clearly spelt out. In the first
- plage, we have no doubt whatsoever in our minds that Karl Marx, who
lived gnd died in Europe between 1818 and 1883, is the most controversial
individuat in modern world history. His philosophical world outlook and
%@g:iﬁ'cMethodoiogy for the study of society, have made a great impact
oyer the past hundred years. In the second place, the great secial trans-
formations of this century, beginning with the Bolshevik Revolution in
Russia in 1917, which Karl Marx had predicted, indicate to us very clearly
that there is nothing immutable and unchangeable about the inhuman,
‘degrading and backward conditions in which most of our psoples live,
&cross the length and breadth of our vast continent.
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s tt urgent and i i
We have iy ound B¢ necessary 10 organise this Conference,

Marx, " and body of theories, founded by Karl

lhc plenal'\ SCsst

i used creatively rather than d i
S s o
Session not only examined the general methodology of ME;T;S;:::[])I.{{ 2;:;

" The session on Political Th
the su-uggle for social en_mncipatmn of the African and

. revolution was highlighted, Thedan
N forms of *Marxism® were also show
ThF sessions on Politics,

the *Opium of Af, ricanity’ has

The various ai

n up,
Ideology and 1 aw criticaily evaluated how

emerged asan apologia fi iali
_ Or neo
EMpLs 10 return 1o the so-called deojouaiem.

The session
areas of knowledge an
The ways in which dave

close affinity to Marxism was shown 10 be a further proof of the scientif-
icity of Marxism. ) )

The sessions on Development and Underdevelopment focused on dis-
cerning the character of contemporary capitalism, especially in refation lo
the Third World. The distorted and dependent character of capitatism in
the Third World was accepted as a basic faci. The predatory character of
capitalism in the periphery demonsirated in the way the ruling classes in
Africa engage in primitive accumulation was highlighted. In faci, one
delegate said ‘capitalism is highway robbery®. The point was however
made that imperialism has a tendency 1o expand and hence develop as well
as underdevelop the forces ol produciton. Although there was no agree-
ment on whether imperialism develops forces of produciion in the Third
World, it was stressed that capitalism is rapidly developing contradictory
class forces, and the struggle between them will determine revolutionary
possibilities. The tasks of Marxists in leading the oppressed classes were
therefore highlighted.

The sessions on Cufture and Literature siressed that this area, like
others is not ideologically neutral. The notion of art for its own sake, was
rejected. In fact it was pointed out that conservative, reformist and revolu-
tionary trends could be identified in African literature. These irends were
demonstrated to be part of the class struggle as artists work to produce
ideology which buttresses the interests of various classes in society. The
need for the development of a revolutionary art to help liberate the
oppressed masses was stressed.

The sessions on Africa and the World System traced the history of the
incorperation and integration of Alfrica into the world capitalist system.
The relationship between this integration and capital accumulation was
highlighted, especially within the context of the increasing expropriation
of the labour and resources of the African people. The role of imperialism
and local ruling classes in maintaining an extremely repressive state appa-
ratus was highlighted. The necessity for the African people 10 be mobilised
10 free Africa from the imperialist grip therefore emerges as a logical out-
come,

The session on The Woman Question focussed on the way in which
patriarchal and sexist prejudices are being increasingly propagated in
Africa. The need to combat such prejudices was accepted as an integral
part of revolutionary struggle. The root of the prejudices was however
traced to the development of both class and sex oppression and exploita-
tion. Women have come to suffer therefore a double oppression in society

—class and sex. This it was stressed justifies the siruggle for the liberation
of women as part of the struggle for social justice.

The session on Race, Ethnicity and the National Question examined
the forms racism has assumed in South Africa and problems of ethnicity
which in Nigeria even led to a civil war. The necessity to fight racism and
cthnicity was stressed as a crucial task of revolutionaries, especially as
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these problems lead 10 dehumanisaiion and balkanisation. The session

4 rength of imperialism today, secession and other
forms of balkanisation could only weaken the resistance of the African

people to imperialist onslaught, )
. Thesessionon Proletarian Internationglism stressed that the solidar-
Ity of all oppressed and exploited workers of the world must be promored
‘In the fight against world monopoly capital, In so doing, Marxists mus(
promote revolutionary struggle in their Own country and actively suppor|

the struggles of other countries by words and deeds,

The sessions on Clg

In view of the monumental suecess ip clarifying issues as outlined
above, the conference resolved as follows;

National Conferences on Marxism are imporiant in the context of the long
standing struggle 1o demonsir,

1 ate the validity of Marxism as a tool for
emancipating exploired and oppressed people. Such Conferences should
therefore be regularised in order that the Nigerian people might be posed q
revolutionary alternayjve,

3 Marx and Africa: Tanzania

H. Othman and |.G. Shiviji

Symposium on Marxism in Africa. University of Dar es Salaam,
-10 Marck 1983

The convenors sent us the following notes: *We enclose some newspaper
clippings on the Symposium on Marxism in Alrica which was organised in
Dar es Salaam under the auspices of the Institute of Development Studies,
University of Dar es Salaam., The symposium was attended by 150 persons
and some 20 papers were presented.’

As these press reports demonstrarte, lor African inteilecieals Marxism
isneither a museum piece 10 be resurrected occasionally nor an intellectual
fascination to be toyed with in academia. For the commitied African intel-
lectual, Marxism is a Science 10 understand our society, its domination,
exploitation, and oppression, by forcesofimperialism and neocolonialism.
Itisthe ideology of the proletariat 1o liberate and emancipaie the working
masses of the continent.

We reprint some of the press reports from the Daily News of the 10
and 11 March 1983.

‘Marxism is important’ by Mkumbwa Ally

Daily News 10 March | 983

Devcloping countries have been urged to apply Marxist theory in the
struggle against economic problems and imperialist domination.
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Party National Executive Commintee (NEC) Secretariat, Ndugu Seif
Sharitl Hamad, said yesterday that marxism was an essential tool for
scientific analysis of social problems. B _

Opering a two-day symposium on Marxism in Africa at the Dar es
Salaam University Main Campus, Ndugu Hamad observed that poor coun-
tries, espesially in Africasecluded themselves from the Marxist theory and
practical experience of socialist states. )

He atiribured this 1o post-independence Gijacking® of the revolutio
by elites “vhose majority are agents of external bourgeoisie’.

‘Some of them, at times lop leaders, have inherent hatred of Marx-
ism and communism. They can 1olerate 10 some extent, the mention of
socialism, but due 10 unfounded fears they have an unquenchable hatred
against the word Marxism', he explained.

Ndugu Hamad said 1hjs denied the countries a scientific 100! of
analysis and pointer 10 correct solutions to development problems, the

imperialist exploitation.
g in Africa were similar (o
Korea, for example, where socialism was buiit
on the basis of Marxis theory,

He saidt Africa could learn f; rom the experiences of the sccialist coun-
tries which shou!d in turn provide moral and material SuUpport to countries
aspiring to build socialism. '

He said although the details of socialist transformation may vary
from country to country, the principles were universal in essence.

Referring to Tanzani aid the country should yse
the rich experiences of sacialist countries in building a society based on
equality. :

‘For socialism is socialism, Andif any two countries succeed in build-
ing socialism they will have, of necessity, similar qualities . ., the differ-
enceis only in approach and methods (but) principles will definitely be the
same in essence’, he pointed our.

Ndugu Hamad said Marxism had proved empirically 1o be a usefu!
tool in the building of socialism and in influencing the political, social and
€conomic development of many countries.

The symposium organised by the Dar es Salaam University’s Institute
for Developruent Studies drew participants from local institutions and
universities in Uganda, Mozambique and Zimbabwe,

Dons argue on Marxist theory by Staff Reporter
Daily News 10 March 1983

Participantsina two-day symposium on *‘Marxismin Africa’ which opened
at the University of Dar es Salaam yesterday have accused African
Governmenis of suppressing Marxist thought and practice, -

The symposium also claimed that the predontinant owsy\
14 Journal of African Marxists, No. 4.

in African countries restricied people’s democracy and checked meaning-
i hange. - ) o
ful ogar::;s;c: 't:hc rggimes practically annihulatcc! Marxlst_s to cartail any
attempt 10 organise mass movements, thedpamcu;ams said.
discussed eight papers presented yesterday. . )
?:;{s paper on Some Considerations on Con:empprar)‘ .4fr_:m a:d
he African Marxists, Dt Mahmoud Mamdani of the University of Mlg :-
:e:e called for bySad democradydinder anc-party syslemso ensure Ire :
organisation and expression. i .
dom “;)remgcracy is the central demand of every revolutionary mov ement

' he said. ] ) -
[odﬂ‘slher participants called for the cstabhsh:_nent of @j,u_p_a_:g_s_y’st_eig;s)
in Africa, saying that this would enable marxists to form their own pla

communicate with the masses, ) o ]
l'ormot:c participant said democracy was css:nugl for soc:ah;t fievclop
ment. He added that multi-party systems existed in many soc{l;;hsu coun-
i

,

tries “E\'\w\l"ﬂ' 5 .
.Ndugu Abdulrahman Babu who is lecturing at mbe'rs Collegc_m the

USA told the symposium that the time hqd come I‘or_ African h'ia;ll':tnsls l:
assert their leadership and abolish the ‘petit-hourgeois ane-party dictato

ip* stablish democratic rights. _ - ' )
? ln!:ldp;pcr. The role of the African Revo!u:fonary Milirant read on l;:s
behalf by Dr Jacques Depelchin from Mozambique, lfldqgu Babu s:iud_t lc\. :
petit-bourgeois dictatorships had led African countries into neocolonial-
. ‘Because of their narrow world outlook, the outlouk_ of [elty com-
modity producer, these leaders understood only colonialism but not
i ialism," he claimed. . - ] )
lmpelﬁglll:gu Salim Msoma said in his paper Mar.'tm Political Thaugh:r in
the context of Africa that African leaders dissented from Marxism
because they had an deatistic view of the world.

lzl\ senizr lecturer of the Institute of Dcvclopmept Mar}agememk.

Ndugu 8. Muller-Maige told the symposium that Tanzama'sh_c:u 'd embar
on scientific socialism to effect creation of developed socialist structures
and relations. ' N i

) In a paper — Colonial Capital in Africa on the political n:.(:l'.\nc)m)tr| o(i
underdevelopment, Ndugu Muller-Maige said allht_)ugh Uja:_:g,aa -Iri'a’h
mianaged to check extensive capitalist devclopmer}_g, it used wiys whic
aTs'G‘éHe‘cREa‘iny,p_r_gg_i_eﬁife development.

Marxism is Indispensable — Malima by Staff Reporter
Daily News 13 March 1983

ism i indi i ich the opprussed can
Marxism is an indispensable instrument by which t oppre:
successfully assert their power over the Oppressors, the er.uste.. of Sta.uc
for Planning and Economic Af fairs, Professor Kighoma Malima, had said.

Marx and Africa: Tanzonia 15




Ncugu Malima said a; the close of a 1wo-day Symposium on *Marx-
ism in Africa’ that Marxist ideology has had a profound impact on man-
kind over the last century, despite ‘the vicious, disparaging and aften
sarcasti: propaganda onslaught by capitalism and imperialism’.

*In the course of time, more and more countries have had political
power srized by groups and parties which have drawn more than intellec-
tual inspiration from Marxism', he pointed our. o

He said Marxism was ‘a formidable ally’ of socialist struggles,
adding thar those attempting to build socialist, justand egalitarian societies
could only fail to 1ake into account such lessons at *their own peril’.

‘Just like Socialism is part of history's inexorable course, so is
Marxism to Socialism. . . . Whether one likes it or not, only Socialism has
conquered hunger, turned slaves into men and brought enormous
material benefits 1o workers and peasants in an extremely short time’, he
said.

He said the problems often associated with Socialism by capiralist
apologiis wese the result of jis successes.

Ndugu Malima cautioned » however, that creation of a socialist order
would not come as plain sailing. *Those who embark on this route have 10
accept the fact that their age-old predators will try every trick to siderrack
them from their cherished objective’, he said.

The symposium organised by the Dar es Salaam University's Insti-
tute of Cevelopment Stndies (IDS) was attended by participants from
local academic institutions and universities in Uganda, Zimbabwe and
Mozambigue.

Some: 17 papers on the historical aspecis of Marxism and the position
of the ideology in Africa were discussed.

Dr Jicques Depelchin of duardo Mondlane Universit told the
symposiun that the Mozambican ruling Pany FRELIMO, had launched
a programme 10 trarnisier power 1o the people, Peter Maseby of Shikarg
reporis,

He said the Fourth Frelimo Congress to be held next month would

lay strategies 10 ensure that the people, who were the producers, were also
the source of power,

Be With The Masses Mkumbwa Ally and Patrick Mwanukuzj
Daily News 3 March 1983

African Marxists have been challenged 1o identify themselves with the
masses anc press for political reforms which should facilitate organisa-
tion of proletarian struggle.

Professor [ssa Shivji of the University of Dar e Salaam told the two-
day SYmposium on Marxism in Africa which ended at the University's

Main Campus yesterday that Marxism was yetto atrain organised form in
the continens, e
e — e
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Marxists opled for state positions in the, false hope that t'hgy.vyogld
change things from above, he pointed out, adding that people’s initiative

i ressed as a result. N L
e ll‘:a l:'ilsh;,:::szll:ualion on ‘Reform @vo!uﬁon % Profcss_o!' Shivji said
reforms should be demanded from bEfow to prepare conditions for the
widening of the horizon of the working people. s oricall

He told the symposium that bourgeois dcmocra;y was historically
obsolete but that it was not irrelevant to the proletarian struggle on the
po"“lg:u)c:g:aetic struggles were essential in asserting hggcrr-.ony of the
proletariat, he explained, but stressed that (.he dgmoqratlc rcl'orngs must
not compromise the ideological and theoretical direction of raarxism.

‘We need the freedom to organise . . . we must recapture the organisa-
tion process. At present everything is coming from lhe. top’, he said.

One participant cautioned, however, that the participation of marx-
ists in bourgeois parliament, for example, would divorce them frqm thc.
revolutionary course and that they would !Jccome part of the reactionary
elements ‘1o be swept away by the revoluiion’.

Another participant argued that demands f:or,p,@!p,lliar.de_rjlq;_rg_cy'
were petit-bourgeois demands. ‘We need more objeclive demands such as,
for sugar, education, heaith and so on’, he said.

Meanwhile, an agrarian revolution and a closer \yorl:er-pca_sa_nt
alliance has been singled out as pre-requisites for meaningful socialist

ion in Africa. )
rcvol;ﬁz:l: 'Eicorge Makusi and [brahim Shao ql‘ the Universit “‘s‘ lns_n}utc
of Development Studies (INS} told the symposium that th_cgfggpnd:uons
would be achieved through appropriate policies aimed at libérdting work-
' s from capitalist exploitation.
« a?: ;’;c)aa?cr:'l‘Theareﬁfal Reﬂecz‘an on Marxism and Worker—Pea.s:am
Alligneein Africa’, theautherssaid the policies must focus on co-operative,
ivisati ndsmall-scale production. -
collcclg\:k o!t?“'s"u‘ p orgamsauorip—af the household level and_s-gnal!-scalc
industry would perpetuate inefficiency and under-productivity in the
Turai and urban sectors, they said. )

The participants meanwhile called for continuous debate how_ o
strengthen the working class in Africa to establish a yanguas part _whlch
would spearhead class struggle against capitalist exploitation-and imper-
ialist domination: —_— )

They saig-the~wuotking class consmuted‘a small percentige of .lhc
population {ive per cent of total population)in most At:ncan COtmIl-’ll:S)
but that it was'z iatly vérsatite instrunient in socialist construction.

The participants stressed that there existed a working.ciass.m Africa,
adding that claims to the contrary were ‘a form of mystification of the
objective reality in Africa’.
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