
~~arch 21, 1984 

Dear Friends• 

As we near the end of the classes nnd a1J>:>~·c:1ch the Call for 
( ... the Convent5.on, we rec.::i vcd ?. letter from J'eter which has so many 

··points that we all· face as we sum un the oeries that we h:.we decided 
to send a copy to each local, Here-is a ~art of itr 

Dear Raya, ·· 

I thinlt this is as good a time as any to put down some 
thc>U[.'hts on the development of· the local and state of the on
f.'Oine,- class series, not so much for their own salte, but within 
the context of the ste.ee reached with the new 191!·9/50 ~.iners 
Strike prunphlet, Your contribution to its second part "answers" 
so many questions I have had about the development of our class 
series, that I want to discuss them both here as a unit,,, 
. · .. Far .. too often .Philosophy is. still discussed by us as a mere 
subJectJ.ve concern of oUrselves that needs to be "connecte.d" ' 
to the ~bjective/subjective situation rather than that which 
emerges, and is emergin@:, from the historical process itself, 

.. The C-lasses, in fi. word, have once aeain illuminated· our great 
difficulty 'in puttin~ philosophy and' the concrete to~ether. 

Because that is the reason for our lack of orpanizational 
Rrowth, I :feel the new 1949/50 I>:iners stri~te pamphlet is the 
most important docUJ)lent·we have received in a long time, for it 

·(··· . '· 

spells out the method of our or,?-"anizational re-orpenization. 
Of all our writings on our political/philosophc development, 
your draft of ?art II is the :first time we have so concretely 
shown what is the precise method of relating theory to practice 
as ~athway to social revolution, 

While the pamphlet will appear as"history• to some, this is 
clearly the type of history that is a revelation of phe metho
dology by which philosophy becomes concrete,._, 

. Peter is then most concrete not only on the question o:f 
· .. the 1949/50 pamphlet but the entire question of methodolog!1 , .tit,rhtly 
· bounp. with one.,.to,-one·. worlt with new participants in the classes, so 
that we assure the pre-convention discussion on a very hirh pround, 

· .Along: with such a new point of departure, the Hi~B was concerned ·with 
.how that. is, in turn, inseparable from new aspects of' News & Letters 
tha.t will develop with the move to Chicaeo, Indeed, because we were 

· ·.animated by just that aspect, the trip Andy and Ol!"a tool> to West 
Virrinia was related to the Lead for this issue of the paper, In 

· · 'this context of reletinp everythin.r- we do to methodology, to the 
: '"' 49/SO pamphlet, .to the Convention, :J:ueene in his report of the trip 

to Chicago .·~o search for M office went beyond any sinple issue of 
NC:L.-nnd developed, instead, the whole question of new aspects of N&L, 
l'lease be sure to read both reports, not only for informe.tion, but for 
projectin~t an all-rounded view o:f your experiences in the classes E!nd 
yout• view .of how you can use the pamphlet as the concretization as well 
as ~~e _o~~re1,1ch for inte~ratin.~ -£>hi.lo!:!!!~'l:; :·:i th E\cti vi ty, . ·~-L ... ~,-·:=·c 

Thus, we also received a letter from Frank, on l'art II of 
the pamphlet, askin8' whether •Ye wtluld pet r. view of the !)amphlet a.e a 

. totality before actual publication, Andy will be complotint the fin!.B1!6''7; .·. 
0 - ,' (J n :'.', ·-··-"'"••' 
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draft of' his Part I as soon as he finishes the Lead :for this issue of 
Nt<X,, al)d wil.l be . sen dine; '-'· cqpy .tc Raymond and to Frank, . ': . . 

The ll'"!:B minutes :speak :f~r themselves' on ~ther parts ·of the 
S,Gendaj but I· do wish tc:i ca.ll speci(l:). attention 't<o that part of lldlte Is 
report which dealt 'with the ads iri the NYHS, The ~·ation and The Guard
ian, not only in terms of the wide audience thev reach but what we 
~ill do ~n o.ur .one-to:-one wor)t with these ads,. ·Also, pleas~·. note ~n 
:'.eda 1 s report· on Ann Arbor that· the !>';iddle .Eastern women 1 s l~berat~on 
croup sher has there have .expanded their· interest -to· attending r .• arxist
ilumani .. st classes in Detroit, 

· Finsll~, for ou;;, finfll :Class i~ .p'etroit .on April- l, we in
tend' riot" otU.y'. to create 'the type of informal discusf'ion afterwards, 
over a po~luck dinner, but · relate it. t.o.·the. soon-to-be-issued 
Conve!'ltion. Call• I believe this should. hold true for ·e.ll th~ locals, 
so tha.:t ,it .. is· not on·ly we ·who make no separatirm betvieen· cla.f!ses and 
activities leadinp to the Convention, but· the periphery that .has been 
crea.te.d .around the classes on a f::erxist-Humanist bbdy of id~as' .·like-

. wise ·wi'!,l wish' to ... continue with helpinp: to. prepare· fo;o the Conv~ntion 
· .. di scus.sio.n, , · · . · · 

. ~ .. . .. . . . 
. . •, 

.:Yours', : ·· , ... 
· ... · 
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and the objective situation of Stalin's death armed Hith the theo al<f'1 . 
worl~ of preparing 11arxism & Freedom, This reached its fullest expression ; 
in the 1953 Letters on the Absolute Idea where you no;.; dug into the · .. ,..,;. · 
fullest logical conclusion of the ll.egelian d~al ctic in strict relation 
to the objective/subjective situation of 1953, y the time we get to the 

r\>J penultimate paragraph on p~we see hoH it was preci.aely ~fs kind of 
,-l 1~ that met the movement from practice ~~ith its-flleoreti expression, 

. --;ir '!!fii!!'S, you sa1~ in Paragraph 575 of Philosophy of !lind that practice 
h·l[ , "implicitly contains the Idea" 1 signityinr, that there is a movement from 
. lJ'li't practice, You then see in Paragraph 576 hm~ philosophy is the "subjective 

cognition" of that ne·.~ stage reflected in thou~;ht. But unlike Lenin 
(much less a CLR James) you do not stop there but go right on to paragraph 
577, where we have "the unification of the two--theory and practice, 
objective and subjective," Ohly then are you able to explicitly designate 
the character, the content, t e novelty of the movement from practice: THAT 
IT IS ITSELF A FO!U·l OF THEORY, That is 1-lhat · eives birth to !l&F, In 
other words, it is only after caj)t'tiring philosophy, not just as "subjective 
cognition" but as object!Ve/subjectiJle_ ''•,.,hose "actual ground and inner 
persistence is the notion" that the very being oi t:1c :-1ovcmcnt fron ;>racticc . 
e;ets discerned, It illuminatcnthat to r1ect tbe 11ovenc:lt from practice when , 
it is a form of theory the revolutioniit""'leeds to be armed ... ,ith that single 
dialectic which emerges from history as "'ell as from thought, · 

/$fuy I say part II of the pamphlet "ans1·1ers" so many questions 
. concerning the classes, is because all too often it is precisel~ a 
. · . sing of the movement from practice to "philosophy" 1qithout 

· ing that is our problem, Far too often "philosophy" is 
abstractly as to sp,pear inner, subjective, a concern on .. 
we are to 'connect" to the struggles from below,.··.·' 

is our the·· · 

. ·.'' Tha~ is also why I thlla;!'{ though implicitly, that the pamphle~ ,spells' 
,,out our unique contribution to organization, I may be wrong, but I am 
·'beginning to think that the reason Lenin couldn't break from the party 
to lead despite his philosophic re-organization 1Jas that it wasn't· deep 

. enough. to get to paragraph 577, He simply did not see "the notion" . . ·. · 
or.<'philosophy as~.the unity of subjective and o~ctive as concret·e fo .. r ·.··.·.· · 
him, Instead, philosophy remained "private~ ase who like CLR Jamefl· . 
turn~d away even froll! the highpoints of Lenin urely didn't do any.bett;ia~· 
whether cir not they "broke" with the party to lead (and I. have never been·· 
able to figure out 1qkether Ct.R ever did I). Philosophy o . . •. . 

. day remains an inner, iictive ; that explains 
: '.himself as the 
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on the Absolute Idea.and how you concretized it with the creation of 
~~awa S. L~ttar:; Cor""'" .. 'Eiie. Instead of diact!S8ing "how to tJnite ];!hilQs,Qp.hy 
.to organization'~ I£Vwe v1ere probing into that question from the vantage:. 
point of EL-~~ur pamphlet makes it clear the concrete Mtna of labor 
~needed today in order to mee the challenge df our perspectives. 

· P (' ~ That is why I also feel some reference to our work after M&F is 
~~ needed in Part II. So concrete has the truth that no revolution can 
~ succeed without a dialectical relation of practice to theory become that 
<J. ' e need more of a feel for its todayness. I know the pamphlet has to 

~e concretely focused on 1949/50, and cannot go skipping around, but 
don't you t~ink it co include a t re nee to the problemat 

o a re o u ens and renada phlet? A ootnote a says~-· 
this un que me o o relating practice to theory which gave birth to 
M&F meant not alone the creation of a book, but a ~~~~~ 
that our age.of soured revolitions have over and 
in dire need of, .as shown nowhere more brutally than in Grenada, where 
the counter-revolution emerged from within the very revolution itself 
once the masses' ideas did not hold couns61 in the very corridors of 
the revolutionary leadershipr-can be a way of showing how objective is 
Marxist-Humanist methodology, For what ~vas hit upon methodologically 

o __ ,\ in writiing l.f&F 30 years ago is precisely the form of theoretical pre-w aration for rrevol14tion which all revoluti:i·;tip ha'ITeto internalize today, 
~ n addition, I have one other suggestion: 9n p when you sax "they 

1
o correctly predicted split" it is not clear o whether "they' refers 

to th~/$WP leadership or the rank-and-·ft·re-workess l· this would have to 
be ):tated explicitly, eriV ~~ . 

, . I am sure that this pamphlet so illuminates what exactly is our r~l.e;;!.~ 
1 s an organization toda tha discussion of it will fili pre-convention c;'•j 

.discussion bulletins s well as the floor of the Convention itself. The· •i 
fact that the convent months earlier than usual this year, and · ". 
the Center is in thelii!ildle "''f being burdened with moving, demands that 

· e plicit call if not demand that all pre-convention material be sub-
. o n une s essential, or else we will once ag"'l.n . 

end with mate · . · ted 10 days before convention, Could such .. 
O.,t.~a ".r. eminder" be strongly stated in the Call 1 Here in LA, ~•e are making .· . 

0 11. plans to lighten the work of the Center by issuing at least one bulletin 
J ~by ou selves, and we are encouragi.ng serious contributions by all the ·. 

111 rship. · 


