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IN LIEU OF REB r.;Il"UTES OF MEETING OF JU!\'E 3, 198 4 

.. · June It, 19~4 

Dear Friends• 

At the REB yesterday, I presented the essence of the report 
I will make to the Executive Session of our Convention, stressing 
its tentative nature until it is actually voted on there. Although 
it was presented in an abbreviated form, and will have to be even more 
abbreviated in this lett'er, it presents the essence, 

The title and three Parts are as follows• 
"THE SELF-THINKING IDEA" AND THE DIALECTICS OF A BODY O·F 

REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS a WHAT IS l\'EW IN THE CONCEPT OF LE.AlJERSHil''? 

.. , 
·.~ • ! 

. ''· . . . . I 
I. I''ll begin with the most obvious -- the "SiUf-:-Thinking 1Idea" 
do.es not it·self think -- in order to show you the· .. exact opposite I . 
is the truth Yih§n·you don't accept the obvious .. at·:t:ace value, Of 

·.·. . . . ideas bY'themselves do not. th~nk --:-. P!IOPl~ ~:!,J'.I]i: --but when. 
J;o~,~:,c••-c-~;~~;~·~~~- a.t tha Idaa a.'ld its development, e,sking why.;'l;his 13P_e.o!fic 

emerged to describ~ that P!!U'ticular action apd furthermore · 
.what suddenly f1qws from it, you have reache4 a new s~age of cogni-
tion, · . · · · 
.. In the· case.of' Marx, it wasn't only a·ri_ew stage of cognition, 

... I.t was .a whole .. new .continent of cognition.:aild revolution ... Raya said 
that to fully understand .. it, it. is· necessaty to once. again lciolt at · 
t_he very :f':Lrst years 1843-45, that is to se.y,, from his first break .. 
with' oapit.ali.sm,:and..,use of the .phrase "re\i'olution .in .. permane~ce''• to. 
his famous 1844 Essays after wll.i:ch he met Engels and so· impressed h·im 

• with an oral..presentation of his vision that they de.cided upon. a . · 
l:Lfe•lonf'· oollab~ration to bring this. new vieiion t~·, the. world.- The 
oollabqration.. r.e.sillted in the joint work, Tlje Gerinan .. Ide.oloi!'Y·· Some­
thine .in !:t;, .. however, must not ··have fully met Marx•·s··thought, and he 

. decided, once a~a.in alone, to follow ·up that centF!!,l. section ·on Feuer­
. bach with the famous X! Theses on Feuerbagh, Yoil.:·must all. reread the 

·, first, riot Thesis XI, but Thesis I. You wfil see: :'there what I saw · · 
for the first time ':Ln,preparing this talk-- ·that:Marx .touched what"· 
lle·oanie so central to. tis:this year •. ·a new s·ense of objeb:tivity and · · 
two kinds of subjectivity, specifically the phrase '"human· activity 
itself as ob:fective activity•. It is this .which reveals what we mean 
by' the expJ?ession "one, not two", that is to say, Marx and Marx alone, 
not Marx and Engels., That it took us all the way ·to thh .decade to 
·b", able to .wove· it· after we have. seen IV'.arx• s Marxi~ as a. totality 
SaYS a great 4eal of what was wrpng with post-Marx Marxists, It is 
this-- Marx's sense of the objective situation, which led him to · 
break wit)l oapite.lism,and new, sense of subjectivi-ty as .objective -- . 
that beoomes the· new transition point from Marx's age to our 20th cen­
tury. 



. ' 

Remember also the new sta!P of development in Marx --
1864-?1 -- from the founding of the First International through the 
Paris Commune, It was at this point that one other expression of 
~iarx -- I'm referring to the preater concentration on the organiza­
tional form of "the Self-Thinking. Idea" an<).: this t~e .. on leadership, 
Marx was greatly harassed and slandered when he did not sign the · . , 
First International's statement with his owp:.name,. but the name of. 
the organization, He was chare-eii: by the .. bqureeois prE!ss witr. hiding 
his authorship, His reply was thata l)He W!fS totally_. opposed to any · 
"cult ·of personality"i 2)The important thing was "principles" not 
personality, and the documents ~ere a collective decision of the In­
ternational not an individual statement1 3) That,gives it its his­
toric importance, Thereby Marx· further aiivanced .. the concept_;Qf what 
I call"orie, not two" by makine:·it not a question of any persone.lity, 
but of the revolutionary philosophy expressed,. · 

· · · · Finally, we want to 
take up a.yhird.period, Marxls last decade, but since-that ;s one 
thin{l:·that is .expanded at great :111ng~h !n RLWLKM,_all th~'fi needs any 
further emphasis here is the ·tigh~;and direc~~elationshLp between 
"revolution in permanence" and orgarlizaticin, . . ; : .~··. . ... 
II, Now when it comes to the 20th century, neither JiL, who 
first prot'oundly declared that 190.5 was totally new, the :!firs·:: of· a 
series ;f.t' 20th century revolutions, :nor r..enin, wno did tux!n to the 
questiol'l· ot' organizatio.nal form'·o:f theBe new rl)volutions· + and in-· 
deed,• was credited with being the 'first and'only Marxist who ·created 
a theorv of ·organization with liis famo·us pamphlet, What is "to be Done? 
-- c'laiDied to have created a new universal • on -the contrarY·r·'Lenin· ( 

. claimeci the opposite, that he was just t'ollowing 'ortho.c;J.ox'rr.Bi'xbm, 
· except that he lived under Tzarism and therefore. nee·ded special, con-

. cre:te defenses from autocracy, Whether or not Lenin did or didn't 
· me~ that organizational form as a ''Uni'V'ersal ·"' between 190'S and l917 
. · Le ~n :insisted ~t· wa:s ·a .. question !ot' a· ~pecSi:fic ·case 1 and··rn ·1911, 

whe.rLhe was establishing a new Universal: with tate and Revolut1on 
. and paid. great s;ttention to the. Cri ti 'ue of t e Got a . i 
'what he· chose·-"to··<lo'·ncentl•ate• -on was .not th:e orga zat; :en-·but·'lihe · 
·-n:~oessi ty to: smash the bourgeois s'tate., · · hardl,Y.. ev!l!l mentioring' 'the 
word Par'ty ln· · · te d Revoluti -•nevertheless; the·-P~W wat 

v t o ev lC .ot into wer. shd no_ 
e ' · n · ·;····-No-t· even 

Stal n• s -'brBJTBf'orma'tion of the. wor ere state nto a ·.~state•'capi talist 
society moved linyone from ques'tion~l1g vanguard party:; Eve~. Trotsky-­

' · who did fight· the Stalinist.· bureaucracy, an.!l called it "betrayal" -­
l!llld-even after his expulsion·trom Russia,· l:Ong after, when he e~ta- · 
blished a l"ci:ur:th' Irternational, · ·adhered' 'to that vangua:r.d party, 
'That meant le'adership to him. (Do p],ease ·reread the section "Le.ader-
ship, ·Leadership", pp, 14.5-1.50 .in ~· and note the last sentence a 
"Dialectics takes i:ts own ton· of theor;y· Jihd theoretician!~•") 

III,. The necessity to concretize for this year's Perspectives . 
· the. ~uestion of what is new in :t~adership is the hardest of all things 
to· do·, ·not because we don • t have- the historical comprehension ot the 
,philosophic concept·· of. leader'ship,· but because it is a task which con• 
earns all of us .and will conttnue ·tor years. Take ~he histC?,ric, wh:lch ' 

. I .. trac-ed back to the period 184:3-45·. and rr.arx' B body. of ideas after 
· that, .And then re-examine that concept of leadership through Luxem-· 



although we did reject Party for Committee-f·orm · 
burg, Lenin and ~rotsky, and not exclrtdinF the JFT/ The one thing 
that did become clear was that no single issue, not even one as tun­
dam!!ntal ae Stata-Capi tali£ri: theory, can become the determinant, 

even thoul!fl we did reject the vanguard pa,rty, Only a· body of ideas 
can serve that !'unction and only when it hP.s found an organizational 
form in which to articulate itself, ~his began anew in tp~ 1970s when 
we finally returned to the source -- the Hegelian dialect.i.c"in and 
for itself"-- ~·that was followed on the objective scene with the 

.new type of revolutions in·Africa and Portugal, especially Portugal, 
Because it openly raised the question of apartidarismo, it served as 
a compulsion to u-read Marx·~ s · Cri tigue of the Gotha Pro~am at a time 
when we could see Marx's work as a totality with the publ1cation of' the Ethnological Notebooks, · 

Once philosophy, not philosopher*, instead 
of LeadershiJ.rleadership, leadership was made by us the principle 
--revolution in permanence·as groudd for organization--- the expres­
sion, "one, not two" , no lonr.er worried us because it was not a quan­
titative matter1this was the new concept of leadership, philosophy as dialectics of revolution, · i 

To trace our own composition of leadership,which,by no means 
·just .. incidentally,we· always stress does not mean on:x;y those who are an 
the h~B but all members, we went back, on the. one ~and, to l9SS and 

· .. the :t'irst addition of· a Black production worker as e/dftor to ·the NE.B, 
and,, on the other hand, we traced what we.represente;d all the way 
from ·1917 through each decade of the 1930s, 40s, snell sos; so that at 
no tim~ was the subje~t;ve and objective left unrelated, · 



·-·· 

This week, here in the Center which is still Detroit, we 
are • l) s.ending.· to. 1;he printer the .final, issue of, N&L to: come. out of.· 

.. Detroit~ .our June-JUly ·.issue with the·.lead' on Toledo and the announc.e­
ment.of. our move· to· Chipago··and·that new add.re19s, the new address tor 
the Detroit local, ~ the reminder that the; Archives o.f ~iar4C,i.st-Hu.-. 
manism remain in Detroit at the WSU Labor Archives Library, 2) pre-

.. paring the.final,pre-Convention Discussion bulletins the Center is 
·responsible· to send out, and.)) reading the.galleys.o.f the 1949-50 
Miners Strike ~phlet, · . · ... /. . .. :. 

: This is the· last you will hear trof· me until I see you at 
·the Convention, when I trust I will' have .fin shed· the Perspective·s, 
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Yours, 
.. 

.... .. 

,, . . -· .: . ·~ .. . . ·-· •. 
,, , - ,I • 'r• 

' . :P:s~>·c)<yes, I have .finished niy letter to .. the Youth which will be 
seri;ti'out",;iri the m-e-convention bulletin at .the end ot this week.,· , · 

·. ·It is eiititled'F:-..O'N'''LISTENI'NG' TO MARX THINIC':As CHALLE'NGERS'"T<P"~~ '"'::. 
' ' '. '· ... >. ,··:··; .. • · A;LL POST• MARX U.ARXrSTS" . 
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