ON_QJOTINC TROISKY

It has become the fa=hlon amungat the' exponents of -the National

Committes Majority Resclution to quote ;rotsmy nin support” of their non-
revolutionary apprainul of the European situstion. The guotations all re-
late to Trotsky's enelysis of Fasclsm in 1922-3. I'a referring in pertiou=~
laer to: (1) Com. .thachtman vho, in his most archive-lsh manrner rabublishas
tho Trotsky artioles in the July 1943 ingas’ of ikg-New Ir _nternational and
(2) Com. Getos,- tho new discoverer of polities of otier planeta, ., in his mest
‘polemicel styie in the Octoba; 1843 issaie of the N.I. 4 decede divides the
quoters fron the quotetions. Bt time aud circumutenﬂa seom 10 be the lesst
essentiel elements for a historical a_preisal tc these Hstlonal Committee
spokasmen ‘for the Mejority M. C. hesclution. This decode has beer anelyzed
most effectively in the linority N. C. Fesolution on the national question.

Trotsky is sot here .ic cry. cut sgainst the misuse of gquotetions from
bis writings, It Ls easy eunough, however, to determine what his attitude
would be, ' I will-clte but o single in:ztence to prove my peoint. Thet __
single instance is the "Cld dan's® suthorship of The Death Agony of Capital-
-izan_ond-the-Tegks of % FOUP*hﬁuntergnt1nnal. e munt .remember.- that 1ong ‘
before fasciam ceméd to power in Germnnv Tretsky warnud ot its coming.

‘The Stelinists lhughad: there wés notuing to worrv about; fasolsm victorious
wes & Trotcky miregs. When fascism did triumph, tha Stnlinist. apologists
hed ¢ reedy cnswer: citer hitler, we come. Troteky henmersd away:.either
the foseist dletutorship or the proletfrlcn diutatorship is trus only: In e
historic ‘sense. Mennwhile, the trigmph of fescianm has tnrown ‘the proleta-;‘
riet beck Yty destroying its orgenizations, hes sown" democratic illusions,
~and we shell ngnin have to put forwerd damooratiu slogans in fescist

countries. . . : )

1

However. when fasoism triumphed in Spain, ”rotaky wes nakei' doea . this
then mern’ that the proletarict ecnnot wid except ‘when & wur is rnging. The
“Gld Mon" enswerad: Not ct nll.\ ''the objective conditione ore rotten ripa
for aooivlism, the key to the 1nternrtiounl eiturtion lies in the hends of
the. subjective fnotors the vangurrd of the proleterinst, But- the vanguerd
is wrecked by r orisis in its lerdership, To overcome thetd crisis, and .
beolp the proleterict bridgs the differonce betwoen the meburity of the obe
jective oirecumstences vnd thelr own politicr] i7mrturity, hse hed elrborated
o Tropeitionel Progrem. Th{t wus 1858 rgsoiom wne e¥ild -triumphent, but
Trotéky alreody ucied:
. "Thoge Lruyers of the popul'ﬂion which ‘at-one time
were intoxicuted with fescism, i.e. chiefly the
-iddle olassos, have had enough time in whloh to
- sober up."*
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The program of transitional demends in Fescist couniries then continues:

*One thing can be steted with conviction even =t this point: once it
breaks torough, the reveluticnary wave in feseist countries will
inmediately be & grandiose sweep and under no circumstznces will stop
short at the experiement of resuscitating some sort of Weimar corpse.”

Had Trotisky written thus bscause he had forgotten his 1933 thesis N
which the propenents of the N. C. #ajority Rescluticn are now "defending"? P
Not at all. WNeither was Trotsky in need of le=zscns from Ystes on the role
of the varguard party. ihis wes his 1038 interpretation of his 1033
thesis. It did not ignore, but was bssed upcn, the fact that 1t was most
difficult for the vengusrd tc¢ function in fascist countries, where the pro-
letariat was deprived of all demccracy, that is, ¢of all experience in chos-
ing & revclutionary progran:- .

*It is very likely, that a genuine proleterisn success in cne of the
'democratic' countries will be necessary to give lmpetus to the re-
volutionery movement on fascist terrltory.

 But Trotsky ‘then edded:

"A similsr effect is possible by means cf & financial or
mllltarv catastrophe.,”

That smmllar effect which *rotsky could foresee when fascism was the
unchallenged victor in Germany end the challe_eed victor in Spaln, tha
Majority N.C. cannot see even after' '

(a) the Fascist Army is suffering defeats, the grestest of which
was st Stalingrad | -
(b} the Germen Generel.Stalf hﬁd seen the handwritlng on the wall
and head sent pesce feelers to hussia 7
(c} Chuzchill promises thet the Europesn wer will see its nelimox®
. . in 1944
(d) the fall of Mussolini hrd relecsed the pent-up snergies of the i
’ "heroic Itelirn messes who, inh mery inastesnces, moved strajght~
wey to the !ormetion of soviets .. ;
(e} the Germen workers went on strike: "If the Itesliesns.ccn do it,
S0 csn we." T
(£) French masses refused to be herded'lnto lebor batellions for
- Germany o7 ' :
{g) end the Eurcpeen resses throughout display?both restlessness
- end militaney - : .

i
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And what 1s the mejority of our M.C. busy doing?-~They are busy quot- ‘
ing Trotsky's anslysis of fescisn when foscisz wes the unchoallenged victore ﬂi
Not oﬁly do vhey, 4in 1943, reiterate the 1933 znclysis, but they eleborate,
in 2 most originc-l menner; upon Trotsky's description of the destruction
thet fescism hes wrought upon the proletarian orgenizetions. They state
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that the Eucopean proletariat is "impotent® at the very time when it is 80
militantly awakening! In 19038, when the proletarint had not yet shown
these tremendous recupserative pcwers, Trotsky already sow: '

*, . .factory comittees, it may be supposed, will appeer before
+he old rouiinists rush from their chancellerios io orgacize
trade unicns; sovlots will cover Germany bofore & new Consti-
tuent Assembly will gather in Weimar,.."

‘hersas the N. . Majority, im 1043, wich us to aecept e progrem bnsnﬂ on
that "impotencen. lied tuey rseily wished to expound Trotsky, they should
not keve forgetten so essily whet Trotsky said a progran in fascist count-
ries should be based upon:

A revolutionéry progrem should bese itself on tho'dia1ectics
of the cless.struggla, obligatory alse to fascis® couniries.,.”

The lau*er of Uciober musi indesd be tur ning in his gr*va Stithks

ctronge pll Lnomenon tirt-his wnelysis oF uri&ﬁpnu-'~-uua;nm iz uged by -
‘revolutienis & to.deresn the regolutlonsry upsu“ga 6f the Euroyean nrola-

 teriot es fescism heads toward its doom.

Nov. 10, 19a3- . S SeR. FoRESY
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*All quotatlons are i'rom The Founding Cﬂnference 01 the Fourth
Internation51, poges 48-5




