'ffphasive ‘the significancp of the ongoing dbjoctivo ‘evantd thdt wa

Minutes of "“EB l‘-'entin'g,'-‘ Oet. 17,711984,

P:Psent. nll, with Jann A" sitrnr-in C ‘

hgenda: I. Report by. Rhya on thé Nesr fyllabue,. and briaf renort on
.new. qu?gr?nh for, Introﬁuction to natr-hoo {Fubxeport hy
}dke and ‘Tarry on galning an audirnce’ for’ now Claeges):
RN & 38 Novembax N&L, b Brief rebdrte by-K-vin on HSA anﬂ
. Lou ‘on, circlp- Iv. G&n ) Lo

* [N

r i '.II R

I Bgzg hngan her reoort by passing out conine of tha new CyIlabus.
Fha pointed out’ tha* row that +re ‘had the Fyllahus,'nb would note -
that the Title,"Narxisr-Hunanist parsnectives. ‘and ‘the Nialectics

of Ravo1ution"tells ug that “the acdomnanying axpression with Per--
. spectivas is. not the PPLs, as e’ originaliv ‘Broposed, but’ "Dialec-
tics of Revolutjon." That further axpreseion“is emohaéized in the
last lecture, which is’ ca11nd “n Narxist—Humanist View -of 'The -
Dialectics of Revolution and Toﬂpn 8 Libarakion™'t, by ravnrsing
tha ti&ln of the boo? itse1f. h still further emphasis is needed
on this reversal hy calling to your attantion’the’ ‘uniiversa¥ity of
dialectics.of revolution which Aoes not 1xm5t itself to ‘any single
forca of revolutlon hut. includes all forcns ag Reason, L
: . "7 iNow-take's

look a* the first 1ncturn You wili note that” What replacés a“PPL'
- ie a namnh]eh, the, hfro—nsian “Revolutions. I wvant Eo" nlanrafe tvo.
‘things here. One. ie the "whv" 2 namphlet with the Perspecﬁﬂvas, -
.:the. sscond. ig"hy". twa such different datee ag 1956 ‘and 19847 In. o
. - the bheginning i*~w;s not only the’ fact that we didh't publish’ our )

“ Parspectives in the. Daner, but..ve were alwavs 80 Jetérminad to’ nm—’*"

.

T dealt gomprehensive1y w1th such an evank in a namnhret and PUB-‘

“1ishen that, in N&L. . - i
. Lat, me,take un éhree different evants’ that hép-

. nened simultaneounty with our Persnacrives on'"How to Begin»hnew“-.

\‘1.1) May 12, and Fay 20 —- ‘the Letters ‘on the ATy 2) ‘June “17, 1953. -~

L h“ East German Upriging. 3) the birth of the whole Thira ttorld. In
:agword. along 4ith the new staqp of proﬁuction, there was & this new
,'fstagp of. cognitjon, whlch 9xnreesed itself in ‘Baat Furope agbinat N
«COmmunism and the’ Tradp Union hiPrarchv byﬂbuilding ita dunt’ TIdkers

' c:lls and o;;posing ’t}ae ﬁingIe Darty State; and in Bfrid?"t‘ighting
aga net: Iestern imnerialism but matntaining the hingie varty which

auqcaoded in oxpelling imperialism.m s a matter ‘of facﬁ) the o
“ontradictory cdndiFion whiqh confronted "ug' in-thé 19508 argﬂg ffom

fact that, ‘In the most cqmprehensiv¢ national revolution, China; -
led.by the Cqmmunjats,_what wa' faced was "the b@ginﬁing o thesplit.
o inithe sino-fovietrorbit into a ﬂino ‘ovipt con€liet; *~rihere ‘all -
a“othara hegan ko ta1k ‘abont this in ‘the’ 19608, wWe 'raised it in‘1959,°
nointing to the, fac* t@at ﬁor Khruehchev to visit, Eiaenhower ‘at: Camp
‘David :wichout ‘titnt discugsing ‘it With' Mao aignifies - ne@ edemv--‘“
~ the aﬂminiatrath¢mmantalitv.J Thig was wvhen e firet “wrote" the
.. hfro-hsian, bamnhlet‘ there wa Qhowed,ua&ong with the new enemy. its
“‘abaoluhe oppoaite, the apontanaous revolts avnrywherea-‘ RN

R
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REB - Oct. 8, 1931 -~ page 2

This is whak still makes it so ralevant,at one and the same
time, to our first Perspactivas, which signified a new epoch and the
birth of Merxist- Humanism, and the enemies we hava to face, not
alone in state-capitalism and imperislism but in the counter-revolu-
tions that come out of transformationa into opposite, It is this,
moreover, which is the really new relationship to philosophy -~ the
bracticality of philosophy. (7e +7ill take up - this aspect next. )
Here, as everywhere, we want to stress the nbsolute Method, i.e. the
unchained dislectic, which Marx released from the beginning to the
end of his life and which remains the task for each generation to
work out for itself. To illustrate this, let me depart from the
Aiscussion of the classes  and turn to the letter I just wrote to
Franklin on his commentary on Marx's Mathematical Manuscripts. In-
gstead of only the concrete subject of mathematics, you will note ‘my
development of methodolgy ‘on Bukharin. '

Bukharin's Historical Naterial-
ism was considered a most scholarly as well as most "Marxist' work
on methodology. It was published originally at the end of the 1920s,
at which point I never dared to contradict it, atthough I knew I .did
not care for it. I considered it too mechanical, too abstract, and
the concrete on the proletariat, though often mentioned abstractly
correctly, gave one the impression he ‘was talking of things not human
. ‘beings who would shape and reshape history. 1In 1931 I heard that he
. had delivered a_talk at a London Congress on the History of Science” -
. @nd Technology, and I was very interested, in getting a. copy of it,

- because I was sure that, since he was a philosopher, and since he
“really was the architect of Stalin's Five-Year Plan and the "theory"
.. of "Foelalist in one country," I would find out what was driving those
- former revolutionaries into getting answvers not from new subjects but
from new "Plans." ' It took all the way to the 1950s before Harry Mc

Shane join ed us and I interested him in obtaining a copy of the speech-
for me from the British Museum through the auspices of a friend @ho
- W8 an MP. 1n between, however, I had completed my study of the ‘Five-
~¥sar Plans in 1941, had concluded that Russia, far from being a Socialw. .
o Ast Coﬁﬂtryuhadnheen=traphformad.1nto.éQstate—cépitalistjaociqﬁjg and
'4i4.al) that.on the basig.of. capital/labor. relations and actual con-'
ditions in-the factory, without yet having been abla to trace the
.methodology of the Ruesian.theoretician who had led into that disas-
., trous. path.-: Then came. 1943 and £talin orderad the revision of the
" .-law of value and the-throwing out of Chapter 1 of Capital as it would
-~ baitaught in Rusaia, It was. the first time that I dared to say any-
. thing on dialectice, and promptly accused Stalin of breaking the di-
- alectical structure of Marx's greatest work and therdfore the whole
methodology of revolution; the dialecties of revolution had beern ‘dew-.
. -graded to what thay called “"history",.but it was not what' Marx czlled
- "history and its procass," that is to say, live masges shaping and

R

reshaping history.

SR (Ch. 9 of ®&R shows those -live forces in the 1960s i
+ in the same work as Ch. l on the Absolute Idea. But it still was not '_g
. directly related to what the “"transformation into opposite" theoreti- .;ji
' {

!

§

\
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REB, Oct. 8, 1984, vage 3

clans’84duntil ... ) .It is nov 1984, ¢ have Harx's Fiathematica
Manuseripts. "e. are living in’ the ,comruter age. And.Ron first has
brokeéh' through on the abstractions of diffexential calecuylus, pointing
instead to a Marxist~Hamanism avproach. But it 'as only with Frank-
lin's” comentary on the Russian editors of Marx's Manuscripts that
Thhf'stuCk"OUtjwaa'the year 1931; -and that these two editors were

.Present at that game London Congress ‘with Bukharin. They.had already
that’ far back. heen looking at the Manuscripts, and no doubt ruanning
all over comparing notes with' the “Jestern. technicians, who were pro-
bably working with Kevnesians, who were trying to .convince the rulers -

- to g0 An’ for some sort of lelfareState in order to avoid outright
revolution by all ‘the millions of unemployed.. . The Depreasion was .
world wide. One or another form of Plan was being touted. I still
had‘thst’ 1931 speech: of Bukharin with me.and now I.was ready to dig
into ¥ow practical were all’ those -abstractions and how imperative
wag- ‘it .not.to be concrete.in a Marxian way, since it would have spell-
ed out . that in Russia, as;all_ovex.the,capitqlist.world, workets'are
nothing but "things" to the rulers. 1In my letter to Franklin of

Oct .'5, 1984, read -especially that last para. on page.4 and the fol-

. lowing four points ‘on.page"5, in -oxder to gee what, I'm.stxessing ‘on.

_ both-commodity ‘fetishismrend the economic -laws not ciily. ag al critique
oL Buknarin but‘as a.point of departure for further <’gging into r
: Ma:ﬁ“f“ué%ﬁﬁbrfpts'QWhichrFraﬁkLin'poin@s-out are .2000 pages, of, '
. whicK *¢Hé& Rissians selected -only 140). .«Phe reason for bringiag it

- intd this ‘digcussion’'is td stress the -comparativeness and.practical-
ity Of phiilosoply so-that its dialectic methodology is. seen not as
-'an abstraction, but ‘ag ‘the concrete key ‘to working out the problems
- facing us. If this grasp of the practicality .of dialectical methodo-

logy 18 internslized through the new type of classes, we will, in- '
dead, be ebié 'to ‘lesp fbiward. in thie -1984-85 period, cea
SRR T e e Cperan - . .o Tu;ning back

- to" those classes, let me cite-two«otheruexample;.6n1§_f— the first
won."Black Consciousness and the Needed American Revolution®, and the
othei'on " my..own- finsl laatura.xﬂslack-chaciouangsa"and the Needed ‘

" /merican Revolution® includeetwo vamphlets, beside. the Perspectives,k -~ -
== ACOT and Frantz Fanon. Let's begin with ACOT, which like the AA !
pamphlet, has ‘come out:dn’s  new: edition,. ."hat. is unique, about it
is:not just the'relationship.between 1963.and 1983 editions but the
fact that"the' whole history- of Nmerican; developmént, both e revolu-’
 tion and as thought, shows Black masses »s vanguard. and, thus explains

''more than the .Perspectives-under consideration (1976). No wonder
that the title on this lecture includes a call for the needed Ameri-
. can revolution. The Frantz Fanon panphlet brings closer that, indeed;
. -Black 1s an international fact of revolution and & philosophic Pheno- -

- ﬁéﬁép§=4bhb other utiusual feature is that all the, paragraphs added

€0 RLMLKM after -its publication are #2lso included; in this. clasa; and"
I'm now 'adding: to that awsignmant the jnew.addition I haye just drefte

. ad Por the' last page of the "Introduction/Overview" of the new book, ' -

- which' comes dikectly wfter the s@ntence: -The tasgk is to unchain the

© Alalectic. (p. 20) |Here I will.add: .. . —_— o S

r
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Thig, this precisely, 'stamps the uniqueness, the originality,
the continﬁity in Marx's development of the dialectic. e can see
his Bromethean visioh in thé’ last decade of his life as he projected
the poesibility of a social revolution coming first in a technologi-
cally underdeveloped country* before* the so~called advanced economies,
This was the sime periovd when ‘he also wrote the.Criticue.of the.Gotha
Program - sharp cxitique of' therorganizational form of 2 proposed.
new Party, the proposed merger:of those who considered themselves
Marxiste with the Lassalleans. "That Critigue was a theoretical dif-
ferentiation between Markigm amd Lassaleanism,-which he extended , .
also’ against the practical’ points' they would engage in. Marx. dis-
mieeed these five points of action as nothing but "bourgeois twaddle."

!

As’ was evident throughout this book (which covers 35 years of
writings on 2 single’ subject, Yomen's Liberation) the .sharp diffe-
rentiation beétween Marx's Marxism and post-Marx Markxism is not limit-
ed to that one question., A deep gulf existed between Marx's multi-
~ linear view of all humian development and Engels' unilinear view.

.Which is why this ‘single subject -- Women's Liberation -~ whether

. viewed ag it ‘relates to philosophy or to form of organization-- is

linseperable from the dialectics of revolution. Both of these. ques-
tions were raised anew -after RLVLKM was published. and I lectured on
i cross.the country. °oecifica11y, I was questianed about. what

contradictory to some in my-audience, when I had-writtem '~

< ~109} that social revolution comes first "Erovided it is not
’indeed révolutions cannot be -- without Yomen's.Liberation or ba-
nd: worien * e‘backe ‘or by using them as helpmates." I therefore
e]aborated that concept as follows: .

(Here would come the paragraph I had added to p. 109 of
. RLILKM: "History proves a very different truth ,..uprooting
of the old ie total from the start. )

L The other ‘questions ‘raisad and my answers to them are included
in the last selection of .this collection. -

The Hbsolute Method allows. for no “orivate .enclaves" -~ i.e. -
exceotions to the principle of Marx's ‘Dialectics, whether on the
theoretical or the organizational questiona. ‘A8 Marx insieted from
the very beginning... T thie -

' (here p. 20 contihuee ‘as’ written)
* W S

- What will be new in the finel lecture ig - not just the fact that
it 18 a sort of summation-of the whole series but-that I. wili give a
1report niot only of theé: Introduction which all locals now. have, but

‘be book -as a totality. in order not to wait for. the actual publicar
”tion, ‘but' to 'know its. eesénce for projecting it to others, with a
view to the mini tour I will be.making in -1985. :
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. Lt I - .oy, . .

mhé 'final lecture js “0 he a manifeskation of hovw a single subject,
‘once ik "submi*%s" jtself ke *he Absolute Method, can encompass all
fordes 'of rgvolutien. .Indead, it ig this which proves. that a book
on.ﬂomeu 8 'Liberation. is really a boo or-thp dialectics of revolu—
‘tion:i: . Its aim -- tike. theraim of this’ 3eries of classes ~~ is to
‘help make us all practitioners.of the dialectlc methodology in the’

analysis oF all new objective events.
* o




Octoher 9, 1984
Dear Friends:

The report I gave to the REB on the new type of classes, for
which you now have the Syllabus, should be discussed at the local
and will, I hope, help you in arranging your own classes. All that
we can do in this weekly ‘etter is to stress the title of the whole
series:"Marxist-Humanist Perspectives and the Dialectice of Revolu-
tion" -- and that of the final lecture: "A Marxist-Humanist View of
'The Dialectics of Revolution and "Jomen*s Liberation', which, as
you can see, reversas the title of our new book itself This was
done to highlight the fact that, though the book is on the single
subject of Vomen's Liberation, it actually encompasses all forces
of revolution as Reason., That is why the “Dialectics of Revolution"
is stressed. The aim is to help us all become practitioners of the
dialectic methodology, which everyone can exercise in locking at the
objective events of the day, both for analysis and the manner in
which we participate in activity. Only the last locture is decided
upon at the Center. I -will presant that in person in Chicago and
it will be taped for all other locals. -All the other lactures are
the responsibilities of each local. :

. On Oct. 21 Mike will deliver the first lecture in Detroit; in

”3*ﬁqn;cagqc “the first class will be given by Olga on Oct. 28, Be-,"‘”“q

=5 what is proposed for Chicago may help the other locals, let 5
-me liat the schedule, _speakers, and times here: October 28: -

c1ass I. Reporter, OIga-'eub-reporter Peter Mallory.
- Mov.ds claas ‘IXI. Reporter, Lou: subreporter, Neda.

. Nov. ll: Class II. Reporter,Keving subreporter, Jane.

Nov, 18; Class IV, Reporter, Eugene; subreporters, Diane and Terry."'“

Dee. 2: Class V. Reporter, Dave: subraporter, Suzanne.

Dec., 9: Class VI. Franklin to give a2 brief report before Lecture
' by Rasya Dunayevskaya, which will be taped for all locals,

‘ (Ybu will note that in Chicago. Class III is being given before
Class II, since Kevin. who is to give Class II will be writing
the Lead that same week. There is no set sequence necessary for
the- seriea outside of CIaseea I and VX.)

“Je are suggesting 45 minutes for the main report: and 15 minutes f}:

for the sub-~ifeports, In Chicago, which has a large local, we are
also suggesting a 7 minute limit for discussion. <hat is most im-
portant. however, is that all participate, In Chicago, where six
local members do not have rasponsibility for a main or sub report
-each.will be given 10 minutes to speak during the discussion in
- whichever one of the six classes they choose. Mike and Terry's
. @iscussion on Chicago publicity for the series (recoxded in the REB )
‘minutes) may also help you. S

PLEARE NOTE THAT DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER ISSUE IS OCTOBER 258

Yours, RAYN
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+ . SUB~REPORT TO TFE PERSTECTIVES

given to the Convention of

‘. News and'Letters Committees,
wertJuly Ty-1984, by Olga Domanski

)

OV TEN YEARS OF MARXIST-HUMANIST PERSPECTIVES

‘This morhing we were taken oh a journey over a two-way road be-
tween Marx's Humanism and Marxist-Humanism, between national and inter-
national, between. objective and subjective, between theory and prac-
tice, and between philnsophy arnd its politicalization, VWhat this '
‘year's Perspectives proposes as a centerpoint of our activities over
the: next, critical year of our development is just such a journey '
~over the‘whole last decade of our Perspectives Thegés -~ with one goal
in mind: “PROJECTION of our philosophy of Marxist-Humanism as we see
it being tested by exactly what was happening in the objective world
over those extraordinary-yet-“ordinary™ ten years -- ordinary, that.
is, for degeheridte state-capitalism being challenged by a new 2age |
striving to. be born, R

¢ .. Jdust consider what those ten years -- 1974/75 to 1984/85 -- en-
;--compags. . On, the objective world scene it is the decade  that has. -

on's resignation to the clear and present danger'of.
. ifour moye years.® And how-clear it is -today -that Nixond
on’ marked “the defeat of Nixon but not of Nixonism =< af
5, .presented to us only a few short weeks after
nly- 1ine was given to the resignation, and ‘thai:was
o ‘great as it was to get rid #f Nixen, whatiwasine-
understand was that he was really only the Uscapegoatia:f
egenerate ‘system, which the Porspectives then analyzed::L

-

decadé that saw the Portuguese Revolution, fhe: Iran

he' Nicaraguan Reveoluticn, the Grenadian Revolution

all .the out and out counter-revolutions {whether in

he' Rightist coup-in Portugal or Khomeini's courter<revo
jithin the revolution in Iran) but the internal dualities:
1686 ‘moméntous events, and each one was very specifie,

'H.

4gie the décade ‘that marked the actual structural changes:inc
L and the state-capitalist pattern of union-busting ‘that. ;i

teblished~by Reagan's breaking of PATCO as soon as‘he “took. of-

wBut it was also marked by new atages of workers'-revolt which:.
8664 .everything from the 1978 miners' strike in the U,3. to-

Poland and the new kind of trade unions in Sout Africe

PR

“4).Tt's. the decade.when the civil war in Lebanon-was:aberted an
the:Arab=Israell cd 1ic§'became“Igrael's}blitékrfeg;aga;ngﬁQthanEn
g the decada that saw the unthinksble become  thinkabl
‘Amperialism defeated in Vietram and ready to-spell-Vie
‘as El.Salvador;, that experienced Three M;la,lslan¢---”anﬁ

T the. birth. of a new global anti-nuke, anti-draft,’

t.o- with all of its dugiifiaa,_-“- DR
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" . _ On the subjective scene it is the decadc that began after the ' -
. .._.....Publication of Philossohv and Revolutinn and moved throngh the. publde.. .ol
e cation of Rosa Tuxemburg, Wemen's Liberation and Marx's Philcsophy
.~ of Revolution, It's the decade in which we have been publishing our
. Perspectives Draft directly in the paper. (The first time we did '
that was 1975, and it broke totally new ground for the Marxist move-
ment -- ground that, unfortunately, no other Left group to this day
‘has chosen to trod with us.) It's the decade in which the concept
of the Weekly Political Letter developed intc Tolitical-Philcsophic
Letters; in which News & Tetters developed into a Theory/Practice
12-pager; in which™ the concept of "organizational conscicusness,®
which we posed after P&R, moved to seeing Marxist-Humanism as a total
body of ideas over a full 40 years, after RLWIKM. It's the decade in
which the initiation of a new local in Chicago moved to the initiation
of Chicago as center, : '

But what 13 so new about the classes that are proposed for this
- year 18 not merely all the historic turning points, objectively . and
subjectively, that they will encompass -~ but that our Perspectives
Theses are an absolutely unique form of political-organizational-
philosophic projection of our Marxist-Humanism, in which the objective .

,8ituation, the subjective situation and our own specific tasks for’
that immediate:year are all tightly tied together in one completely. '
“integrated: form. - That kind of politicalization of philosophy. is’ the,
‘ :;ipopularization® . that 1s not truncation, but that pr

lity .our: "body. of ideas™ in the . most concrete way.

‘the: ftotality. of our body of ideas has hothin
 totality has been profoundly expressed. in ‘ocu
0% ! —= but-it..is in each one of the three. Tt is 1
ingle-article like the essay just reprinted by Praxis Internatioh
It can be'seen in a single letter, It can.be projected in a singl
ecause totality has nothing to do with quantity. For us,.i
gees’y it has. everything to do with the principlehof;
world -events without relating them to the stage of 66
:0of -never -making a. critique. without relating it to.action
i o 4 . : P i

thing .will be more integral to these clasgses:than;our
ies: ==whether with workers on ‘and off the picket lines, with
lack..dimengion, in Women's Liberation, in anti-war work, in- .
olidarity..committees -~ and both in terms of what ideas:we Will
o-thoge -activities and in terms of who we will bring from
TTvitles :yith us to the classes, R e
+c1That . is what we haveyto be thinking about while we take up:ih
4two of the Theses, and mention only orne of the Political-Phil
Lettors, .out.of .the 20 Theses and more than 20 PPLs from::
F:hoave.-to choose. when we Work up our Syllabus,’ Becaus Q
“have two very ‘separate #nd distinct Theses ‘=~ one a:Dr
»8qoond ;what is further,developed out of the two months.
tual Conventicr, ' .7 , S
~i775In;the. 8bort. time we have;today, let me. take just two of
one.-from the 1970s and the other:from'%the 19808 -- to see, iz
‘thay related to twn very different obJective arecas and, at the
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1jtime, how each becomes a total projection of Marxist-lumanism in a
moat concrete analycis, which continues to illuminate the new events
_we will face tomorrow. L e

: Let's start with the Thesis for 1982-83 ~- which we heard on the
very eve of the publication of RLWIKM,and on the threshold of the
Marx centenary, The Thesis that September was called “What to Do =--

~Facing the Dep th of Recession and the Myriad Glabal Political Crises

28 well as the Philosophic Void," It could almost be a “generic*

itle for our age of crises -- but this thesis concretely had to take
up, first and foremost, Israecl's genocidal invasion of Iebanon --
and the hideous new crisis in the Middle East it had wrought -~ which

- will surely continue to be with us in the year ahead.

~

The first surprise is that, first and frremost, it didn't start
With.that objective event, but with the subjective nced to articulate
not just what you are against, but what you are for., Rather than
beginning with any of the actual world events (other than mere men-
tlon to place us in time and space) the Thesis began with an Intro-
duction that quoted a full page from the PPL written all the way back
~in-August 1976 on the Lebanon Civil War as the "Test not only of the
PLO but of the whole Left.® At the same time, the new politicaliza-
ion of transformation into opposite" was seen in how that philosophic
category was manifested iin a very new way in the difference between-
Palestine/Israel of Exodus in 1947-48 and Begin's Israel of . -~ . '
: .the pivotal warning that was raised just before all the . ",
ective -events were taken up.in detail was the urgent . .
v half-way ‘houses can become death traps, everywhere.a:
edom ;banner 1s not unfurled -~ ina revolution-atriving-

> ‘the: immediate questinn was what regime would-be-im-
népooxr Liebanon,-‘the question of the half-way houses the New.  ::.° "
gi’constantly settling for took +the dicussion from the Middlery/
only. to Latin America, but directly to the deep global eco='- '

v

‘0

ur ‘state-capitalist world, as well as imperialism's -
o-all fthe Treedom ‘struggles from below == 2 Journey:
rip even to Namibia' and not only Namibia today,. but
where we ‘got a whiff of. the mew book still om the&iiy:
Conly.dn 1904 but in-1951 -- so-that we. were-sudden-
‘%00, a3 part of-thatiglobal movement from practice.:. .
ged 4in the 19508 -and which, :we now:could see, included i -.
ation battles . in the U;S, and the East Buropean. .{
ussdian. totalitarianism but:both the Bolivian Revoluz:..
aswell'. P SN [y . s e i s . . " '.:

s i ' . n
1

will-simply-have to re-rsadthis” tremendous Thesis for -your
W every single one of .our. trilogy of revolution is  ri .
#in 'relation “to 'a ‘most -concrete, objective event, which,

mber:the:Bo=called :subjective works K ~- Marxism and.Free.

on to Bolivia 19527 Rosa Luxemburg, Women's' Liberation
ilosophy_of Revolution in relation to Namibia S
‘Revolution-in relation to Mao. . Put it dismot.onky . .
will See when you reread .this Thesis today, *Because:. .
qwithione of its climactic points -- that every production
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.erisis. produces a-erisic in théory, which the "hesis spells out as

“""both the new questions reised by workers battling Automation and the

Indian peasantry's 'new rationality® -~ you will surely be impelled
to.see the direct relationship of that to both our new pamphlet on
the 1949-50 Miners' Ceneral Strike.and nur new Afro-Asian pamphlet,
In shart, we will find ourselves disgussing in these classes every .,
one of our three new pamphlets, as well, )

. Nor would we want to leave out of the study cf this particular
Thesis the Draft that Preceded it -- especially inscfar as it rermits
us to see how Part IIT of the Draft on "Methodelegy and Politicaliza-
tion, " which takes. up our whole 30 year mnvement from practice and . -
from theory, was developed (by the time the actual Thesis was deliver-
ed) into a whole section directly on the methodelogy of the Perspec—
tives Thesis itself -- which is what I have just tried to encapsulate &
for you, arnd which is why I wanted to take up this Thesis first today..

Now let us take another year -- this. time specifically related
to theirlack-dimension,-which will surely be one of cur most import-
ant.concentrations this year, We could easily take the 1980 Thesis--
:whereﬁtpeﬂROad to the Black Ghetto™and to the little shorties of ~
.a:Miamivwas‘ndt 8eparated, as opposition to the powers-that-be, fram ...

-our ‘vi'ew that “All Roads Lead to’ Gdansk, Poland" +thet year of Soli--
arity's birtn, - . S TR
Soa e ool Or cweicould: take “the 1979-Thesis, wheve the sectio:
: ophy:‘of: Revolution took up -specifically :"0il  ax
Black Leaders!. =~ the-year UN::mbags
‘ k.‘Caucus was pitched right into. th
year is surely a very different situati ¢
Ques of. the relationship between anti-Se igm
-%thaﬁ@isaswirlingrin:the:mpvement!HAWatexsaagai'
to make nptionlywthisvmhesia;but~others“£:om the
he ‘%708 most.current again; . Sn e T

1By ne ‘year most'important to-take.up-for;the-Black&dimensi
[ 'believe, 18 1976-77 -='and this time -I want- to:take up the
Primarily. ‘Not.just. because of the significance ofiiit
N Jl{Injgrnational,;Subjective/Objective,jcriﬁes;are,.J
evolutionaries. ~- ¢r even because, four years before he.::
to the"¥hite House, the very first gentence:.of ..thi
he: blatant racism of Ronald Reagan" -~< but-because
r that the .events in South Africa iwere - z
i Juot~erupted new Black reveclt. there. saw the
: . . ame time, footnote back ‘to our 1960 Lead;:. :
ica, South USA" and point to the totally new character
day---'which became the fulerum not only. for digging:
e .relationship between the .two actual revolutions
Y “Portugal:and Angola -= but into the state-capitalis: cun=
onsibetween the-U.S, 'and South Africa, and.the state-capi aligt:*
t-bei -Russia’and <China, S A T
e wWhole center section of this Draft -- the ‘mediation,-
ozthe full Marxist-Humanist analysis -- wag: precisely-a new. a
: "§§3%éﬁ gpitalism’'~~'in Theory and in.Practice," Indahort; :1't.wa




5=

. the.concrete grent new. strge of revolt of TFlack South /fricans that

was forcing the Left (or st least it could have ensbled them) to un-
derstand that it was the possible new ghift in globnl power (which
involved Russia &nd Cuba's role in ngola) and not the question of
South. Africa's zpartheid that China was concerned about, and that was
the abaolute opposite of what the masses in motion were ' driving for =--

whether in Chipa, in Portugal, in iAfrica, or in the U.S. R

: Our concentration on the Black dimension that year is what dic—
tated the decision to start working out a new pamphlet on what we were
then calling Black Voices -- which, by 1978, turned out to be Franitz
Fanon, Soweto, and fmerican Black Thought . 1976~77 was also the year
we established a new Chicago local, with special emphasis on that same
Plack dimension as well as on 1zbor {manifested in the pamphlet on
the 1877 First General Strike) and on Women's Liberation (which we
had tried to capture in vorking Women for Freedom,). By the time -
all this was developed anew in the actual Convention "hesis, two short
menths later, and long before the new stage of South African revolt
became known worldwide as the Black -‘onsciousness iiovement, it was
- clearly projected in the very title of Part I as lew Stage of Black

‘Revolutionary Consciousness; Precursor of Global Struggles to Uproo¥
this Decadent, Crises-ridden, State-capitalist, Imperialist World?; -
. &nd-in Part IV,"our Tasks® were clearly seen as “Creation of a- .-

.Philosophic -Nuclevs that is not just an Organizational Task; but the
Pressing ;Need . for Ongoing Revolutions ;and Revolutions-to-be.™ - 5
gﬁgiher or not that could be accomplished’ depended ~-and gtillydoesm
piontwhetherwe hold tightly together, asg a unit, philesophy and revo
sialubion national and’ international, objective and subjectives: .-

R R
hich. Theses we will want to concentrate on-out:of thes
o §0-cnlled Drafts and Theses, and exactly what kind.ofi:
we will be able to suggest, we will be working outrlater: this
80 :that, hopefully, the new classes can beginiiniall thé"loca:
“in:-October and end before Thanksgiving., Raya has suggested tha
iginal four we were thinking about be expanded to six, and that:-
ngle one have a "What" in its title:  What is Marxist-Human-~.
Dialectics? What is News and Letters Committees' “:What.
ness of N&L as it responds to the objective situation ..
ed-in that methodology? Aind a whole lecture on the'or=- '
| expression of "revolution in permanence® and N&L a8 that
rker and intellectual that is able to practice jtheory:as
ivity., Above all, .each one will have, as well, a concre]
+to.the actual activities and forcea of revolt we are.

hier each lecture could have two presenters -- which worked
;well for the classes this past year; and whether all six::
2would be without interruption or whether we could have two classes
‘and::then a week before the next two, to take up other discussions
be “worked out as each local sees best, S

[

#hat?ﬁlil.hof have to wait -- indeed, ¢annot wait';é,ﬁﬁ%uiytheu
ses actually begin, is grasping and projecting to othe: be-
ith the one we have Just heard.today) what our. Perspect! '
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there 1s plenty of that, too., They are the kind of politicalization’
that does not separate the immediate questions from- the universalj;

the kind of analysis that will help the forward movement; the analy-
gis of new objective events that is not out merely to prove what we -

‘already know, but to deeépen and develop liarxist-Humanism; +the kind -

of analysis of the current period that will show us the method for:
analyzing the events of the future, Above all, they are an expres-
sion of the fotality of our btody of ideas,

3 # #

Finally, back to the beginning (in more ways than one). In the
Perspectives we heard this morning we were shown the way the events
in Cuba in 1961 impelled the creation of the “eekly Political Tetter,
which based our fundamental stand against the U.S.-invasion in the

‘Bay of Pigs on the ‘grounds of our 1960 Resolution on "War and Peacel

ad

That had been written after the U~-2 spy plane incident had put an -end
to the ¥grand illusion® that there would never be a nuclear war, But
if you go back to the Archiveés and read that 1960 Report, you will "

“Théses are, They are not just a lot of facts and history, though

find that what we quote there was really the very same anti-war posi- -
‘tion-ye.had .enunciated as early as 1957, We were proud, we 8ald in:i
-1960, that we didn't have %o change a single word of it, A full 26fF

‘ﬁ‘yeggg.lgtér:we}ét111141dn{t. so 'fundamental was our stand, For it
‘was-exactly thoge fame paragraphs Raya used in the conclusionisf

Leadion the invision of Grenada this year -- in:the Devember 198
e R R P S UL
Po_Yequote. that. 26 ‘years later s without guétes. -
that nothing has changed in the decades between, '

e¥actly the relationship between working out what is new in éaé ﬂ
‘tuation:-at the same time that you are rooted in what you have:est
: -your ground -~ and.the method to work it. out -~ thatiis
e.projecting as Marxist-Humanism in the' very new ki
indeed, in our.Perspectives and Political-Philosopliic’

w ity

year. -
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~FARKIST-HUNANIST P8 ‘qSPEC‘I‘IVF‘S AND THE DIALECTICS OF REVOLUTION (/)
e /e "y e

- The ‘new type of classes this year, Whidh are concentrated
on our Perspectives Theses rather than on our trllopy of revelution#,
calls for ali-round participation -- that is, active participation
by every member of the classes, not just the presenters —-- if we
are to become practitioners ef dialectic methodolosy. Dialectic
methodology, though it is econstantly moving, is such an Absolute
that there are no loopholes through which to escape. Participation
has nothing to do with being a "specialist" in any field; 1t has
evarything to do with internalizinc methodology.

‘| Qf ‘ COnBlder Whﬂ the first class includes such widly distant
i (¥ dates as 1956 and 1984 -~ and such different subjects as the birth
v - of lMarxist-Humanism in the U.S.; the Afro-Asian Revolutions; and

the vicissitudes of the theory of state-capitalism toth at the out-

break of World War II and as it confronted the new Third World revo-

. utions, . Qz}g%g%ﬁggﬁi&_gﬁgpklng ourgelves with theAUS6IUtE Method
HI;. é%ELLfﬁﬁﬁIgggggﬁgcd dl-_ ctic),fwe will see not only the relation-
- pilp of a 9 ' FXhe first clags but the relevance

a arxist-Humanlst theoretical work written as edrly agi

-2 /tAt the same time, we will see how the dialecTics © e .
te=Ccapitalist theory, once the theoretician held firmly to the -
. subjects of opposltion to what:ls, paved the way for the de~~ RENT
-o.f, the DhilOSOth of revolution we call Narxlst-humanlsm._ Bl

; k 'the second class. where we take up £ diffarent
ar and peace, We will see that ~- whether it is .the

go-called "Limited” war like that which was waged

eoples of. Vietnam, or, whether. it be the ever-more-
uclear ‘holocaust that -will destroy ‘eivilization alto—
it the perspective of génuine’ social ‘revolutioh that s

or‘mly _prccts +the established old order which is the only possible‘m‘ c

~the antl-war fcrces to succeed ,
Var or revolutlon is also

estion 1nvolved\1n sc .new an. ‘arefla aa Ghlna, where

“attitude o objectivity was'defined ir’ ‘reldtiofiship -
gtg:who had led a -successful national- reVolutlognbut

themselves ‘thrust into -competition-with ‘Russig fer-. .}
‘ he Gommunlst world, armed with nuclear bcmbs.ﬂ T

L3

P

A4 Troedom - ‘Fron 1776 Until Today wae first pu'blished Min
hiloéophx and Revolution: from Hegel to_Sartre and from -
Mac in 1973 Rosa Luxemburg. Women's Iiberation and perx's

hy-.of Revolution in 1982." All “three were published as hew
r the liarx centenary by Humanities Press in 1982, .

u.- A
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”fahd*tﬁé author of the new Yook, will proaect this new work»onrthe: ,
__%ﬁ‘ulaxecv1cs ox Revolutloh 1n person 1n Chleago. and on tape in the
B “other locals. The full title of thls lecture -- "4 Narxlst-Humanlst
| View“of the Dialect;cs of Revolution and Women's leeratlon" -
poznts to the future in the present..

;~fu Far from ‘the dmalectlcs of revplution being inhibited by
a concentratlon on a single subject -- in this case, Women's Libera-
tion as Reason and.as revolutionary force-- we will see that the
new book goes to the wvery root of what determines each and all
"forces of revolution as Reason. Indeed, it is precisely the totali-
ty involved in relating the dialectics of liberation to any one or
0 all of the four forces of revolution today that demands that we
" all become- 'practitioners” of the Absolute Method -~ not only as we
looh at past history, but as we practice it in our daily lives,

. Flnally. although the Marxlst—Humanlst Perspectlves Thesis
;.ﬁfor 1984-85 ig-listed as reading material only for the firs+t and .the
last; lectures, it-is this. Thesis that is the ground: Trom. ‘which we
© will: be. v;ew1ng all the Theses we will be taklng up . in the entlre
tSiX‘ClaBB serles.;, e ‘ ST

_—

_,PROPO SVED

Llate !

.HE BIRTH OF MARXIST—HUMANISM and the
Capitallst Theory S

etlcalvand Practlcal Perspectives: Where to Begln "
bives. Rgport tait e.first. National Convention of New

“si;inLgié Relsaued 1n 1969 ) ;

DR L ;v'-
Pas ong-. and New Forces.

tAI‘ChiVeB.' VOJ-. : I' pp. 69"21?' VOIQ II. pp '..
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III WHAT IS NEW IN THZ ANTI-WAR STRUGGLES? WHAT IS NEW IN THL
SINO-SOVIET CONFLICT?

“\ /Regdn.ngs:

/" "War and Peace® (Draft Perspectives Resolutlon. July 19603 and
‘Report. to Convention, Sept. 1960 )

“War and Revolution" (Draft Perspectives Thesis, July 1971 )

"In Place of a Conclusion: Two Kinds of Subjectivity®;and Ch.18,
"cultural Revolution or Maozst Reaction?" (pp. 326 - 436 from

ag;_c_lgm and Frsedom, 1964 and 1971 editions %'!:E

*#"Naag Opposition to Reaganomics and the Drive for Nuclear War"
(Draf't Perspectives, 1982-83 -~ published in N&L, July 1982 )

’ﬂﬁ] BLACK CONSCIOUSN"‘SS AND THE T\J"=‘EDED AMERICAN Rn.VOLUTION
e d1n

"Ph::_losophv and Revolution in Today s Global Freedom St"uggles"
Y'Y Perspect:.ves Report, 1976-77 -)

"The Neéded American Revolution® (Perspectlves Report. __9_6_2-;2__ )

‘Mer:.cgn Civilizption on Trial (first edition 19631 latest -

: editi wi't:h n _Introductlon by Raya DunaerSkaya. _2_3 HE

ix to'Perspective por “fo Spei
enti_on of News and:L tters

THE IONG M.ARCH OF REVOLTt THE LONG MARCH OF PHIIOSOPHY
Readings:
"Today and Tomorrow“ (Perspectives Report 1980-81 )

. : 1 Philosophic Letters on Lebanon: "The UN Resolut:n.on on
Z,_,_ oni amh--'_and Ideolovlcal Obfuscation also on the Left®:

*Chapter XII. Sectlons 3 &4 from Rosa Luxembur Women's Libera

.- ‘tion and Marx's Philosophy of Revolut:.on“(;gﬁg The New NMoment

.- of the Revoluticnary Philosophic~Historic Concepts Discovered'
'EMa.rx in 'I:he Last Decade of hig Life" and "A 19808 View" SRy




-

THE GIOBAL ECONONIC CRISES AND THE MIQSING PHILOSOPHIC LINK
Regdings:

"Where. Do. We Go PFrom Here?" {Draft Perspectlves - first one

Cprinted--in N&L, August—Segtember 10735

"The. liaxx Centenary Discloses the Need for the Phllosophy of
J%uhf// ‘'Revolution in Permanence' for Uprooting Reaganlsm out to

. Shackle the People: with)'Mind—Forged Manacles of Ur.freedom"

(PerspectheB. 1983-84
7 *"The M1sslng Llnk" (Perspectives 2 8)

te

TA MARXIST—HUMANIST VIEW OF "THE DIALECTICS OF REVOLUTION AND
WOKEN'S LIBERATION"

‘Lecture presented by RAYA DUMAYEVSKAYA as Summaticn of the -
classes and Projection of the new book scheduled for publlca-
'tlon on Internatlonal Women'* s Dav, 1985.

'This 1acture to 1nclude a brief report by Franklln Dmltriev
on harx's Mathematical Notebooks.




News and Letters Committees invites you to a series of discussions on ‘
Marxist-Humanist Perspectives And
The Dialectics Of Revolution

Sunday, Noverhber 11- at 3pm
WHAT IS NEW IN THE ANTI-

WAR STRUGGLES? IN THE  [REESNEST .
'SINO-SOVIET CONFLICT? Latin America

Lecture by KEVIN A, BARRY, "Our Life and
Times" columnist for News & Letters, author
of "The 'Unknown' Marx's Capital,: The
French Edition of 1872-75, 100 Years Later

© Supplemental report by Jane Marie Dignan,
co-author of Working Women for Freedom.

. . |
S Su'nday, N'ovem'ber i8 at Spm

“~“THE LONG MARCH OF
- REVOLT; THE LONG MARCH #
 OF PHILOSOPHY

. Lecture by EUGENE WALKER, author of'Marx's
Revolutionary Journalism" and "Marx and

Mariftegui: Paths to Revolutien in 3rd World"

Supplemental reports by Diane Lee, Black
feminist writer, and Terry Moon, "Women
as Reason" columnist for News & Letters

é}z/ Place: News & Letters Library
59 E. Van Buren, Rm. 707

A BROCHURE LISTING ALL SIX LECTURES AND SUGGESTED
READINGS IS, AVAILABLE THROUG -rn:-: nzws & LETTERs/oisxc

,I.Eor; Yaore mforrﬁatlon call: 663- =
Raya Duna kaya will be present at each

class in the lecture serjes and will give the final pre-

3entation as a IWW 2
summary lecture, |"A ist- nist Viaw of the Dialec o=
tics of Revolutlon and Women's Lihara " not only N A

- future in the present, wil emBFace =3 ‘1 .

! er forthcoming Book, Reaching for the
Future: Women's Liberatto d
volutlon, to be published by Humanities Preas on Inter-

nationat Women's Day, 1985,
A




