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Px:es~!}·~; 11 t.t, ;~'ith J'ari~· ll's" ilitb>r-in · · 
11 ~end a ~ '. I~ 'Rev.Cit't by: ·;~,~, .. · on tM' N(>'! r yl. 1.ahUP ;·. lln,., bri"J f ra'('Oi:'t. on 

<'", ... , .'.ll•l·~: 'mrr~>grPnh ·for Introt'luction tc:r ""'''' hoo1~ (Fubreport: by 
...... f.l~1te, an!'! ''Ji<!i.rx .. :?n.' gi'.lining: im i! ~dil'ncP.' .for:· no"-1 ClCI~ees:) I. 
. . . . .;II, No'[P.ll'her N&t 1 · :III. Brie'£ re!lorts· by. •l<evin· on HSA anc1. 

Lou .':o~ ciriflP.: · 't\r: ... G.'X;., •· · · ·· · ' -- : ... , • • · . · · · 
' . . ; .. . . ~ ' · •' r ;· ~ 1' · ' ··• • · ,, " 

. ' ' .. ; .· . . ~. . 
I. ~a.ya .began l:lar rOT?O~t· by 'p<!FS'ing· out conlni!! Of .thi'l na•• ~yltabu11. 
fh<"l l?ointed . out. th;;~t. 1101~·. t~'at <.!e ·;hat! the fyl tabus;. \.(e •·101il<'l note · · 
th<>t the TitlP, 1 "l~~rJ<ist.:.liurna'riist 't>F!rsj:i'ectivP.s. ·ana 'the "ialedtics 
of ~·"!volution"t'llls u11 i:il<!lt · thP. 'aec!iimna'ny:ing·: ~J<orcession •1if:h ·Per-· 
sr>ectiv'ls 3.s. noj; 'thn J?PLs, as .,,,~: originativ· ·r;rl:lpoaed, 'but· "IJiatec
tics of 'levo'tut.~on.'' 'Tli.at J;urthRr ~.ifprP.ssi.ori"iiJ amohasizer" iri the 
last lecture, ••hich is' ca liod ~ ·;,1\ 'Matxisi:.:.:Huiric>niat:. Vie•• ·of. 'The . .. 
IJia lee tics of 1lE)!V01.uj;l.ol). and toili~ri i~ •'t±blira dot{;.:, n.;· by rAv~rs1ng · 
thti title. of· the book itsalt'.' r. still further emphasis is needed 
on this reversal hy ~~tling to yi)ur. ati:~~tion'.' the:·uiU.irerila·Hl:y' o·f 
dia tectics .o'!: J;evol~tion ':lhich t1oes n·ol:' HmH itself to any Singte 
forcP. of :revolution' hut. J.ncl.unes all. fc)rces' as neason: ·:. . . ' . 

. ·. ' . ·. ·. · .. · · · . . ... · · 'N6•·t·.'t'ak'!l· a 
Joolt a~ .the. first J ec):uJ;~·. '· ,Yq·-g ,.,.i i.\. riot~ that" ,,,hat·!repla·Cl!~·· a''.PPL' 

. ir. a l?<lll\~l.e!:., thl'! 11fro-l\'sian·'~evo1.uti6ns~ I ·~ailf: i:'({eti!t;·ora'fe:'t'~o, 
·, . · thjngs here. one. ia the !~;,,hif" .. a >:>amohlet·' .... ith tliii t>e!J:.si;i'e'ctl.,Y!!s'i. 

"'-'"~·~'""' '- ,thc .. aeconr.\: ie n:~hy". 't·.•o. such .;i:~.:~:·~~·i:e:lt' t!a'tea all' 195~·· i.na t!rM'(:>· l:n 
· tho;~ hegip~.ing n' ·•~s.'1 :no.t only. the '·:f~~t fha't ·~e · ~~~n'n•·t p'tib'li.Bh'''our ·. 

· P!'l,t:!I.P~c.ti vps. in the'. 'tm~r ,: hut. : .r. :,,ere a l•t'ays' · i;o· det.ei:miilP.d :t;o' am:-· 
hhl) si,?.e. t)le s.i gn3 .. t:~p~~c; of. i~e ~~.9oiri9;' .~!?j~c·t:·~vP. ·~ite~ts :t~r:: ,. ~•a· · -
~eat~ pqmprehensive.ly :~;~.th s•lc~ an event :~;n a · ~am~h;tet. an~ p~l:l:- . 

" l .. ish!'IP• th<~t. in. N&Ii •. :. ·. ·' .' ·. · ·· .. "' , I , , · .. · · :·,' : .. c: ':· · ... 
, .·. . . . . . Le:t. .. me, t.a1te · un three Clffferent ev~n·ts' that ''h'!!'P-

- . . ' ' . ' : • _ I ' ' ' . l , ' ·., ' .. ', , ' , '• t.. .. · ·'• • 

.,ened s~mu ttaneo11~J.Y.. {.,~ th o:u:~; y:>er!'.,e9;r~yes ·on "H.o••· to· ·Begin• .nne'"'!.,. 
1). l'!ay 1,2, and ~:ay:-~~ -- th<i ·Letters ori' ''the AI·r· 2) 'June 't1 ;· . .1:953·. -
t;he. East ~erm.,n .. u:pr,i!ling.:'·3) tha ~irth of the ·~h'ole 'l?t.i:rd '7oi::td;· In .. 
~.,\r,oJ;-1,. a;l.ong. :~i,th 't:J\11 .. ll(:l':'·stagP. 'of l?.roduc'tion, there '"as· this' 'na,,.,· ·. 
staqe .6£. cogriiHori,. •~hi'cih exi>~ee'siio' ftiu!'tf in 'Eas·t'·Eurbpe aif,:i'.tn·st ·· 

;:·j~:;;)0:_§~::~~·i~:m·, ~llt'! '·'T'rri'!e 'union 'hie.rarchv bY.~U:nning lt:)J owrt' •1o:t'ke:rs · 
;~ · · in9 :tj·~ .~~ncj"i.e'·. ~~·~.~.r: stat~, ~nd' iii, A,'fr'icR~f~gb'trng 

. ti~!R but rna in,ta.~ ning the siri!Jle )'arty l~'!iich . 
nq' 'impEiria"i1isni1~" ns 'a ~Mtt:ar: 'riff fac.e/:the' . 
• ''•. . :-. • , . • •·• ~ • • . , • - . ., I 

· ... · .. , ,. . . o~.~~~~ic:;h c~~~.o~t~d.'us· i'r~:the ,1950s ·.a.r~lte f~oin, 
···:-~,1\••' fact .th21t in the most cqmpreltensive na'ti.ona 1 ·revolution, China; · 

.oby the cci~uQ:I.~t.ll:;· ·~lia i: .... e" ·fa·ded 'was·. I: he bP.gi.nning.· of':' tbe···spl.:l:t .. 
• ' . . ' •',;; . • , •.. : ~-/ '•I • ~ , • • , ' • . ' I , •. ' o_ • ' • • '· • 

. . f'·ino•Eoviat:'··orbit :l.nto a· Finb·.-rovi...,t confU:at;·"·.rntere·:atl · 
otllu.!rs · · ri .t~"t~1-~:''ab'Oilt; thts ··fri "the· 1:~e:os, ·,:;e· 1ra'ised ''it. iri' .. l:959; · 

• 1 '/' 'O '' ' '• ' 0 f o ' '•' I ~· ~ • ' ' · I, 

ncJult:J.ng. t? .t~e:·:!~c.t ~.l}C)t :t;o;·~hr~~h1~.ev tq v:l:si~ Ei~~nh?'•er:'at··can\p 
f'i.rst d:l.scuesing ·it ··•ith' ~iao si9ni:fies ·a ·ne'~· ei"lemv-'- .. . ..~ ......... _ .. _ 

!:j~~f;i~~;;;~~~~~~~·~ .. This, ,.,as • .,han '"e "first ·•1rot:e···the:. · · 
z, • 'i!~o·~ed, .a·l.ong ·~i~!l: the net• enemy, its 

i:nc.spontanac;i.us re~ott:P av~i:yo ... hero;''. .. .•.•. ''· 
· · ·· · • . · . •'I '· '• "' ' • · : ·: ·• . , • , i ·· 1 ': , . 
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This is '''hat stilt makes it so relevant,at one and tho same 
tima, to our first PerspActives, ·~hich si.gnified a na•.~ e1;)0ch and the 
birth of M~rxist- Humanism, ano the enemies we hav~ to f.ace, not 
alone in state-capitalism and imperialism but in the counter-revolu
tions that come out of transformations into opposite. It is this, 
moreover, •.~hich is the really ne•" relationship to philoSOJ?hY -- the 
Pracficatity of philosophy. C·le •·Jill take Ul;l · this aepect next. ) 
Hera, as every~.,here, we want· to stress the ,\bsotute Methon, i.e. the 
unchain-.~d dialectic, which Marx released .from the beginning to the 
end of his life and ·~hich ~emains the task for each generation to 
'"ork out for itself. To illustrate this,. iet .me del;lart from' the 

niscussion of the classes· and -tur~ to th~ letter I just wrote to 
Franklin on his commentary on Marx's Mathema~ical Manuscril;lts. In
stead of only the concrete subject of mathematics, you •-1111 note ·my 
develol;lment of methodolgy ·on Bul!:harin. 

Bul!:harin's Historical ~aterial
.!gm ~~as considered a most scholarly as •<iell as most "Marxist" "'orl!: 
on methodology. It •11as published originally at the end of the 1920s, 
at '"hich point I never dared to contradict it, although I 'knew I .did 
not care for it. I considered it too mechanical, too abstract, and 
the concrete on the proletariat, though often mentioned abstractly 
correctly, gave one the impression he'was talking of things not human 
beings '"ho '''ould shape and reshape history. In 1931 I heard that he 

,1""''"·-···· . had_ deliyered a_ talk at· a ·London congress on the History of Scie-rice· 
a'nd_ Technology, and I was very interested, in getting a. copy of it, 
bec-ause I 1~as sure that, since he was a philosopher, and since he 
really ·~as the architect of Stalin's Five.O:,Yeiar Plan and the "theory"-
of "-f'ocialist in one country," I '•Jou:td. find .. out ''lhat, 111as driving. those 
former revolutionaries into getting ans•11ers not from ne111 ~;ubjects but 
from ne~'- "Plans." It took. all the ,.,ay to the 1950s before Harry Me 
Shane join ed us and :i: interested him· .in obtaining, a copy of ~he speech 
for me from the British ~tuseum through the auspices of 'a friend ~llo 
'llBS an .!otP. In bet• .. een, however, I. had, compl!!ted my study of ~he: F!ve
Year Pla_ns. in 1941,. had concluded that. Russia,· far from being a~· f:'ocia 1~ · 
ist country. had, been. transformed. into. a state-capita list societY, ·and 
did all that-pn the . .bas~s--of capitall],abor. relations and actu!l\.'~o.n
ditioris; in _the factory, wi.thout yet having been able to trace·_ ,th!'! · 

.methOdology of the Russian .. theoret,ician. !.,ho had led into tnat · dis_as
trous path.-' Then came. ·19.13" and. f'taari· ·arder~d the 'reviSion of 'tile . 
lal., of val~e and .the thrOI.,lng .OUt of. CllaP,'ta:l:' 1 of Capital .as it i.,du1d 
ba.:·taught in Russia, It ,.,cis. the fb:at· time that I . .dared to sa:Y:an.Y~. 
thing on dial~ctics, and promptly a~cu~~d Stali.n, c}f ~realdng th,e: ~i~_ 
aJ.ectical structure of Mal!'x' s gra21test work and· 'therefore the ,.,hole 
me~hodotogy of revolut<ioril· t;he cUa tectics qf revolutio~ h,ad_ b!!eri ae ... 
_q~~~ed to what they call,ed -"llistory",. but it •<~as not '"hat· fllirx. c_alled 
"hbtory and its process," that is to say, live masses ·shaping _and 
reamiping history, 

in the same ,.,or'k 
directly related 

(Ch, 9 Of 2§!!! sho1"s those ·live forces in t~e 1960s 
as Ch. 1 on the r.bsolute Idea. But it sti 11 was. not 
to whet the "transformation into opposite" theore.ti-
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ciaris'1 d1d·:until •.• ) .It i.s no·1 198•.. ·~e h>.'vc Harx's ,.lathemati.c<.Ol 
Manuscrl~'ts. '·'e. are tivi ng· in· .. th!') ,comnuter age. And. 'Ron first has 

~-. b'rolten; .. l:l'rJ:ough on ·che abstractions .of clifferential· ca.tc1,1lus, pointing 1 
ills·tead :(:o a· ~a.rxist-Humanism at)proach. But it ··~a~ onty 'with. Frank
liil'if"comentary on the Russian !'!ditprs of.~farx's M.anuscripts .that 
'"'nat"·stuck·out:•.o~as'the year 1931;.·and that these two editors 1~ere 

. pre·sent. at that same Lonaon congress ·folith Bukharin. 't'bey.had al,;-eac;ly 
that" far baok .. Jieen took].ng• at the Manuscripts, ·and .no doubt running 
a1.1 over comparing· notes '"it.h' the ··1estern. technic.ians, '".ho were P.:.::o
bably working •dth Keynesians .• who ~ere trying to .c:onvince the :z::ulers 
to go 'in' for some .sort of •·retfa:mstate in order to av:oip o~t·rJg'ht 
Z'evi:il:ut:i.on: .. by ·all ·the mil:lions Of UJ;)employed .... The Depress~on, ·~as.: .. 
'40rld wide. one or another form of Plan '"as being touted.· I still 
had•tli!tt' t93i:. soeeoh·· of Bukharin •·tith me .. and no·" I. was ready to dig 
into' 'lib•.v· tlracti~al \.rere a·ll:' those ·abstra~'ticins and ho'" imperat.ivE! . 
'"as· 'it ·-not .to be' concrete .. in a Marxian ;o~ay, since ij:. wo.uld hav,e s,pe'll
ed :OUt ·'tha't in RUssia, as: a-ll .over. the .. capitalist .! ... Orld, worke'rs are 
nothing ·but "things" to the ruler~·. In mY letter to. Fra~~l.ip P.f · 

Oct • •s; 1984, read 'especia•l:l:y that last cara. on· page .4 and. 'the. fol-
lo•Ji'ng four ·point.s :on·-pag.e ··5 1 .in ·.order tp ofi!ee wha~. ·I.~ni ._s_tresdng:)>~ 
both·(lommodtty "fe't-ifi'hismren'li· ;t;he .economic. ·l.aws not .vil~~- a1( .;3· .c:.ri,t~que 
of ·~uitna-t;:tn• ~lit '·as a'·pbint' ·o.f depa'):'ture for furt~.~ "7';g~,>tJ1g; '!lit.~./ ... 
MarX~'S''·f?~1'11i~.cr.:I:J?ts (.which ·Prankl,in poin~s .out ar~ .209~ ~gas, /~:f... · · 
'fl'hicli'~f!ne··RusSians selecte'd ·only ·140) •. •·!Ph~ reason .f!or. br.iJ?.giJ;tg i~ 
int_o '·tliis ;di!i,cussi,pJ1,' is , tci S t::re.ss. t,b,e · ·~ompa ra ti 'I!Sn~ss .'end . p~sctf,cal
ity Of_plti:J:osopliy SO"tiiat it.s dialectic metl:\OdOtOg:!:' is, f!ISSn nf?l: ,as 
•a.n .alistract:l:on, but :afi :the·· concrete. key ·~9 WQrldn!J 'out the ,prcible,II)S 
fa'cing us. If this grasp of the p:pac;.tica lity ·Of diale~tica1 ."rnEll;!lodo
logy is internalized through the nefol type of classes, we will, in-
deed, _be abie 1to 'leap fb:i:ward. in this .. 1!;184-85 .l?~riod. . ..... 

'·'': ·:.". · · .. :.'-·•·:·· · .. , -, ·-:. · :. · '"'' . .. , . .. . 'l'u;<~ing back 
- , ,/t' • I 

·to.:those classes, let me cite ·t•.,.o·other .. e:lj:arnplell. 0'?-~Y. ,...,. the ~~ret 
!)n "Black Consciousness and the Needecl r.merican Revolution", and the 

. '.C?ther 1.~n:·msr.:oo>~n·f'insl leabu;ra •. •"Black· consciousness .. and the' Ne~ded 
,'1iinerica,n Revolution" inc1.une11 'two '?(!mph1ets, beside. the Per11Pe~tiv"s 

..,..;., ACOT .and Frant" Fanon. Let's begin '"ith liCOT, which like the li'A 
P.empM.et, hiis ·come. out·d.n'.·e·•ne"::• edition, .. ··~a,t. is uniqu~, abou.~ it 
ili.·,·not jQ.s't: tbe·'relatfonshi~. be!;ween 19,63.: aJ,lp ·1~83 e,dit.ion~ .. l;lu~. th~. 
~ilc't that·~ ttte'. '"hole history· o.f·./\meric:.~t~n; !Seve.lo~~nt.:bO!:.~ !'B rl!vo.~u
tion and as thought, sho•.,s Btack masses as vangi.terd . .'!'~4, ~h.us e~_pl_ains 

.more than the P.erBpe:ctives.·-.under consideretion '(19"i6)'. No ~ ... onder 
thlit the title on this lecture includes.' fl call. for the needed Ameri-
can revolution. The Frentz Fenon panrphlet brings closer. that, indeed; · 

•Blaclc is an international fact of revolution and~ philosophic Phe'no
ni~ni:in~: • TWa other: uitusua1. .fea-ture is tha.t au tbfi!. paragr~phs ,added 
t~: ~~iLKM !'fl:er ··:Lts ·pubU.eation· are .e lao inplu~ad, in t;hiA .. f!J.a,.s•.loanc! ~ 
I'm now. 'addin9: tb 'that e•si'9nJUant; the 1 rtal~· .addition I hay.41 .:luat; d~~Jft-

. ad !Or ,t:he' lfllll't paqe·of the "Introductionl.overV-i,ec~.·i .~i th• 'ni,W. ~oo'IC,, 
·which' comes c!i.rectly lr'ftatl- the ej!ntenC!a: . The ta~ b. to uncl\ain, .. t.Jle 

·., ,dialectic. (p. 2C') Here I wU,l.adda ··· - ., .. ,. ... :.:. 
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This·; this precisely, ·stam\)s the uniqueness, the originality, 
th~ continUity irt Marx's development of the dialectic. 'Je can see 
his Promethean visio!1 in the· last decade of his life as he project.~d 
the possibility of a social revolution coming f.irst in a technologi- ~ 
cally ih1derdi!velo~ed country·' before' the· so-ca·ll~d advanced ec;:onomies, 
This t.ias. the same- period· 'when 'he'·also· wrote the,.Critigue .. of the. Gotha 
Program -- a sharp critique ·of' the<· organizational form of· a proposed. 
new Party, the proposed merger''Of· those who considered t~!'!mselves 
Ma'rxis'ts with the'Lassalleans. ··That cri•tii:fue was. a theoretical dif-:-

. ferentiation between Marxism and ·Lassaleanism, ... t~hich he extended , 
a lsci' 'against the practice 1· points· they would' engage in~ Marx, dis
miss~d, these five points of' action as nothing but "bourgeois· .twaddle." 

As' was evident throughout this book (which covers JS·years of 
writings· on 'a single( subject;-. cTomen's Liberation) the sharp diffe
reil.tia.tion between Ma·rx' s Marxism and post-Marx Marxfsm is not limit
ed to t~at one question. A de'ep gulf existed between Ma .. rx' s multi
linear view of all human development and Engels' unilinear view. 
~l'hich is why this"·single subject .__ ~~omen • s Liberation -- whether 
viewed as" it 'relates to philosophy or to form of organization-- is 

from the dialectics of revolution. Both of these· ques
t:1.ons were raised anew ·after RL'n.KM •o~as published. and I lectured on 

the' country. SJ?ecifical.ly, I was questitmed about.~hat 
. to some in·mY-·audience, •4hen I had·written 

that social revolution comes first "provided . .it is not 
in•de;ec;l revolutions cannot be -- •dthout '<Tomen' s. Liberation or be

·n~.na wome:n's ba(iksj' or by using them as helpmat13S." I therefore 
that ·concept· as fotlot~s: 

.. ~ . 

(Here t4ould come the paragral?h I ·had added to p. 109 of 
·RL"qt.IQ.!: · "History proves a very different truth ••• uprooting 

·. of the old is total from the start. ) ' . 

The other questions ·raisad and my ansr4ers to them are included 
in 'the last selection· o'f .thiS ·coJ.lect:l:on. 

The Absolute Method altot1Ts for no !'orivate .. enclaves" .. --:- i.~;~. 
exce'!'tions tC? the priri.ciP.le of JVIarx' s ·Dialectics; ·t~hether on the 
!:lt~or~tical or the 'organiZational':quesl::l!ons,; ·As l~arx insisted from 
the v9ry 'beginning ••• ·. · · · - · . . : · ',. . · . 

··· · · (here p~ · 20: contihues 'as ·written) · ·: 
* *· ·• ..... 

' .. ·'. 
,;that will be 'new in' the· .. f.inat lecture is.·not just. the :fact that 

ii{ii·, sort"of summation ··of the whole series but· that I· will. give a 
,retpo•rt not only of' the: :rntro4uction which all ·locals now .. have,, but 

·as a totality:;· in order not·.to wait for·.the actual P.Ubl~ca,. 
'to ·kno.;, its; essence for projecting it to others, wi!;h a 

the mini-tour I •'ll'ill be. making in ·t~as. . .. 

( 



... 
'1'11e'f!nat•:1_ecture h ~o 1-)P.· a mani·EP.stat~on of ho·4 a single !!Ul:>ject, 
once:·tt "suhmi':s"i.t:se.l£.:-:o ':he .!\bSol.ute >~e!:.'\lotl, can encoml?ass al.l 
forcas 'of revolution.· -Int'lced, it is this .1"hich .Proves. that a boo'!t 
on -~'\foma•i's·r.ibaratioa. is .:~:~~liy a bOC)lt. O!l: the di.~lectics 'of ·revolu
·tion• • . Its. ai~t~ -- like- the, a.im .of this· series (>f. clas13es ;..._ is to 
help ma'ta.us .. atl practitioner~-of the .dialectic meth-~c;'tology in the 
analysis of. all ne•" objective events. · · · · 

* * * 
' : ' .. · .. 

\ ·I,• 



October 9, 1984 

Dear Friends: 

The report I gave to the ·REB on the new type of classes, for 
·-~hich you no1~ have the Syllabus, should be discussed at the local 
and will, I hope, help you in arranging your o•~n classes. All that 
1~e can do in this weekly 1 etter is to stress the title of the whole 
serie·s: "Marxist-Humanist Perspectives and the Dialectics of Revolu
tion" -- and that of the final lecture: "A Marxist-Humanist View of 
'The Dialectics of Revolution and ·~omeD's Liberation', ·~hich, as 
you can see, reverses the title of our new book itself. This was 
done to highlight the fact that, though the book is on the single 
subject of :qomen's Liberation, it actually encompasses all forces 
of revolution as Reason. That is why the "Dialectics of Revolution" 
is stressed. The aim is to help us all become practitioners of the 
dialectic methodology, which everyone can exercise in looking at the 
objective events of the day, both for analysis ~ the manner in 
which •t~e participate in activity. Only the last lecture is decided 
upon at the Center. I·will present that in person in Chicago and 
it 1~il.l be taped for all other locals. ·All the other lectures are 
the responsibilities of each local. 

on. Oct. 21 Mike will deliver the first lec.ture in Detroit:. in .. ·, 
~.- .. ·. ·ch.~.c~gci, the. first cla-ss wiil be given bY Olga on Oct~ 28. :Bi!.::-

cause.what is proposed for Chicago may help the other locals, let 
riie'·'iiat the schedule, speakers, and times here: october 28: 
Ciaiis·.j;~ Repcirter,Olga: sub-reporter Peter Mallory. 

· Nf.'lv.~4: class ·Ixx. ~eporter, Lou: subreporter, Neda. 
Nov. 11: Class II. Reporter,Kevin: subreporter, .Jane. 
Nov. 18: Class IV. Reporter, Eugene: subreporters_, Diane and Terry.·· 
Dec. 2: Class V. Reporter, Dave: subreporter, Suzanne. · 
Dec. 9: Class VI. Franklin to give a brief report before Lecture 

by Rays Dunayevskaya, which ,.,il 1 be taped for a 11 locals, 

(You will note that in Chicago, Class III is being given before 
Class II, since I<evin, who is to give Class II will be '4riting 
_the Lead that same week •. There is no set sequence necessary for 
the series outside of Classes I and VI.) 

'•1e are suggesting 45 minutes for the main report: and 15 minutes 
for the sub-reports, In Chicago, which has a large local, we are 
also suggesting a 7 minute limit for discussion. '·1hat is moat .im
portant, ho<Aever, is that a 11 partici'l?ate. In Chicago, ·~here six 
local members do- not have responsibility for a main or sub report 

· e11ch •.-1.11 be given \0 minutes to speak during the discussion in· 
whichever one of the six classes they choose. Mike and Terry's 
discussicn1 O'n Chicago publicity for the series (re~orded in the REB 
minutes) may also help you. · 

PLEIIFE NOTE THAT DBFIDLINE FOR NOVEMBER ISSUE IE OCTOBER 25 ! 

Yours, AAYI\ 
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SUB-REPORT TO TFE PBI1SFECTIVES 

given to the Convention of 
'News'.· ::!.lid .. Letters comini tte es I 

'' ;;"'""'"'~"'·' '·July 7i ·1984, by Olga Domanski 

ON TEN YEARS OF MARXIST-HUMANIST PERSPECTIVES 

This m'orning· w.e were taken t"lil a jnurncy over a twt"l-way road be
tween Marx 1 s Humanism. and Marxist-Huma·nism, between na'tional and inter-
national, betwe.eil objective and subjective, between theory" and prac

tice, and between philnsophy and its po.liticaliza·cion, What this 
year's Perspectives proposes as a centerpoint nf our activities over
the next, critical year .'lf our development is just such a journey · ·: 
over the wnole last decade of our Perspectives Theses -- with one goal 
in mind: ··'PROJECTION of· our philos'lphy of Marxist-Humanism as we see 
it being tested by exactly what was happening in the objective·world 
over those extraordinary-yet-"ordinary" ten years-- ordinary, that. 
is, for degenerate state-capitalism being challenged by a new ag~ 
striving to. 'Qe bo.rn.. · · · . ·· · 

.; . Just consi4er Whi;l.t those ten years -- 1974/75 .to 1984/85 -- en- . 
comp~~s. O,n. tlre objective world scene it is the decade that has ··'•'•+:· .. ·. . ' . ' ~-~.·:·.· .. 

the >civil war inLeban6n ·was , . · 
became Israel's. bli tzkrfeg again~ .. 

' . . . .. . ·•: ' . :·'. 

j 
. ' 

t 
I 

' 
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On the sub~ectiy_<L§Sen_£ it is the decade tl,at began after the 
l;~c"'·''··'', -~~~J~~lca,tion oLPhilosJnhv nnd flevnllltinn "'-nd moved through the .publi,-_, 

· iif Rosa: Luxemburg, We-men's Liberation and ~lE1rx 1 s Philosophy · 

. ' 
' 

of Revolution. It's the decade in which we have been publishing our 
Perspectives Draft directly in the paper. (The first time we did · 
that was 1975, and it br0ke totally new ground for the Narxist move
ment -- ground that, unfortunately, nn nther Left group to this day 
has chosen to tr'Jd with us.) It~'s the decade in which the concept 
of the_ Weekly Political Letter developed into rolitical-PhilC'sophlc: 
Letters; in which News & Letters developed into a Theory/Practice 
12-pager; in which the concept of "organizational consciousness, 11 

which we posed after P&R, moved to seeing Marxist-Humanism as a total 
body of-ideas over a full 40 years, after RLWLKM, It's the decade in 
which the initiation of a new .local in Chicago moved to the illi tiation 
of Chicago as center, 

. But what is so new about the classes that are proposed for this 
year io not merely all the hist0ric turning points, objectively .and 
subjectively, that they will encompass -- but that our Perspectives 
Theaes are an absolutely unique form of political-organizational-
philosophic projection of our l1arxist-Humanism, in .which ec 
itu.ation, the subjective situation and our·own specific 

t. immediate. year are all tightly tied together in one 
· . f.orm_. Tha.t kind of poli ticalization of pn~"-\'~ 

. · . ion" -that· is .ncit truncation, 

~fJfb:i~~;~~;:l~·:~_'{;,ei~~i~ng' .our. 
11

bo,d_i ~f .iif~~sn in' :he, most co, , . 
'~ . ,the' .ctotali ;ty, of. our b'qdy of ideas 'has 

~1~hl~~;:;;~:~~~i~;~;~~:~· · t.otali ty has been profoundly ex~b~i~::;~cl-j ;:l · ,.,,... but· it .. -is . in each one of the .• 
like the·, essay' just reprinted by Praxis 
in a single letter. It can be projected in a 

•c~;~~;;i:~~~.:s;•o·''"'~'..~.ty has 21othing to, do .. with quantity. }!~r.r 
~! has. e:rrerything to .do with the pr:lnciple,'!l 

1-!i;thoU:t relating them to the stage o.f 
a .critique. without relati,ng it to.,·: ,:;r,,,,,. .. : 
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time, how each becomes a tot::tl projecti-Jn of ~lnrxist-llumanism in a 
most concrete analysis, which continues to ilh1minate the new events 
we wi~_l_.:face tomorrow. 

-·· --.,~, ----- ·-----

Let's start with the Thesis for 1982-83 -- which we heard on the 
very. eve of the publication of RLWHCM ,and on the threshold of the 
Marx centenary. ·The Thesis that September was called "What to Do -
Facing the Dep'th of Recession and the Myriad Global Political Crises 
as well as the Philosophic Void," It could almost be a "generic'' 
title.for our age of crises-- but this thesis concretely had to take 
up, firs't and foremost, Israel's genocidal invasion of Lebanon --
and the hideous new crisis in the Middle East it had wrought -- which 
will surely 'continue to be with us in the year ahead. 

The.first surprise is that, first and fnremost, it didn't start 
with that objective event, but with the subjective need to articulate 
not 'just what you are against, but what you are for. Rather than 
beginning with any of the actual wnrld events (other than mere men
tion to place us in time and space) the Thesis bega.n with an Intro:
duction that quoted a full page from the PPL written all the way back : 

·in··August 1976 on the Lebanon Civil War as the "Test not only of the • 
PLO but of the whole Left," At the same time, the new politicaliza,.. 
·ti "trails'formation into opposite" was seen in how that philosophic 
c::a:te'iti:iry was• ifested .in a very new way in the difference between· 

el of Exodus in 1947-48 and Begin's Israel of " 
votal·warning that was raised· just before all 

cie•w.:,,cjo:lectiV:e ·.events were taken up . in detail. was the . 

! 
. ' 
' 

! 
. ' 

. ' 

f1\·~~~~~~:~~~~~~*~~1 can become death traps, ·ever.ywlhe:r~. 
')'; ·. no.t •.unfurled · in'·a ·revolution•''"'r':v·".l'"'·'' · ·····•'""'i"'''i'ii·c·"~i 

·immediate question was what regime would;be'.:i~i'/:':. 
,·.the question of the half-way houses the; Ne\'1.;· . ·,: . 

settling for took the dicussion from the. M.l;,ddle:>? : . . 
1. :America, .but directly to the deep global eco-

.. talist :world, as well as imperialism's 
fr•~ecll·om ·s.truggles from below ... _a 

' and not only Namibia :;o':~•Y:f~~~~t·~~~·· 
wh:l'f.f .of. the new· book still 

onlydn 1904 but 951 -- sn that we .were· 
too;·as part ofcthat:.global movement from """-"T.' 
·in 1;he·.l950s and'which,·we now.could.see 

ion rbattres. in •the .u.s. and the Eas.t . 
. totalitarianism .but ·:both the Bolivian. 

well',.. ., · ,·,.: · ·· .. ,. • 
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.. the,.concre.te r<r.en.t new st~gr, of revolt nf I<lt~ck South !.fricnns that_. 
·· wiis-·l'oi;cJjig. :tiie Left (or at ieast it could have en2.bled them) to un;_ 

ders.tand .that i,t 1~as the possible nr,w shift in glob8.l power (which 
involyed Russ.ia i:tnd Cu.b::\ 1 s role in ngola) and not the questi9n· of 
f;outh.Africa's apartheid that Ghinfl w1:1s concerned about, and that was 
the abs.olute opposite of what the masses in motion were ·driving for ~.:. 
whether in China, in Portugal, in Africa, or in the U,S, · · · 

Our concentration on the Black dimension that year is what dic
tated the decision to start working out a new pamphlet on what we were 
then calling Black Voices -- which, oy 1978, turned out to be ;[_rantz 
Fanon, Soweto, and American Black Thought • 1976-77 _was also the year 
we es.tablished a new Chicago local, with special emphasis on that same 
B~ack dimension as well as on labor (manifested in the pamphlet on · 
the 1877 First General Strike) and on Women 1s Liberation (which we 
had tried to capture in Working Women for Freedom.), By the time 
all_ this was de:veloped anew in the actual Convention 'hesis, two short 
months later, and long before the new stage of South African revolt 
became .known worldwide as the Black .Jonsciousness I•iovement, it was 
cle!lrly.p;r:ojected in the very title of :r;>art I as "New Stage of Black 
Rev91utionary Consciousness; Precursor of Global Struggles· to Uproot.· 
this.•De_cadent, Crises-ridden, State·-:capitalist, Imperialist l~orld"; 

--~-:g Part !V,"Our _Tasks" were cl~arly.seen as "Creatiqn of a· , · 
~n1·.ulscmhic ·Nucleus that is not just an Organizational Task; but the 

. .,""'~-D,; . for Ongoing Revolutions_ and Revolutions7to-be•n ' :_ ·· .. · ·;: 

' . ! 

that could be accomplished· depended --'·and still'·_\qo,e_s~~ . 
hol9, tightly togetb,Elr, as ,a uni,t, phi],osopl!Y .C!n~ :;~vO-:' ) 

· and:' international,· objective :qnd subjective;:. ;· :': ··ooc·. > 
.-,;,.,,~_..,,..,.,., __ ,.., ~ ~~- ·;- --· - '··-- . . . -·~.... . . . .... ·; .. " .. -:. ;_ ~--~- -~ . ;;. ,;' . ; :. : !.::: "·. ;":.. ·:·.;·:-p.:-;:.1<~:-!7;~:·-~--~,-; """ .: .• "·'"-:·,;~~'# 

* * ; * : :~. . :·;,-::~~~L 
[{~~~~~~I~it~i~j~~~ we will want ·to concentrate· on·.-6iit':of: thes.eif> ._· .,, .. ,_., ... 
~f 'sc),.,c~a:_~lE_~-d, Drafts and,·, Thes_es, and exact1y;:~l_lat:ki!ld o_f}~·''·. ·•--·+'·'--'·' 

able to suggest, we will be workingout•later,this. 
hopefully, the new classes can begin'fncal1 th~-':I;<itl~~~~~
and end before Thanksgiving. R!lya has suggested tha,:t;:: ', . 

ginal. ''""- we were thinking about be expanded to six, and that 

~~~~~1!~1[~~;~;:~~-t~~:-~ a 
11

\'/hat" in its title: . What is Narxist-'Human,-cs? What is :~~raws and Letters Committees'! ·,What· 
of N&L as it responds to the objective situatfO,p 

;:~~1~:;~~i;~s1 !t:~h~~a:~t methodology? And a whole lecture on tpe··.or-
'i of "revolution in permanence" and JI§ili· as ·that,: 

intellectual that is able to practice ;theory:as ··_-;,;;e~ 
Above all, each one will have, as well, a concre;~-~S,·: 
actual activities and forcea of revolt we are .·:.-,.,.-:, 
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Theses are, They are not just a lot of facts and history, though 
there is plenty of that, too. They are the kind of politicaliza1;ion' 
that_ does· not separate the immediate questions from· the universal; 
the kind of analysis that. will. help the forward movement; the anaJy
sis- of new objective events that is not out merely to prove what· we· 
already know, but to .deepen and develop Harxiet-Humanisrn; the kind 
of analysis of the current period that will show us the method for' 
analyzing the events of the future. Above all, they are an expres
sion of the totality of our body of ideas. 

* 
Finally, back. to the beginning (in more ways than one), In ~he 

Perspectives we heard this morning we were shown the way the events 
in Cuba, in 1961 impelled the crf.lation of the '•/eek.ly Political Letter, 
which .based our fundamental stand against -the U ,S.- invasion in the 

· :ea,y of Pigs on the 'grounds of our 1960 Resolution on 11War and Peace~ 
That had been written after the U-2 spy plane incident had put an _end 
to the "grand ,illusion" that there would never be a nuclear war. But 
if yo~ go back _to the Archives. and read that 1960 Report, will 
find :t;hat what we ,quote there· was really the very same ·no•sl.-
tion•w.e)~ad enuncfe,ted as earlv as 1957. We were proud, we_ 
1960 that we didn'.t have to change .a single word of it, A ... _,.,;,,-

_,a-.: .. ·.,..· we -still :didn.•t, so 'fundamental was our stand• 
.was -~·.exll.c1;J · .~ht;>~e4ia,m~ paragraphs R,11ya· used in the_ con_clus,i · 

i:rrv:aeicin t?=f- 'Gre,nada, 1;h~f!- year -- in 1;}le. De.oern'tjer 
l .... _ ' - - .. '" ,• . -.. _. ...... - ~' 

---2p :y~ara later:;r':_ .. "lithotit~guotes .. 
'changed in· the decades· between, Rather.~·· 

., ..... _ ..... onship between working __ .out what is ·!liD! ·aa:•oh·\sjlo,:., 
same time that you are·rooted in,what you ha.ve:es·t.af;;.__,•::c 

.;:.;R'ft~ilif!'~~~~~c:-'l<l!l:t' ground ..;._ and .. the_, method". to, _wor~ it o1lt ::- _ .. , ... 
;,[(1:~~~:-,::c-::':i';: :.:JIJ~·s.w:tl,JL;:tl_e -projecting as· Marxist-,Hull)anism ~n the very,_ _ . · • 

nde~d, in our .•Perspectives and _Poli tical':Phgosop}li'c · 
year. · · · · 

'. 

,.,• ·. . ,., 

'· 
. r . • •-, 

. '-l:·*·~ 
. ~. i . . 

,• 
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mul"lr:[fili:ie"t'l!'l:r.;rtesis 'holds :for all 
:t:•r 'th.e. final, ~~ass ~- wh!o)1_ 

the 'classes but will e~braoe .~Ji_~~~· ~~~~~'kj;!~ff!J~'~~'jff 
appe·ar :o'ril.International women • s. Day, , .. ,.~~..,. 

::,;~:,'i:),lini!.YE!Velka.ya, the National Chairwoman of News 
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· and the author of the new book, will project this new work on the 
'Dialec'tics"'('):t··cnevolutioh in .person in Chicago, and on tape in the 

· oth~r. loc~i~·. The .. full .. title ~f. thi.s l~cture -- "A ~\arxis~-Humanist 
VIe:W·~o·f th'e Dialec1f:i,cei of ·Revolution and 'Women's Liberation" --

.. , .. : ~. r .. ;. . . ' ·. .·. ·.· : ~-. ·; . . . . . .. 
poJ.nts to' -the future in the pr.esen.t, . . . ~ . . I . 

· , · F'ar from the diaiectics of revplution being inhibited by 
a concentration on a single. subject-:- in. this case, Womeri's Libera
tio.rt as Reaf!on and ·as. revolutionary force--. we will see that the 
new .book goes to the .very root af what determines each a!1d all 

·forces of revolution as Reason, Indeed, it is precisely the totali
ty involved. in relating the dialectics of liberatio'n to any one m;: 
to all of the ·four forces of revolution today that demands that we 
all become.·:"practitiol'!ers" of the Absolute Method-- not only as we 
loo!D at past ·history, ·.1Ju!; as we .pract~ce it in otir daily lives .•.. 

'··. . : .. · Finaily, .altho~gh the .MeU:xist-Hum~nist Perspectives· Thesis 
for ) .. 984-85 is ·.liE!ted as· reading material only for the firs+, and -the 
last,lectures, it is this .. Thesis thai; is the ground from which we 
will .be .viewing all the These.s we will be .taking up in the entire 

' ·. cl.ass series. . . . . . . ' · . .' . . #..:. . -· ' . . " . 
.: .,., ·* .: -~-.... ;• . ·: " . : . . ' . . · ... 

r·~ 
. :.}~;;r~:·· :-:.··i :• ~--· .,. •. 

:· * 

' ~ . . · .. 
;, 

11f·~~:~~Ji~.~ ANEw?.· '.TH:E:.:BrnTH. oF .MARXIST-Htlri'..ANI,SM ;;;:r,;:~::;;;;:;,''::i':\~'':''.iJ":;!'~1:~<l'~ cif '!;h~' .::$t~te7,Capi 1;atist TMo.ry . 
Yo ' -' •' • "- • ' I' 

-..:.-:1.> .. ~i':·~: ··;·:·~:·-~ . _; -'·i· 

indicat.e .suggested, co.t:toentz:a,tion 
' . . . . • ' : I,~ '' . ' '. ' •' 

:~v• ... _.!,·- •. -·-,~~-; .,·,, 
'>iU•"oco··: ... ~:)~_~~;-.' ·.-::;:'• ,.· '•'• ;;.,, .. If'~ 

. _"'F'~·,\l''\.,'! ~- .. ,,. : '· ~·: •• ;, ;.; 
.. 

' .. _.1-', .. , . 
·::-, • ' _. f 

'·; 
' . ,• ', ') "·'.·: :·' ·. 
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IJt WJ:!Ai' IS NEW IN THE ANTI-WAR STRUGGLES? 'r!HAT IS NEIV IJ'i THE }<-eYtll 
· I"/'". SINO-SOVIET CONFI,IC1'? · S:::&. 

,J7~ ~"_Readings 1 . · 

~ \ i"'"War and Peace" (Draft Perspectives Resolution, July 1960, and 
· Report to Convention, Sept •. 1960 ) · 

"War and Revolution" (Pi:'af't Perspectives Thesis, July 1971 ) 

"In Place of' a Conclusion• Two Kinds of' Subjectivity",and Ch.l8, 
"Cultural Revolution or !l'iaoist Reaction?" (p:p. )26 - 4)6 from 
Marxism and Fr3edom, 1964 and-1221 editions) -~-

*"Mass Opposit-ion to Reaganomics and the Drive for Nuclear War" ~;;,. 
(Draft Perspectives, 1982-8) -- published in 1'/&:L, July 1982 ) ·~ 

. :~~~n~~~SCIOUSNESS AND. THE NEEDED AMERICAN REVOLUT.ION r 
"Philosophy and Revolution in Today's Global Freedom St-:'uggles" 
(Perspectives ··Repor.t, 1976-77 ) .. ·. .• ~- :. · . : 

. ·Revollititiri" (Perspectives Report, 1969'-70 ) 

~~¥n~off~~~~~~~~~~· (first edition 12£.1J.l!l,.1;~,s1;_ _. 
•E Raya Dunayevskaya,··J.98J-'')'--' 

~t¥·~:t~~v*~~1 

THE. rONG M.ARCH OF REVOLT• THE LONG MARCH OF PHilOSOPHY 
· Readings i . 

:-;.;;es:?-w--:c ,;Tdchy. and Tomorrow" (PerPpectives Report 1980-81 ) 

• .••. ~[*i~~~fi~nTe~~i~~~S~on Lebanon• "The UN Resolution crt· scatiori also on the Left"·; 
CA~~U:~-~ ·)The ·Test not only of the· .FLO but 

and "A · · 

~~~*~~t.P~~~~"fi~[f on "The Latin American Unfinished• .. -:,,:;·~ 
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THE(GI.OBAL ECONOMIC CRISES AND THE MISSING PHilOSOPHIC LINK 
Rea.dings 1 · ()\ . 

"Whez:~, Do- We Go From Here?" (Draft Perspectives _ _; first one :~ 
'printed···il'l N&L, August-se.pteinber 1.075 ) . ' 7 

' .I 
' 

. "The fwiar~ Centenary .Discloses :;the ·Need f-or the ~hilosophy ."of ~· · 
'Revolutl.on in Permanence• for Uprooting Reaganl.sm out to 1''.: .... · 

. Shackle· ;j;he :P.eople· with 'Mind-Forged Manacles' of. Ur.freedom" *' . 
. O?erspective:s, 1983-.84. ) ; · · · . · 

VI, 

*"The Missing Link" (Perspectives 19oB) .. ·-

A MARXIST-HUMANIST VIEW OF "THE DIALECTICS OF REVOLUTION AND 
WOMEN'S LIBERATION" 

Lectilre presented Jj~,. RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA as Summation of the · . · · 
and Projection of the new book scheduled for publica-

on International Women• s Day, 198.5. · 

include a brie:( ~eport 

lt[~}j~~~~~~S~~~::~;:~~~:::~~e~:~~pa: No~ebooks, 
. : .. r_··:·) J.:.: ... 

by I.<..Z.anklin Dmi triev. 

. . . ,. 
. . -. . ' . . ' . 

·at~-.'H:i:gh::·Tech•~,-- .:by .'Ro11-:Brolaneyer.;.: . :::::. 
'""'-''·· ....... ~ -i.. -_· ;~-:..:-~:J .. ~-.(_~ .. <--,·.:. .. :.s.:~ .. L-~ -~~ .. -~--: . __ . :.:~:~ ,_: __ . ~ · .... ~- · -.. _.f _____ .: -~·:-. ~:-n.~2."~-~ .• _·•, /5'JJ;': 

*** 
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News and Letters Committees invites you to a series of discussions on 

Marxist-Humanist Perspectives And 
The Dialectics Of Revolution .. 

Sunday, November U. at 3pm 

WHAT IS NEW IN THE ANTI
WAR STRUGGLES? IN THE 
SINO-SOVIET CONFLICT? 

Lecture by KEVIN A. BARRY, "Our Life and 
Times" columnist for News & Letters, author 
of "The 'Unknown' Marx • s capital, : The 
French Edition of 1872-75, 100 Years Later 

Supplemental report by Jane Marie Dignan, 
co-author of working Women for Freedom • 

• . ·. · Sunday, November 18 at 3pm 

···.~----THE--LONG MARCH OF 

REVOLT; THE LONG MARCH 
OF PHILOSOPHY 

Lecture by EUGENE WALKER, author of"Marx • s 
Revolutionary Journalism" and "Marx and 
Mari~tegui: Paths to Revoluticm in 3rd world" 

Supplemental reports by Diane Lee, Black 
feminist writer, and Terry Moon, "Women 
as Reason" columnist for News & Letters 

Place: News & Letters Library 
59 E. Van Buren, Rm. 707 

0 
Future: Women's L era 
volutlon, to be published by Humanitiea PreAs on Inter
nattona"L 'women's Day, 19BS. 


