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I. WORDS, As Ideology, i.g_.,ELL&E_QQHSCIOUSNEssZ
VE.

_WORDS'As Phil. of Liberation.

Let's go adventuring into what may sound like a
talk on linguistics --\ﬁﬁrds -= but, in fact, words SR

will reveal the fgT at contradic%io between false consciousness

-- Marx called it ideology -- and the practicality of the
philosophy of 1iberation, which discloses the Future

ipherent in the Present, In one case(;fﬁ/ 1deology.— =
' ;ﬁriting of historys in the other case, i& will

;ﬁﬁﬁééilﬁhqm;;béfgﬁipg effect of philosophy.

SRR _ to_discuss
~.. /This 'is an especially appropriate time oth-

' ' concepts, because I_can be concrete on' single

'”egi_l—-!!:the force of ks n referring to the latgat -f7g

'févenﬁiih‘New York's(Columbig™¥ +ve y -- the sit-in,

‘TTféabh-in and o&cupation of a bu ngl to protest U.S.

‘poiicy in South Africa, and to the liemonstratioh this paét e
yeek-hére, gt Northwestern University, to protest the

appearance of a leader of the gounter-revolutionary

 Contras.




/W’l a period when, instead of seeing those
eveal the existence of aSecqnd America,
movements from below,

erupting everywhere

{Rﬁ?ﬂm%smnismﬂ - tries to foist

ﬁA/ \ OgY erican people by calllng the
na mmf,g 3 likenin g;
S *freedom fighters" an ose-

B L/ | the Founding Fathers

A Y e A T S et 1

fieagan has dubbed the most destructive
weapon on earth -- the MX migsile -- the "Peacekeeper”.

@So false is that word-designation that iﬂay){sound like
6.

the Mad Hatter in Alice in Wonderland, who u# 4l woras
mean what I say they mean“'z: E%i; he's not a Mad Hatter,
. N ome [/ _

!

He is President of the most nuclear power on

-
Uppor
earth. What he's asking Corj'fgre g te *T'P‘__ and all of

us to th nk - ; attempt to overthrow a
legitimate foreign government, and to consider that the
equal of what the American colonists did when they Ml

i Jomisis 819 vhen they WA
fought for freedom frgfi Bri Nothj ould be furthe

‘ our
Eom _f_Ee fruths , What history shows )Ml
M is something

very different about words of freedom. Wi

el
o — . [ o
p—

It 1a true that our

CQ fight for freedom/was #&®o the first tueigl national
YL
revolution in the world -- Tt not a ¥£uéky| total|social




two revolutionary forces -- Black and women -=- were

'§i§;g§é§zf But, as the slave revolis showed, they were

’

iyavr

B ‘ : d The Liberator (1831} t' 

[ve, [ The wordd s my country”, SRR e

kﬁjﬁbQﬂCK?ag-picker from Boston,rbavid Walkey, in 1829 issued
this challenge to no one less important jhan President

Thomas Jefferson, who had bemoaned thﬂf unfortunate color"®

oTpage®. David Walker gﬁpealeds

'Aajg . ] _ )
M nbetween Abolitionism

and Karl Marx's first essay as he broke from capitaliat
“‘-

: ¢ .
gociety, It's to this we now turn

+
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II, TRUE U.S. HISTORYHAFFINITY T0 MARK'S

<g5$- HUMANIST ESSAYS
/‘—"-—-—_-—-_.L

o SRR

//J_,The rigse of Abolitionism, Black and white, created
not only a new dimension to theAMerican character, but showed

the affinity between American freedom fighters and that

! Lemnt of Thau\ght_ i ﬂfiﬂg\{g}gt_ion & Karl Mar
‘l lgt/ expression as new human relations in Marx's Humanist
Easays:  There he BRGNS articulated what he HMSENS meant
bj‘ra "new Humanism", It was agains'!: bgth capitalism,and

. b 4

2%l i;ieology of Hegelian idealism; o e was alsd opposed

to Feuerbachian materialism as if it were only a matter of

opposing materialism Eo ideal;?m. Inste m

‘J

sa Marx n from mere ree

volution in philosophy 'l:o philosophy of revolution, which

SR alone could createelations.

/ﬁ Marx MEINONENEE developed MEMX this affinity
between freedom thought in Europe and in the U,S, when

X% Abolitionism finally led to Civil War and he, at that
time, headed the First International, which came to the

defense of the North against the South wrthermare, the
Labo
trade union movemen‘h. i,e. the v ﬁahﬁﬁ%

orgmization.wwhich at one and the -

sane time, affiliated with the First tional and

disregarded capitalist laws inggfar as[{fomen|were con=-
cerned, welcoming them as
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\%/The pathe @@ Marx crossed both to the Abolitionists
and the American labor movement, as well as the struggle
not limited
for Women's Liberation, was/even with that range
to those historlc perlods,.4f It extended also, in the
very last decade of his life +to the sudden appearance

of what was consldered a new science, -- anthropology.

That is to say, the publication of Morgan's Ancient Society,
reveal | a new concept of primitive
communism as seen in the role of the Iroquois women

who had a graat deal more freedom in some respects than

modern women but in general to the communal form, MK

— T e 2L

e ——

;/L;?Phis doasn't maan that Marx's multilinear view l

of the development of human life wmeant accepting
im accept iL) __

Lunilinearism h:
primitive communism as Frederick Engels'ﬂy%

as Aif this meant a» modern classkss society, It did

mean that Marx was expanding his view of new human re-

lations, and uniting BANEMETNSRITINGNTIAMEIANINININNY -
‘ as created by J . -
what he saw in primitive communism with what/re¥ - L

in his time, ‘the Parix Commune, He had

singled out as the greatest achievement of the P.C. "its
own working existence.” That is to say, that the masses

themselves made all decisions -- economic, political, social, .

revolutionary. o
—

AXFurthermore. he related this new view of primitive

communism to what was preoccupying him in cap’italist‘
society -- the relationship between advanced and backward
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countries. As against his previous view that revolution
would come first in the advanced countries, he now stated
(in his letter to Zasulitch and nis letter to Mikhailovsky)
ag well as the 1882 Preface to the Russian edition of the
CM) that revolution could come first in a backward land.
The backward country hé referred to was Russia, That was
in the 18803, and that's why we consider his new momenté

in the 1880s to have pointed a trail to the 1980s,

ﬂlﬁy point here @R is that it was #% a non-Marxist
great anthropologist, Sir Raymond Firth, who saw that
Capital was not a mere economic work. Rather, he said

it was a dramatic history designed to involve its readers

in thegyents descrlbed:“\
® R , P

L —

n going .through these historic points.of affinity,

 'fh§'point‘is to show: 1) that while Marx opposed Hegelian

”_idealism as dealing only with words, he nevertheless recog-
:nized that in "negation of the negation® there was in fact |
a general revolutionary principle which is related to

the dual rhythmlof revolution -- overthrow of the old and

creation of the new. —
L

- ///ﬁgnnd 2) in every historiec period, Marx = fﬁi
_1ooked for a new coneretization of the force and Reaaon,i.g_: :

of revoluti%ﬂ Ang, fhat wagnever doited to any one
counxry. be it Russﬁa or France. s he singled. out that;

" to-human :_éec,«;/

)




-7

st

A
'a,‘— '

dl"[n commenting on Lubbock's analysis of the backwardness -
of the Ausiralian aborigines, Marx called the British anthro- |
pologist‘s "Hockheads"” and called the Autralian aborigine

(who argued with the British trying to teach them *eivilization")

DO  "the intelligent black."

wi

; y
%’Vtake another AEEEENM instanc en the North

seemed to be losing the Civil War and Marx declared that g/ne

Black regiment would do wonders against Southern nerves “--

that is, the war could not be fought as one for union be'tween

e

—
the states. bu_g_m be fought as a J:E}_r_g;gﬁ_,m}

Sm—— —-..._....._....—._---.-.——

et e e et £

. a'b "!-‘larx was comnenting on in hisg EN-- both on
Morgan s Ancient S ciety and 'l'.he British an‘t:hropoligical
stud_igs -- wWa t we would cons_ider the study of the
Third Wor ere is how Lafargaee described Marx when

' Marx returned from Algiers: "Marx came back with his heé.d

S full of Africans and Arabs,”

It is time »gw to turn to the 20th century, :E‘ocusing on .5:

what Marxist-Humanism in the U.S, did for our ppoch, be-

~ ginning in the 1950s.




HE | /THE MOVEMENT FROM PRACTICE THAT IS
! /;ITSELF A FORM OF THEORY"
L

rytapenr T SdA T

ity R s 5 Mea VY,

/"(Ii\:' .
i
j;.Let's begin the look at 1950 with eyes of 1985,

There (S HOW PAMPHLET ) we see the simultaneity
of the actual 1950 Miners' General Strikg and the Hegelian
oncretize
‘dialectic both as Lenin H it for his age in
d as I
the Philosophic Notebooks J wa en translating them at

the same time that I was active in that strike.

///ﬂ /; 1) It was the 1st Dattle of lapor against Automation
‘ . that
before the word was invented, e new stage of pro-

duction signified by the continuous miner,

_2) The force of labor in battling Automation showed '
. itself to be Reason, that is to say, it raised altogether
. new guestion when it demanded “"Whet kind of labor should

man do?" And "Why should there be such a gulf between
tﬁinking and doing?" '

"fffnzz?'3)~30th the Black dimension that has been a vanguard’
forc\_ throyghout freedom struggles in the U,S, OSSN

2 new aspect of the Black dimenSion that would echo_”fﬁ"

e throughout the land in the Black Revolution,

4) Though the women were not in the mines then.

W the manner of their unique

. . participation on the picket lines m

ticipated T
omething msltogether new about l.![ self—organi- :

Melln,

erinitely when the minara asked
. ahould man do?"

e ST

“What kind of lhbor'
this was a question directed not only at

1abor in the min :
T elh and factory labor but at all,activity!

i

th t 8
a separated thinking from doing.




What became a reality after 1950 was what we started
to ¢all "the movement from pracficd.that is itself a form

of theory". Here is why: 4

/&What the great poet William Black called "mind-forged
manacles®™ is what they were breaking. They made imperative
faoing the saecificity of the age, its maturity.

— “@JW Seserlb ) pelensg 2. 2ot B i

71’ No event of the 1950
' ) 8 was more exciting and grofound

than the emergence of a Third World, first of all in Africa.fy%ﬂhazs
et ue\*p/use % the question posed by the Yyouth
p of the 19508, which involved the whole concept of the future

in the present. When the youth were called "the beat

.generation" just because they refused to accept the world

M of their parents, a world they did not make, the question
.- concerned a great deal more than any one single force of ' |

"~ revolution, o

Q:HL!Pen your school gives you a diplona;ﬂ

- et S

e;end layl the future belongs to you they mean no more than

| that=you are young and will live beyond them. | Take the
specific question of the FSM when it arose in 1964, Both
in'the:19503 when they were called the "beat generation®
because they didn't accept the world they did not make and

| fthe Free Speech Movement|that had been inspired by the - |
rising Black Revolution of the 19603, and meant lliillli.ll[fﬁff

elicitin the volces of th
nt min Free Speech for oppoaing forces.);_a

R 4 | ! not onl* /- N
-zCnntrast this/to what Réagan is doing now in a foreign landf;

where he tries to degrade it to counter-revolution, but

50 ' 5 medta o) cfaw




ff In the last week,
there was the appearance of the oEcppati of a building
at Columbia University to protest investment in South Africa
and to demand freedom for that Black joritx/thetr B own
land which has been occupied by the whites for the past 200
years, Here internationalism showed itself on a much higher
stlage than when the 1lst FSM arose and they were just asking
for freedom for Blacls in South USA, Yet the write-up in
the NYT was 95 % devoted to how WiSENRX unlike the

ocoupation of 1968 was this present occupation, And the

Chicago Triburme writing up the speech of the CONm leader
“_jheld in some little church, where he compared that meeting
“l.j':--_to the one at. NWU where "a bunch of Communists just like the

hSandinistas Jglly are fighting in N;caragua" prevented hi.n g -

- from spe'.' ing?ﬂ

: ﬁ; One more word on Youth. not jus't as age, but as an
integral part of the relationship of philosophy to revolution.”-?"

I was, of course, younger in 1964 than now. But I was not
E exactly under 30. I was, however.m active in the FSM
and at midnight one night 100 of us went to the prison from
" which Mario Savio was to be released at 12:01. We then rode- ~
‘.into the hills where I gave a presentati on “W '
to Hegel" Theory of Alienation,/#In a word, it wasn"-‘f

only age, but a phi.losophy of new human relations.ﬁ?he futur
‘ta;




,,f‘(1FDAt-£he-end of the finazl part, where he analyzes
"the law of motion of capitalism" he did, in general,
disclose not only capitalism's collapse but the creation
of.the new human relations, which he defindd as "Human power

is its own end," But it is only after Morgan's study of

Ancient Sccliety that he projected that revolution could
first erupt in "backward countries.” I+t is this presence
of the future that we need fo concretize for our age,
Marxist-Humanism set about the task of tracing through

all 4 forces as Reason, which we designeted as Lahor,

Black, Women, Youth, It is this which accounts for the

 Bifth of M-Hhmanism in the U.S,

e Lt e ¥t s en s maay

‘Mm‘“ﬂ-.—-ﬂ‘

s, P M = R A oyt .
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UNCHENINGQ\THE DIALECTI THE DIALECTICS OF REVOLUTION

IN THE zoé@ CENTURY

any; the 1917 Russian Revolution and its international

impact, as both it and the beheaded 1919 German Revolution
' touched America MESRESSRSHEEESPY  were my. points of
departure for concentrating on our own era in all 3 of

my major theoretical works --M in 19573 P&R in 19733
w in 1983 . Those i cades became “

pivotal, the point was to trace all the revolutions  as wm




S -1+~

revolution
—— the industrial; the political, like the American and

Frendﬁm Revolutions; as well as the intellectual revolutions

signfied by the revolution in philosophy that Hegel had

1"‘ Chr: ) 1Reep i el
created. héré we® one other SESERW new moment raflected

M&F -= from 1 6 Until Tod
in ond that 18 that I HEMERERg” did not accord

ORGANIZATION = separate part, but called the whole period
of 1889 to 1914 (the period of the Second International under

the domination of the German Social Democracy) YAn

Organizational Ipterlude”.

.W‘ . N TS,

ﬁust as the Black revolution in the 19605 was our

impulse to write the full history of the U. S. in ACOT, \
B _7 80 'the failure of the 1960 revolts in 1968, was our
""-'-"impulse for ‘completing the new study we called hiloseghz

ggd .--Revo],utipn .

et

) was the return to mthe Hegelia.n dialectic, in a.nd
- for itself; that ig to say, tracing the dialectie throggh

‘_:._his major philosophic works where what bec%s central 't:o ou.r.

a. new beginning, that 1lst has to be worked out. by each

generation of Marxists .

t
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You'll note,if you read P&R, that FNENEERNENERNEMY
MRERNNEEEERY what follows from Chapter on "AI as New
- Begifining” is not the immediate analysis of the new passions

ard new forces in this era; this will 1lst be done in the

final chapter, Instead, I felt it necessary to go into the

world ramifications and thus the world Humanist concepts,

Thus; I Fraced jt through what happened in the actual
revolutions in East Europe and in Afriea. In Sann .f these
far-removed placefl, a mass movement from below had actually
brought back onto the current historic stage Marx's Humanism,

In East Europe it was the Humanist Essays themselves. In

'Africa it was the great Frantz Fanon who identified his

-concatt as "a new Humanism. (jqﬂ% a*+0V'4%%*4L'Z”1f D}dﬂafii'['

Q «ng@"v»}ﬁemgw’wwam{? | ﬂ

- What was new in my 3rd work was both Rosa . o
'Luxemburg and her unknown feminist dimension as wall as the

'ftotality of her as a revolutionary; and the reconsideration

: f Mart's development from a critique of Hegel to the: theorist ‘
- .of "revolution in permanence”. It ig this which led to. thei ‘
f  new category of "post-Marx Marxists,” beginning with En591=3;3

‘}}summarize all ©

Labor Archives in Detroits

AR AT L W Y L
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’[All the aborted revolutions of our era are the compulsive

. cannot
force to make us realize that y"""'ou’ get there MEK from
here if it is limited to mere activism and by activiasm

you mean only physical activity, instead of the hard labor

thinkin
or thinking. Andﬁﬁard 1gbor, which is why Hegel called

it "the labor, the patience, the suffering, the aer_iousnesa

ot

of the negative. _,/p ﬂ
/{

//’/fjiihethéfczgu%ake Cofumbia U, 1968 or Partles=" J/

May 1968 , it is clear that the rejection of a,nyo e er:3

. AP ST et g g e e = e me

did not bring either DeGaulle to his knees, the Days
of Rage didn't savejus from a Nixon. The missing element

| of 'p.hilosophy g_haigg ebsc\_u:-e what could have been learned

B from thosa defeats. ;}T“}enin learned from the defeat of the :
Second I“tema’cional in WWI, What did transform the imperialist

w W?Lj.n;to the Russian Revolution was that with Lenin'

ot that that, in turn,
could be transformed’ into its opposite by a Stalin was

_‘:'.tinuation or capitalmm on a world scale ag well as Lenin'l

' own failure to work o6ut Marx's revolution in peruanenoe N

?tia, 4w&vﬁ' a4-1€azikb¢ztjpev;n//?zﬁ’
15“714chmweéa4u¢qy




have very little time left, I MAEDMREIN
wish at leaST to give you an indication of what is new
in my forthcoming book -- Women's Liberation and the

Diglectics of Revolutions Reaching for the Future.

The Introduction to the work. which is also the Overview,
range
precisely because it hﬂll‘pl‘g over a{ 35/ year pericd,

reveals when an Idea is just in embryo and when the fight

for freedom becomes concrete both in actuality and in
philosophy. Thus, the central point of - the[::ﬂ book

is to show that even if you take onlyté;; of thg_&_fgfgéa as
_Reason as well as force of revolution, the DIALECTICS OF REVO«

LUTION will emerge when you seriously consider it over a

CIearly, 1t :
compels no upituwtion to
or t0 scientiam. ‘That becomas an
n for our nuelear world Here is how I

#érv oW

wUA N




June 21, 1985

Dear Gary:

Ever since we received the inquiry from Chio from the

‘man who found your note in the library book there, I have been
thinking of your creativity and how it is needed at this specific
. perlod for the Plenum, espeocimlly the Youth and especially the

. region we eall Appalachia. Long before you yourself were born,
Appalachia meant not only the deepest layers of the proletariat,
‘but the whole ooncept I had developed in 1950 about a revolutlionsry
forcoe being also Reason, At this moment, the question of both
that reglion and your Youth, who are at some stage of development
moving on divestment in South Afrioa <« I mean, the youth movement
of courge, not you individually as a youth -- have aroused all
gorts of brainatorms in me. I will not tell you all of them, but
I 4o want to urge you to develop a serious article, not at all
limited to your experiences, but rather, theoretical. _

I'm sure yocu have recogniged that ever since March 21 and

‘the last REB shows you that I have moved that back to Dec, 30, 1984, I

I feel that Marxigt-Humanism is something more than just any
philosophy of liberation, something that everyone who is already ‘
. comitted.in one wuy or anothcr in freedom strugglea would. really '
- wish o lmow. hie Considering:hew. you.ssem: tc-takswa-
80" oroativaly # Y eotioa. don't you think tha /'daspite all @
“the: pragmatisa ‘that is dyummed :into us in-school,” at business,
:An;the medim, indeed in 211 of American history, in a world the . . " .
“Youth do ‘not congider their own 7’the Youth involved in these” new e

. stiuggles woitld want to kiow about what .we call “pagsion for

':«;philouophy of revolution?" 1 Teel very sirongly that it takeswgyﬁa
© - one who -speaks their language, who: feels their uncommunicated o

‘hunger for philoaophy. to reach those youth -- and that-you = = .

oould: do it.)) That's what.I feel, and. that's why I'm: aaking you..

S plclue develop ‘& discussion-article that would take off from

fﬁj;ybur ‘oW goelings and, experiences in discovering usi.

F."'¥ zMLst,notknow what you think and whether you would give
our's el ‘a:dépdline no later than the end of July, and whether
U would wish the article in the Youth bulletin or -in the
Aeral discuusion bulletin, You.will have noted from the REB
ninYtes . that prg;;minary reports by the Youth are schaduled for
9 “and- t N&t 7 the Youth in Chicago are being invited to the
5 ‘Olga’s organiszational report. - I intend to
“each one-sepArately in Chicago, and I know .
en’'Gene will be present on the 10th of July. ‘and “that "
; youth will meet with him bafore they make their. report
g "and of course, meanwhile, he is .inv, ted to tho July 10
: whore i presont my draft for the Perapeotives. B

S -3. It seens to me that either gge or sickness or somothipg
: Hs been dogging me ‘ever simce I first met you and ocouldn't "

;'hspeak. but I am looking forward to the Plenum and I'm tnkins‘thr

“:~Z¢ranted that you will be here for the August 30 pre-Plenum Youth . .

... Conferance, and thet I may have a chance to speak w youh!gpn you
“‘are .here. . Yoursa. e E
‘ ) :

15\




\ July 29, 1985

Dear Gary (with copies to Felix Martin and Peter) --

We are hurrying this letter to you bscauss we have jJust heard
of your phmuh trip to Kentucky immediately after the Flenum, and we
wotld like to take advantage of that opportunity to lay some ground for
a very kew kind of trip, snd a very new coslinktion of tarxist-Humtniste
to make it, that we had in mind for next Spring. lexs is what we were
thinking of the minute we got the review of the 1949-50 pamphlet in

~Appalachisy Hotes, which,short as it was, pald spaoial attention to the
Marxigt-Husanisty Archives, and vwhich was connected somehow to the Uni\m:ll.ty '
of Kentucky: first, our view of Appalschia as directly in the sights of
-H-Higa expanded to not only Ilut Virginia, where we have alwvays consldered
, nbldmts. huttoxontuokynml: and secemd, why not & most unusual
, euabinltion to see what we could establish there, that could include F.ll.x :
" 88 experienced lator dleenSion with many contacts there, Cary as crvative.
}“;mh dumm ) with m.v oonheta tben. and Olga as eo-muonu

ﬂWa Iud hm. 20, tnkt admhso of such trip, ve uould havc to
* 4o Goneldsyshle mmun work, trying to get an actual -ut!.na (u:
mt!.nn) .m. 1Y three could psrticipate. A meeting for Olge to spesk
umuyonmmbook (aud the Archives) uonldoerulnlyumom
ror aun m of donlopunts. 12 we ooum nlns it. Vhom conla. v mt

m this tamsdiate trip he has contng up?  You ma nw tui




