MINUTES OF REB MEETING, APRIL 29, l985
Present: All but Olga on assidfment; Jane as sitter-in

Agenda: I, On Projecting what will be happening between now. and-July 1
~=- the Plenum and "the new book»-- based on what hag' happened-
in thé past 3 weeks in our organization and in the object-.
ive situation, especially Reagan's trip- tb Germany <
II.. Deadlines and content of N&L between now and Plenum * -

ITI. GSW _
I.Raya said.that the new mass ‘activity of the youth on the whole. front
of South Africa disinvestment, and which is now covering much of the
nation, is not the only thing that has arisen in these ‘three weeks since
last we met. The new youth activity is not only international, but
nowdays Marxist-Humanism is getting a hearing whether in the mass au-
dience that Raya had'gotten both ih Detroit where Labok Archives was
the sponsor, or here in. Chicago at UIC where Daveé had to work withogt
the help'of academia, or in the case of Eugene and Franklin. speaking’
on Marx's Revolutionary World Viewat Roosevelt U.. The ‘importance’ of
UIC is ‘not alone the attendance of 120, but:-the fact that‘Women’s .:- -
Studies for the first time brought its class. This brings us to the
second new event: of these|three weeks,. and that is the ivitation ‘that
Neda received from Women's Studies International: Forum .to write up:
the Detroit Axrchives events as well as a review of RD's" works, especial-
ly the .new fourth book. It is a journal which is..published:in.England

1

(' and has outlets: in-Australia, Crnada.ss well as the U/S." ‘Third, we"

- have: also had-the. two-way road between.the Center and-the locals in -
Eugene's trip to:New York, in Peter's writing of leads for N&L- and -

in the REP asking Kevin to work with the NY local which will become -
central once the new book is published. He will be ii NY from ‘
July 20 to August 10. But what.is quintessential on this:'two-way réad 1.
-now is Olga's. trip to the West Coast and Utah. Wé ‘will -get'her report -

' at the next REB and we will then’ further discuss the whole question of

the relationship.0£.Canter to local and local to Center between now ‘and
the issuance of Plenum Call July 1.

e . What has happened in the “last three
. weeks, and what is of the essence for us as we prepare for the Pleérnum.
'Call and -the/appearance of the 4th book, has to be put in the 'conteéxt
+ of the objective.situation, even as the reports of youth, W&, Chicago.
and the NY trips of Eugene and Kevin, “cannot .be considered outside: of:
the direct:relationship to: the -objective situatibn. - Specifically that
objective witnationr concerns Reagan'sdecision to vist the West. German

- .Bitburg cemetery.where 'storm troopers are buried.’ (What- Raya ‘reported .

 here is de¢veloped further in the Letter of the week.) Here what is'

. -important are the two new features we are projecting -- my decision to

et

" write the next /i/p column on the 30th anniversary of ‘thé founding of

'N&L, and Eugene 's:volunteering to have a article on 10 years of

. ‘Perspetives 1975-1985, including excerpts, ready by the time of the
“/Plenum, -In the case of my projected T/P column, -I began studying,

... literally rereading, all the issues of N&L "{I've gotten up to 1970) snd,‘:

. 'what struck me from 10-64 N&l was my analysis of: the fiearly simultaneous-

A
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occure nce of two worldevents -~ China'‘s fmrgt atomlc eAp1051on and
" the fall. of Khruschev. :What none but myself brougt out at that time
was: thati though. these events were certainly ‘the pivot for a possible
new-world ' shiftin global power, what was equally essential was the
Khruschev.projected trip. to West ‘Germany amranged at a time when

none were ready to "forget" the Nazis and Ww II.'

{

“What we" face today —=
and this is why our Archives and the view of the development of 30
- yesrsg- of 'N&L.i8 :important: -~ is to know how.to grasp our development
of Ahsolute:Methed.both- fipr.the objective:and. subjective gituation.®
I want the-various reports. to have this framework in mind, and to .
think of.the July 1 Call for the Convention. Take John's Archives -
which. we spoke about:at the last REB and which.I am turning over to
Terry- to stencil:for -the other locals. It is'not only that the. . -
Introductory Note aroused. my special.interest, but the fact that: there i
there. is. onk|great ommission-in my- own Archives and-that is-the-1930s.
outeide:of my béing,withaand then .breaking.with Trotsky, the:30s
don't seem'tp. exist.- This is becduse we.operated on the principle *:
that we gould not put:in any of-my activity for the exhibit’ tnless
we could-documernit it. But in fact there were many mass worxker
strikes_from. Tokedo AutoLite to.the S.F. General: strlke that I ‘was
~ a: participant iflz The.oniy thing is. that I was-just’'a rank-and-filer
;and therefgre:nd records .remain of what I was doing., Yet it" is .
~preciagly the whole.:.decade 'of the 1930s that is so present.in John's (
-. ... hrghives, .as youth.who ran away .from home during the Depression; ‘
“participant in CI0 organizing,  then as an SP member and with the
outbreak of .the'.Spanish’Revolution. choosingto break 'with the 'sp '
~ and entered Trotskylsm. All of this is why I want-the comrades to
‘;ubegin ‘reading ,up.on.what-happened in the periocd of ‘the Depression
'.whenra new .generation of-revolutionaries developed, bit ones who:
did  not turn ‘to theory as.a total-philosophy. It was only WW II ks
.that brought the'GI homﬁ to develop - the state-capltalist theory. '
L . ‘Kmong
.. points that I found-in reaé’ﬁ&L that I cannot go into nov was a "
' rgvelatiqn even to me,. though I am-"sure that I was:instrumental in”
_'creating that. category-of women as force of revolution, and that is
_ the, fact that Angela Terrano became CD's Asgociaté” "Editor ‘orice e
' WBA was_publiahed with her- dissent on automation.' In thoge early - ;ﬂ
1 years.we.singled out all the forces-of ‘revolution, from youth who = '
.expressed.the whole in the -objective situation whéther in the’ firsg
. ‘youth - oolumn by Robert Ellery, or.that by Eugene WaIker, ‘or the
‘woman who didn t originally want to. appear on the women's page -- -
Jerry Kegg and Angela;Terrano -- but .appeared on the labor page.'
The most exciting of all es more than remembrance of things past °
‘was Ethpl Dunbar's column which was first entitled (think how much
- later Jessie Jackson said-it) "We Are Somebody*. " One more thing" I
+ wish to. .add from my readings in N&L and that’ is the uniqueness of
‘,youth no matter. .which class they come - from,’ 80O’ long as they" them—
.. salves. are notaqxploiters. The ‘particular heré is that the: ‘Jouth -

. ware the first in the 19608 to sense and report on women as a new
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force confronting male opposition within the Left. Two 'young’ men
writers Were our reporters, Bernaxd, who was briefly a youth
columnist (we had won him while he was in high school,” though he
,waa by this time a freshman in college) described a joint CP=-Black
Panther United Front meeting at which Herbert Aptheker epoke.endleae-
ly and at which he'was booed’ by women who ‘wanted their speaking
time. At thls pornt a Black Panther leader called them ultrafeministe
,and even plgs. Bernard wrote of thie in the pages, of N&L. A
further devebpent of 'the’ analysis on’ the Pantheré ,and women ‘was by
Eugene who by then called the women's opposrtion a movement. “(Even
‘today the work ' Eugene did with the Marxist-Humanist at UCLA 1s
bearing fruit with a Yyouth Olga met in her Bay Ares trip.).
was, only afte’r these two anticrpatlons of WL as movement that
we had Terry 8 report (she was not yet. then a member) from Atlantzc
City demonstrations againet the beauty peagant Then came the
appearance of Women"'s Liberat.xon-r We Speak ‘in Many Vo;ces and
nnne 8, writing 1eads for N&L. .
. T _e In a wor d _1ve must’ never forget
that the Absolute Method'’ is’ the real challenge that everyone of us
needs 80 that the 1ndiv1dua1 reporters of an actLV1ty can concretlze
%he;r reports by putting’them 1n the context of our. Marx;st-Humaniet

erspect:ves. o o e . . .

EAEA )
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Dear Friends,

Reagan's decision to vzst the Bitburg temetery. disregaxd-
lng the fact that some, Na71 ss offrcers are: buried there, is eéverything
the opposition says ‘against him -~ from the remembrance of the Holocaust,
to his disregard of American’ vets and ‘averyone else who participated 'in
WW II and the struggles .against fascism. It is an idiotic gesture.  But
it is also very typical of nuclear.big power policy fighting for, world
domination./<A1l-Reagan can-aee ‘ig bheiaatAWest relatlohshmp | Allsvin
other matters be it Nazrsm,ror ‘El Salvador, or Nlcaragua, are subsumed
under it. It .is true of" qourse that the .other behemoth Russia’, "is also
desiring world domination. .. It is not true that Russia, is present every-
where, from South Africa to Nlcaragua, where a genuine mass movement .
is flghting the. spec1f1c domlnant power.

Reagan's present trlp to Weat
Germany has.its parallel in Khruschev s 1964 prcjected trrp to West '
Germany. It is this which helped brlng about his downfall which carie
nearly! ‘simultaneously w1th.ch1nabs first A-bomb explo sion. " That
possxble shift in global .power was’ ‘seen by 211. What 'ndne: but Marxist-
Humanism. saw, was the fall's relatlon to.Germany. - (I am referrrng ‘to
my Oct: 1964 gnalysis 'in N&L} Rulers drsregard the past in .seeing only
theix. resent rmperlallst ambitidns. ', Ordinany people s remémbrance of
-thlngs past is pot only a memory ‘of Nazi atrocities, .but raises the -
s ﬁiqeustion as to when the past beconie's géomething very real. “When" in
. the case, of Khruschev s fall ls,because Russia still had revolutlon—'
-aries-who remembered a very,. .very. dlfferent reason for Germany being the
~ Xkey.to ‘the .international srtuatlon. Germany as the key arose:with the:
'-‘successful 1917 Russian. Revolutron.' It.'is. then that Lenin ‘called :for .
the ‘German Revolution and said that without-it, backward Russxa would
. be, forced-to return to capitalism.instead of being: the first of a
"1series of revolutiéns leadlng to the world' revolutlon.u Rosa Luxembnrg '
’was precrsely 1nterested An ‘that and®aiméd for it in the {919, ‘German
. “Revolution. {Whenh she and ,the German revolutlon ‘ware. beheaded by ‘those
~quredecessors of fascism ~= the Frelkorps -- the.rulers, and that -if-. .
cluded- the social" democracy, no doubt thought that what they were

- greating.was. capltallst "democratic". rule. What they really 1a1d the
. ground for was idsclsm, Navrsm. ) :

: Brezhnev was 6f coursé smart enough to
take advantage of Khruachev"s pr0poeed W.. German trip to accuse | im ..
© _ of hairbrained’ schemes; P use that personal designatlon as the
rgreagon for his downfall.. today Reagan thinks that he "as: the’ "great
: '_communicator“ can cieéate the feat of making.. counter—revblut;on sound’
h*like revolution, and that therefore: most of the’ opposition to his German
- trip will evaporate, he-hot only has no conception of history, but of
what living memory is, when it 18 Reason, , “ - -
' .+ When is decisive heeauje it is-
_ the specificity of hxstor;c trme, and our, " historic time represents the
_maturity of an age where the forces of revolution as Reason have trans- <
formed every question, including culture.. It .is here when memory: .
~underlines the "roblem of vour own day. It is this concept of reason,.
of making a choice for which side you will be on, which has a relation-
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to
ship to Marxist-Numanism's immediate tasks on what/do between now and

the July 1 Ccall for the Plenum. o
: Let me put it another way. My decision

to have my T/P next issue devoted te the 30-year existence of N&lL had
me reading N&L from its beginning. The, Oct.. 1964 analysis of

Khruschev's. ~ downfall showed.me the 1mportance .of our analyses, e¥fpecial-

- ly nur Perspectives over the years, as we responded to the objective
srtuathn that developed This becnnes alive and imperative for thlS:
vear's concretization of Absolute Method because these Perspectlves,_
are-both the ground for our COHtlﬂUlty with the past and a.way of
giving us a view of.the future. Eugene has volunteared to excerpt
Perspectives oversa ten-year period (1975-85) and have them ready for
the Plenum. ..
At the REB I preserited the 30 years of N&L and the 10
years of Perspectives as the context for the individual reports that
were to follow, reports that. emerged out of the new stage begun both
by. the March 21 lecture and continued in the Chicago dlalectlcs of
revolution talk of april 18, and which .now merge into the new activi-
ties-on the. part of youth in the divestment movement on the‘campus.
: .As.

gyou w111 see from those mlnutes, the whole questlon of how my Archlves

L

| relate .to those .of John (the.l930s being missing from mine.and.very. A
much present in John s) .is an important one and it is for that reason

that we are enc1051ng the. Introductory Note of his archlves along w1th

-this letter. .., . -:- .
. ~... . -Finally, 4in readlng the concrete reports on Youth WL and

campus follow-through in the minutes, the key point for all these re—fx”“ o

ports as well as the new.4th book _is the concept of . -Dialectics of

Revolution. . Though the 4th bock concentrates. on women, what is pre-

sent in all parts of the book is dialectics of revolution, and by.

~ dialectics of revolution I mean philosophy of revolution as integral

. to.the.agfual.revolution,. It is when you, -disregard.revolution, as

._the present Women's Liberation Movement does,. that there. is this- .
missing ‘link, But even when you have revolution -~ and Rosa- Luxemburg

was a revolutionary in every sense of the word -- but you miss:that-

'llnk,of philosqphy. then your dialectics is only half way. .It is this

‘which makes Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of- Revolution rele-
‘vant not only, t0 women, but to youth, to Black, to labor., That is to.

-say,. the inclusion of four forces of revolutlon is pot a quantitative
Lmeasure, nor does it rest only on a qualitative dlsglnctagn, but .

. -when ‘those forces of revolution are-together with dialectics of
revolution, philosophy of. revolutlon. then it is tha actual solution
;to the great contradiction . in any class society.

the May 16  deadline for.the June issue.

r.

Please -obey rigcrouslﬁ;'";




