iE° MEETING OF SEPTEMEZR 30, 1985,

Agenda: 1I,Trips ~-- Past and Future; II. 'ovember N&L and two pam-
~ 'phlets inh January; III., Ongoing Communications; 1V, G&

II.Mext. Issue of M&L

1, The 1970s and 81s restiroupective and the new pamphlet:

Raya said that the 30 Year Retrospective, the second part of which
will appear in the November issue of iiel, will end as we reach the
1980s but not include those years; ‘the readers will be tnld that
the 19808 will be included along with these two parts in a new pam--
phlet in January, The reéasen that I am going to deal only with the
19705 has nothing to do with how long it is, but deals with three
- roints,. That reagon is directly related to the fact that this Year
all revolves around: the perspective of a bi-weekly next year., The 1
- read to a bi-weekly must not remain a slogan, It is of the essence -

1.« philosophy, for journalism, and for projection of the whele cof
VrxisteHumanism, Take the first point of the three I referred to;-.
céquires making' . a category: of the fact that became ‘so’cruciai“in
o the 19708 -~ that the readers of News & Letters did nnt really know - -

‘172 whole of Marxist-Humanism, It is true that we have tried to
Piactice our principle of no diTference between inside and cutside..

qﬁ7YItjis,tiué'that we have no internal bulletins, that is to say, any-z"”r

‘°;bhelcan‘buy,any bulletin, all of which are- openly advertised in N&Li,

]
'

Frirted dlé%kibuted.free == of our bulletins is considerably . _
- mwaller’ than the readership of our paper., It was expressed by us-
Ciienever the objective situation demdnded it when we began publishg _

o Ingyin addition to the monthly pape¥; a) VPLs and PPL3; b) Per-

- spectives; ) Discussion Bulletins, iBut it was 1975 before we pub-
- lished the Draft Perspectives, in full, in N&l itself.
P : - ' ' The second
.pcint is that not only did our PPLs not get the same readership,

but. the .whole question of the brocess of working cn a book, -long be-
. Yora it is ever published, was not reflected in the paper. Indeed,
;EI;firs¢'fQund-that I had left out from the 1960s retrospective what
- I found in the Archives -~ the letters from 1967, long before the
: Blapk/kedhccnference, which show the process of .working on P&R, In-
deed, to'make the roint stronger, the truth is that way back in
1960-in my letter to Marcuse, I had broached the whole question of
iAbsolute.Idea and lts relationship to the cnlonial revolutions that
“were-sweeping the Third Worid. '

I”Itfié'nb rirye that the readership -- 23 against the rifrbep = N&Ls fh‘

i e - _ _ The third point is the Archives them- - -
-:3elves that likéwise have to become part eof the retrospective, P
~other, than. just. mentioning them, For example, as averyone knows,the

.March-21 lecture in Detroit at VSU resulted in my telling steries




“under what I would call "duress" -- i,e, Dr, Mason's insistence that
I had to include some personal events -- but which actually brought
“tolight, in retros eg' how alive and relevant was 1917. It was

-the Russian Revolutic A¥d its ifumanist influence on me as I instine-,
tively without knowing such a category was always searching for new
forces of revolution, on labor,on Black dimension, on Youth, and how
to fight under the whip of counter-revolution, whicsh then was in the
ferm of the Palmer Raids., ' : . '

: It is all of this that made it imperative
for me to separate the 1970s from the 16803, to leave the 1980s for
the pamphlet itself, because -~ and I stress that word, because --
it actually so unites philosophy and :journalism and the need there-
fore:for the minimum of a bi-weekly that, unless this infuses all of
us, in growth of membership, in making this year what will prove the
need for the bi-weekly, we will not succeed in realizing it next

year.

S ‘ Finally, Raya reported two meetings she had had with

"Lou on the new Introducti~a to the Frantz Fanen pramphlet, Lou .
“felt that the Appemdix shsuld not e left only %o the Africanand -
- Caribbean writers an-Negritude, but that we sheuld repreducc the . -
“PPL on"Granada, Raya reperted.alsc a latter frem Nichelle deserib-
‘ing'a meeting Michelle had attended where Robt, Hill had made.a . . -

preaéntation en reggae-music, as if that were the Black dimensien.

“"Raya ‘felt it gave us a thance to have a fretnote on CLRJ, if wa
“includad the Grenada PPL, RD and Lou will meet to work ocut the .
detual draft of the Introductien, tn be sent to John Alan,

9, 10, and 11,
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