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The maxx Black mass outpourings for the Jesse Jackson candidacy
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South Africun—style shantytownse constructed by the homeless and then
térh down the city in Los Angeles, the escalation of racist attacks
oq Blacks in Chicago because their is a Black mayor, the conditionsg
of FThird World hunger both North and South, and the crisis in eduyca-
tion,_unemp oyment an& Bocial justice facing Black

R a separate world from the 8pring protestg éround the
struggle in South Africa. And ag radicals bemoaned the fact thaf it
ﬁaa South Africa, not Central American support, thch was eliciting
this new aMpawL radicalism,‘new divigions surfaced in the rhu Soutﬂ

Afpiéan Btruggle itgelf.
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What discloses at one xk and the same time the maturity of the Bla &
mass movement in South Africa and the sericusness of tx 1its challenge
to apartheid is seen first by tﬁe fect that the newly emergene trade
Rl 2 by,
unions and the community organizations hawemqgi—bscm drawn into the
factiopal fighting. Secondly, the ﬂnthaxxngiunx degree to which the
Botha regime has bent to internal and external pressyre of the anti-
. apartheid struggle is evident in its attitude‘;;;?;elson Mandela, the
acknowledged leader of the Azania freedom struggle.
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age brought forth.

It is thev%hparablitiy of the last two quesitons whkich relates
hlxhxtl the Black dimension to the Caribbean at this moment and which
zR impel 8 X¥ retroppective look at the moment when they arose con-
cretely in Marxist- ~Humanism, 1, e., when we had a X physicallorgani-
‘zqtional Presence in Africa in the early 1960s.

Take xthm what has become very familiar to us on the question of
fhe African revolutions, i.e., the fact that Fanon singled out 1itgs
greatest contribution to be a "new humanism". Angd though both Senghor
and Toure had also projected that as the basig of African aocialism,

1t was only Fanon who concretized that! meaning the mass movement and
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etates that UWe considered the African trip an indispensable requ;s;tefq
for the new book dealing with the political maturity of the masaes - (
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could not say where theory left off and practilce beganF:]It is that

a five page
which leads into pngxmExxhe most original/expositionx on Htixt:a
the relationship of the dialeetics of liberation to the question of
organization. Raya writes that "the African phenomenon of "the pat;y'
.18 as specific to our revolutionary times as the decentralized concept
of workers councils of the Hungarian Revolution. The very fact that (
“the umxikt worst feature of singlex partyism in Africa appears in (}}
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. 1in the single party- sm per se 8O much as it is £ in the limitations

I'ef'speech independent organizatxonu of the workers, .and the na?rowing
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'for ‘the mx masa partyl Raya goes on theuxitu write cha'
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developing the philosophy of African socialism.'
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that this identification of fragmentation with the individual, though

it no doubt has soﬁé\giigin in communal living, ag a tribe, 1is of
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:f;his era and not of

:%feeﬁpﬁ,'the type of freedon that is" more than nominal.... It is tﬁ;s

i ,.. philosophy of Freedom Now, ”I;_ia:;_
this which makes them revergg/the xist principle that no soclety
c&n;be free unless the indi;idual is frée, To the African, no indi-- ;,
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tradiction in this, and indeed it is only a differeai\iermulation of

,ﬁthe Bame thoug ';_ But the African persists in hsi own ﬁg{muletion.be-‘f‘
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Rak Rather myxpuxpmzwx it was for the purpose of underscoring the fact

the gmm historical-philosophic fact - thao the African revolutions

have their own deep indigenous philosophic roots, and did not have

to walt for the Black intel#ectual from the Caribbean to lead them,

any more than they a k# had to wait for the European Communists., It is
the latter that Raya reported on in 194§Q;e’ﬁeeting the Camerounian

in faris, it is8 the former that CLR James is now trying to claim.

All that gwassiemids assures is that we won't confront the stark
. reality that‘now faces us in the aftermath of the irxerunxexxxexEixxims
imxfxmuadax U.S. imperilalist invasdon of Gre:heda, namely; that the
— ‘ —

- firat act of counter—n::/fevolution came from within. The truth is

tﬁet there is no way not to za face the objective situation left by

the Grenada pwewt tragedy. This 1is so not only for the Black worlo bot.l:
.wfor.developing revolutionary perspectives for completing the unfiniaheo
rrevolotions thao have been born in our age.‘ The stress is on‘unfinished
_;revoltuions ha--.p rather than am aborted because ﬂ-nn-dnuuud the
'5iﬂGrenada revolution did welwkass make significant achievements and. lived
Afor four,years. R

| NoG{?E%gEt; that Reagan's designation of the Caribbean as a "éifie

of criais" into which he launched his imperialist inviésion of- Greneda

, in Oetober 1983 has intensified as he carries out his overt destahili-
QABtion of the Sandinsta government in Nicaragua. Indeed, Reagan a de-
“.signating the "inidependent" West Indies and Central America as the

o ' an_act of o

"Caribbean Basin" was not fortuitous, but rather\IFY?ﬁﬁ“EE§2 deadly
i kind of geo-politics. i

It was shewm that -; counter-revolutionary designation of . af the'

igCefibbean as a "eircle of criasis" which emerged out of turbulent de-

- velopment of objective and subjective forces in the Carlbbeon_and'ghq

'Blaok world since px the 1974-75 global economicxg crisis.
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That no doubt is what the PPL (9-10) Ednxi anticipated when it

concluded that "what is at issue this very moment, hfrether we look at

the gle!bal ctisis of the '"West' or the whole world,and tEx itsre-
structuréng', especially the North-South dialogue, is the question of
/
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state~capitalism.” It was tha\hmarked the revolutionary developments

in the Eastern Caribbean in 1979 with the Nicaragua and Grenadian re-

wa
volutions. it is that which Mbrought to an end with the counter-
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revolution and‘the iavasion... & Acecia

Mo
-h-hq-., it is more concrete now than when mﬂaﬁa‘ya orig%ﬁ.all‘_ly

__m wrote in the 1964 #& draft perpsectives?that "rheory is needed

- _not only to discern the counter- -revolution, but to qvercome it. LH:lstory

may'repeat 1tae1f but a missed revolutionary moment perishes :l.nto the
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B After the BREAK FOR LUNCH, Terrv, Chicago took the chair and
turned the ‘floor over to Mike ConnolllJ National Co-Organizer, for his
“on "Marxist~Humanist Philosophy in Reader:rfviews and in News .
_tcrs Committees Organization." (Mike's report is included.: else—
in’ this Bulletin and will not be summarized here.)

Terry then call

Tyrner, "Black World" columnist. for his subreport to Perspectiv

e’ Black: D;mension and the Caribbean.” (Lou's report will be summa.
z fly here because the whole questiocn we are concerned with.isg it
concrete. development that flowed from it -- a new edition of Frantz

Sgweto,‘ nd American. Black Thought, It will have o new Introduction
TR and John Alan. and will be ready no later than Jan.41986 )u
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Plenum summary, p.6

South African fascism has represented itself in the "mixed race" sectior
of Capetown. They have met with death from the sscurity forces, The
Protests involved attempts to march to Pollsmoor prison, where Mandela
ls imprisoned, Ever since Mandela rejected the conditional release off
last spring, the movement has turned more and more toward him, and the
government has to recognize that. The banning of the Congress of South
African Students is an attempt to break up the most passionate and idea:
istic dimension of the movement —- Black youth. Lou reviewed the way
the Black Consciousness Movement transformed the struggle into one for
the Black mind, Its unchalning. In FFSABT in 1978, we reported that
schools had become centers for revolution. Today there are reports of
police entering schools to break up alternative classes organized by

CoSas. The civi] war we spoke of in the May N&I, dates from the _moment
the Nationalmm S tense i, /m\t“o‘*"
the. = . ck t i g
fr e sfruggles— . .
Tracing the South African freedom movement from
Sharpeville through the revolutions in Portuguese
showed how, those revolutions both deepened the struggle in South Africe
and stiffened Botha's repression. At the same time, any illusions thét
independence equals freedom have been sWwept away. In the U.S,, we can
see the impact of South African freedon movements on the movement here,
whether among the youth, or in labor, as with the beycotts of South Af-
rican ships by longshoremen.. L.
ANy -+ Part IT'of Lou's report took up the "State
WY Black America and its historical imperative: Black-masses as Resson
% and as vanguard." : There are ' ies" also wiqﬂ;;_%é:igigﬁggica, as Em-
¢,0a8 Darnell 'indicated in her attack 3 the Narioh §s0c. meeting
last month. .Calling them "whales dying on the beaches of America," she -
‘a@lso denounced them (in Tina Turner's words) as "private dancers for mo.
"o Tt raises questions about the direction of segments of Black Amer.
ca under Reagan,. and brings South Africa into sharper focus., This is
going-on while Black voting rights activists in the South are under at-
- tack by Reagan and his allies, and while Black unemployment is ignored. .
« The debate over .the.direction of the movement is underlined by the new
.- book by the Black conservative, Theodore Cross, The Black Power Impera-
"~ tive.7 His ‘book-only proves the truth of what we said in the 1960gm=. .
“that "Black:power has become a giant reindeer hat-rack, with many oppos
ing hats hanging. there.": To see how the debate is even reaching into .. .~
the estéblish?ﬁ}aqkfafgzgﬁ‘ tions, Lou followed the National Bar'Aghgc.Q S
"~ formed in 192 en’ Woodson) was strugglt to have the word "Negro" '
- capitalized. } was also the year when the i Negro Labor Con-
. Bress was form
: R e have too much taken th granted, in ths
\ three~way ‘moveunddt of ‘freedom.ideas between. ] ck America and;
those islands. :The reason. we: have to.single- now, unfortunately,
is the courter~revolution. in Grenads in 198 hen the Reagan adminis-
‘tration revealed the documents of the New J Movement,. it was clear

ythat' the reyolution had been m philosaphy ofrggxalnziﬁﬂT"
\.t‘endednup“op whole.Caribbean for Reagan's imperialist inter-

“'\'vention, Lou'showed the two pamphlets that serve as our basis for reve .

4\) 2utionary:ideas and -action in this arena -- Afro-Asian Revolutions, witi

\\.1ts critique: of .the "administrative mentality," and FFSABT, which we Wwou.
\like to propose be issued in a new edition this year. We need a fund f

“NJthe re-publication of that work, to determine how quickly we can meet t)

~ challenge of the Black dimension as revolutionary activity and thought
‘a8 it. develops this, vear.. ’




