January 19, 1964

- Deaxr Nedas :..

~ Let me first begin by asking you a question of fact, in regard
%o point 3,.to which you called attention, of your draft statement
for Anjomane Azadi Zan, which sayss "In the Spring of 1981, AAZ was
Joined by a group of independent Iranian revolutionaries ... "
Wasn't it the other way around? I mean wasn't it a fact that whether
those who were translating the Humanist Essays, or those women who .
may heve. had a separate organization were not Marxist-Humanists, . .
it was only after they absorbed both the Essays and the question of
Women®s Liberation through today's Marxist<Humanists in the_ U.S.

. 4hat they became the organization they now are -- whether ab E&A or

g AAZ?"

I am returning your outline so that you can see my suggestions,
but let me give them to you in typed form here:

' Page 1, para. 1 -- I changed the word ngathering" (which could

mean something quite loose) to the word "organizatlon”.

" P,1, para. 2 —=- Here is my reformulation:t Just as the formation of
the women's Anjomans was a high point of the Constitutional Revo-
Jution (1905) that, indeed, helped deepen and extend it to 1911,

.. go the struggles of women in Iran during the 1979-80 revolution have, -
‘at one and the same time, extended the struggle from secular and
. religious domination to women's liberation for control over thiir ’ e
..own:bodies. end minds. Thus, the struggle for self-determination of .. . 'l
.nations, for emancipation from class oppressions, as well as ‘the proé

'ogts against the vanguardism of the male-dominated Left organi-

ationd, merged into a new totality. Indeed, the formation of o

vitoriomous revolutionary women's commitiees opened a second chapter =
Ffor the 1980 revolution. Despite the violent counter-revolution o
"of -the Islamic Republic, +this not only will not be forgotten but
‘will gignal a ney beginning for the future of not only the Iranian

,buf;other Third?Wor;d revolutions.

" For 'para..3, I.would say-you.are writing like a German-or &
' .Russian, . The sentences never end, I would divide the first
‘. gentence -into two by eliminating the words "and thus", and start
" @ new. sentence withi "The need for reorganization of thought"
.‘andat that point add thiss vand act MMM distinguishes Marx's S
‘Marxiem from. posgt-Marx Marxists, who left out, from Marx's philosophy - -
£ revolution the all-important Man)Woman relationship, which was = .-
roof 0f ‘what Marx held to be 'the Absolute movement of becoming' :

proot - : L
or.both men:and women. Phat. is. the ground on which we stand."

,1;5?Para.;4 remaing as written, except I always prefer to say
larxist-Humanism, rather than just "Marxism."

"ihe laét'paré, onp., 1 which continues to p.2, including_pdinta-f
dlefi-ggve changed only in the last phrase. Instead of “day . .
er soclalist revolution™ I guggest "day after conguest of power..

ifithg day after can postpone women's'freedom and still be Pgoocialigm.
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'Here begins point three ~- my guestions about that are what
I began this letter with. -

From your page 3, I eliminated the first 5% lines , and suggest
that, instead,:you begin that para. thls ways Because the bitter
reality of our age has- disclosed that counter-revolution can arise
from within.the revohution, it becomes imperative to hold on to &
decentraliged committee~-form of organization inseparable from a
philosophy of revolution. - '

Ty .-"!, .

Theh“Gontinue with: ® In such a way... " to the end.
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~ Now, Neda, let me explain what may sound as if it were only a
different style when I use the expression "decentralized committeet
form" as.against what you said "breaking with the centralized form".
For “that matter, the same reason underlines why I changed the word
"gathering” to "organizetion". We both mean the same about being
against *"party-to-lead", against over-centralization, but we actually
confuse two thingse @*"¥he economy, the planned, centralized economy,
with the form of human relations in a specific, historic reality,
which one opposes, which must be overthrown, and which must be countis
er-posed to a totally different form of soclety. Let's go back to
the words "centralized form"., It now means Communisgh, totalitarianism,

" vanguardism, ete. But the truth is that when Lenin in 1903 called

“/them to destroy the whole organization.

| for_eentralized.form, it was not wrong, though it ig wrong for our -

" age. He called for a centralized form of organigzation because every-'ﬁg”*7‘

body who wanted to {RINUVNNNENENRE consider himself a socialist,
could do s0 even though they did not velong to an organization, even
© though_their writings appeared in bourgeois publications. - So what. e

. .Lenin called for -- and with great emphasis against intellectuals who i

did just that -- was the need to belong %o an organization and be D
.- 'diseiplined by $he workers. . : '

L g 1? The other reason Lenin insisted on

" the word "centralized" was because.Russia was a Tsarist empire,
with plenty of spies, and the most: horrible of Secret Police, and

~he wanted 40 be very small: so as not to make it easy for
e G0 destroy : Both the Social-Democracy

and the Anerchists took advantage of that phrase in order not to . =

. discuss what ig a true revolutionary, and what is go-called perso
Proedom . The fact that nowadays, and, indeed, from the very day
‘the Bolsheviks achieved state powexr, those words had a different
meaning doesn't mean, historically, that we confuse perliods before
~and after power, or confuse planned economy with totalitarianiem,
and it certainly is totally inaxcusezglg to ion&ingattghgaﬁgj:g%?&e
democrac at we lea .
illusions gbout bourgeois democracy e e e aoneept of "demo-

"hourgeois”,&as I sald at the REB
craoyg'tOf"éights for fagcists.”  Naturally, I am not saying that

jou confuse such things, but only that we have to be very precisq
{n our language at all times. S
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January 11,8% ¢

.Dear maa -
o mclosed p.‘l.oue £ind a draft of the new statement of "AM
Aud:l. Zan“( '.t:ani. committea of E&A) which we : ) nt-. i.n L
bppe Pri

tho \dnter 1snue of E&A,.

:" Nat:a:ally the fact that since the convention we have beocm
"'organ:lzat.i.onally" conscious of ourselves has everytlﬂ.ng to do we
- ,'_v.teu hoth the amandments to the original form(which was publisied
",'i.n 1931 when we had the pmphlet Woman as Fooce and as Reason but

"|-'c.

',iwmu,mmmge all Marxist-humanists) and :lts publicatien

th.is issue,
{
Ha have tried to Keep parts of the original format (for lﬂstor? )

sake) which we thought vere acceptable to us , and included many new

sect.t cularly point 3.'yhere we differentiate curselwes fr.da ..:f'-'-:.

-gthers)
S w«b

. new poss:l.bi.ut:ies, which :!.s why it is c:ud.al that we do p:escnt

.on the basis of vh!.ch we v:l.sh to work with them,

OGRS ATEIS rgb .

o I:on.tcany M:transluhr which ha.s pubnahed us be!o::e en: m:d!l thi-‘

Y] ; ‘ u vell ‘as progtessiva :ran!.au writers: varmd
thct. of Marx on man/man relat.ions. minally I:mhahr in 11:: lnt '.I.mo :
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198@ fn BUPPO rE of the Efﬁgg'les of“'Eh—‘?ﬁen of"‘.tran"tfbf‘fre“eam.
g inema &

-Just.us&theefomttoanofuthe men's Anjomans ware timrht

FW aqb.tme- of the Constitutional Revolutio

wanen of Iran during thi-sm

' signalfﬂ a new beginning for future ran,

vorld rmluuons.

_ Mufﬂﬂt that such a historic movement was not-. appreciated by the
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_majority of_ the Iranian Laft,po:lnts to the bankruphy of thought which
. e - PASSES. for...na.bd.sm among.our.intellectuals M

“in M”
-ground-*bnwhi:ch _

™

T ot creatiyd ty "of all ‘péople,’ inc‘.l.udes the ‘Freedom’ of fién and womén as an

e bk 0 20

part of its v.tsion, and because the international WM in cur t:ifna has

“hanner in every corner of the .

r.ld, An:louume Azadi believes l:ha..-t: the unity of Harx 5 Marxism and femin.tu

O r——— r— . ar e et

.18 not not one imposed from without but is a movement from utginw :
mgey_ganuine Marxism includes feminism as an integral dimension

' .ganuine. feminism .finds its.most. explic.tt that ig. revolutionary, exprm.lon ir

. ..‘mmﬁw ..,....T.. - . ,- . .-‘ sa s ewer ow e e e . : .




on iYst & veré"'“"‘"f m"aémamons"of‘xrmun*mmen(mch 8;1980) =
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nnds includes the uorks of the Hand.st-ﬂummist philosopIier Tiayn BiahayeveKayas

£V Y R P LT A L LN

i . d demonstrated th:ls new phiiosophio expression of the ooming together of

- .Itn'

Har:d.sm nnd feminism which led to the formation of 'nnjomen Azadi Zan.

coh "Such a philosophic perspective, distinguishes us from the foll-wing
ig,é- o Tt Wty “""*'""“ R A R

LR )

_.-}-women 's. -orgenizations uhich.limitﬂanselves@.fighting.ﬁ%ﬁ .

nssociationm dm,ug.m-

LELEF

ox‘nen"and“women'in the‘politicalfiegai-domainswﬁ-the-oapitaltst-;-usystem aamine o it b

md see noiwawwammam T —
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2)Some of the Left groups who stul reauce sociaiimto'n questiomof “aamra ; ,' ‘B
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property {as tn the State-capitaiist societies of Russia and china), and often _
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label independmt women 5 movenents as "bourgeois" postponing them to the__

P b s — ok 0 i 2
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...Independent. Gomen's conmittees .. that-inspiteof. eir break with the'
oia I.eft groups.'do nét ske.the. necessity of .breaking with ;thaephjelosophic._.

basis of these organizations- except for thelr- patriarchal beliefs~ and - -
“{nstead of submerqiné"l’dbtemslves “In ‘Ma¥k's Mikism and recreating it for today.

abwenr | 0o ddidary, -.c&—---.

still consider Marxism as & series of economic Fommlations. geared at
4 i rETr . eeEarEn mmre e N Y .

"nationalizing industries through single-party regimes"
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In the Spring of 1981, Anjomane Azadl Zan was joined by a group of

- " ., m———a T L N R

independent Iranian revolutionaries, who during the revolution had trnnsintod"-,:
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..the Humanist essays of Marx (L‘@ﬂj -and_together, the marxist-hmnist
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and naticnal "and religfous lninorities, we believe that the couecuvieyw' !

- 'tﬁe'sé'revoiutionary "EGECES Which are ¥ ‘4€° tHa §ame" time Reason; ‘ghves~a neW

o Pre 0 -
perspeotive our vislion of the new lmna.n soclaty for which we ar
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: rise o’t eounter—:mlutioh AT

"&J;J(:uch a way, we hopa to.create a

o£ organization of Iranian revolutionaries in ex:l.e, with the
ulthéte goal of reaching a new human soclet y #re-Twpp, and in this

:oad/ we welcome ths-pm-of ﬂlol;n.mm__um..feel_nher
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' WHO WE ARE _ STATEMENT OF ANJOMANE AZADI - ZEN
Anjomane. Azadi Zan, is an autonomous organization of Iranian women .,
in exile which was :Eormed in the Spring of 1980 in support of the struggles of |
the wouen of Iran for freedom. '
Just as the formation of the women's Anjomans was a high point of the_ '
Consltitutional.nevolution {1905) that indeed helped deepen and extend it to 1911,
50 the struggles of women in Iran during the 1979-80 Revolution have, at one anﬁ
the same time, extended the struggle from secular and religious domination to
women's liberation for control over their own bodies and minds. Thus, the struggle
for self-determination of nations, for emancipation from class oppressions, as well as

the protests against the vanguardism of the male-dominated Left organizations,

h . merged into a new totality. Indeed, the formation of autoncmous revolutionary

women 's comi.ttees opened a second chapter for the 1980 Revolution. Despite the - -'

|
¥
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violent counter-revoluiton ‘of the Yslamic Republic, th:l.s not om.y will not be -

‘forgotten, hut wi.ll ‘signal a new beginning for the future Iranian as well as oth
"rhird world revolt.tions. o
_ 'rhe fact that such a historic movement was not appreciated by the

A' '.majority of the Iranian. Left, points to the bankrupcy of t.hought which pa.ssee or
".Marxi.sm among our intellectuals. The need for re—orga.ni.zation of thought and act
‘:«; a:l.stinguishes Marx 5. Marxism from post-Marx Marxists, who left out, £rom Harx
philosophy of revolution the all important Man/woman relationship, which was proo
‘or what Mar:r held to be the 'absolute movement of becoming'for both men ana women

This is the ground on whioh we stand.

Because the human phi.losophy of Marx wh:l.oh aims at freedom and

il

every corner of the world, Anjomane Azadi zan believes that: the uni.ty of
fl-!ax;dsm and feminism :I.s not cne imposeu from without but is a. movemant from withi
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Genuine Marxism includes feminism as_an integral dimension, while genuine feminism

£inds its most.exgiicit. that is revolutlonary expression in Marxist-Humanism . /

The collection Woman as Force and Reason of Revolution , which was

" published on the first anniversary of the demonstrations of Ixanian women (March

8, 1980) and includes the works of the Marxist-Humanist philosopher Raya
Dunayevskaya, demonstrated this new philosophic expression of the corning togethar
of Marxism and feminism which led to the formation of Anjomane ? nzadi Zan. Such a |
philosophic perspective distinguishes us from the following assoaiaticnss N

1) Women's organizations which limit t‘hemselves to fighting for the .
democratic equality of men and women in the political/legal domains of the capitalj.st
system and see no need to continue the struggle for the total freedom of men and

;Awomen i.e. the whole of humanity,




. 3

éollect;:!.vity of these revolutionary forces which are at the same time Reason, gives

anew perspective to our vision of the new human society for which we are strugglipg;-

Because the bitter reality of our age has disclosed that counter-
. revoi}ition can arise from within the revolution, it becomes imperative to hold on

‘to a decentralized comal ttee-form of orgénization inseparable frouﬁ a philesophy of

revolution. In such a way, we hope to create a new kind of organization of Tranian

revolutionaries in exile, with the ultimate goal of reaching a new human so&iety,

" fn this road - Anjomane Azadi Zan welcomes the joining ‘of those women who -hawe

;hflaff.’i‘nity to these ideas.




