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Doy Poter:

vhat a whiff of s greant amount of material you have dlscovered
in Bees's files! If only you could have invented about 2 or 3 people
in addition to yourself to dip into them and then send 2 more to help
ilke and Olga to do the seme for my files here, then, of course, you'd
be & genius. Unforiunately, we have tarke, higotorlc tasks, and not
enough people to carry them out, So for the time being, I just have
to be matisfied with a "thank you",

‘ After you read the PSR minutes and the Letter of the veek
and knowing what you set as your tasks in L.A., berinning with the
three clasges on the Archives, I wouldn’t be surprised that you would
have said to yourselfs * I wonder when she thinks I'11 get time for
what she's assigned me?" I mugt depend on the fact that I know you
are a genius in creating time when history looke you in the eye. Seo
hare goes,

Ingofar as the Lead on the liddle Zast, for which you have
only two weeks, it would have to be more or less a taste of the 4 Wa
only and what is current. But look ot all that ie current; here are
thé few I pinpoint: 1) Whether you teke Israel as Israel has degenerated |
glnge the Lebanon invasion, or you take Israel claiming 1t will withdraw.

- unilgterally, you will have ‘the same results. And that is that 1t hae _
been a great disaster no matter which is your focus, with everyone withe .
- oub-exception losing. : e
2) or if you take the Iran/Iraq Var, which has = = .
besn going on for five years, and doesnh't look as 1f 1t will end until
everyone is bled white, with what the new horrors of ihomeini on the
one hand and Hussein on the other, thought they would achieve = %0
rouse the martial spirit of their masses to conquer new land -- you
would end up with the exact opposite of what was hoped for. _ 3 v SR
EXTMIXXERIAAAR 3) The peint
of a1l this im -- and I didn't even consider the Emirates or the 05l
question or the two nuclear powers waiting to pounce ~- that no matter
what we would take up, you couldn®t achieve anything unless, n . .
lﬂi?y:you mention, right after the four Ws, that is your jumping o T
' point, the 75-76 Civil war, which was crushed by friends and foes
-aliks, Left and Right mlike, international and national alike, s0
that whether Lt waa the PIO suddenly welcoming Syria like a heaven-gent
saviour of Islam, or the one who was a sociallst and clpims still to ”
be that =~ Jumblatt --,or the Communlets, they all mugt fece the fact
that m Civil War is such an all-inclueive not-to-be-repressed outhurst
that is you squash them you literally can live for decades and atill -

be dead. ’

. Now choosme which part of the Middle East you want to 1imit
yourself to, and use this question of the 7%=76 Civil wWar as the
datrmining question, or rather as the question that will prove to you .
that there is no way to get out except through revolution. B

Now, the second assignment, which I really think of more as
an Emsey, and for which you have a month and a haif, and for which X
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imagine you have some material already =-- it is very lmportant, pro-
cisely because we have o fow articles on India, to write a very
substantial dialectical analysis. First, I want to tell you that this
is one area where the 1S has some very important things to asy, even
though, 'as usual, they draw the wrong conclusion. Comprratively re-
gontly, their Indian spets made a trip and apoke of demooracy in s
stupid way, but he had lots of facts and defintely took advantage of
the fact that he knowe India by regions and tribes as well as by ecb-
nomic analysis. At any rate, get hold of Nigel Harris' articles (he
may also have a hook). Wwhat T know historically about the attltude
ginca the end of WWII is thiss 1)} We have always disregarded both Ghandl
gnd Nehru, but I suddenly showed great gympathy when at the Bandung
Conference, Nehru found himself in Chinz and for the firat time
dimcovered that a great bip chunk of India was portrayed in Chiness
geogrpahg as part of China. I heve z pretty good article and analysis
of the's8 war, even though I don't remember if it was a Weekly Folitical
Letter or an H&L article. I kmow that part of the west Coast was
brought inte it in the following manner: Allen was g close jsympathizer
but not a full member. Lillian, as usual, has friends in the Stalinist-
¥golat-Populist~- Oshlerite ranks and brought some of these to the
meeting they had for ma. They nearly aseaulted me physically and 1
_was 0 med at Allen and Lillian that I decided not to sleep overnight
there and drove like a maniac towards L.A. Be sure to get the official
Maoinst publication of that war that had a lo% of maps and hisgtory.
If I f£ind my ¢opy, I'1ll mend it to you,
o .28) Por a while -- I think the esrly '60s -~ I wrote for an . .. ..
Indian Journsl called Mankind. which doesn’? exist now, But I do knew - ' ©
thet when I used to have contacts in the cofintry of some sort it wass
all becauss of my knowing of the dispute between Lenin and Roy at S
the famous Second Congress. I'm sure there sre books around that Rey - - -
hag writtsn , but of course all this ig just background, '
. "~ 3) VWhat you have to start with ls that whether we take the
* yery firat rewvolution of India from British fmperialiem, no Harxist
' looked seriously at it, because they used it to show that nationalism
{2 nationalism le nationelism, and they didn*% change their position
on 1t until Mao was victorious four years later. But I don't think
we need to spend much time on Indira Ghandi's assaseination, or the .
gfek problem , which ig really 10th rate stuff compared to sll those
suffering Indian masses., I1°'11 try to write to you again later,

" Yours,




