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Jan.s, 1983 
Dear GAK: 

Unless you consider "miracles" as omen for possible worst 
disaster that could have happened--and though you do have the patience 
of Job, I cannot bbelieve you meant that--I not only totally disa~ee 
with your attitude to having experienced the abandonment for power-of 
speech. Instead,be a Marxist-Humanist for a little while and "reject 
totally" any belief in illness, Please fight, even violently if need 
be, any disabilities befalling you. I simply will not forgive God fo~ 
any intrusion into your eloquent domain, 

.•.. 

·' 

~ilw it is true that there is some resemblance between 
Protestanism and Humanism--Marxism is always ready to hail prote~ts--
and a certain admiration for Luther's brave stan d, I'm sups you alsoknow 
that Marx, at the same time, attributed the betrayal of the peasant 
revolutions by Luther as the reason for Germany's backwardness. I 
surely shocked the HSA ahen I offered to talk on Hegel's Philoso~ 
of Religion on the ground that I considered his attack on Cathol~sm 
aa the attack on the elitist monolithic party, and alae considered · 
St. Paul as the Stalin of the church who needed a Party so that the 
driving of the money-changers from the temple,far from being J.esus-
like, showed that, whereas Jesus as first "Communist" was always 
ready to talk to all and· anywhere, St. Paul insisted on tjlemples• .. Ah, 
well, we'll never agree on',religion,so let's make sure that is not ·•·· 
the topic of our conversation when we finally get to meet in March, 

· Thank you very much for trying to ~~.t~at my Luxemburg 
book is reviewed by your colleague Nancy Ha~ak, but you nee.dn 1t, 
part with your copy, or rather give her your copy and I will send~· 
you a cloth copy, duly inscribed by a non-believer, and at the 
same time include a pamphlet by me on 1974-!l!:x economic crisis 
so you can why I so violently disagree with Luxemt!Ut, not for 
updating ~farx, but for failing to inwardize Marx's Hegelian dialeo1;1o 
of absolute negativity as "revolution in permanence" so that it wil!l. 
insufficient, (remained only a "-2-way dialectic")merely to be eloquent 
and oppose suffering, instead of also recognizing the new force of 
i'evolution a·s Reason, 

· If you~ reached the last two chapters of aosa Luxtmburg, 
· Women 1s Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution ABD Wlfit:;V . · 

call Marx's new moments in the last decade o:r his life as most creative, 
you will see that, far from considering the climax of his greatest . · · 
theoretical work, "The Accumulation of Capital" a universal, he held 
it only as characteristic o:f the West whereas the "East" could find 
other paths to revolution and Russia could have its ahead of the West 
.,.-and that in 18821 No, I'm not a "fundamentalist"J most of my 
friends have "slandered" me--and that includes Trotsky--as a "little 
anarchist~ which I never was, 

· Finally, re Nettl, not only did I not consder him a bougeois 
lackey and did credit him with tyhe most scholarly, comprehensive 11Qiik .. 
on Luxemburg, but I marvelled how so upconscious of being a male 
ohauvinielt and so 11in love" with Luxemburg, ooUld entitle one of 
·his chapters "The Lost Years" just because she broke with Jogiohes ··· . . 
when i..lll. fact he proves how very creative and original were h'• works ... 

' · · afte~ the break. So ingrained is that in the thousands if not milliolia; 
r
1
. of years .m~les dominated o:ur world that even one so indepefcte'··d ~p-:- . 
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BD indiviclual as Net'tl can think that ller 111'11 emted with the break 
with Jofiohes and that he s•••"tr•"**xaH1cxx can t}link ot no.thing 
more or ginal than a possible tr angle on which topic RAsa woulcl 
have. just been a mid•Victorial--atter all that most unique lite she 
led. Wouldn't it have been more jroduotive to try to probe into 
that fact that, though she vas practically "male" iD opposing 
a totally autonomous Women's Liberation Movement and not heree~f 
controDting herself, she suddenly--and that in the midst ot · 
anti-war New Year's "love letter" to Mathilde suddenly plunging 
into .,thologia and calling upon Pentheselia? 

( Incidentally! in 
trying to tzace clown which aditio~ of that mJth of Penthese ia 
bP:!wJ~mausecl--and whether it was as !"hem! the Greek story 

defeatiDg her, the ~ rewritten starr by a German 
playwright in the 19th centprt (or was it on ave of W W I?) 
D PezlthPelia won and, though she loved him totally! .!U, him I 
Gory e110ughf what? Everyone who llad known Luxemburg n person 
-told .. tu:s, being a quite erudite woman, she would have known 
both vereiona--or had her own inte~etations as she announoecl that 
the betraying So_cial Democrats didn t deserve either the name of · 
Achillea or Pentheselia.) 

DO TAKE CARE OF YOURSELP • . •" •I '- <•· 

,_'!, :-!i 
. -,..-_·:::.·.:·-:·-1-M:~-Yours, 

( 

. ,.~~-
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Jan. 24, 1984 
Del!\%' GAK 1 

You have 1:6, I hope, admit llhat 
I cannot possibly be called a "nationaliP.A' lt'f!~all on 1ha 
q~eationto~ languages, that mY use Qf th c~i!KB •• aa IQ!IUntn: ne PU!e Ang~o•saxon l.s pre:rerali e "t:o art c a'l:a •Y 
apprecialtion ot a non-believer's review ot what I would call call 
•a 'l:rilogy ot revolution• and he would designate ae "Aota ot 1he 
Aprnles. • Perhaps mJ confession on when, how long 1 t took me betore 
•talllng in love• and working out an approach which resulted in 
such a review, ao here goes• 

i 
I 

I 

' 
I 

the year ot publication ot your ·, 
~i2~ The thing that kept nagging at me wast 1 

iii out and beautiful~ styled work on the , 
=urv•;; ut ~~U4rbi: the author devote more U.. 1D I 
RoulltiBaU than to Hegel? proceed to 'l:ry to t!nd in othera wJa t I 
co_ul4n't see in 117 aompnbenaion ot who 1e George Armll'l:rong KellJ. 
I found it in Prot.White•a review ot ;your work where he diaoernecl 
ezinent!alin style. I theJl proceeded to tind out how Prof.WJd:t:e.. . 
o ..... :to hia oonclualon that a non-exietential work was ao e:abtentlal 
14 et7le. .He :then turned out to be at llct.A e.nd !.n m: ne%1: le:t~ .. '!;-c·--.111" we talbid of more than either Hegel or Kelly and I oonaidft'ed lie 
a Lett 8JapaWser, except eoon thereafter aoadellia aeant all ·to hill• . 

Whereupon I decided on 81:111 another direction to fJnd 
o.ut •• ·our autual love tor Hegel could keep ua eo :tar apart IIIIi I 
P._ .-._. "'P•_· ·,1:ru_ ·. a 1n_ JOur •ctlon on "Reco~liatlon• wh10he . to· iae,_ _ _ . __ 
~- ~- ::t'ta oon-nrdlontion, eap. on p. 2 , where it lliftgled . _ , _ 
Q-..,...,:raw:rite puqraph in Hegel-par. --and referred ln a footnote 
.to .liD lulal.YIIla of all .3 final Qllogi•• 1n Reinhart Kl•ana llaUNI'_ Y_ ·· · 

........ _, • _l_lt_ .. ·· then happened that a b-lend ot alne was aoine to ~-. _", _ -
J: aelrM. Ida to look up Prot .Maurer and tell h1a I waa tMn ~ 
o_ ~- ....... ~r NloiG:bv W.Ji.tYolVlOJI• golnc 1lo PZ'Oo • Pro_t_ • •Jt&~ . 
'!U •d .-prliiif"'tilldl eougb~-tilaout alnoa 1n his worL.tw bad ··-· 
llbaJill or1tl.qued Marouae•a Rta8D.J~Dd ~&gn. (BeUa...,.utl: .. 

, ..... ..,i=U:r lloatlle to 117 lriC\&iLn O!Heiai' • Abaolutaa lUll 
ole._. to H.Oh oiher, lid 1n ~case I neYer oaN w~etbv ab 
atltJIOr pnJ,•e 01' attaoka an Idea, but o~ whdla he/aha 1a as ll;ft'lo•• 
Ia hla &I'8PJI].1Jt« with that ldaaa wi-..11 hia orltiqua of ita ...,...._ · .. 
~ neer17 oue to lalowa eaoh tlu we eet and he deoldad ~1••• 
t!t I'Htao• 117 llaln1a IDil lU•dA• oftl7 baoauae ! t was the Jutlut .. of 
~- irJdCIIIl.n&ddid10 aoaditlda•e non-raoosnJ,Uon ol·~. .. 
Mil RuHla llald.ng an unpereon ot me, made it •obllptoi'J• torJA ...... .,J_ 
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Jan. 24, 1984 . 

Dear ;( ~ 
L'?\.~.<:'.tL -~ D I You have Uo I hope, admit Ill hat 

I cannot possibly be called a "nationalit~' ltae~ gf all on the 
q~~ftion of lanv.uagas. that my uee ~f th rnu~8tiR fHankst as 
ags na~ tne paEe Ang~o•saxon 1s prererab e to artlcu~a~• my . 
appreoiaition of a non-believer's review of what I would call call 
"a trilogy of revolution" and he would designate aa "Acts of the 
Apretles." Perhaps mJ confession on when, how long it took me before 
•falling in love" and working out an approach which resulted 1n 
auch a review, so here goeso 

I 
the year of publication of your 

~~~~~ The thing that kept nagging at me wasa 
~ out and beautifully styled work on the 

H11gellian thought, did the author devote more time ~ 
RGUiiii6iiU tba."l -= H:a;:l? ! proceed to try ta f!.nd !n othell:'• wl¥r. t I 
oouldn°t aee in my comprehenaion of who is George Armstrong Kelly, 
I found it in Frof.White•s review of your work where he dlaoerned 
existentialist style. I theh proceeded to find out how Prof,White 

·came to his conclua1o,n that a non--existential work was so exiatential 
in atyle. He then turned out to be at UCLA and in my next lecture 

. tour we talked of more than either ~agel or Kelly. and I con~14ered ~ 
a Left aympathizer, · except eoon thereafter aoademu meant· IU.l to cnlliiii · 

Whereupon I decided on still another direction to find 
out how our mutual love for Hegel could keep ua ao far apart .. I 
gueaae4 wae true in your aeotion on "Reoono1liation• which, to me, · 
alllo had ita conlltrationtion, asp. on p. ~ where it singled 
ar very tavorite·paragraph in Hegel--par.~--and referred in a footnote 
ilo an analyaia of all ) final syllogisms in Reinhart Klemene *urer. 
li.nae it then happened that a friend of mine was soing to ae~, 
I asked ·him to look up Prof ,Maurer and tell him I was then working 
~ut tl!~ .. for PhilOJOphx and Rtvglution, to pre~~ Prof. Jlaurar 
waa 1110at tnarprlaed tllat I eougllt him out in hh work•he had 
.ahaPlY critiqued Marcuae's (Believlrtoutt 
lll'e, .. qualli hostile to my Abaolutea an! 
oloaer to eaoh other, ~ ~ case I never care whether ab 
author praina or attaoka an Idea, but only whdll he/ehe 1a aa .. rloua 
in hia grappling with that ldeaaa with hie critique of itt Jllll'ou" 
very nearli oue to blowe each time we met and he decided nevertheleae 
to Preface my •!E!l• pd frl!4pm onli beoauae it waa the helld\11 of . • 
lloCIII'thyi• whloh,irhen addii! to academia•a nono-reco¢Uon ofu · 
and Rueaia making an unperson of me, made it •obligatory• forHrlaeto.) 

Think of my "luck• when on the sceheo historic and not ~uat 
aca,dtllio one, out c&llle your Retreat from Eleueh and i tr:~ od 11 que, d 
ofllla aa open ae· aerioual 

But 1J1aY I add one final thO\I!ht .W. JOU 
so pereiatently keep attrbituing Hegel's Abaolute Method to •-' 

'"'""':· 

17130. 
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Feb, 17, 1984 

but I did 
appreciate the thought that led you to send me "Right In Her SoUl•t 
it would have plea .. d me ir Mind, not •aoul", had oozed out or Anna 
Loulao Strong whom I had rought long berore 19)7 when I waa with 
Trotllley, and she had added her naae to the elllllderous attacks on thl brave 
Jobn Dewey Co•lallion or Inquiry, Noo you cannot "gat there" thrcnt~h the 
•soolal Gospel"t you cannot "get there" lt you really at. for new husan 
relations abort of the Hegelian-Karxlan Dialectics ot Liberation aa t .... "' __ .. ,_ ...__ ............ _ 
--..---- ··-- CllW ... , .. _. 

· The author of the book, your friend Tracy .B. S'IIJong 
I do oonalder ey friend but he is a very different person than the 
•taenlne• of hia .Ork. but bef'ore we ever became "friends• · lt took .. 
"'ft7·· Mal'lJ 'M decade and after a quite long-• I 111ean .deeP.•oonvaciic· 

%:7:i!:t!~!!.~~t1g!!:rt"1 -:rr!g!~. :.: !:~~:1~:-:·r::~:a to .. 
ot 117 acl-.aaea .tJ.ooa the one on John Brown to the illan7 oontllotlq · · . . 
~~lea ln t.ll4t 196Qa I thought we had an at1'1alty o_f vl.-.a ~th.. · , 
oft~ 11Ptfi:tlulalt7 JaiL •,tile Seof'·Th~ Idea" •• aplnn · ~--oapl11t;.ll• ··. ·.· 

_·aftd. f-.'acter ~ when,,. to •;v ata:'Ptlae• I read a liOn unoritl~l · .·' ... ·,· 
la\lda~ U'tlo.le on·~~· China. I rushed oft a YVJ ahrap orlt~que, · 
tM · aannoe ot whlob •• 1tllat the innocent youth eight aa well;Jian. · · 
tori'·out a pap troll ·that·~o .aJIC)loglat, .Anna Louin Strong. fte 
Aot1Y1n ftelt laf'oned .. ;that o1' courn rq article 18 appear!Jtg, , . 
lid dlcl I 1EftoW ~1: the a\lthor, 'lraO)' B. St.rong, was Jla sreat•ne~w. 
I· ... -~ •• tblit tbe:v had not intoned •• becauH, tboup tba :· : 
·~~~~-- ot ~ ~l"Uque, would haYe bHn ae sharp, I clat~:Ql7 
•IIR II&'" llkl:PPttd ., .. of' tba ad,fect!Yea if' I had known tho fillllJ 
ril&t~i'lllblp. It ll&d atread;v 'been done, 110 that waa -.t. · · · · 

· SlcJ.p 20 years. It 1a the 11arx cants~ and . 
· I a ooY&I'lq the laftd with leoturea wherever I could cat lia. !hi* 
_Of'IQ' ..,..,.1 .. ..en I rion:a a Mat ..z.a imltatlon fl'oll fnOJ'S-.., . 
..... ~· now &1 pzooi'e&IIOI' at UC San Dlep to lecture thft'l Oft 11M toPJD o .. 
I~ ~ one ot_ 'the· 'bailt •otlac he bad ozopnlsed1 80111 · 200 ~ o•t · . 
nol''llut to !War • ·but. 1:o •ncaca 1n 1111111 llvel;v and 11\dtl•fa ... d . ··•· · 
dl~·llilon. we .1aotb laqllad at Olll" previous ~OOMUilloa<tlon .....,'*~• 
lt l ••• ... kr &-lcJ\t, he .,..n raf'ezored to lt in hie lntzooduo1iloa. lit · •·· 
_to,_ ... ..,, I waa a01'1'8ot on the Chlnaae raalltJe lnat Ill 18 ftnl ... , .•.· · • · 
Jde ~ 01' hla araat-aunt. No 81'18tll' lon hae...... ' ... j 

..,~. \ 

. ' You are WI'Oftl to tb1nJI: that I would prater noJa cle-~Jn :, 
llllltiatln lnetnd ot cllalaotioal dNp tbought-d!Ylnc. I .J:Cmt;,._' . · \if-
=~~T.::· 1..!:-=t! .. l:t.~Lt~ ~.::B~.~:: =-•· .,, 
,.._...,, 8ftd 'l.:'bozo of' the neptl'n, • ao lf' you nw get to •ad H · · · ·. ·• 

~-- 'boOt, aond ae yo\ll'al · -•··- ',•i . . . .. ..... . .... .. _.. -.. _ _., -·- -
t·tlf,a~ 
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12 April 1984 

Milaya i otlichnaya Raya D., 

Thank you so much for your note of 17 Fe~ary~ 
which for some peculiar reason {contradictions f 
capitalist postal service?) reached me only la week. 
Under communism, it seems, thejr read your mail1 here 

·1 they simply don't deliver it. 

Your stories about the Strongs are amusing. 
I can imagine what that secularized Puritan radicalism _ ./ 
at Oberlin must have been like--and rather incestuous, o __ 
too. The Social Gospel repels me, personally, not 
so much because of what it does or did to its votaries, 
but because of what it has lost. No Hegelian Eri~Jterur~ 
there. But I have·always been exceedingly fond of 

. Tracy, So many of us went out from Harvard to teach 
·?·>llA'I111l- political theory at that time that we feel rather like 

/ a ~raterui!YO{I mus~ insist on the word ashamedlY( the 
only woman of stature, Judith Shklar, preceded us}. 

Your enclosures have very few specks of dust on 
them, considering when they were writtens I found 

.::P' th~ery keen and contemporary, Of course you are 
tightt wtiatever classic stature Sartre achieves {and 
I think he will) will not be as a Marxist, but as a 
peculiar {rather un-French) kind of teleological mora
list. And that is as it should bet if only his style 
hadn't been ruined by social science!! 

You are ·more than kind to say you prefer my non
apocalyptic Christian-Stoic dialectics to pallid linear 
radicalism, Perhaps by the time this arrives, so will 
have a copy.of my book POL!TICS AND RELrGIOUS CONSCIOUS-~ 
fESS IN AMERICA, which r: asked 'the publisher to seJid you 
by the way, Lii'ther and Zwingli are having important 

anniversaries, as well as Marx--how would you like to 
do something for a Zwinglifest?), The enclosed bro- · 
chure shows you what one of my projects has been for 
the past few monthst despite an unbelievable storm the 
meeting went well, I am now paying the bills, and looking 
forward to Easter in my nook on Cape Cod, Be good. 
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