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""(we publish here th~ second part· of the dl acuasion a:>:>t:tole by Comrade 
J'clltl~on. · It·· should be read follu•.!.nF; th•: .first· Mct.J.on wh1oh:.1e al
l'~'Liy pl•inted. in ·the April issue .cf the .1\ew Interi,·tt' onal - Ed.) 
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II • THE PARTICULAR FORMS 

. ,. 
~ . 

The .. ~u:r:op.¢..n barb.arism _1.\1 emoodl.eu _iri 'the struggle of the t"wo 
gro)lpa of ,,l;mperi:al1ilt pO\'fers •. If.. the~ suicidal self-desti".tction is 
evidence· of. the depth ·and acuteness u" the general contrad1cti~s of 
capitan em,:. then an ex.am1nat1.<?n of. .. the. mo:re specific forms dt t~e .. 
struggle sl).ould show today how ·much nearer· the slogan of .. the SocJal-

·1st United· States o:f\Europe·.is to our ~·l"e.ctical actlv.:l.ty thai) ·it. was 
·in· :1:9I7·,or ],939.. · · · ·.. ;· · · ·· · · · · - •· · ·: 

.. '.. •,, . .. 
··: :! 

' - .r ,. 

·1. · 'Tiie''Imper1aiiat~ Divided Against Each Other~ Eatite~ .. ~r~~+' 
By thl) e)Ad of' World 'we./ r', '. P<?l~d; Fin lana, the. Baltic Sta~es ;· 

lihti"O.~echs. anq. other e;l:oups ·of .the Auotro-"l!unW.f.a.ri ·Empire ;had. ·sa;in.ed. 
a n·ot Me;J.ie;ible degree of national··independenoe. ~s -we:a ·inevitable , 

.. :under oapita'll;sm,, htwever, the .Treat;¢ of Versal.ll.eo:·•·uberated"~ so111e .·. 
· :. on-ly' to· send, othen·m1111o~s .in:tci national.'slib.lEiction• 'l'hijj 91?-l!J~~tion 

sometimes took- ·subtlo ·forms. Befo;.•e· !'!it'ler 90% of: Austria clB.IIicired . 
, cro·r the Anschluss •wi th Germany,. 11. i'.orin o~"s~i:f;.;determinat-!-cin·· i'o~;lidden 

by Br1t!!-in, F:ranoe' arid: Italy. Internationa:li~m,. an:.inherent ·ne·oesl!lity 
·.for· t_he twerl·~ieth oentUl-y E.m\uJ?e, .being denfll:d.::a:xp_ress1on'·bY .. 'th·a cicin~ 
. tiriuing class structure., topk. a .fearfUl .r.~'!(\il!ljjEi by· psrvertin_g na:'tio~-

. ali am .il:)-1:.0 .a .. soourge of soo:rplons·. · ·It'D<'(C?am~ ... J:>li\.e .. of -Hitler.' s most f-'.l-
tent. we.e.pons.. . · ·. . · ·: .. : .· . · · · · ··. ; , .... · :- · .. 

~n t~;oi~;t g~P~:1~~~~~t~~~~~·~t~~a~~i't~i~£gn~~n~;:i:d~;.~~~~:~ism• 
th£1t. tii·e aec).!M,.ty of.· Eli%'()pe .. :"w111 :not :be 'seti:.ie'd .by iiiY(irganization· 
based orr the oon09pt1on ·or national independence. wMoJl'· enta-ils t.ha" ·par
tit! or. of Europe among tlw(lnt~ · ~pe:ra,-ta .-and .. jarring niilita;r-Y _and eco- . 
noniio sove:::-eignt1e·s~.· ·This ·i:·s the language of. Hitler .. translated into 
English. Stalin demands Le.tv~a, ... L1thuanl.a, E~tlio~~11-, ·East, 'Pi!t.\ss1a and. 
Be searabia, w1 th .an eye on F.l:)ll.f:!.p.<l-;and: Oon'atant1'nople. ·Bri-t!Un il'eek1ng 

\ _.,support,- :admit~ l'lussia's: claim~ .to .her i!tre.t~gio frontiers, an .elastic 
. t,~rm, _Yihl.,oh i!!'l_ds .)u·st as near or just as far as y_ol;l_O(ln. str!!toh 1t. 

B\\t Roosevelt cannot allow himself to· be out~l1$.ne~~~r~~''lh Europe. 
With a a~amelesness-.. thl1t.test1fies··to the ·sharpness of the imperialist 
oontrad1ct.1one, he P•lts·Otto·Hapeburg on the head and a.ss1duously kills-. 
es the gr~e.t toe of the Pope. _Whether Russia gets ·her strategic front
iers o;.• not, :l.t. 1e obvious that thol.•e are powerfUl clements in the 
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United States and most certainly in Europe who will seek to Ol'eata cor~ _, 
dons, sanitary and insanitary, a(;ainst an all~powerful Russia, Germany, 
yAs, ctermany, may be forood into an Anschluss with an unwilling Austria, 
or possibly a willing Austria. maY be forced out of an Anschluss with 
Germany and impelled 1nto som·e ki"nd of Catholic federation, All. this 
is to be deci'ded 'by the relative positions and strengths of. armies at 
the end of the war, \'/hat the armies (;et they will hold or barter; as 
a just reward for this wal' and ao preparation for :the next, l'lhdevel;' 
wins, the small nations of Easten1 Europe •·•ill have lost any ·national 
independence they ever had, Sl.\Ch 1s theil' Europe, To think that in 
~hl.• continent, today, , the slogan of _the Socialipt United States of 
Europe has less u1•e;enoy than it had· because· Eu.rope .. .j:a now divided into 
one nat1onal otate and several subordinate ones, that is a proposition 
drawn entirely from superficial forms and devoid of any content whatao~ 
ever. To propac;ate that idea is .to encourage the most cruel delusions 
of the Un1 ted !lations' more hypocritical an.i more ignorant· supporters, 
Even these ~re dropping them, The New Republic comes out straight for 
Stalin to have his strategic frontiers and even f<lli, imperiaJ,i~t or-
gan, admits Ruusia's probable 11 cla1ms on nearby territory,. suoh as· tho· 
~altic nations; to the annexation of ·strategic ar'ei).li"and.tho :;;etting up 
of satellite states -- all in tho name of security,· And howevel' this 
might v1dlate our id~as of a just and stable pe'lce, there .ia.,·J,it:t'!e 1ve 
could do 1;o prcvc'n:t it. n Sclf~detcrmination, national indopcndohce.i · 
in Bastern EUrope todP.y wl.thout socialism 1s a mirage; The last peace 
called colonies. ms.ndatea. This one. will call the European· mandates 
colonies, ." Some ·will have· the· freedom of F.gyp:t. and the .. 1ndepondence .of 
Syr.i~ •.. T'n~t is· th_c ·mont thqy onn hope for,.· · · 

Have we forgott:~ri. eo easily Latvia, Es1;h0nia, Lithuania and Ea.at..:. 
erri.Poland? ·.Those names have· a, place in• our history. Inl939 'we·be
lat.j!dl;y ·made ·1 t a· pi1ncif>lcd. ques'd,on· that thc.,workcro in·: thoo·e·>coun~ ' 
tr1,es ahouJ.d fight against both imperiali-sts,. Russian and 'Gcm.an, The 
Gc.rrilan invasion. was. then hypothetical,· Then,· pres\.unnbly, .the slogan 
of the Socialist, United States of Europe -heJ.·d its .accustomed p6sit1on 
in ciur. strategic l!.nc. But since· then the Ruasiims' ~have been -swept 

. Olt t ·and the Germans are in. l'lh!it ·do we now- pr'Ot>os·e? . To push into the 
·background or· to .moderate the·. ologan of the Socialist United States of 
Europe_; ' That is' ·completely false, Exactl;r the opposite IIUlst be done • 

.. In 1939 ·it was nec.essary .to- f-oresee; ·.To-day we have only to l:ook.and 
se·c, ' The moment.' the" Germans -go out· the Russians are. due back in, 
EYer'y worker.''in·Eastern Enrope 'knows that; Ifyoulo'ok at 'the· 'episodio 
fnzt of. Europe b~ing today one stat,e and. subject'• nations;. you w111 ae·e . 
:the slogan further away, · If you grasp 'the basic fact oi'. de:;en!)rat1ng 

·capitalism, grasp· it it! ~ta concretene·ss, then the· slogan·.-can be aeen 
here i~ its true' relation-, n.earer liot further aw!ty,ll. . . ' .. 

II. The Imperiaiiiits United.Ae;ainst The Proletariat!· ctemany., 

·. It is German 1inporialif!m ·,wl).ioh oppresses Europ~' a~d therefore any
consideration .. of the national quosticn on ·suoh a scale, and pilrt~oular'-· 
ly in the :historical· o1rcumsj;ancos, must give .special attolltion, to _the· 

·' .. 
*The same 1s true, though more remotely, an· :the· st1-:mtio 'coast~ .But 
we are oon1\taing ourselves within rigid 11mi ta, · · · 
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situation and prospects of the Ger;nan··:;:Jroletariat. A democratic Ger
many meant a democratic Europe, L :f::..sc;_ st Germany meant a Fascist. 
Europe, . A Soyiet _Germany meanc c. Sc'{ic:t . .::urope.: I;lut if that were 
not enough : and it is, there i's a s::Jt\cial a~d- overwhelming re~son for 
centerfng bur analy-sis upon "the _si ~-c..c-.tiori in Germany. The.re are today 
seven an.da half million of Fre&.:·:.:·•.t: P6les 1 Cz~chs., Lithuanians, 
Ru:Jr;ian9;.· Est,honians ,: ·etc., vfor.§~:-;..:, e E. vihoae ·sole aim ·in Ufe is to 
.2.::...-~_;"'Ljf),v. the· Hitler. reg11ne,.:, ·'l·JJ-· ~, '· ·. I?:entipi). brie:'·y. is- on;J.y in 
· c --:~·c: .· .. • ce. an accident.·· .It: is' rr;~ .·~-~ ·:. :~ r·ef1ect:!:on: .. _.: -G~e • concentra."
':.)_:~r .:>I capi. tai and. the. l:11.#'Ung il:!'·. -·- 'ss,_* of workws -fr.olii'tlne branch 
]'7 sit~ .. Of .prodtJ.ption ;to· anotliei-:i.',7J:l.l'cr.~ >:_];; ,ttli.,inevitable ,S,ccompanlmen\• 
·rhe e seven· anO. a heJ.lf millions i::u:~";.. abob. be, liberated;: Who'-is··to. • 
l'.berate them? ts the·:job to be '-',f-:' -~-" R.ooseveltr Churchill aria· •· 
Eisenhowe,r? ·or, is H the;:·task o:' ~1-·~ '.:c;dn.in ·proletariat with whom:. 
they Slrft'ez: s,fde py sl.de?.t · T.hus _ i.i :Jve;, .wE?- ;had :tor some incomp~e.;.; 
hensible :r.eason !legl.ect~d the ro_•_,, of oh ... :Ge~ prolet:ariat. _m· tlJ..e. , 
l.tberation ·of -the oppressed natLiiP..J.i -r..teii, the E'urci'p.ean ·barbarism: ·com
pella u-, to face the qu,estiori. of c:."c.; r.:.t~,:dn:-tlly' oppressed peoples and, 
t 1r3 8-el'I)lc..r: p::or.etariat.~,aga~ns t th0 ::uGD('rl,: _!OnelliY" ~ Hitlerism;. ·. It is 
p..:'ecisely th~s .. wh'ich s(j .. sh_arply dif:'erentie.tes the ~a,tional question .. 
j_n our epoch,.from the .:r;eili!Ote poss1hilities -ina.iciited by Lenin ahd · · .. 
Trotsky · · : .. . · .. ·'·"'. '· ·.• ... ~ · · ·· 

~ ' .. -· ·: l ' - .- . _·;:-'~ . ;' •. 

~~ ' . ;::. ... 
' ;,_<· 

III. 
"': -.- '•. 

·- ... : __ : 

To tali tart-anism represents the. cii:ltradictio~·~: of~ modern' seiplety
1 

: 
carried to a logi,cal· •extreme, · Engels in .. his time castiga-te-d the .sim-· .: 
plicist conception oLort:e reactionary·ma.ss-·against the:rev~lutiqn(l:ry: .. 
working_class~ Today 1n the German par)Japj;sra.·w!;):~a·e tbat·real,1ty,·-': 
insofar a·s .so pw;-e a dlstHla.tion can- ever ,rep:re13ent the coinple.xity ' 
of a modern !?Ociety. · The fascists hav.e, dei!troyed eve-ry veStige· or:;>:., 
semblance of authori-ty except their ciVIl.'. J;f: and when, -for'·w~:te:~r ·.''' 
reason, the Ht-tler,ian power cerllaps.es., i;.h~ .. -there is. rio socia·l'. force:· 
left in_ Geri!l§lny to hold cthe nat,;q!l toget;her. excer-t thE;i w_o:rkl.ng c],.aaa '·• ' '. 
in w rkers 1 and soldiers I· cou.ncilli~ :cE!/-e~_-in"<t9l,, ;in Ger.maP-Y',.~this V18.S: . 
true. But th:'l proletariat \'!8Sl. keP;t l.n boore;e:o'!·<r cb.ains- 1 :f.or.c:the S~i_:;, ; 
cial-De mocra tJ,.c party still, funcqor1ed.:, ;rn, .1945, -for instance·, it wj_ll. .. 
not be so... . . . , .· .. · . : ·, ; , c- • · ~ ··. > .. . · :· . - .. : · ,," ~ ' ' · ; ·, 

Here;. is- how one recent :writei-~ :envisages Germany iri: the moment 
of the defeat which .q.ow looms over it~ ; . . . . ·, ... 

"Besides the-fragmentation of the.Gerrran economj;a apparatus 
and its QOmbed and >'[Om OUt factories, its shatte_red transporta
tion 's:r.st:em its exhausted farming land, its~valuelesa money·"-
we mus;t exp~ct ?- bewildering fr2.g::enta tion o:f :Lt s social and po;..: 
li tical loyalties., The Germ2.h body politic wJ.ll fallli teral-:3.y 
to pieces. · . 

. -- -· 

*We mention only to characterise the ridiculous,.doctrine that Hitler, 
by some magical means, is able to keep insuperable barriers between 
the German workers and these foreit,."l ?;orl~ers. Presumably two cups of 
ersatz coffee instead of one distinguish the German Stakhanovite• · · 
*Hiram Motherwell in ';i'he Nation •. · · 243 
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11Although the old stntes of tho Reich will try to resume 
their loenl rule, they will not, in !net, bo nblo to adminis
ter their o"m territory, Enoh city in o. rnnd scramble for . 
availatlo food nnd industrial mntorinl will become D. l~.w unto' 
itself •. Nor will tho c1't1cs bo nblo to mulutt.\lii ol~dei'ly gov
ernment, They too will be ridden with civil war nnd private 
mllrdor as tho people settle scores with tho Nax1 oppressors. 
Tho units of locnl authority will: '11\0rc probably be such onti.., 
tics as chur~h-parishos, political party cells, hastily formed 
shop unions, district fru•mers' lene;ues, voJ.untury vigilante 
bands, improvised factional militias, And throughout tho 
country <~l,ll reign wa11dcring clements of tho former Germ!ln Ar
my which our forces will not yet hnvc boon able to disarm, 
lootine; .nnd roquisitioni:>G, fighting one another in tho namo 
of some political sospel or slognn--thc very substance of 
na ti.onnl anarchy, ·n .. · 

True to the boure;co1s trend, Jr.othcrwcll writes 11nnt1onn.l" whore he 
ahou~d hnvc v1rittcn 11 cnpito.list" nn~.rchy, But there is no doubt tho.t 
many tr:~ined bour[!;co1s. wri tors todny ~.ro acoine; things very clearly, 
and c~nscq;tcntly expressing th:omsolvos very well. This indeed will be 
the Gerrnnny of 1945 - oiooopt for one possi_bil~ty r1h1Ch .our bour[!;eois 
commimtntor docs not talto into considemtion, The brenk· in the· morale 
.of nrmi<>s, or the endurance of civil popu+ations, is quito unprediot~ 
able, If a G.;;rmnn Army is' rosomtdingly do:f"eatod fn:t> .enough i':<>om home 
so that the mili to.ry pow or of tho .conqueror !J.oo a not overawe, or in· 
other loss d:<>P.mntio ways, the milit.nl'Y fniluro of fa,soism impends than 
in tho ... onsu.tns; al'iais tho Germm1 proletariat mil;( put· its·· hnnd ·upon :t.he 
power ln rJ;toh tho samo wo.y that tho Ont"nlonian. workiri6 ol!lss was do~ 
f~.eto master of Oo.tnlonio.,iri 72 hours.* Lot~:.:is. not'.fare;et;,ns !.!o.Tx,, · 
ho.s so co.re·fully pointed out, thl,\t tho _workiM !Jlr>ss is d1scipl1nod1 

united .. and or.;o.nizod by tho ve1•y mechanism of co.pitalist produoti.on· 
1tsolf. Five thousand workers in n fi'.otory uro in one most fundnmont
nl .sense They oon tro.ns tliemselvus u soviet in nn of· .tho 

(Wh.~t it wil1 do wi , 
Vh'ts. de not. nocoss<h"ily ·moan Soviet power. :'But .such ·is the ·futuro 
d " dofontod ·G'<:irr.nny: ohnos, l'iit.h 'or wi thol.!'t Amerionn occupation;··· 
Sov·tots; or n. SO'.'thin[!; mixtui•o Of both, Tho Gorman O:lpitnlist must 
h<w J this fearsome vision. bci'orc him .half. tho dny _and throu[!;h tho .. 
\'<'<t.c)l,;e of tho night. For olosqly n.ssocinted with Fascism ns he is, 
fer :ci.n life, liberty,. and the pursuit of profits aro nt. stnke, Is 
Ro'·"J"clt o.w~.rc of this? If even he v1ero so stupid ns not to bo, whioh 
ho r.toot. certainly ·is not, Geobbcls reminds him of it afton onou(5h. 
For n similar situatia11 in Franco Roosevelt has i~lrondy o.omrn1ssionod 
h!.s strone;..onrm liV:\n, Giraud, But thcru nro no influ:mtinl or•roliablo 
Gcrm..".ns outside Germany. He seeks thorn in tJ,lo only· 'place he ann find 
th01l -- inside Gorm..'1.ny i tsolf. 

-·· ·---~·- .'... --·--~- --.- .·i· -~'· -~ 

*It wna nmone; other ro::~sons to,provqnt this th:~t \Vcygnnd onpitulco.tod 
so oo.rly. 
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n· •·-''.!!neon eli tional surrdnder0 

U!llcse this war is diffcr.ont :t:r'om all other Wl\ra tht:\1;. h\\VC boon 
fo•:.:;h. t for ·the last. 4QO yenrs, . .R,o.oaciv.:l t ana. Olmron1.LJ:: rcccl. vcd peace 

·, fcv.lcrs .from G·crmt1.ny' m;td not .:qljlY i'rol,, 01)-C. source, ;:nt, Cnsablnl)cn. 
Bat 'who'roas nt 'thu critical turn in tho lnst war W:tl,son ·onmo out with 
14 point. a, ·thL\t is .to. shy,. 14 condit:ronsi' Ro.osovult. loudly 'demn.nds un

. condHionnl ·surrcnd.cr, that is ·to ~o.y,, n9 •conditi.ons·t\~. nll, ~0.kon 
lHc,·nll.y, 1:,his i~ nonscns_e, · Q-encrnls on br\ttlcficlds domnnd _uncon-
di tionnl sutrcndcr, n·ot statesmen. The .coild:l:tions .wore not mentioned, 
because· thoy wcro unmcntionr.blc, By. .this ·slogrin 'Roosovcl:t rcpud:tntod 
nny ;ooncc v;ith Hitler nnli Cor.1pany, for tho simple rcr.sort that neither . 
tho prol::tarint. of. the United N:r.tions (n~r tho prolotm•:to,t of. qcrmnny) 

·would stand tor any ponce v:ith n dcfcataa·Hitlcr, But at tho same 
time the slogo.n was n direct invitation to any anti-Hitler group of 
cap1tnl1sts or m1litc.ry oo.r:inrillll in Gcrr.1any, If. thoy would lil!'.ko n 
cooplotc r:iilit.ar.y .~: ... rronde·r ns soon ·as possi'olc, ·in return they would 
got nll "-Ssist..:mcc ncccssnry in keepinG the G0rr.1nn. workers in .. their· 
prop0r cr.pital,ist pl~.co, nnd in nny case would not l:'isk. wnr to.thc 
dimgcl:'ous sto.go · o.f · ccJapl,eto oxhnustion.. ·r.r t.he~9 German l~adex:s who 

· wi_eh, ·to drow. O',~:t ,·in ·_tir.1o l'l<'.nt.od gunmntcos, ,they .co.uld jud13c f.or them
solves by a·a.oin<; tho ft.olcomc thnt vmo given to 'Do,l:'lAn and Gil:'nud while 
that fledgeling don\cicrnt.-llc· Giiul'le' shl.vcr~c. .. butsido:in' tho cold, The 

· same message l'lnB probnbly 11 inli1ontcd 11 to tho·ao who wel:'o fooling out tho 
posa1b1;t.1t1oa. The mcaoirs oi' th.:: .lnst \'Jn.r nrc nlwnys .. uB.eful re rosh- . 
ore for what is happening sub roan 11! .. ~a pra·scnt, Military tactics 
change,_. Iop_cri'\.list tl:'i.,k.s ,Io not. . . . " ' ... ,· . ' . . ... ~ . 

: Not:·onl:/ docs' this fl'ow:'tror:1' thd whole situation M.d. 'fr.on tlllch 
··-·that hns 'bcbn.vh:;.t.tel! by th'c. mor_o.-thciugli.tful bourgeois~ ·suoh.r.s Hoover 
·'' ::md Lippmn.ri. ·;For, mont'hs .J>.dfore; <)hilrohill \vas t;cilling nn Italian 

. roU:l.:.da "One· r.mn alone: in ItnJ.y is rJsponsiblc~, ip.'itsolf. r. stupidity 
·not avon· worth contempt';' but in<'.isp_onsnblo, n.p: t:} sihiilnt rcaeeurm1oe to 
Italinns lool•ing for n way out·• It' ls howovor. iopcssiblo _to .talk nbout. 
on.c :mn alone in Gcrr.IUny •. Thoro· iJ>. nothing but .Hi tlor, nnd tlic Nazi· 

·party'··.· ·. · •· . , ... '' :· · ... : ... ; . ·· .· · . .. . . 

Tho :i'nscist': reaot~·on wftid .. r.ii.t~di:nto, 'Both .. Hi tier and \<ussolini 
struck ncrc:l:leRsly o.t ·tllO. po.tcntial opposition,· Go.cbbols rushed to 
his typi:wri t.;ll:' and· warned. Erisiima· 11bo· :nat. .listen to Iioosevslt, It you 
do; you W!ll :ruin Eu;ropa.'. It_··wnl,. nann bolshav·ism. ·And think wno.t . · 
thn:t 'wil,l r;ieat.J for: you.-" WJiaroupon phurahiil ·aouiitcrcid. a folv days la;. 
tor: .'F~.scist. pow0;r m!lst bb (!o·atr··;;;::d, ... just,i.oii. inus't be stern. and iilpla
qablc but, howovor ,. " 0 v;1t):11Ii her: .a~proj)rlO:t'ci ·bounds n. Froo his Ito.lio.n 
pronounoinmonto v;o knol'f .. v;hnt; nro tpo .. upp;roprinto. 'bounds for Italy, One 
·ron 'llonc;. ,1ha lfo:rot\n o'rlpi:tnl:Lst·s.·nnd;'(lorr.P.n generals, quaking at the 
futuro, · cn.n· rcnd."nna:'. undot's:t:ilnd~ : .TliQy: know· too thnt Stalin on this 
unttar is with Roosoli'a:lt.nrid Churchill.· As. the London Times put it in 
ono of. its historic ·od1torir1I "Tho tirouositioh thr.tt it is impossible 
to· eietormht:ito t)10 G·omtm.poopl<f, ·ill:- .Q&!UJ:gy· tho· Cklrm...,n state (- our am
phns1s) ho,s behind it t,bo .authority of Str.,lin himself. • Tlj.o ~ un
derstated Stnlin! s ·vi ow• Stnlin h1r.tsolf hr.d already told Harry Hopkins 

, tMt ho is. not opposed. to tho G•Jrr.mn pooplu or to tho Gcrr.nn GonoroJ. 
~· Tho ... pl~.n. will 'be cht:l.ngcd or nod11'1od, ns nlwnys 111 a wnr, no" 
cording :to the ·rortunoa oi' tho r.lilitnry struggle. But \·.•hutovor tho1r 
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plane for thoneolvee nnd ngainet onch other, tho inpurinliete of the 
United Nntiono arc unHcd on one thing: to ko0p .1iho Gorn~n prolotnrint 
in ohnine if it tnkos tho Gor1.<nn Junkers to do ··n·; · 

·~, 

Roosovo! t h...,_ a to sand in nrnics c.nd ~or:mhow or-· ULillus.·· -Lo £ill -Lhu 
vacuuq created by tho Nnzi defont, But a.; Churchill says, this is a 
"stupendous" to.sl~, full- of "peril" and. "oystery" •.. The pcl'il c.nd tho 
ny.etery is the prolctnl:'iat, Tha:t'c is the ir.lporialist. weakness· and 
+,hare is ou:t;> strength. We :O..nv0 nq al:'uioa but tho proletariat nnd tho 
Gcr~~n prolctnrint is our r.tain lll:'r.lY in Eul:'opc. It holds tho +ntcrior 
lines, so to spcr-.1~. But it 1a in grcn.t dnng,cr nnd one Of its grcntost. 
dangers is just this national dor.tinntien of tho ~uropuan puoplos by 
Gerrony. It 1~ the r.:oot powol'ful politl.cal 11capon thnt Roooovclt r.nd 
Churchill cc.n usc ngainst the Gcrr.nn \"IO:<>kors and though they rcnl' it, 
they will, if need be 1 uoc it w1.t-h a!.!. tho fcro~l.ty nnd unsorupulous
ncos of o. Strc:tchcr or o. Vishir..f3l:y., The rc\"c:i.ut:toP .. ;.l-..Y novcr.1ont wha.t
ovcr its at;::c, r.:u.st or. this l9suc ttt.kc the 0:f.fcncdVih But it can do 
t,his only p.round the slogn:l", tho S:.ciallst Unitod ~tntos of Europe. 
Let there b0 no n1 otc .. kc nbout · "J~li s, B~c . .Lingr~d. nn<l t:·w Aocr!.cnn 1n
vnsio'1 :::lf Africu nnrl~od a r,op ~tngo of the wr:s: ... the J.npn!lr:ll.ng defeat 
of GJr~.1nr1y.. This poses fo:: ... UF:Z ·::.he futo of tho GCrr.1rm prolotc.rint. I~ 
the Eu~·c•por.11 p:~olot~.riat nllows it~clf to be drawn into r..ny attcopt by 
the !i;;J.tod Nation a to d.o1J+,,-oy Gorn.~ny, tho cold ba:t'bi>;,-ier.: of "tho peaoo 
wJ.ll b"c no lees destructive of Europenn civilization ·~han tho :flaning 
barb,..rtsr.t of the war,~- · ... 
V. Tho Na tionnl Qlib stion in Gormmy 

It is here tli..~t tho seven and a half· oi;Ll1on foreign wn::-kers' in.,,. 
Go:rr.mny bC<lonc .of supl'or.te inportancc ill tno 10holo ·Europct\n tant;J.o,. nnd 
l"a· can.-ioagino· wi.th wh;lt cagerno.ss I.frirx \'.n.d.Engols, Lenin nnd Trot~ky,: . 
who ncvcr failed .:to foetor and to raise high before .. tho. wo.rkers .nhy .. 
oanii'cstation ol' ·possibility of intorn·uti'onnl urifty", w:1uld hiwe swoop.ot'l. 
upon thic c;x:traordinnry, phcnooonon nnd ox~·~-ined both. its histori.oal. · 
and inr.ted1nte taotj.cal ir.tportnnco,. · 

• • • • ! • • . • .. I . • • · ~· . ' .: ' ' : • : . 1 • - •• . • 

Lot us plaec ouracl:vos. in .. t_ho pqs~t~on. of. those workers ~n Gcroa.ny. 
tod:ly who arc being ir.tpcl;Le<i by: tl\c .whole. situntion to work·. out t)10 
proh•.cn· of n re:v0lut,l.on·by t..ho Goroon working class agni"nst.Hitlor~ . 
.Th•JY will .know hy n.ow thnt certain. e.l~f,tent,s qf tho Gorr.lln ml1ng,_olass. 
~.ro ocoking n ·way .qut .by overthrowing .Hitlcr and, rok1ng a last do~pcr-· 
o.to. effort to k0cp tho Gcrr.An. wo·rking clc,ss· whore "it is. Fcirooost in . : 
tno!:>:' m!.nds ia the. pent-up vengoa)lCI) w!l~ol\·ll torturod_ .. arid plundor~d . 
i!:Ul"Ope n•J.rscs in its bosor.t, for. Gcrr.lllny·, ., At· ~ior.to .and. abroad those Gor
ou:~ ,,ori<•;ra cnn,.acc ·nothing. but hatred nnd ir.tplncnb;J.c Qncoj.es:. Tliey· 
kno•·, ·i'.Y :1cart .. Roos.ovoJ.,tta plnn J:pr J<Olioing .Gornnny, Soon.or or l,._t.or .. 
+.:1~:; v;tl). turn to tho only allies thoy,·.qni'i "sj:icqk· to,. tho.r.till1.ona,.o:f' ... 
Fr·:n~r.., :!lv.teh, Polca, Bclgians, cz·ochs, Austrians, Slovnks, Norwdginns· • 
no••1 oc·n~t!.tuting.nlno·a.t O!"!e-hnil.:l: of t,he .. Gprr.,an_:laqor. f.orcc. · ,Suoh ·:. 
aN the contradio.tions of cnpitnl1so.thc.t it i.~ cor.tpe.llcdcto link theae 
di·:orse· clooents. Thc.ro in Gerr.lllnY .. ,to9ny,. ia .a g1_g<mt1o. ~ntprnationnl . 
cowbiri~.t.!.on of-: worke~s .. _-~.!tih !:'.s .Et!!'C~pp ·hr:s·.z:le.v;p:~ .se~n.b:eforc •. .-P.bv.61U.--. 
tionll.l'Y theorists r1ay 1gnor·e th~~o ·l"O~ko:tlw; .Gcz'r;J_an workers will n6;t.~ · · . 
A:1y. revolution in Gcroany., ·tho .tnoo.st. of .rovolutlona, will h!\Vc to any .. 
to them "Hi-tler oppr.ossod you, .Bafore hir.t.we !lid, not, nnd wo wish . 
you to. enJoy your own. ·rrcedor.i, Hclp us to win ours. r. But 11" "t!it"it:. 

... 

. •,. 
_ ... ~, ... .. . 

.. '. 

. . .. · :, ,_ .. 
.~46 

' 

i 
I 

I ·---i 

l 
! 

' ~ 
I 
I 
' ' ' ' ., 
I 
! 
; 
I 

' I 
' ' 
I 

... 
I 
I 

-1 

I 
·I 

' 

i 
_) 

t 
' / 

i 

• 



., 

( ·.-

7 

Gorr.1~.n revolution is n revolution of tho prolotar.iat, in ~ :ruined L'.nd 
d ;·.-,l::tlltcd Gornnny where no sociO.l force cx1 sts except the working 
cJ..·.·'o, ;hen th'ese :\-orpign worltars will be swept into. factory cor.tr.li t
t~,.·. t~ tnkc their j>li.ico in a t1•..tly proletarian assault on Hitler nnd 
th\i i'r.~sviat· stntc. Whrt.t.ilvur t.hv ult.1i.:.-~t0 cutcows, thorc ;-:111 bo fcr
g<J•'. 110rc n unl ty of' tho .Europccn ~<Ol'ko;'s such ns wns never scan before, 
su,:h n unity as can set the whole oi' Europe nflcmc, nnd, under nny cir
cl!r.Jstnnco 1 will be n novor-to-bo-forgotton influence on tho f•>tura 
of Europcnn proletnriat. Tho revolution~ry soein11sts will tnke. care 
to or.:phrJsize the ri!;ht of' the oppressed nntionr.litiea to nationnL·in
dop~ndencc, But the very ch•cunstances oi' Gol'tlmly :md tho position of 
the prolctrlri"t in r. ruined Gcrr.vmy 1 w1 th seven nnd a hnlf r.tillion 
foreiM· worker.' revolting f1!5ninst Gorr.1nn cnpi tr.lis1.1 concentrated in 
tho fn.oc.i st atnto, c.utor.J.."-tically places on the order of the dr.y the 
ologtm oi' the Socialist Uni.tcd States of Euro:;o. !'lot to sec this is 
to ;:>iss the true depth of tho Europcnn, particularly the Gernnn, chnou. 
Such ns .this is whn.t Goc):>bels '"uans .by holohcvisv,, That is ,.,lmt Hit
ler h,ns boon bl11cknniline; Europe ••ith. fol•· ten y"ars, But every bluff 
c:~n boor.terang. The European barbnr1sr.1 is not ono-s'idcd. Every stnge 
of dcgcrnntion creates its ne:.osis, The :fusion of tho nationnl and 
socialist rcvol tio11 inside Gcn::nny is such, As s~ .• n ns you bogin. to 
probe into the European ohnos·nnywhero, the .~lc&-'\11 of tho Socialist 
Unitod States of Europe .nut6i:!nticnlly begins to tC~kc shape under your 
fingeDs, · · 

VI. Tho Gcrr.u:m .gucstio~· in occuriiod Europe. 

But if this :!.a thc ... rcvolutionnry por'spectiv0 in'sido Gorr.nny,· if 
the 'conpol11ns r.:overio!lt o'f:.. Europoim cnpftril~ Br.t )w.s conccritro'tcd the 
whole ,preble!:! of national; ·11bcrt>.-tion :wi thiti. tho bordet•s of tho Roioh .. 
itself,, then the revo1Ut:!.in1nry ·r:ipv~,l.lci::t nb.r,o,"-d r.tust rccogniio the 
Europe<tn si tuntie>n ns n. wholo 'mtfl ind()fat'igt!bly brine; tho slognn of 
the Socialist United Stntcs of Eur•Joe b10forc the v10rl•rirs·in the ocou
ptcd 'countries ".nd the occupying. 'Gorr.tm1 :soldiers.- . In the .historical 
circur.tstanoos of Europe tod:J.y, l:!~.rch.l943·, thu nntionnl ~uestion nust 
:§£Y.osod ns the· conbinoi liberation of tho occupiud coun rioatii'ilf1Jiii 
enslaved orolctnriat of Gormmv fror.1 their conr.1on oppressor: Gcr~ 
fnscisrJ, It cnnnot be posed in nn,y other· wa:b_ . 

This is pc!'hnps ·the m:-oatost battio that the European prolctar'int · 
. will hnvo ·to wae;o, the bnttlll for Gcrncmy. It is just bc(limtin~;; .. ·It 
will continue t.hrough war and petlce until tho proletarian revolution, 
Lut us bogin it well:,· Tho· revolutionnry novor.tont with rosolutlim r.nd 
with pnesicin nust. ec6mfully repudiate .the idon. that· Gorr..nny is a prob
lcr.l nnd r.ust rnkc the cttllsc o't' ·.tlic Gcrnan people indisuptnbly our own. 
Thnt is the test of tho rcvolut*onn.ry in tho .oppressed country. In 
the Europe of today and still r.torc ·of tor.torrow, :\.f ho should waver on 
this point, he is lost. ' With colossal ir.lpertincnce those bour~;;cois 
stnte sncn, who encouraged and f!U:pp·ort.c'd Hi tlor in qvory nove he r.w.do 1 . 

now with their whole t.rain of j'ourna:l:ista, 0conor.lists, et}u1ologistst 
historians, ptlrsons and other t'nkcrs debate what they nrc g(•ing to o.o 
with f?O r.t1.111on· Gorr.mns •. Tho· L_cin.dol1 ~ which :;catGrd...'\y .. w1th_.·Ul1Ctu
ous piety .denounced Stnlj,n 1 s liquidntion of a fow r.l1111ons 1 now will
ing but ir.tpotont, acoopto .with r.osignntion tho opinion of tho Russian 
export that tho Gorunn pooplo cannot be oxterr.tinntod. Behold the truo 
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face of modern Europe. Attila the Hun nnd Gengh1s Khnn would be but 
jncknls to. those butchers of.· doclnying cnpi tnlisr.l. 

The rovolutlunC~:t'\Y uoVcmCnt wtist f'."~.L7aigo.tc 1 tcc1:f' .!'.~~-.the. work:!.!'.g 
class against this miasma. For us there is no Geronn problem. There 
is n oroblem of oapitnlisr.t in Gcrmnny. Tho.t. is ·all, ·.Wo of. the rovo .. 
lut1onnry movement will proclair.t our faith' in Goronny, our recogniti~n 
of the role of Geronny in nny reorganization of Europe, of tho fatal 
mietnko it would be for the workers to ·join· 1n nny hounding of Gerr.tnny, 
of tho nocess1ty to win tho Garron· workers nne. th·o groat Get'tlnn people 
nwny frcr.) Hitlorisr.t to the side of the EUroponn·-prcletarint.· But r.tere 
nseertion would be capitulation: It r.:ust tnke: .the fore of n ceaseless 
pounding day and night, pf tnc slogan, tJ:!e Socie .. list United 3tntcs of 
Europe. Inside Gcrr.mny, outside· t}orr.:<~ny, in ov·ccy country, occupied 
or unoccupied, wo nnl•e. this n.1 •.n<'.l. spcnsnblc pnr··i; of our plntfom, 
with special cr.1phnsl.B. on t.ho·'c;.cl'n'''"' lt'::l~rnt.l.o:. 1'''.'"' Hitler, · . . . 

Docs thl.s r.1eo.ri that !n P.:~.n~d; Franco, "or Eu-;':!loil1Stf.wo try too~ 
ganize tt ooss denonstrD.tion for tile Socialist Unrocrl St11tes of Europe, 
as wo . would try to orgn.nize n s"triko against. I:ID.ss ·deportations? Such 
a atupidi ty neeri. not be theoretically refuted., · If ntteop11od by sooo 
lunatic its ignominious failure would be refutation enough, Yet t.hc 
olognn .is closer .to ro::tlity today than befor.e, There is a task there .. 
of oolilbinntion.- · . ' 

III, .THE CONCRETE APPLIOAT:i:ON 
. . . . . . . . . 

. How to apply this slosan in tho· occupied ooilri,t~ies?: W.c ·shall be 
as specific as. possible uo thnt thoro ·oo.n bo no.possibility of misun-
derstanding, · · 

Lot us 1mg1n~ hni.~..:n-.dozen rovo;tutiono.rY, .scic1al1sts in Lyons to,.. 
do.y, They Jr.now .their. cJ.uty;- which -in to fight .. with .the proleta:ia t in. 
defence of all its .right's, ;· T~?-e 'prolot?lrit>.t· .is b'9in6. rpbbed, perseou
ted. and. kidnapped for 0.oor.1pulsory labor sorvioo" .-abr.C!!l.d .by: .the .German 
imperialist power~ Side by side With thu de Gaull1sta. b.nd .. :othara the 
revolutionaries fight with .. tho workers against tho OOC)IIIOli 'anomy,· They 
mise tho banner of nntionn;t, fre.e'doos; But ,they (tro not de Gnulll.sts. 
They' hav.c tboir own· oothod of freeing Franco fr.cif,l'tha .ono.tlios of the 
French work·ers and ·they ~h~roforo address the rollol'lins lcai'lot to the 
German sold+er~: 

FROM THE- FRENCH WORKERs- TO. 
THE GERMA~· WORKERS 

W'Mt do you get by staying there? :·'Rhy· don 1 t you go hooe? 
If your officers 'prevent you., why don 1 t you doal with . 
thoo?. ·You, Gnman worl<ors, ·who nrc here helping Hitler 
and l.rival·.to oppress -tho··.French. workers, wo aro going to 
mnko your ·'life hero one l'ong don thtr,ap · . . . ' . . .· . '· ' .. . 

Vlo·; the o~mocii, po~ple of ·Franco, .;1 sh you no harm. · We. 
wnnt to bo friends with you and nll tho Gerunn pooplo, 
Wa.don 1 t ~nnt to soc French or British orAcor1oan sol
riiors parnding thrcugli Berlin, But wo don1 t wnnt any 
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German soldiers onrohing through our cities and por
secuting French workers. 

All Europe hates you nnd is nchin[5 to destroy you, You 
nrc only storinp; up trouble for yourselves by continulng 
with this devil' s worlt that you do, Your only hope is to 
get together "i th your brothers nnd sisters in Gcrr.ltlny, 
nnd overthrow Hitler rmd his fascists. Thon you, the sol
diers and tho other wm•i,ors, seize the power in Germany 
nnd punish the Hitler criLlinnlc. Why don't you r.ncl the 
other workers of GcrtJnny try your hand nt rulin[5 tho coun
try? Every other clo.so hns tried. That is tho true so- ' 
oinlism worl:crsl power·, not Hitler• s Gcn~.my nud Hitler' e 
crir.1oo. 

Our brothers nrc in Gornnny, suvon nnd n half millions 
fror.1 nll occupied Euro;,u, Cr.ntt you sec you can tll'.kc thou 
your friends nnd tJnke all of us your friends, Poles, 
Czechs, French, Esthoni1ms, Bolginns, Dutch,. sinply by 
putting nrus in their hands nnd telling then to fight 
with you ngninst. Hi tlol'o Tho tJor.wnt you nnd they over
throw Hitler, all .tho blood nnd bitterness between us will 
be. O'lo:c. We .swear to you :th.,_t then wo sbnll be your .· · 
friends nnd your defenders. Roosevelt nnd Churchill would· 
not dnre to uolost you then, for all Europe will bo your 
O:llies and not y.ou:i' bittor·onor.11esns today, · 

-. 
VIc hr.:v'c t6'iivc rind Wu~lt nnd rlilsc our~ families nn\1 build 
n now Europe nnd r.t..'t\te: now oontO:ots wi.th ·t~;e world, ·i!l 
plncc of tho old struggles- for power which )lnve led :nll .. 
of us into the. ooss in which we .·nrc. All ol' us,- .n,s wor1t- · 
era togother, onn f~rm n: ronl unity and peace in·:Eui'oJ)ci. · 
We shnll be invincible. But ns long ns you do Hitlorls 
bidding, i.t will be destruction and bioodshod, your blood 
o.nd· ours. ·· · 

Perhaps, 'Gc'rr.mn soldier,' you nre wondering if there is a 
way out of this tJ1sery Europe is in, .Por.tinps you· nrc think
ing th'-t if you don't k~ep on doing this. to us, American 

-m>d: British soldiers ,will do .it to you nnd your· poc:>ple, 
Tho way we show you is tho only vrny out for you. ··It looks 
ns if you llre going to be benton, Thinlt fnst. Perhaps 
tcdny it is still very tiifficult, But wo warn you,, Think 
fnst. Tnlk it over with your _'rionds, Po:i'hllps if not 
todlly tonorrow it wouldn 1 t be so hard to do. Maybe when 
the tine cones n lot of you cnn even Jail). us, Wo would.· 
welcor.1e you nnd protect yo'..l n~ our ovm. 

' ) 
. I 

·.i 
' l 

We would wel.cor.tc you in Franco ns .friends, If you like 
Franco;·· you cnn st,n.y ·hera· ai'torwn~ds. You onn get work 
if yo:: nro n worlcor, nnd n Fronoh"e;i-rl to ·bo your wife, 
But ns lon[5 ns you stny here, doing Hitler• s work, wo shn~l .. ·.I. 
fi~>:llt llf',ainat you nnd do ou~· best to .. kill ovcryono .. ·or you. 

. •• .,.. •. I 

Long liveFroe Frnnool 
.Lon~ live Froe ~crnnnyl 
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Lone; live. thd·powcir of .tho workers•.' .. . 
For the Socialist United. State& of Europa I. 

:P,S. Thoro. ware .many r.ttllione of good.,socinlists in 
Gcrrr.ny only .n fow. yan·r~ tigq,_.,. Mn~:~.y ... of· you nrc still 
thoro' Why don I t you Gi vu us·, n ~ign 1 . \V.;, .will undor
.stariQ. and it will.!holp us to r- ·~uild ilia novcnunt hero 
ngnin, And. wh•m you gp·. bite~, to ·Gdrr.!nny, or :"hcrovcr 
you go, to),l .. your friend~. what we any,· 

Thoro c..ny be contr!)vorsy ~n .th9 rcvolut1i:m~ry. uovenunt about this 
lcnflet,. Out.s1do there ·wilJ.:·bc, sor..o. Hitler, !j.oosovclt '· Stalin, 
Chu.rcil!ll, Eisenhower do Gau"ll9 .r.nd Girnud, will all cast c. unnnir.1ous 
vote: Against.. · 

VII. Tlte German Wo'!'kors in F,.nncc Toooy. ·· .. 
: Whnt is· bnsicnlly wrong._ivHh tl:in:t.lon.t'lot? -. . ; ~ -. . . . ·- . : .. •.. .. ... · '. .. .. :. . '' ·.: .. 

. Who pr.oposcs, to, tnke .. out. of .. it tJ:>,e. slogn!' of. the., Socinli st Unit-
od . .Stntoa ·or Europe? If so,· for. wh!lt ronso!l?; · . . · · 

·Produae' o. lanflet for 't.h.~ ·.Gorr.v:m workers'· in'· unii'o~o Whloh will 
not··.hnve ns. its nxia tho Socialist United Stntos 'of Euro'po? 

Or is it proposed. to !~oro thoJ Gomnn ~bldt~~~ .• nltogothor nnd 
lcnvo·.theo up to, Hitler. Md Roosevelt?·. ~··· · ,;· , · · •. · · · . ' . . . . ' ., . .. . 

who snys that ll tol(ol~~i~n.'l~:'to ·;,;~£\~~~" cnrinot, todny' 
in 1939 ,. insist .to .FrO!IOllc w~rkoJ?s ns ho fip;hta with 

tht\t this, ,j,s· t·ho workpral: wny of:. driving tho Gornnn 
~~~~'cj~~~e, .dofentinp; Hitla.r, preV;~f1~1.ns: ,}JJpepinlist· trench-
cry .and sn_lvnging E~~opo? · : ., .... · .. -:, . . ·. . . 

Thni:., co~.crete.ly, is. one oothod .;~·:·oor.1b,ln{~g thq nn.tionnl strup;
g),c with tho struggle 1'or soo1nl1sn 1n .til pruso\lt historical stnge,fl 

If, howovor, to .provo tho p'oint riogntivc;Ly). .r:t< however, tho 
·war wns ove~, 1:!' Hitler roo.<\inod. undisputed tmst0r. of Eur.op,e, if: 

-

Ar.10rion gnvo Up' tho Anortonn oontury, i:t' Europe ,hnd. sot-tlod down to 
.sor.te -sort of stability, 1i' both .Fre11oh workers 'nrui ;oa.ouping Gerr.mn 
soldiers saw the stntus quo ns likely. to last within the ·guossnble 

,future, thon we would hnvo n now situation, . .No:to .. .well thnt the irmo
diatc concrete task would still bo .the expulsion of.. ;tho. G};ronu invnd
er, the innediato slogan would be for nntionnl i'rcodoc, but, nnd hare 
one difference would cone in, the socinl1st slogan would be an coho 
:t'ron n distnnt. past or n vision in -tho rer.1oto future. A leaflet 11ko 
.tho .abovo would bo an nbsurdity. But ·~odny? No. 

. .. ''-, 

; 
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! 
l 

·i 

j 
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! 
• 

I 

We prosont th1~ :policy to the Fre:toh worltors not as propngandn, 
but' as· a strictly prnotioal ·policy, Wo prOsont it ns ono o:f tho , 

. . ~ • . . . . I 

. ' ..... 

*:rho 1or.tod11lto neoosaitioa, food otd., tho intornntior.nl nspoote, 
(non-Eu:toponn) n:a."a not in~ly.d.ud hel~v.· T"nOy c~ro·- oi &·ont ir.tport-nnoo. 

,.· 
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Today tho oo powerful barriers between. tho workers of Europe so 
"J ~'.ht:'!"ntely o!'gn.nizdd b~, bc1..~ri;ecio. society, hr.·:c been ·d.acrt~oyud by 
declining cn,Ji tali so i t.solf, Tho Gc>rn'\n soldiers are in oonto.ot 
with tho French r.tD.sGos, not with the French ·bourgooisi•l •represont
iilg" tho Fl'Onch wor.kera,. not With Jouhaux nor Marcel Caohin, nor 
Loon Bluo. The oqst da.ngcrous cnor.1ioo of tho 1:1ilitancy of tho work
ers, tho flourishing Social-Do~:~ocratic :-.nd Stalinist bureaucracies, 
no longer exist in :Europe. Despite tho Do Gaullist leadership any
one ·who 1 s bold, fn.arlu ss, cnu tious, trustworthy, bas· .his chllnco 
today to lond 170rkora and t<> bQ listened to when ho speaks. Our hy
pothetical half a doz·on revolutionaries have nn opportunity tod.'1.y a 
hundred tir.tos granter. than 1n 1939, so long ns thoy do not counter
pose theories and Slogans to.' notion, 

Also on the 'Goroo11 side th·e: s1tuntion. is radically differorit. 
~'he Gerr.1an workers is not r.tocting French c;Uvi Sions in nn or ani zed 
battle, ·both under rigid com.1and, He 'fs policing a now nativity 
hostile civil population'-,.tho T.lCist hated <.'.lid <j.e~:~crolizing of all 
~:~111tnry duties, Todny W\len the eli to guards aro.::·bc,tng sent· to the 
f1•ont, ·the Germn 1vorker'8 ·policing El,lropc will 1norena1ngly bo oor.l
pri sed. of civilians · !'lra£1Sod. !roo factor~cs'.nnd pushed' into on eoor(5en.o 
cy uniform. Tho. ol!ln ond '1:11!1 tary.,prido cit' ·1940 ore gono, Tho Gel':" 
1:1nn workers walk dOltrtcast along·, til,~, ot;.•oe:t. ond ·the' French or Polish 

·.worker. stands qn tb,o sidownlk' ond .wiltchc.o 'tb,er.u;o· by, .p.orl)p.ps oven .· . 
say .o few words :scir.lctio·ca; ·whHo Goel::l;i<ila scroo~:~s··to Gertlll:nY and all . 

. Europe thnt Europe is· fi)cing dc·str\lotion; Tho Eu:t'opean .woi'kora are 
·. contacting the. Go:tooon workers for .tho., first til:lo airicc 1933, while 

'Europe, ·'md particulorl:Y·. G'cmany, is bl.as;ted 't'o pisces around tbem 
. bot,h, They fight, it ,iS' true, but .. it' i!i' !:!n' elo~:~~lital.·sti:'Uggle, the. 

oas.s ~:~eeting the 1:1~.ss in occupied Europ·o., '\s ·in Gorrony itself. It 
:is pos·stblo that under tho oircuostancos· of e.n ·invasion( p(trti9ulnr-

. :Ly il' revolutionary detaoh~:~ont s have no.t boon built up or if they 
.allow tho~:~solves to .bo drowne.d .. in .the .purely ·nationo.li:.st r.;ove~:~ont) . 
'thnt tho slogan of ·tho Socialist l.!nl.t.oc'. ·states ·of Eur.op0 r.my .or.oo 
rigain booor.1e sor.icwhnt obstrnct, B\lt ·today?· l'lo• Tho Hy-ing ·truth . 

·is· that the 'slogan J.i:i now ooro concirete thnn nt any· ti~:~o,.~inoo 19,33, 
• • • 0 

It 1:1ust be so, '·sociolisl:l 18 riot lin. abstraction·. nor an ideal1 in 
''the 'distance• It .is tho' conorotoly devo.lop.ing 'nl 'tennnti·ve to n so
ciety tb,o.t onn no l'origar exist withou·~ destroying 'its own nohievenonts 

. ··.··and at tho same .ttmo ore.nting the. social rolnt.ions which nrc to ro-
. · pltlce it, All ·Europe today is but nn .. exotipli:fiontl.'on of the min 

tho~:~c: sooialisn and burbnr1sr.1, •Tho conoentrntion of the ooans of 
production nnd the soci!ll1zntion of labor; .the ~low· nchievo~:~ent of. 
1nn=erable oonturioo of class society, fuwo at lnst .. ro"."chod a point 
whore they lmvo booo~:~e incor.:pntible with their latest integu~:~cnt -
the onpitalistio. Tho ndvnncing aooinlist society cor.tpols tho onp-
1tali~ts to trent the productive forces no sooinl forces, whilo.thoy 
mintain ~ooi".l relations which oo1:1pel tho productive. forces .to .roroin ~ ... 
oapl t(•liatio. This l.s tho conflict which oroo:tos the horrible, the 
r.tonotrous perversions of Europoan soe1Gty todc.y, Tho concentration 
of the otipltnl of Europe in thchnnds of !Jorrony is tho bourgeois 
perversion of oolloctivo production, Tho totnlitnrio.n stnto, tho 
folk co!711:l\11lity, o.ro tho bourgeois perversions of tho free oor.ti:IUni.ty 
of nseooiated producers, Nntionalis~:~, But far from checking, these 

252 

! 

' 
I 

• 

/ 
I 

i 



•'-

' 

J.3 

pervorsi one only rodoublo the convulsions of nn olr.i society stricken 
with r. nmv one strue;e;ling to be fruo,. In the very ruthlessness with 
which it is conpolled to torture, uprout, nnd throw together tho 
Europer..n ~vorkcrS,_ in its forccc1 dustru.ction of th~J ostnbliehcd au
pcrstructurnl rol.'l.tions of thv ol:l. order nnd its inc".pnolty to sub
stitute new 1 or. pi tnli ar.l lessons t:1c (Y'.p bot ween tho r.~iniuur.l needs 
r.nd the unxit.lUt.l te.sl'e of tho prolotnrint, bot•;eon its im:rodintc con
sciousneso nnd ito hlstol•icr.l nolf-consciousrlcss, It is thia dunl 
role of collnpsinr; cnpitnl which undovir.tine;ly r.nd incxorr.bly t.lovos 
the slor.;nn 1 tho Soc1nl1st Uni tod Stntcs of Europe 1 frau the runlr.t 
of cbatrnotion to tho· renlr.t of notunli ty, · We h~.ve seen 1 t um.:istr.k
ably in Er.stern Europe nnd in Gorr.1nny, Tho aooir.l1sr.r or br.rbnrisr.. of 
Engels 1 n theorcticnl pro£51los1 s, is now the soeinlisn ;;:nd bnrbnrisr:r 
of Europe, potentiality ~nd ronlity locked tor.;othor in-r.lortnl contrn
diction, This we r.:ust, rlore thn.n ever tod..,y, find r1ny8 nnd uonns to 
bring before tho workers·, In the vnst vr.cuur.l crontcd· by n oollr.psing 
syster.r, our slo;,;nn cnn h"-VC n r.Ji(;hty rovcrborntion, 
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greatest lessons of the present war, the conbinntion of oilltn:l"'J and 
polit.ic:al. warfar_c. It aios at d-isintcgroting the· forces of the eneoy 
n.:/1 ··.v< ;.y,in:s M.o over to our side, Like Roosevelt -and Hi tlcr, we de
,r,,t e < ro ;~:cir; weiGht to our niltt .. :c.r;-v· ;;o.rfo.r.e, our oass agitn.tion, ph~
s~.c:..l .,+,n:•.sz,::.c, etc., bu·t we· co\c'oi:1c tl:e pol~ tical With it. A French 
we,·-:>:.=:·, sc ,-:.-'-.1.-::o.L ni.r;.lJ.t so.y. ·o•..toGing iloJ.t;Hrei "You can kill a flock 
o:,.· s'1.••'P ::;;_-- ~;j tc.h;;rctft but you 'oast tC.kiJ ::a.rc to giYc them plenty of 
·1·~-J-, .. +., · ,~-· · ··•·r ars~n'c 'is ·o·' ··r""'"'O" · ~--- d T · s•' ~ + ·,,,. • vo•J fellows c.- . ..... :1...L.-• .J~---~~,.,.o .•. ,·c. v • ·.J ~ ............... v -.1 ···• ,.,..t,; "'"'·--~-v .J • ' 

a~.'"-:r::?; -.,.}_ t_"::_ ~-c):.:.:"'· \i~ .. thGcrZt.f t · -bol·icv c- ir~ j'oir ·_a.r:senic· ev.ar! r..1ore than I 
a~· ;:_ \7e \~{i"..:..1ri D.~cC-:)t ·.tho.t ;vvitho1~7. "ill- fa~lin6-· r-f},.; Dn·-~l,..,M nffa..::r .... -( - ... -- ;..<,,. . -~- .. ·..:,. ___ ..... <·.!.-(..•.~ ...:.. 

~.--rcu.:d. rjl:-:-::~.::~ ~lti.s ilo·..!;;-~cr ccn·:::idc~c:.bly~ n.s j_t. shock ~ll ~ .. r~t!':.~Go But 
·'='-~,;-, ....,_.,... ___ ... r,.,.~ +-~ ... , .. ~ .... W 'd. b:') .. ,, .... ;..---.. a.- b·-,_,. ""~t ·c- ,.,,..t, 1-L" t k' •• c.· ....... ~_,_, L: "--•--.1.- _...,1J..{w _,, _1.t; . OU.l. U J.rJp .. -:nS,_.. J. Vl.J..:r...~ _ J.~ L. • ..._, Url. ...• ·~ a_ ~ng 
p:~:~0~ nrJ:o11.-; ·::.h·3_ --h~rr..etr.~, soldiers _in ?Te:.~ce and n.l~-_otJ.cup.-:..cd Zt.:..ropc to-
cir.) < ne:r·-:o ~ s o;1s ac.cccunt fron n Frenchwan .recentl-y rct.urncd fran 
F':"'D.n:8 ;dr.i.:;h tb.L~ .. ies __ with others: · 

·~he garrisons .now net f'.S if they too are prisoners of' 
war. h;r·n·. ps th·>Y areo Gert['.inly they behave l:i.ke whipped 
Df'r: -., clt:i<Jr ll:'!der the wh:l.:;i c.·~- co"lsr-:c!.ls that t-bcy arc 
·b,.,~tcn ·r·nn fv·"~'·h ·o·n '·':1. < on~·~rv. ~o lo~" ~ '~~·~av~ "s .-c~ .... , _ .;.-~., 1. ... ,.'.J.v , - v..:. e J ~-VJ.-· .... _ _., _~... "-;.'::lC- oJtJ.J '-' u. 

_.,~ c'"_·'"r ,_.,,,.r·~ b~n.~.~-n· r;,h.~ cr.,., ....... -c .;~"""~_ •n•;s ··,-.-.sp~c· Jn the 1ast .__ .·_--·,._· ...... ;,;._....._.._.~ ... ~ .. .-..... J.•6 .... .&.v .... -'-' __ .'-'t... ·'-

t~W€:3 r.Jr.r.t.fts :l.s :ccoarkable. It ·is as if people in a trance 
_hr~f. :J')f.13 -~IJ +ife.o 

The crb:cks,_in one inperialist structure are beginning to appear. 
Arc we going to.;hclp ·close then or open ~.lew wider? To open then 
wider of course.· And· with what weo.pon, pray, but tr.e Socialist 
United Sto.tcs of Europe. 

VIII. The Abstrnct and the Concrete: 

But, it. is urged, the ·proletariat iri the occupied countries is 
sluggish, it is not organized.· The revolutionn.ry novc1:1ent is non
existent, etc.· But.how ouch bigger Wf'.s_the revolutionary J:l{)Venent 
yesterday than it is,todny? And the prolctario.t is resisting. It is 
workers. whor:: Hitler seeks to get to ~rD'li1Yo It is workers who re
sist. To do so they r::ust orgo.nizc thenselvcs. The gom·al strike in 
Lyons which halted for- the tine· the deportation of workers was no·. a 
novenent of.orgo.nizcc:i workers, butit oms an organized oovcnent of 
workers. The.so arguncnts, .apart froo tb.cir theoretical invalidity, 
lag behind tho trcocndous speed of dev.;lopne.:J.t. in Europe today f'.nd, 
the contradrctory dynanics of the o.ctuD.l .conG.i tions. 

In 1939 the Frcn,ch· soldic;r went forth to war, bitted, ~tnd blink
cred by the French bourgeoisie. The French ;.my, educo.tcd by the 
bou geois sto.te, was deafened by bour;:z;cois orators, 0..-:.zzlcd by bour
geois writcl's, blessed by bourgeois priests, '2-nd chD.ined hand and foot 

, by the bourgeois l.eadcrs. of the· social-deoocrncy. Under bourgeois 
( officers the; aroy took the field n&~inst the sctoc type of disciplined 

controlled, bourgeois Gernnny arny. Both fought in f'.n organized bour-, 
gcois war, advanced or fell b!lck cts cor:u:~-:.nded, killed here nnd were 
killed there, docile pavms on a chess-board. Under such conditions 
fratcrnizo.tioi1 was sooething in the books, !".ni even to the civilio.n 
population, the slogr.n, the Socio.list Un~ted States of Europe, was 

·-::nbs.tr:act, sonetning unreo.l, thouGh invc.lao.ble -".S a sunr::ntion of the 
s'ocio.list progrn.o, 
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