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¢ THE YOUNG MARXIST-HUMARIS?

THE HERITAGE
AND THE CHALLENGE

In the name of the Resident Editorial Board of News & Lstters Comn~
mittees, I wish to extend our congratulations to your editors and writers.
The vary name you have chkoden Jor your publication aecurcs ite idontilica—
tion with the Hwianism which Marx defined as "tbe truth of idealism and
materialism." No field is more in need of the daring, the imegination,
the energy, the rebellious nature of the youth then the field of philesophy.

Because of the vast accumulation of intellectual sloth through the de-
cudes, you face formidable tasks. All we can do is indicate a path, It
seems to us that the two main problems that confront you there are these:

(1) How to bresk with the mere slogenizing, as well as with ihe in-
fighting smong old radicals, wke sesm content to live in the outer regions
of political gossip that passes for "theoretical discussion.!

(2} In moving avay frem old radicals, toward the new youth struggles, -
espesinlly those of the Negroes in the South, you meet up with a new ohbal—
lenge: how to draw a distinction bDetween the froedom movement of the youth

. and the adult leadership that attaches itoelf to tnis movement., For this
leadership is not. digging for the native roots in the Abolitionist movew
ment and the Humenism of Marxism, as you are doing, but prefars to run to
India and Gandhj for its "philosophy".

These tasks are not insurmountazble. To begin with, you bave one zd-
vzntege the young Marx did rnot heve,” Fhen he first developed his new
world outlook, he was compelled to leave his Economic~Philosephic Manu-
scripts, written in 1844, to “the stinging criticiem oi ihe mice," as he
put it, Where Harx could find no publisher for his views, you have a
forum for yours. Time, too, is on your side., This is, to borrow a phrase
from Hegel, "the birth-time of history."-

It is no accident that in the past few years a veritable avalanche of
books has appeared about the young larx, With the sole exuepticn of Marx-
iem 2nd Freedom, which inocluded the first English translation of Marx'e
early essays becguse the suthor aimed at re-establishing the Humaniem of

- Marxism, these booke stretohed Narx's Humenism to the point of non-recogni-
tlon. They were written by "pros”" ~= old radicals or professors -— who
stemped their imprint, ranging from totalitarian Cemmunism to Zen Buddhism,
and from psycheology to tuchnology, on Marxis early writings. This iz a
repetition of what took place in Western BPurcpe at the end of World Wer II,
when everyone, from the Catholics to the Existentlalicts, were busy "dls-
covering” the young larx, and putting their imprint on his writings. Thore-
by, the Huranism of Marx, that is to eay, the theory of slienation which is
inseparabla from the quest for universality, became degraded either to a
Theory of dlienction of "the Boul", or & preoccupation with the existent,
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History muct not repeat itself, The young harx must spesix for him-
self. The alien clemor arourd him must be muffled su that we cen hear him,
B23 the piuri-Ciacneienal in Lie ontlook, greep not merely ihe seuse of
alienation, but t9e ant of libmation. The Joung Maoxist-Humanist can
holp mal: this heppen, provided it im g forum not oﬁly fer your views, hut
fo.r thore whom rou challerngz so that the dialopue tetween you becomes the

fourdation for & new synthesis of theory and practice,

Toc long hus entabliched Marxiem violated the very essence of this
meol profound tlieore. iciar of freadom ~— Xar) Earx, the young and the old,
"Marx, " wrote Zarl Kavisky when he was still the resognized head of the
Invernniicnal, “proclsimed no philosophy, but the end of all rhilosophy,”
Tois miareading of liazx's statement that philosophy must be Yrealized" kad
no littla to do with Fautoky's feilure to publisk Mamx's Fumenist Essays.
It took s world war and the Ruseinn Revolution, plus Yyears of bargaining,
to pry these meruscrijts looss Inox the vaults kept Tty the literary heirs,
to whom Friedrich Bngels had entrusted them when he died in 1895,

The collapse of the established Socialist Interrctionul bad left Lenin
without a philosophic foundation Tor bis revolutiornary thinking and com-
pelled bit: o return o the origing of ilarx in Hegelianiem. It wes only
then thet he £i:8t wnderstood that it wes impossible to understand the ma-
ture Marx, to coaprehs=nd, as he put i%, even the firut chagter of Capital -
unless one has ntudigd "the whole ‘of Hegel's legic". (The refersnse is fo
tbe Scieans of Togic, cften called the "larger Logic" to distinguish it
from the "Smalirv Losiet or the Logiec us "sunmarized" by Hegel himaslf in
the Enéyclopaeiz of iin Philosephical Seiences.} .

In unnistakahle terms Lenin broke with his lea@er, Plekhunovs "Plek—
hanov wrote probably nearly 1000 pages {Ealtov # agriart. Bogisnov # against
Kantisns 7 basic quesrions, sto.,etc, on philosephy { dialcctio).) There is
nil in them about the larger Logic, its thoughts (i.e,, dirlectic proper,
a8 a philogophic scierce} nil!i® AT in the conclueien of %his criticimm

- of Plekhanov, he included 8ll 20th century Marrists, tuet is to fay, his
own generation: “At the beginning of the 20th century Merx!ats criticized
tne Xantians and Humists more in a Peverbachian-,,., tkan in a Hegalian,
mannar," :

Unfortunately, Lenin's break with his own philoronhic rest remained
"a private affair" not only because he Lad not wublzzhed, wss FPhilodophic
Notebooks of 1914~15, but also bscaise te contiumed ta reccamend mig ova
earlier works am well ag those of .*lakicuov on philogorhy. Wothine elge
wag available since neitber his Noxabositn, nor ilerx's Feoncude-Fhilozcphic
Ma.nuacrigts had yet been publishea,

Thus Lenin left & dual philosophic haritezs. The duality made it easy
for the Communist theoreticizns of Stalin's Russia to keep waiting, after
Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks and darx's Jemec-ipts were firally publisted
in the late 1920's, &s if the Lenin of ¥ateriol.ca and Empizdo-{riticism,
which zave the green light to vulgar muicvizilea in 1208, anl the lLenin of
the Fhilosophic Fotebooks, which halped foxm the underlying philoaophy of
the 1917 Revolution by re-esta.blis‘:ing tho unity of the ideal and the
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meterial, were one and the same. 3 prevalent is thisz attitude among all
present-day writers -- Khrushchevists, Titoists and assorted modern
Xautskyans, as well as lMaoists, Trotekyists and even American pragma-
ticts -~ that no modern phbilosopher has yet attempted seriocusly to grapple
with this stetemaint from Lenin's Philosophic Noteboolts: "Man's cogmition
not only reflects the objective worid, but crestes it,"

Marxism is a philosophy of human ectivity —— the labor of hand and
mind, For our age of absolutes, which invesats everything with its opposite,
8o that even nounter-revolution parcdes sbsut as ravolublon, it cancot be
stressed too strongly that Marx did not oppose idealimm. What the Humanimm
of Harx does oppose are these: o

(1) the de-humanization of ideas in Hegel, who deelt with the various
stages’ of consciouaness and self-consciousness as if those existed ocutside
of the human body; . :

(2) capitaliom, which is a £langs society based on the exploitation of
wan by man — of those whe labor by thouse who control the means of produc=
tion, so that gll labor, even when it ie freed from chattel slavery and
serfdom remains “forced laber'; and .

(3) "vulgar communisa”, which thinks a1l ills of cepitalism are
ebolished the moment private property is abelished. when, in truth, no new
society can arise unless thet which is most degrading in clazes societien, -

and is the source of ell that is perverse in capitalism — +the division be~
- tween mental and manual labor — is rooted out totally.

The writings of the young Hegel, as, later, those of the young Harx,
were not published until after World Wer I. The fact, bowever, that Marxz
was unaware of these writings did not keep him from penetrating through the
the de~humanization of Hegal's philosophy as Hegel had retreeted 5o his
ivory tower, and discovering the revolutionary nature of the Hegelian di-
alectic, and also ita humanist origins, Because freedom is the point of
departure, end the point of return, for both larx end Hegel, the during
of the young Hegel, who wrote under the impact of the French Revoiution of
1789, is breath-taking even todsy:

"Only that which is an object of freedom may be called an idea, We
must, therefore, tranmcend the Stute. For every State is bound to trest
free men as cogs in a machine. And this is preeisely what it ought not to
do: hence the State must perish." :

It is this conecept of freedom that enabled Marx, who developed hie
views on the eve of proletarian struggles of the 1840's, to conoretize
the abstract in Hegel, and tuereby to transgend him. The 1848 revelutions
that covered the whols of Luropa, disclesed to Llarx how "to realize philo-
sophy", that is to say, to meke freedom real,” The heart, brain, and
spirlt of bis pbilosopny all pointed to ona truths the driving forece of
"the dialectic", "the absolute nogetivity" of develemment through contra-
diction, was men himoelf, not just his thought, but the wholo of wanj not
Just alienated man "in general”, but the alienated workers speoifically,
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at the point of production. ljarx muintained that bourgeois theorsticians,
becunse of their place in production and their compulsion cutside it to
defend the stetus quo, bave a falsse ideology, are "prisoncre of the fetish-
ism of commodities.” The worker, on the other bhund, becruse of his place
in production is the "negative principle", the force which will Tasclve
tha contradictions of capitaliem,

The unity of theory and practice is, as Lukecs phrased it, "only the
other face of the historical social situation which makes self-lmovledge
and knowledge coincide. %hug the proletariat is both the subject and ob-
jeet of its proper knowledge." Indeed, as Lukacs correctly puts 1%, Merx
accused Hegel of not having truly transcended the duslity of thought ani
. being, of theory znd practice, of subject and object, "that Hegel hed not
gone beyond Kant on this decisive point, that his dialéctic was a aimple
appearance snd not the eotual, interior dialectic of the historic procesa™
and that he, Harx, was carrying to its concrete, actual meaning the Hegeli-
an conception of a "spirit-phenomenon.”

To grasp the spirit of .our age, -to participate in the freedom shruggle
of today, to gain a new dimension in thought as well as in agtion, and thus
to end class dlvieions, diserimination against minorities, the alienation
of youth, it becomes imparative to recapture the inner essence of Marxist=
Humaniem -~ the individualistic elament, which is ite warp and woof, That
individualism is not the petty-bourgenis individualism rreoccupied with its
o¥n ego., Just as Hegel hud conceived individuality to be "purified of all
© that interferes with its universelism, i.e., with fresdom itpelf", so
Harx defired froedom as "the free developient of each (which) is the con-
dition for the fres develomment of 811," "pe must, above all," Merx bhad
written, "avoid setting up 'tke society! as an sbstraction opposed to the
individuai, The individus] is the socisl entity, " In this way, and in
this way only, can we end, once and for sll, exploitation of man by man
and the accompanying perversions that stem from the division between men-
tal end manual lsbor, .

We foel confident that The foung Harxist-Humanigt, eo o publication,
a8 & group, and as individuels; will Play no email role in this historie

task,

RAYA DUNAYLVSKAYA, Chairman,

National Editerial Boargd,
Naws & Letters
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Every generation must re-evaluate theory for its time, and must puc to
use history, experience and thought oreatively, not carelessly superimpose
on today what may bave been true yesterday. We owe it to ourselves not to
be dissuaded by those oldsters who loiter about the meeting places of youth
regaling them with stories of whet the class struggle was really like, ‘
ropresenting the '1073 to be the millenium past. At this point we don'i
know whether to feel anger or pity for the memoirw of revolutioneries who
were never revolutionary and sorrowfully complain that things aren't wshat
they used to be, and that ideology has come to an end.

Every political publication has a ressontbr existence. The Young )
Marxist-Humanist exists to fill a void inteory in the youth arera. Wa hope
it will enable young Marxist-Mumanists acroas the country and over the
world to kmow one another, exchenge ideas and experience.

We oall ourselves The Young Harxigt-llumanist to associcte ourselves
with Karl Marx. Comunisn with 8 oepitel C hag unfortunetely been usurped
by Russia and hence is but enother neme for the totalitarian state-capitalist
reality in Russia, the supportera of that system and the ideology that flows’
from it. Humenism, on thée other hand, has not only not ‘been tainted by the
Communists but they have rejected it as a product of the "immature" Marx, We
ere proud to associate with that youthful Marx who never changed his view
of the world. He used "Humanism" in 1844 in defining his philosophy and
separating himself from the vulgar commnists of his day, and in his later
works he never departed from this philesopby. Soocialiem too, bas besn a
much abused word baving different meaning to different men arnd besz become.
too vague in its connotations. MHarxist-Humanist is as precise a charanteri-~
zation of ourselves as.we can find to show our link with the past and our
rejoction of present-day radicals wio use the siature of Marx, yet pervert
his ideas to serve their own ends. .

In oalling ourselves The Young Harxist-Humaniat we grasp firmly the
hand of the young Karl arx who still in hic mid-twenties broke from
bourgeois society and created the now popular three early essays. This
profound critique of capitelism:, is all the more amazing since capitalism
was then in its hey-day with & future vhich sesmed boundless to intellectuale
in Marx's tine. So much so, that even capitalism's professed opponents weme
incapable of frecing themselves from its intellectual bondage. It 1s these
"opponents" Marx tears to shreds in his sssay on "Privaie Property va.
Communiem" pointing out thet those wvulgar oumrunists who were satisfied witl
the abolition cf private property were not touching what wam most aslien to-
man, the cleavege betwesn menfal and manual labor., Already Marx hed seon
far beyond the nationalization of property. 4And this unfetiered oind
pointed out that communism, even in the best sense "is not the goal of
human develomment, the form of humen society.” ‘




In the following forty years Marx waa to live he gavo breadth to his
early works and originated his economic theories not as & pubstitute for
bhis early bumenisn, but as he developed gave even greater scops to the
philosophic foundations that yet confront the world with a visicn of what
the future develomment of mankind night be, Marx todsy, Tar from being
dated is much more readily understood. We have ssen in life that the
wresting of private property from its owners in and of itmelf bas nct
lightened the burden of humanity, but to the contrary, in Russia and its
satellites have adied to it, '

For the youth in the United States it was 1960 that opened up & new
era. The lunch counter sit-in that four Negro high school students
initisted in Greenshore, Marth Cevelinz mot with lmnediate sponteneous
sympathetic response from a significant section of this generation, Forth
and South, blaclk and white.

The mass activity of the Sit-ins, Fresdom Rides, picketing and boycotts
was & first awekening for many. Some moved on to Qemonstrations egainst
the House Un-imerican Activities Comsittee or Joined in on other eivil rights
causea, participated in peace walks znd Ban the Bomb rellys.,

) Vhat sturted in 1960 had nationel and international ramificatiions
and brought forth old and new organizations to intervene in the sizuggle.
Ideclogy then, cannet be long ipgnorsd. The only way this generation can N
keep from being used, is not to turn e deaf ear, but to come to grips with
the world we live in. . .

In sbarp opposition to all that Marx stood for tha vulgar Communists
of our day who mst Qctober 1 96%,at the 22nd Congress of the Russian Conmunint
Party offered instead of a rounification of mentel end manual lebor, & tizm-
ing of olmso berriers end to the meases & promise of free bus rides.in e
score of years—and even this érumd ‘contingent upon ever greater productivity—
is evidence tzat these minds ses no further and offer less than their privete
capitalist counter—part, L

Those who didn't recognige the fake quality of Khrushchev's de~Staliniga—
tion or didn't take seriously the creckdown on the pessantry and working
class as a preluds of horrors to ccme should now ronder the recent liberal use
of capital punishment in orimes against the state; the suppression of bharmless
Jazz by the monolitk and the censorohip of the mors harmless pcet Evtushenko
‘who must either recant and:rewrite or sink into complete obliviern,

Whai seems a simple key eludes so many. How does the worker fare at
the point of production? What are his bours of work? Who controls produc=
tion? What difference to the man at work whather he is fulfilling Castro's
Plan or Ford's Pian, If he must work the came w2y, he oust cheat the hoss
the same vay to save semething of himself, Capitalism's conditions of vork
are just that, there ias no amount of brainwashing thet can eradicate the
fact. The conditions of work are such that men cannot happily adjust to
them~=this is capitaliem's grave~digger. This is Kemmedy's Problen,




Khrushechev's prollem, hao'e problem and Castro'n too. Whers public relzs-—
tions can win some intellectuals, it is production relations that sway
workers., It was a twenty-six year old darx thet understood this in 1844
when he wrote his easay on Alienated Lebor. Yet over a century later, omne
Daniel Bell in his fantastic for+ies proclaimed the end of ideology in the
Hept and wrote "...the workers, whome grievance were once the driving energy
for sooial change, are more satisfiecd with the societvy than the iniellec-
tuals.”

Unfortunately ton many nranﬁnt._ﬂ.av intallectusle are in agreanent, Thisz
im why so many of us weras elated when we found Raye Dunayevikaya's Marxiem
and Freeicm, Marrist-imaniso in our 4ima. The impulss for v*ritmg tbe pook
ghe says '1.‘- her introduction came Z'rom two sources, tha Eest German vorkers,
who first broke the strangle hold of Russian totalitarianism on June 17, 1953
end the American workers, in suto and coal particularly, who in coming to
grips with Automstion reised demands that were qualitatively different.
These workers were asking then not for mere money—the mere eguivalent of
"plenty for all"—-but protested against the concitions of work, being driven
t0 keep pace with the monsier machine. In our epockt this has been-mt the
major strikes have been abouis the inhumzn conditions of werir,the increased
alienation of man which doesn't atep short at national borders but already
is a world wide phenomensn., Automation exists znd seeks to reduce man.on -
both sides of the iron curtain to a cog in the machine, an unfeeling
avtomaion, .

-"What kind of work stnll man perform" was the phlloebpha.c question
workers bave been asking, and union burezucrats with hosses have tried to
appease them with a little more money and pension plans.

Marx saw the working class as the negation of capital because he recog-~
niged that just to live, to retsin their bumsnity they are forced to throw
themeelvens againat the system-——every day, in a thousand ways. The new stage
© this negativity has resched the new catagoriss developed demands a great
cenaltivity 4o working class aspirations and a mastering of the economic—
philesophic foundations of Harxism to give voice to what remainas implicit in
the struggle, and by making the implicii, explicit a new quality is oreated,
dencnstrating the inaeparability of thought and activity, the unnaturelness
of the division between mental and menuel labor, the shaky foundation upon
which this society nf alienated men resis. Dunayeveisys represents today
the only political tenfency which approaches Marxism with & boldness that
knows Marxisn isntt confined bztween the covers of books but is in the daily
lives of the masses of people and it listens as it spesks.

It might be a pource of frustration to some that so much emphasis is
placed upon the working clasz. So many in ell layers of society ars ready
tor something "new'=-perticularly so the youth, impatient youth., To youth's
oredit, they have not yet made their peace with society—have not found the
expedianoy of compromise. . .

No one cen accuse the youth of the '60's of torpidity. Some of the
articles horein bear witness to the faot that youth are on the move. Tha
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Sit=ins and Freedom Rides cuanged the face of the naticn and tore en
irreparable hole in the Couthern wall of segregation. Psace demonstrations
end anti-HUAC demonstrations have been festures of the '60ts. We ars here
:ﬁi:;y there is a role to plaey. It may be a different role than some may

For the youth the road kasn':t been easy. The fact that almost one
belf the students that enter high schocl lsave before graduating is a
stunning statistio., Along with thie the realization that youth meke up
-8 disporportionately large percentage of the 5% million unemployed ore
matters we as youth must ronfront, )

The’ swelling tide of anti-social behavior on the pert of youth some
call "juvenile delinguents" is composed of waves of thousands of youth who
bave already felt in their adolescence that they have reached dead end,
Temains unstemmed, The Adminstration seeks to reareate CCC camps to gettle
with them. They cannot remain strangers to us, .

In the perpstual war-time emargeancy youth continue to be drafted and
re~-drafted to the armed forces. They receive none of tae compensation
- granted their fathers snd older brothers. Ne insurance, no mustering out
pay, no edusstionzl opportunity efter service~-nothing awaits them but the
army of the unemployed. Their voices of protest sre muffled. We must be
more attentive. g

A Negro youtk picketing a Woolworth store in the South carried a sign
which s2id in effect, if you expect me to fight in the Ammy end segregation
at home.ind a white youth refused to picket Woolworth's in Detroit becaugme
he &said it would only aprewd the illusion that Woolworth's wag the cause
of segregation and not the capitalist system,

. Whet each soxely needed was a unifying philosophy that would embrace
both thought-and astivity. Our Southern friend loat aight of the forest
for the tree, while the reverse was true of the Northernei’. There are too
few time= end places where youth sit down and consider the implications of
- their aetivity, and perhaps too few who recognize thought i1tgelf <o be
an aotivity, ) _ '

If some of the ideas and experiences are similar to your own, if
something betwaen these covers Tinds a Tesponse in you, by all mean make
yourself a contributor. We require no oredentiels from the bourgeois world.
Friend or bystander or sven foe let us hear what yeu have to sey.

Several years ago the Trotekyist Youth around the "Young Socialist"
announced & new organization and unabashedly proclaimed that their mission
would be "to lead the working olass to victory." We couldn't resist
showing this to somo workers., They just grinnod and shook their heads. A
little modesty is aometimes & great virtue. let us seok to know ourselves,
our generation, the soclety we live in from our vantage point, align
ourselves witb the working class, Negro and minority strugirles for complete
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freedom, History will either prove our relationship to those struggles
or we will suffer that type of intellectuasl prostitution wkich oreates
the basis Por Birchiom,for the chellenge of Birchism is not alcne from an
alien class. Were it so YPSL's and Trotskyists would know how to answer

it.

All other radicals are satisfied with frantic activity, Jimny Higgins
work. We feel unless thinking too is realized as an sctivity, we will
never rejoin either the wholeness of the human being or the unity to assure
the forward thrust of humanity. "

— Robert Ellery




rﬂ// /&[y ,fzje jff—/am? Wiented
76 Ko Froe”

I am an average Negro girl, I want tho same things most paople want.
All my life I have wanted to be free, I have alveys wanted the fTesdom of
travelling anywherse I pleased with whomever I wanted, but this very simpla
right is impossible for me to have at this time, Waen I was in grade
school T always dreamed that I wan that little white Jane in my first~
gTada renders that T lived im +thase veTy nive home in such a nice neigh-
borkeod 20 miles out of town. Whon the bell rang and class was over, my
dream was over too, At a very tender age I leerned to face reality, that
I waz a Hegro } that oy grardparentz were slaves; thzt they were so stupid
they didn't know what to do with +hasir freedom when they got it. This is
what 99 9/10 percent of all bistory bouks in the United Stutes say.

1y the wonderful fesling I got when I finally
icipate in the civil rights movement. Yog, I
~ine down South,

stonding up ghting for their rights, ' But the Tighting spirit didnft
hit me until lster, I was & nice Saturday afternoon. I was shopping -
domtown, and passed Voolworth's, & ten cent store which wasg under 8 na-
tion-wide boyeott becauss of ito segregation policiés. In front of the
store was a mixed group of people ploketing, meuily Yyouth, but soms adults,
There wae a young gixl &t cne end of the line asaliing ping.  The pins were
in black and white. They seid:"Freedem Now." X went over to buy one, and
to get a closer look st the signs.’ One saids “Don't Support Seocnd-Claos
Citizenskip”. inotker said." We Vant Our Fresdom Now." At the same ime
the line was gingings "We Shall Wot: Be Moved." They bad chenged the words
tos "Black and white together, wa shall not be moveds Integrate the cop
cars, we shall not be moved..." It seemod thet 211 of this hit me at
once. I could help in the fight for By dignity and self-respect, Lut moet
ofall my Fresdom, Just by joining this picket line. -

This picket line was composoed of people with many different political
views: Trotskyista, Comminists, good old flag-waving Democrets ond Republicans,
and a few Marxist-Humanists, From this line there was fommed a civil
rights action group called the Detroit Brotherhood Youth Council (DBYC), For
sbout two years we participated in a mumber of civil rights actions, with
a gertain amount of suoneso. The DBYC, like countiass other groups, soon
wasted into loss of members, inactivity, and finally inexistence. To me
the main reagon wag thit we were incepable of fulfilling the dinner needs
of an organization, We were all fightirg segregation, but that was not
enough, You have to fircht the cause of i%, this type of a scciaty. 4 oo~
siety thet is 8o much iike an inhuman scionce~Fiction creature’ that it
thrives on the blood of the people for its very oxistence, A type of soci~
ety that is based on the greatost lie in history. One that loves to hide
behind two greut words v Christiacity and Demooracy = and at the same
time tries every dirty trick to keep the scommon people down so that a hand-
ful of rich ean prosper even more from their sweat and blood.
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e had no basic philosuphy becauss everyons had his own politica
cutside of the group. Through some of the kids in the DBYC, I began to
gc to some of the Trotskyist meetinga. At one of the meetings there mas
& man talking about his greut invention, his one-man-band. This was the
topic of the whole evening. To me this seemed a little nuity for tha
topic of & political meeting, As far &s their philosophy wsnt, I couldn’t
8ee any great difference between Comnunist Russis and Capitalist America
except the spelling. They both are twe great raraeites living off the
common people. After that I only went eround to be with some of the kids,
but =fMdox zuhils aven that became wn ef forh.

‘When I began coming to Marxist-Humanism, it was exiremely hard for me
at first o understand what was going on except that the people were very
nice, and it waes vesy clezr to me that they were fighting just as bard for
the rights of Nagreoes and worksrs; but unlike so meny other organizetions
this wes not for the sole purpose of getting their nams in print or in
order to take over and uso psople for their own selfieh Teagons, EBecauss
of their basic philosophy I saw my life, .the world, and the whole Civil
War through a different 1igbt. I saw why the world is in such & big mess,
why the Civil VWer was fought, and the true reason why good old Abe declared
us free, I also sew why, as long as we live in this type of a sociaty,
the commen people will alweys have a bard way %o do. T :

Before I ccme to Harxist-Humznism I knew that our educational system
vas shot; insofar ms history goss. In high-school they talked about Karl
Merx in only one of my history classes, It wam all in one line: he wap &
Communist. There was rothing about his writings or about his philosoplhy.
It is now very clear t¢ me why this was so.

— Bobbie Turner
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The youth are in the forefront of much of the political activity to-
day -— from the Freedom Rides to Peace demonstrations, frem the Sit-Ins to
the enti-HUAC picketing. All of thete aotivitier point to and demand a
re—evaluation of today's society. Youth more then any group heve scme-
thing at stake. Yet, I fear that much of today's activity seems to be a
negative type of activity, It is nezative in.the sense that ono is always
acting against something -- against discrimination, against ths H~bomb,
againot the HUAC. Cartainly we ave against these thinge; but what dictin-
guishes "againsters", which may include people from = wide range of ths
political spectra, is what these people are for. This is the important
thing. It is not enough for youth to go out and join a picket lineg yes
this is activity, end it may be a very good activity, but it is this very
activity of going out on the picket line which demands another type of ac—
tivity — thought. . . ‘

Thinking itself is an activity every bit as importent as the immedi-~
ate concrets action, The reapon I believe this to he mo is that s human .
being is = total person with a mind and body. = We therefore need
2 total philosophy to give our action direction. Jemes Mereditk nas an

~orticle in the April 9 issue of Look Magsszine in which he says, "An old

man, a gentleman 85 or 90 yoars cld, told me once that anything you keep
thinking about, you are bound to do semething about., Humanly and physicel-
ly, the individual is not able to think about this matier, to keep on
thinking about it end not do anything about it." I could not agree more with
this link betwsen thought and action. "This gentleman wsy not bé acqueinted
with Hegelian philegoph; but he is expressing its centrsl principle, the
relationship of thought to deed, Fhat is great about Hegelien philosophy
is that it was developed under the iupact of the French Revolution, Hegel,
at a philosopher, was isolated from the peopls., BPut his philosophy re—
flected the human struggles for freedom from ths Creek city steies through
the French Revolution. And it is this which made hir discover how power—
ful is the idea of "full-blewn liberty, there is nothing like it in its
uncontrollable sirength." It was Marx, bowever, who made the dimlectical
philosophy concrete. He grasped its buman origin for hie day. Thus was
born & philosophy of full emancipation - not omly for lazbor, but for all
mankind., Marx called it "Humanism." ‘

To me, what seems wrong with today's youth movements is that in all
of these struggles the question cf a truly different way of life is alweys
left dmplicit instead of being brought to the forefront and discussed.

I remember recently spesking to a young man who was on a 500 mile
Peace Walk from San Disgo to San Francisco with about 30 other youth. In
speaking of why he went on this Pemce Walk he said that he waa doing it
because he felt that at this point no one was doing anything for peace,
and thaet if be as an individusl did something meyba othesrs would become
interested. I asked him why he thought more people, especially workers,
badn't joined in the peace movemeni. He felt tha% not many pecple wers
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sufficiently concerned with stopping the H-bomYy wania. He felt little,
if any, relationship to the werking class of this country, He toought
they were satisfied. The question of reace became so paramount in his
mind tbatte cause for the H-bomb and the threat of nuslear annibilation
== the class division created by private .end state-capitalist socciety ~—
was pushed into the hackground. -

From this Pesce Yarcher'n comments, it can be sesn tbat thio world
we live in soparctes groups of people from sach otbher, especizlly workers
from youth. The way to break this vegragntion between people is a human—
iet philosophy. It is not en eaoy matter to got to know what the working
21ass thinke and does for freedom in the woerking dsy because it is written:
in fow pleces, But it is something which must be understood if we are to
8ee the relationship of peace demonstrations to the total figat for {ree-—
dom.

The young Marx, when he bacame an exile, cearched ocut_the few worker
exiles from his country o get their thoughts and fealings atout their
country. . '

Jean' Varlet, an enragd during the time of the French Revolution, lock-
ed for raason and scientific knowledge among the people. "I have learned
how naively, and just by saying whet they think, the poor devils of the
garrets reasoned more surely, more boldly than the fine gentleman, the
great talkers, the bumbling men of learning; if tbey wish to gain scienti-
fic knowledge, let tham go and move about like me zwmong the people.”

The Peace Marcher bas aiso got to look among the masses. His philoso~
. phy must be so conorete that the messes will eithexr. Jjoin or he will e
where the masses are vhen they do move. The wreatast opposivion to wer is |
the working cless.: During the second World War, -American miners went on
"steike to fight for their rights, . Minorities rioted for their froedom.

War tomorrow is greater oppression mgainet the worker in the Faclory todey.
Witness France, whera De Gaulle wants his nuelear bowb ané therefore moves
against the miners. "It ie only the miners end other purts of the working
class who fight back sgainst him. This is the bigeest Tight against war
“today. . L

This type of philosophy involving the working clase was not implied
in the Pesce Uarcher's thought,alihough it might be in his action which
‘wanted a change in the status gro. What is needed is & Marxist-Humanist
philosophy which will open his e;yes and ears so that he is abls to know
of the existence of his allios and not be 50ld a bill of goods that "work—
ing people don't care.” Tue lack of a philosophy in bis action proventaed
him from sensing his om allies. This underlying philosophy, to ma, is
- the way that history moves forward —= when masses of people use their
. potential to ohange Bocietyy when they combine their idese with aotion.

One bundred and nineteen years ago, the young Marx (26} begen to mna=~

lyse his own society. In his essay on Private Property ané Comunism, Marx
deals with oommunism, psychology, naturz] sciences, relation of man to woman,
man's senses, sthoimu in relation to socimrlism, privete property, the cre- °
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ation of man, and philosophy. In the space of a dozen or so pages, Marx
is able to deal with such diverse topica, The reason Marx cen deal with
these topice i3 the unifying thread which runs through all of them and
through all relationships which man bas, whetber ithey are wiih other men or
nature —— the type of labor man perforss.

Whon Marxz says that man's labor determines 21l other relationships,
he is not merely dealing in esconomics. What he wents to deal with is the
huten being. labor is really what differentiates us from all other animals.
It is through this capacity to labor that the buman being develops, How-
ever, in the world in which we live, labor {physicel end intellectual) is
used merely g2 & commodity. Tho person whe has cerdain capaciiiss uas his
igentity as an individusl destroyed. His labor becomes elien to him as a
human being. The drive of the society is to have as much human labor as
it cen commznd under its power., Thus the world is divided into two great
powers, the U.S. and Russia, each seaking to control the labor power in
the world, The individual, meanwhile, bas lost control of his labor power.
Ho, as a bumen being, is utilized in such a way as 4o résemble a2 machine
which has & specific funotion and no life outside of this funotion, whather
- this funotion is putting a mut on a bolt, or figmring out the demign of a
building. ' : .

It is becsuse of this division between thinking and deing, between:
mental and manual, that the human being is alienated. He ian't developing
himself ap a human being., Because his labor is an alien eotivity, one
that is not his own, the products he produces are alsc not his cwn, But -
& society that so perverts muman sctivity as to wake it into s commodity
(1zbor power) imbues all 1ife with its opposite. :

It is this which tke Pemce Marchers and others cennot see, The intel-
lectual youth seems to think that it is only the laborerts activity that
is alisnated, not his own. Yet it is cur age, and it is the ooisntistis in
1%, who split the atom and then found that their discovery was not used
for the benefit of wmankind, but bocame the mesns for total annihilation.
If they saw a relationship between the discovery and the uise to which it
was put, it seems to me thet the youth could then see how aliensted be
too is = and tegin to look for allies among werkoers. .

The youth who seeks a change in the status guo must go on & voyage 6f
discovery and find this relationship himself. It is when the fight of the
youth and tbat of the workers are fused thet the struggle for & new soclety
reaches its culminetion point — witnees the Hungarieu Jevolution whure
workers and youth took to the strests in a challenge of Russian totalitari-
anism, To challenge the stetus quo here we need both the workers and the
Marxret-~Humanist philosophy. : :

~= Bugsne Walker




what im it like to be young in the 1960's? I can!t tell you because
I'm not techknically young enymore. (I'1l admit its I'm 32, female. mar-
ried, mother of twe girls, a college instructor.) But taking a larger
era, post-World War II, which is rezlly our {brave?) new world, I can
speak with some fealing. It's a world of the H~bomb above all, & world
where technology and efficiency are God. a world of Cold Varring, & world
of aliensticn in work, in sll wman relstions, s world of racism not just®
£8 & parsonal cuirk but with the realities of Jaws exterminsied all over
Burope, Japanese extorminated at Hiroshima and Fagasalkl, Scuth African
atrocities, snd the terrible, deadening knowledge of the every=-day,
every-hour humilintion and degradation faced by Americen black people.

: t no young person needs to be reminded of all this; most of them
have it so imbued in their souls they scasoely think of it congciously
anymore. Lt has become like a ringing in the ears 80 habitunl that it is
not noticed. Besides, you ars two people, &% least: your publie, social
 gelf wherein you ara linked to all hates and ambitions, Mostly these are
separate, we try to keep them ceparate to preserve 'a little vanity.

Sometimas they come together in the exhilaration of a picket line for
demegregation or peace; or in a hot political debate or article when you're
using all your owm zpocial nowers and engaging yuur whole mind and Lodye..
‘And who is thore. young or old. who didn't feel s sudden and frightful -
fusion of higs two uelves last October wien we hovered helplessly beiwesn
life and immediate death? In those fow daye it wae terror gnd despair
(because there was nothing we could DO) that for once invested our every
meel, cur most trivial remarks to a friend, our glence at soneone We

loved, our plans not for next ysar but for tomorrow with an immediacy,

an intensity, & feeling of oneness with all the people in the world, a
sense of my-god-this—is-my-oniy-life-what-am-I-doing-with-it-anyway?—u
feeling wa ought to live with every day without the terror if pomsible,

and which ironically we departed from with enormous relief and probvably

a resolve zmong many to cultivate even more their own little gardens.

I'm inevitably reflecting my own life and feelings and thoughta, so
I'11 leave off pretending to speak fox anycna else. If you éigme , fine.
Now if it's helplessness and terror that brought us to life, why, how,
can I be a Marxlst-Humanist? I am thoroughly corwvinced that if there is
any answer, this is it: & humanist revoltuion, world-wide. Nathing less
will save us, if not from immediate.holocaust, then from the death-in-life
that alienation is, and is getting mors wo all the time. So, Ia.a
Marxist becsuse HMarx analyzed history to show how it had ulways ‘been &
movement of the oppressed against the intolerzble conditions of their
1ives that bad created new sccieties, new ide.s, new siages of history.
It's useless, then, to argue that we would bs betier off if the Industrial
Ravolution never had taken place (we'd never have that bomb, theae
machines)--iarx showed us WHY thege developments took place; Man in
history and hisotory in man, tie maesen as reason, the claes struggle——to
me these are his great contributiona. And then harx jndicated where to
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lock for the sources of new change--in our case, under cepitaliem, look
to the proletariat, the most exploited clace, and we add, look tuo to
the Negro in America, and to the cppresced nationzlities and peoples the
world over. '

. Ve can't make this big change to a more buman society where there
is no more exploitetion of man by wan, overnight, or even over decades;
it bas to ripen, come to consciocusness. We get impatient. Ve want some
humen-ness right now. A1l Tight, 28 human beings. we have an urge to
know things, so at the very loast being a 'larxiet kelps you be more human
in the sense that you see things mare clearly, you know where to lock to
find the "new passicns and new forces for the resonstraction of pociety",
Jou urderstand how the hell we GOT to where we are, and you stap being bul-
lied, scared, brain-washead, sbucked, doped and injected with tke falsas ap—
bearances in front of the bhard reulities of this 14‘e, Like, 17 I died to-
morrow uithout: seeing the revolution, I'm still gled I could see life plain—
er for being a kiarxists But I haven't glven up on cianging the world, either.

To reason about the world is to change it, in a sense. To ses it
clear is %o change it. To eriticize things-ep~they-are is the Highest
buman function aluwost. For today, at leaat. it is a form of mction, - And
to wait for the day of ckange not passively, but like a human being
(talking. learning, experiencin. writing, picketing—whatever it is), and
you'll be there on the correct side of the barricades.

So I am a Marxzist., I'm a Harxist-Humanist instead of a Trotskyist,
Communist, etc., because they aren't really, in my opinion, in total
‘ovposition to both world poewers, Btate~capitalist Russia and mixed. .state-
and private-capitalist United States (throw Mao'c China 3n there somewhers,
too). ' All other political parties end tendencies that I know of are
epologists, finally, for or- or the other,' and that is like being for
death., I myeelf feel rather close t¢ the anarchists tempermentally,
howover. . I don't much like the texn Bolshevil oz Leninist, But in that
I deviate somewhat from other Harxist-Humanists, ;

I like Nows & lotters because, -at its best, it isn't . old-politiocky.
You catch the sound of rcal workers voices there. I thinic Reys Dunaysvekays .
is the most -importent radical thinker of our time. (But sometimes tho style
of writing of News & Letters and of Dunayevskaya irritates me.) I think
the"purity" of N & I, the fact that its hands aren's soiled by betrayels
of workers, is important, I think its internationzl connections, in Scot-
land, Englend, Jepan, Africa, etc. are impressive and ere with the kind of
people who are going to make this world-wide revolution if anybody is. I
think ¥arxiem and Freedom is the most important basic book one can resd to
meke sense of this insane world. I certainly don't exclude from my think-
ing other great non-Marxist writers, in fect I depend heavily on Freud,
Reich, Paul Goodman, Herbert Harcuse, Norman O. Brown, and lots of novel -
ista and poets, I don't think Marxism has the answer o evary phancmenon
of life: sex, for instance, I would like to see the thought of Marx and
Freud linked, as some of the above are trying to do.

I think thia pamphlot is a good idea and will work if people get
oither mad or enthusiastic about something, I think as young peopls, you




can afford a more relaxed spirit, & questioning attitude, a hip style, I
know I do my best thinking, such as it is, in opposition to acmecne (the
dialectic? 80 XI'd be glad to hear retorts or suppoets. Obviously I haventt
Pproved enything Ifve said, but I'd be gled to explcere any of the peints
more deeply if snyons is interested., Mont of all, I'li be watching with
interest, and partly with snvy, what you Young spirits do.

.
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Az the problem of unemployment for youth -~ especially youth who are
bigh-school drop—outs == becomes mors and mora pronounced, I, a high-school
drop-out, considered myself very lucky to find a Job in one of Detroit'c
ut-automated factories, just as Michigan's 1962 guberratorial election cam—
paigns were winding up. : . '

I'vs heord zmany workars talk of {heir experiences in the shops, mills,
and mines of America’s vurious industries, apd have read many more in News &
letters, so I had no illusions of what working in a factery is like. B5St311, .
this being my first experience in a shop, I didn't know guite what to ‘expect.

The -first thing to strike me as I stepped out of the brightly lighted
office of the man who bired me, and into the viant proper, was how depress-
ing it all looked., The place was dimly lighted and clouds of dust flofted
in the eir. Nost depressing of all were the workers themselves who all had
the same apathetic locks on their faces while the auﬁmticellr worked at
.their jobs with mechanical motions. '

. It is difficult (at least for those who have naver worked in o factory)
to imegine a men or weman as being part of a mechine, but that is exaotly
what a factory worker is — un appendage of a machina, : ’

I locked at these men and wemen and I was reminded of an, amy of com— )
bies I saw in a movie once who all kept moving, cach with the same robot—
" like movements. i

I was told when I started that I'd be on probation for a thirty-day
pericd, at the end of which, if my work wes satisfactery, I'd be asked to
join the union and get a raise in pay. My shift aterted at 7130 L. M. and
ended at 4 P,M. During the day I got two ten-minute bresks {epe in the
morning and one in the afternoon), and 2 half=hour for lunsh., -The lunch
period was on wy own time.

The change that came over svery worker in the shop whén lunch time and
break time rolled around was quite remarkable, It was almost like Lazarus
riging from the dezd! Thé apathetic expressions wore gone and averyona be-
gan talking at the seme time about everything except work.

My job. coneisted mninly of keeping the ares around the close=to~twenty
machines in my department clear of scrap, and anything cloe the foreman could
think up for me tc do, including hauling a stack of this {on & hond truck)
over there, unstacking it, and returning over here with a stack of
something elsa,

Keoping the department clean was a full time oparstion all by itoelf as
gorape were always falling every which way. By the timoe four o'cleck rolled
around {and it didn't xoll around fast enough!) I'd feel as though I'd been
shoveling snow in a blizzard all day long, Every pile of sorap I ploked
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up over here was the same pile of scrap I elready picked up over there.

The one good thing about my Job was the fact that I wasn't gtuck in one
place all day long. As I went from machine to muchine, there wers different
faces, different voices, and different snatches of conversations {never
about workt). Unleso one has worked in the same place zll day long with the
8lame monotonous motione, it is hard to realize what a difference a variety
of pesple and conversations maks.

Bacause of my moving around, I beczme messenger oy between thue
workers., I would also bs the one to riok wp eigaroties, gum, candy bars,
and sometimes & sandwich for the guys in my dspartment ss I passed ths food
and clgarette machines at tha other end of the plant when I went to dump the
last batoh of scrap. - : '

The ruses and subterfuges that the workers used to enablae them to sneak
an ‘extra smoke in the lavatory or to grab a bite of s sandwich or ozndy bar
while appearing to be working, I won't desoriba ezoept wo say tnat there
wero many of them, ' ‘ )

_ After workdng a week and a half I wms 1eid off dus to _lack of work.

. Vhen I wag called back two weeks later, I was told that I hed to stert ny
thirty-day probationary period all over again, In talking to scme of the
other guys in my depariment I disenversd that many of them had been treated
in the same manner when they first atarted. One fellow told me that he had
worked three weeks of his thirty days befors he was 1sid off and then two
woeks after he' was called back, he was again laid off. This is one of the
biggest tricks of the expany to keep a worker in their clutches, Not only
don't they let you work long enovugh to become eligitle for unemployment

compensation, but you don't get a chance to build up aay asuiority and

unicn backing.

., I worited another week ard a balf when I was laig off a second tima,
again for lack of work. This was Just before Chreistmas, The last thing my
foreman s2id to me before I left the Plant was that I'd he called back. ss
soon as things picked up at the start of the new ¥eor. I never hesrd from
themt again, - o '

Just after I was laid off the first time, the company introducsd (From
‘#hat I heard, for tha umpteenth time) an air hammer which erabled one worker
to do the work of four. It im easy enough to confuse this mechanization
improvement with automation for it indeed threatened the jobs of at least
four workers. The mechanization improvement of the unautomated shops follow
the pattexrn of automated sbops by cutting work forcesby % to % and at the
same time, upping the work load, :

Despite the fect that a twenty cent raise in pay went to the workers
who used the air hammer, most of the guys tried to keep as faxr awsy from the
thing as they could. After working the hemmer for not wore than two jobs,
one old timer used his gsenlority to tump himself off of it. He said after—
wards that powsrful though be is, the vibrationa of that air hermep went
right through his whols body and that anyone who worked on it when he didn't
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Freedom Rides USA cannot bs separated from the actions which led to
them, nor those to which they bave, in turn, led. They are part and par-
cel of the Negro movement for civil rights end for freedom; they flow na-
turally from such zctions e the Hontgomery Bus Boyoott and the 3it-Ins.

The Sit=Ins began through the spontaneous activity of high scbool
youth. They were Southern Negro students. They fought tbe weight of gen-
erations of segregationisis by "sitting~in" at lunch counters, moviee, all
public places. A simple act? Not on your lifel Asm the idea sprsad and
more joined in the demonstrations, it beceme evident that " just" to sit
on the stools meant to risk violence and perbaps even death, at the hands

, of the maddened Southern recisis. '

One white Southern girl whe Joined the Sit-Tmners told me,while we -
were both locked up in the same cell-blosk za Freedom Riders, of the white
mob which was s0 infuriated at seeing her, a2 white girl, with the Negroes,

. that they took matches and set her leng beir on fire. One of the Negroes
she was with threw water on it, cnd saved both ber and her heir before
she evan knew what had bappéned, A Negrc girl in the same cell-block-
told of taking several blows to the bead without flinching although she

hsd a ateel_pla.te in her head from a childbood injury.

There is nothing simple about the actions of thess young people. The
novement spread to aloost the entire Soath and invaolved thousands of youth,
most of whon proudly became "jailbirds."” Those in the Sorth participated
a8 best they could by throwing up sympathy picket linea against Woolworth's,
Kregr Storeg and others. - S .

Thae Freedom Bides were & further davelogment of the Sit-Ins and of
_the Montgomery Bus Boycott., Then the ides began, it was agein the Soutb-
orn Negroes who took the lead. They were the first to go, and they were :
{he ones who were the majority. But the nature of this movement made it
possible for the first time for many Northerners, both white and Negro, to
particirate. For myself, I had helped man some of those Northern picket
lines for a year during the Sit-Ins and bed wished I ocould be & sit-inner.
Others became Freedom Riders for other reasons, but none to whom I spoke
could deny thet they bhed been inspired by the Sit-In movement of the pre-
vious year. .

. However, the white radical intellectuals who 2id come from the North
fell far snort of living up in theory to ihe spontanseous activity of the
Southern Negro who bad initieted the movement. For ezaumple, during the
meny discussions on violence vs. nou-violence as methods, the political
youth from the INorth who bad ne illusioas whatsoever about non-viclence as
the Monly" method, nevertheless argued that this in the enly method. They
did this, of courme, deliberately; that is %o say, because they wanted to
befriend those who ware non-violent ihroughb religious or other principles.
Others of theme same political youth, frow those who call themselves di-




have to was crazy. He said thet he wouldn't use it again, not even if they
gave him & twenty dollar raise instead of twenty cents.

" A mirier once told mo tbat there was an old geying in the mines which
was started right after the continuous miner was introduced in 1949-19501
A worker knows the company will-do anything to improve the machine, but they
won't spend one red cent to helip an employee if they ¢an avoid it." Workers
feel this way in all shops, whether they be automated or not. I have heard
many workers say the seme thing and I understood the full meaning of it
when I sew meny jobe ruined Lecmuse the worker prebably felt Just as little
interest for the job as the company felt for kim, N

) A6 I was leid off I don't know whetker or not the company finally
succeeded in keeping ithe eir bemmer. I do know though, that if they have
gucceeded in keeping it, it will cost them a lot of mohey because aa long

- &8s any worker's job is threatened by it, many jobs will ba turned to BCTAP
by the guy operating under that threat,

~Kanl Brapd




rect actionists to some who wero near-Communist, spread the iliusion that
segregation can be fought separately from all of capitalism by their very
silence on this question! They not only did not deepen the movement by
tkis silence — they helped to confino it.

No one, least of all I, can deny the exhilaration of getting on a
train and heading South to integrate the stronghoid of scgregation, Jack-
Bon, Migsissippi, for the first time since the days of the Reconstruction
and of the Populist kovemont. No cone can say that it does not answer the
need of youth, Negro and white, to "do something" about Freedom HOW.

‘The very presence of nearly 400 Riders in the city of Jackson created
new cztegories: Negro and white acting together on Civil Rights for the
first time within the deep South; Southern Nsgro organizations which
sprang forth 1o clotke and feed the Freedom Riders going into the fight
for Civil Rights within their own city; the automatic idertity and link
betwaen Africs and the Riders, and so forth. As a result of the dedicated
young people whe willingly spent 40 days euch in Southern jails (which are
noted neither for their comfert nor for their cleanlinesm), it is
true that in almost all of the South the temminels ere now integrated by
law,

What ia true too is that sexregation i3 ohill with us. Ask James
Meradith, and the Negroes of Greehwood, Hississippiy Birmingham, Alabame,
etc. if they think that the South is a civilizsd piece,

.The nightmare that faces us now is the evil of "tokenism." I'm not
saying that any other activity during the Freedom Rides, or now, could
posaibly guarantee the end of segregation within the confines of =2 capita-
list society. This is precisely the guestion whioh must now be answerad.
And it must be answered n:t.only by activity tut by an over-all philosophy
which would tie together ull the varied activities and propsl them forward
into a broader movement. _ : : .

For example, take the very special role of the Negro in American
life, It is not & simple "racial cuestion" which can be overcome throngh
"ove," There must be a total change in tbe society which produces the
disease of racism, &8 wall ac all the other diseases of capitalism.

A8 young Marxist-Humanists, we are fond of seying that the American
workers, Negroea, youth and those intellectuzls who would join with them
in creating a new society ars looking for totsl enswers to total questions.
hat does that mesan? To me it means that these forces in sooiety, these
bumen beings, are looking for a read out of a world they did not make and
a way to change it into one which they do maka. A total change from the
barbariem of capitalism with its reoism, unemployuent, wars, and-the de—
gradation of the human spirit of which Marx wrote so voluminously.

We choose the young Marx, author of the essays Private Property and
Communism, Alienated Labor, and othera, as “our" man hecuuse the young
Warx is the lcter ilarx; becauss the idealism he eoxpounded in theae essays
is the idealiean of youth of sny day, He was oppoaed to the vulgar cot-
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munists of his day because thoy reduced the struggle of man to be free to

a dead and ummoving mettor of who owna the property. Wa have seen in our
time that the changing of ownership of rroperty, as in Russia, bas oreated
not a new socioty, but a new force of oppression — state~capitalism, We
agree with the young Marx that the change must be s mich mors fundamental
ones that of man to man, ao that the relationship of machine to man is sub~
ordinated, allowing man himself to emarge as the molder of his own deatiny.

Youth are‘now, and always have besen, a most revolutionary force in ocur
country and in the world. No other generstion of American youth bhas so con-
céntrated ite activities in the fight agzinst Regregetion, &8s well as par-
ticipated'in 3 range of activities from anti-war, to anti-HUAC, to expres—
sion of soliderity with internstional eventa and ‘especially with the Afri-
can Revolutiona, : : e

To the Freecdow Riders at the rally in Jeckson, Missiesippi, there was
no greater moment, as measured by the applause given by us, than when we
-learndd that the Africane who had but s short time before only known two.
English words, "Sit-Ins", bad now added twe more words —- "Freedom Riders.!
To show how deeply we were moved and demonstrate our solidarity with the
ﬁ.frioa:'m, we adopted their word for Fraedom st that rally and sbouted,
"Uhurul™ - ) S

) But to shout "Freedem!",in whatever language, 18 not yot to attain it,
As young Harxiwt-Humanists, we recognize that the Negroes' and the youth's
struggles are the revolutiocnary partners .of the worklug clasp strugals, and
that they are the Marrism of our day. We recognize, 1006, that these revo-
lutionary strate are deliberstely kept apart not only by.capitalism, btut
by the petty-bourgeoisie, to try to makes sure that the wnity between them
does not come to itm final fruition and at last oreate a new gociety.

In this moment of bistory, when the world faces instant destruction
through nuclear madness, it is time to see what oan be done about answer~
ing the need for an underlying philosophy whick can unify. tho separate
struggles for freedom. YPSLs, of course, do admit, in general, that there
is a nead for such an underlying philosophy. They may even feel —= and I

" believe that some do «—— that Marxist-Humenism is that philosophy. The dif=-
ficulty is in finding how to come to grips with that in .such a way that it
does not remain an argument confined to “politicoe", but a way of living
which sees in the spontaneous movement, a kinship wiih tkls philosophy ——
and in turn makes this philosophy so familiar to the apontanecus movement

thet the youth Tecognize it as their own thought,

In this light, may we hope that YPSLs mnd cthers, aioné with ocurselven,
g0t on to the building of a youth orgunizaticn around a total philosophy
so that we can all proudly call purselves Young Marxiet-Huranists.

—Louise Inghram
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Dear.......;

The following pages contein the experiences of & student-—someone much
like yourself—- in America, also tell cf how he
ons ha draws from then.
r what they are worths in the hope that what is typieal,
and a~typical, in them z2ay kelp clarily ynurr owmn ideaw about Yyour role—and
mine—in the world today, . .

I am 23 years old, the snburb-cpavned son of asderately-well-to—do .
intelligent and Iiberal businoss people. A&t presant I am a zraduste student
in a large metropolitan univausity; some day I will bo a teacher,. "Petit-
bourgois intellectual” is ths social cetegory an old-fashioned Marxdigt
-might place me in, and. taking into consideration bcth the soorn and the
Tespeot atiached to the label I docopt it-vbut with o hedge: I am young, I
bave no mettled role in soolety, and I hope %o defy definition.an long as

Poseible,

I should like to tell You about an experience: my introduction to the
American worker. As I write these lines I becoms consnious of & certain
bizarre quality. I write "the American worker" as & "Fationel Geographic!
writer might begin an article: "let me tell You about my first experience
with the Zuni Indian..,” Yet there is both troth and tradgedy in the simile.
In cur soclety, where wo ‘are daily told tbat everyone is “middle olaps", it
'ig noneiheless true that a student growing up in ny civeumstances ig more
likely to understand the goals, the drives, the fears, the daily thoughts of

tudied in Anthro #4, ti '
There is a home

know the leasi about that which in most; familiar. The

- paradox of our "olasgless" Sociaty is that Hariem ang Hooverville are more
"foreign" to mont of ua than Parie or Istenbul. Let us cerme to be.defen~
sive and guilty about these berriers; we did not duild them; let ue at least
have the bonesty to admit tuey are there and pothps the courage to try to
‘break them down, : ‘

My "introduction" to American workers was thus not a natural conelusion
of my education, but rather of my conviotions. I bad become & socialist in
college, and, wishing to put my ideaa into practice, I eventually found my-
Bolf in Detroit with a bundle of literature under oy am on my way to
distribute it at a factory gate. . (If the reader will bear with me, I will
tell him bhow I got there, anon, )

The Ford assembly plant at River Rouge, near Detroit, Mich., is said to
be the largest factory in the world, It ia not an attractiva Btructure,
being rather a sprawling complex spread out over & dirty field through
which flows a slag-ohoked atrsam, From it bhave also fiowed a kigh percentage
of the automobiles the world hes driven since it was built. Driving up to
it, one has feelinge of vast edmiration tinged withk horror... .
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In principle the afierncon shift is over at three ¢'elock, but since
the company can schedule overtime arbitrarily, the worker never knows
exactly when his day will end, Oné waits, maybe sn hour, feeling a bit
nervous in the parking-lot and trying to act nonchalant with one eye on the
company guard who may or may not dbe friendly. Then the exodus begins.
Firet 2 handful, then a stesady stream, finally a veritable deluge of men and
women pour forth from the gates., The workers come out as fast as they can
move, some at a dead run. It is as if one more minute in that place would be
fatal, Your papers are literally torn out of your hands as the mass divides
eround you lilke o murigy strcom zround o twig, A fow workerc are hostile and
refuse the paper, Themejority say “Lemme have a look at that" or just
"thanks"; & few are friendly, with winka and neds; occasiorally someone
knows your paper will comment on an article that plassed him, suggest that
you write about a specific problem in the plant, etc. In a few mirutes 1%
is over, and you are again alone in the parking-lot., Your first imprescion
is one of shock. "“Are they all old men?' you ask. In feet, many are, you are
told. Unemployment bas cut out all but those of long senisriiy; meny have
been in the plant since before the War, But mest are not as old as they
- looks they are fust beat and tired. You notice that the workers coming in
for the naxt shift look on the average five yecars youngsr, Another thing
that shocks you is the number of cripgled, bandaged, or altered limbasj the
limps, the missing fingérs, The company, you are told, is very generous
about supplying signs and siogans on work safety, but a% the same time it
is impossible to keep up with the speaed on the line without taking some risks,
and after eight or ten’'hours in the shop 2 mants reflexes tend to slow devm
a bit. E
. It takes you a while to assinilate the impression of ashen~grey faces,
of extreme fatigue, of people trying to hurry ie a waiting car or bus on
limbs that cry out for a hot shower and bed, These ure not the same people
you have met familiarly coming out of bars and movie palaces down fown on
Saturday nights with their Robert Hall suits and Tom McCan shoes. You g
suddenly realize that you had been miseing the point of their whole existence,
ceeing only the negation, the escape of their real life. They are not the
same people. Here is where their lives ere defined, here is where the better
part of their peychic and physical energies are expended, (or wasted), here
is where the material base of their lives {(and indirectly curq) is created.

“ihat about the Union?' you ask in s small voice. You will learn that
every protest, every work-stoppage over speed-up, brutal treatment, safety
hazard or unfairness is decried by the union as & "wildecat" instigated by
“{roublemaicera" and suppressed ss soon &8 possivle. At the same time,
grievances of workers against the company take at leazst zix months through
the "proper charmels" and are more often than not “"mislaid" in the process;
while the worker in gquestion is "tulked to" or quietly eased out. You leamn
how the pre-contract demands of the rank-and=file for shorter hours and the
recall of the unemployed, work-rules that protect against inhuman speed-up
and safety hazard, a few minutes to go to the bathrocm (often several city
blockn aorces the plant from one'a job) or to eat a sandwich, and for
immediate on-the-floor settlement of grievances--domands that the worker be
treated a little lesa like a cog in a machine and e little more like & man--—
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are all sold out to the Company at contract-time for a few cents an thour.
Pennies that many workers may not aven be in the shop long enough to take
home. You hear about a'strike fund”" of several million dollara controlled
by bureaucrats thut would do anything to avoid a strike and vho spend their
time taking jets to Europe and Africe to defend "the Americen way of life."”
You had read about "the new men of power; " now you knew whai that power was
hased on. You pick up & Detroit paper und read a speech by some union lsader
complaining thet the workers are "apathetic" and won't go to union meetings, |
Then you meet someone who hasg been irying to get the floor in his local since
late 1957, end you understand why,

In your first centact with tha vorkers at River Rouge, they are passive—-
the victime—you active, trying to undersiand, to help, But the sight of so
many old faces makes you reflect. You do some menial arithmetic...."A man vho
is 48 yeara old today would have been 21 in 1936," You remember that you are
standing on historical ground. . The overpass that the workers cross to got
from the factory gate to the parking-lot is a new, tube-stesl alfair. But it
replaces one thet was once famous as the scene of a full-seals battle. Ford
wag the lzst bold~out against union orgunization in the country, and the final
and bloodiest battle of the great movement to organize the unekilled was
fought right here, probably by these very men now dragging their tired bodies
. to the parking—lot. Then they were not passive. They stirred the world with
4 new vord—''S8it-down"—-and by taking over the factories they not only built
a union but proved once and for all thit the factories themselves belong to
the men and women who slave there. ' : '

. . Nor are they passive today, Telk to them and you will finé bitter men .
estranged from the union. th.y built with their own blood, insscure about
their jobs, gearching for a way out of their problems, resdy at the drop of
a pin to fight if....if it can be won. Contrary to the pronouncements of the
buresucrats and emart economists who helieve that the economy is a kind of
pie to be divided up by them, they are not asking for more pay. They are
posing much more fungmental questions, like "in what sense is my job my own®™
"ig this work fit for humen beingn? Many of these-questions are diffiecult
for non=workers to understand. Host of our contacts with "the lower classes"
are with psople who have escaped or who are ssceping into the middle-classe
world. They share the general American belief that enyone can, with luck
and perseverence, "make it" and become a success.

Such wes my "introduction" to the world of the American worker. The
newspaper I was disiributing was "Newa & Lotiers" (to my knowledge the only
journal in America edited by a production worker) and the working men and
women I met through that paper have helped me to understand things {howaver
imperfectly) that oven yeurs of theoretical study on my own could not have
taught ma. It is evident to me that suoh & confrontation was not in the
natural course of my social development, although it might have been had I
growm up during the Deprescion when the olasses were brought out of their
pelf=igolation by common misery.

Talking now, however, to the college studenis of 1963, it ia the relative
rarity of thiec erperienve, banal though it be, thut makes it of general
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interest, It is clear to me that its full imveet could only have been
realized in the context of a revolutionary organization combining both workers
and intelleciuals, I, like many college students, had worked summers as a
laborer; it is simply not the same thing ap making the acquainitance of workers
under conditions where it is ciear that you intend to chere the destiny of
their class, '

T heve stxzted above that my "road" to River Rouge was not "netural® (in
the sense that that of & Southern Negro coming North to work, or that of a
Detroit woTkers son would bo) but o conslusisn of my ideslogical development.
Yet this develorment vas by no means linear; there were manydetours and false
starts—many other possitle destinations, Here let me state, if. I have not
done so zlready, that my personal developtient has no particular significance
other than the poscibility that Xnowing it might be of some use to others in
Oy genarwtion who ar: secking & new society. let them zead it, if they will,
for what it is worth.

I never cease being amazed how a few years' of development in the world
situation can entirely trensform ths subjective development of scmeone growing .
- upa. To the student of 1932, the final collepse of capitalism appeared
irminent, and it sewed natural to. turn to Mersdist idees for an apswer to
problems that were all too evident. At the same time, the prestige of Soviet
Russia, in spite of everytaing, was ctill very high., BEut that is e whole
generation ago. Let us lock at those students who were Beniors when I wes
& Freshman in collaga (1957}, Where today we have a growing student peace
movement, a nation-wide civil rights movement with the prestiga of the S8it-ins
and Freedom Hides behind it and chepters on every cumpus, a struggle for civil
liberties and academic frezdom which was able to face up to the powerful licuse
Un-Ameridan Activities Comuittee and vuirious socizlist-and socialist-leaning .
politicel groups and student publications from Barkeley to New York—where
today all of this is part of student reality--the Seniors of 1957 lmew only
the chilling world of the Korean Var, cCarthy and the campus witch~hunt, and
general conformiby in the perasconal and social sphere. The only xebellions
the majority of those students were exposed to took place in the back sest of
a parked car; the only prospects were early marriage znd a secure job in
“"oommunications." (!) Yet that world was only five years ago end I remember
it. To me the general failing of even the best and most militant of today's
students is that they don't see the relevance of the working-man and his worid
to the struggle for peace, freedom and a better socicty. I think time will
repair that blindness, The student of 1357 was unable to even entertain
thoughte of a struggle of any kind; seinoe then Montgomery, Alabamaj Budapest;
West Afrioca; Jackseon, Missiseippi and even fudba bave changed a lot of thinga
in human consciousness, In that sense, my personal experience is not without
relevance... :

My first politicil memories were of the rosy stmosphere of the end of
Viorld War II, Hitler waus dead, and the memory of Roosevelt and our fatherly
ally Stalin were the two polen of grentness in wy child's imeginstion {as
nourished by the scngs of Paul Robeson and boocks like Dave Dawson on the
Russian Front and the novels of Howard Fast.) The rebuffs I received in the
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sckhoolyard when it was learned that our family was supperting Henry Wallace
in the presidenti:l clection did not phose me., zince the same children
expressed a hatred for my hero Roosevelt. However, by the time I got to
jnior high, the word “comrunist™ had been proncuned, :nd I soon learned that
it was best to keep ona's mouth shut,

I thus arrived in collego in the position of someone who had been swept
off the earth in 194f and had only just returned. Uy first real political
activity was belping in the organization of the first Youth Merch on
Washington. and the 32,000 Negro and white school kids that came from as far
as Montgomery and Dotroit gave me my first notion of the great reserve of
cenelgy and Willingmess o Tight of the people in thils couniry, At the same
time the totality of the newspaper blacksut on this event (which was the
largest pelitical demenstration in the U.5. since HacArthur turned the tanks
on the Bonus Marchers) taught me a leszon about our "demcoratic freedoms.”
At the same time I shed the last of my illusions about bourgeois society, I
began to realize that Russian Communism wis no revolulionary a&lternstive to it.
" A Socialist profesgor set me reading Orwell's Horaage to Catazlonia, and the
Staliniats' betrayal of the Revolution in Spazin and the Warsaw uprising in
Forld War II were '"Kronstadia" in my ideological development.

Even though T wes beginning to sbed my illusions, there were many things
that kept me from turning to any really sericus thought, The petity faction-
aliem of the YPSL, which stiffled any serious and sincere debate combined with
the general tendency of radical students to seperate their life as an intel-
lectual from- their life as a socielist to produce an sffect of intellectual
abgentesism, Then, I hed no real contact with %he ¥PSL. I received four
letters in five years of being a YPSL, and ny only contact with the national
organization was occasional trips to New Tork City where I was trezted cocly
and almost hostily by the rather cliquish YPSLs et the “center."

Whan I finally "met" the YPSL meriocusly as a delegate to.their conven-
tion., I lost my last shred of patience with that crganization. The conduct
of that couvention wes shockiry to my ides of “democratic socialism," for
all serious debate was keld behind locked docrs in “factions" which were
obviously controlled by "guests" from the adult Socialist Party. This con-
vention was ouch a madhouse that ofien there was rarely a quorum in the kall
itself beczuse all the delegates were outside listening to "advice" from some
"adult theoretician." MNoreover, the actual issues in this factional dispute
wore petty maneuvers far removed from the realities of the American movement
or from any socialist fundzmentals, Thus, with the Frezdom Rides and massive
wildeat strikes sgainst Autommation raging outside, the major detate in that
organizatien wes whether the socialist programme should be for “reforming"
the Democratic Party or splitting it to form a new party, presumably on the
basis of the labor bureaucrncy. The fow of us "outsiders" who tried te
bring up questions like the conditions and attitudes of the working clase in
the country or how tc deepen and radicalize the eivil rights struggle were
treated as fools., Obviocualy, if you are busy splitting the Democrotio
Party, you are not interested in such irrelevant matters.
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I did not’leave that oconvention totally disgusted, however. On the last
night of the debates, when the "factions" were grouped behind locked doors
discussing last minute "strategy", a few of us "outsiders" feund ourselves
sitting outside under the trees, Some of thene young students were totally
new to socizlism and didn't know guite what to think; others came from
anarchistic and I.V.W. backgrounds, and they felt equally out of place.
Gropingly at first, under the twinkling stars, we began an informal dis-
sussion of our own hopes and fears, of why we bad tecome socialists and what
we hoped to be able to do. Cne young student from Texas told of how he had
been bemten up in a Hruston jail and lost two testh for baving walked down
the street with scme XNegre friends. A shy girl from Arizona, who bad not
had the floor once in three Aays, quietly told why she had come there.
Questions like the rolevance of Marxiam and the poasitility of world-revolu~
tion-were tentatively aired.  One had an impression of free and inguiring
winds searching for solutions to the world's problems.

Many of theme people decided to remain in YPSL, feeling that they could
contimue to work in their localities without interference from the organiza-
tion. I wish thew well. 3But for me, if the best thing a eocialist - organiza—
tion kas €0 recommend it is. being mo disorgsnized that it doesn't know you're
alive, this isn't muck. I too remained in YPSL, so as net to loose contact
with that idealism, but at the same time I craved something more, if, as I
believed, society must be totally rscreated, thon it was necessary to re-thirdis
society from. top to bottom;  to consider the fundamental problems of human
liberation; to create an organization whose thought and activity was on the

-

level of that task, o .

Thinking, tbat was the problem. I began to reflect on my generation of
student youth. We bad broken the silence of MeCarthyismy we Lad defied the
powerful HUAC and ihe local red-beiter; we had broken the race barriers with
our -Sit=-ins and Freedom Rides; we had raised the ‘banner of peace and sanity
on every campus in the couniry, and carriad on marches from Boston to San
Diego. But what have we produced in thoughl to match those =ometimes hercic
actions? Wbat break had we mede with the past? We did not orsate the world
of the Cold War, but what foundatione had we leid down for a new, totally
different and human society? Was it just encugh to have been "on the side of
the angels" if and when "It" comes to have "done our part", or was mors
demanded of us? .

In my middle~class world, a college degree seemed like & kind of "weal-
ticket" or "union card" to a milk-and-honey land of sales-menagerships, exec—
utive training programs and IBY or govermment jobes. The majority of students
didn't know why threy were in college, except that their parents could afford
it and their neighbors expected it. The “ivory tower" began to take its
place in the world sround it.

Those of us who were nonetheleas burning to learn found ourselvea the
'Poaegsors" of @ plurality of world-systems, from Platonism to existentialism
or neo-Keynesianism. EFachk "aystem" seemed like en interchangable part in a
Henry Ford nightmare; each had itse validity; each hed boen comparad to the
others and "understood"; none seemed to compel delief or action, Today
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religions are not practiced, but Yeompared, " Thought is alienated,

thought that the purpose of Philoaophy {and bumanism in ganerzl ) was to
understand oneself arnd society; Perheps. eventually, to improve one or both,
Inptead I has developed & vocabulary of 300,000 words and tke ability to
Juggle a variety of verbzl counters like "roma.nticiam", "idealima™,
"Positivien" and (best of all) "mypticigm."

I began to feal 2 zinship with the worker at his machine; he too mane
irulates a variety cf objects, none of which Treally belongs o him, He too
Bnends the botisr kart of bie erestive energy in alien activity that rather
than increasing, actually robs him of his humanity. There is, of course, san
important difference: whereas the woricer, through him lebor, only succeeds
in increasing the wealth that oppregses him, the intellectual, as long as he
keaps hic ideas in the ebstract statg, oun become one of tke powerfyl .
mansgers in society, Nonetheless, once either attempts to assert the human
content of hig &ctivity—one in the spherg of idens, the other in
that of material productien—~he findg himsel working at cross purposes, The
fact ia that menta) and manual} activity, by being separated in oup society,
are both alienated activity, 1In &lienated society, the right to think®, -
like all rules hag a "eatoh" in it: the catch is that you can't take thoge
thoughts seriously. By "sarioug" I do not mean the student that does him
homeworkc every night, (or the instructor vho publishes "high article) but the
idealist for whom what happens in thaought must be translated into 1ifs.

It is to the latter that I now addross myself,

in society: the producers,
ventage-—they are not lgolisated, ’

It is not so easy for the intellectusl, . By the nature of hig activity
he is isolated from bis fellows and from the veat of society in general, Hic
is most difficult because he from absiractions, to oon-

\ ) rced -in society whick ha is both tco "well-pleced” and teo
igolated to gee., The easy solution is to slip into the forms of liberal or
Stalinist non-thought that gee abstract "progressive forces coning from one
place or another and &void looking a2t some earthy und highly complicated
realitiew., The alternatives of the Tetreat to the ivery tower and the pelf-
negation of total "activigm® (with 811 its heroism) are equally forms of in-
tellectuel absenteeism,

But for the student who is wil
bottom, who is ready for the inteil
osophy (i.e, philosop 7
who is capable of meking the
intellectual radicalipn into
there is another path., Thie

But in the
ng, beart, body and mind,
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and for life.

For me, this path began with tha resding of the book, Marzism gnd
Freedom, and lead, as if by neceseity, to Hiver Rouge in Detroit. Reading
tbet book for the first time, 811 thet I had, in my life, suapected and
half-gseen fell into a clesr pleture like pieces in & puzzle, Here, at last,
was not apologetics for one or another form of Yprogressive" barbarism but
true, uncliensied thought that waa hased on the idea of the liberation of
mankind by man himself, Moreover, in "News & Letiers" I found an organization
of worker and intellectuals, men and women, Negroes and whites engaged in that
struggle for & new sccisty who held out their bands to me., They invited me
to collaborate with them in the elaboration of that theory and that practice
of Merxist-Humanism which will put an end %o the separation between thinking
and doing, working and living. They told me they wmade no distinctioms |
between "members” and “none-members" in tuat continuous dialogue with the
hopas and dreams of all mankind,. I now-extend that hand to you.

Fi‘étamaily,

'-—-_H‘. Bear




" But we live, while these others die daily.m

at 10 am
bousewife et typewriter
I write thigs

the factory workers rose at 5
and went into the duvk stysccts
oach one carried a metsl box
containing food and drink
except for the young ones
without a wife to slice meat
and. brew coffse '

they will work for some houvs
where it is very dirty  very noisy
pulling machines down and up
moving bunks of. mteel in plece
asrecping  wiring things together

after a mumber of hours _

they are allowcd to go to the toiliet

latar to eat . .

the food they have brought in the metal boxes

or food they buy from a machine

when they hav., mmoked a cigaratte

they turn on the machine again

pick up the toel or

put on the heavy gloves and face shield

daily, die daily

in offices men wear white shirts

they eat in the cafeteria '

drink coffee often out of vaper containers
their work consists in pushing '
pleces of paper around their desk

Baying viords ‘o other men in white shirtn
to girls at typewriters

everywhere are sheets of paper arranged
various ways :

daily, die daily




whatever we do we're tired of
we know we are lied to daily
we don't like our work

our thinkers lis
to themeelves, to others, daily

ths thinkers do not +think noither

do they act

no one acts almost

some few act and ars ;jailed for it in Georgj.a

America, where is your Petofii Clxcle?

where can I sign up for the League of the Just?

how do I get into the Firsi International?
“would I be accepted into John Brown's group?

robellious sls.ves 4in the laboxr camps of \'orkuta
eitizens of Budapest

Mau Mau -

anarchists of Cuba

those who ere represanted ‘by James Moredith
those who sabotaged the Communes of Kao
Angolan libertarians

South African fighters ° F

many but.nameless

ell of the daparte& are not
dead

all of the living ars not
alive

those who lie to us
lie not in graves
but are dead

those who loved freedom
and died, live

wa live and die, daily

~-Barbara Gibson




Feom The n O

On Religion, Communism and Humanism

YA eritique of religion leads to the doctrine that the highest bain
for men is men himsslf, hence to the ¢otegorical lmperative to overtnrow .
all relationst’ps in which man is bumbled, enslaved, abandoned, despised,
»««Religion 1s the 8ish of the barzaseed crezture, the heart of g heartless
world, as it is ihe spirit of spiritless circumstances., It is the opinte
of the people s««sReligion is only the fllusory sun vhich moves around man
a8 long a8 man Goes net bove round himssif ,.,,, The gbolition of religion,
being the illucory bappiness of the people, iz a démand for their real bap-
piness. The demand 4hat one reject illusions about one's situation is a
demand that one rejest a situstion which has need for illusion." - :

from Critigue of Hegel's Philosophy of Right, 1844

% * ' *

"Since, however, for mncialist man jhe whole of what ie called world
hiatag is nothning but the creation of man by Wman laber, and the emer—
gence of Nature for men, he therefore has the evident and irrefutable
proof of his gself-creation, of hig oWy origing.... Atheimn, as a denial of )
this unreality, im no longer meaningful, for atheimm is a denial of God,
avd seeks to aseert by this denial the existence of man.. Socialism no
longer requires such a roundabout method; it begins from the theoretical
and practical sense perce tion of man und Nature as real existences, 1%
is & positive human Self-consciounness, no longer a self-consciousness at—
tained through the negation of religion, just as the real life of man is

ositive and no longer attained through the negztion of private property
?cotmnuniam). Communizm is the phase of negatiion ot negation ... but come
muniem 18 not itmelf the aim of buman develomment or the final form of
buman scciaty,” ‘

.from Private Property and Commniem, 1844

*

"ifion actual corporeal Man, standing on fim ana well rounded earth,
inbsling and exhaling all natursl forces, posits his real objective facul-
tiee ... that means thut, in tha sect of positing, it does not depart from
its "pure activity' in order to croate the object.... We mes hers how
thorough-going Naturaliam, or Humenism, distinguishes itpelf both from
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Jdealism and Materislism and is, at the same time-, the truth uniting
both., We ses, at the save time, how only Neturalism is capable of grasp-
ing the act of world history."

from Critigue of the Hegelian Dialectic, 1844

On Privete Property, Alienation, and the Five Senses

"Private Property has made us sc stupid and one-sided {that any kind
of object is ours only when we have it, i.e., when it exists for us as
capltal, or when we poasess it directly .... in plece of all the physical
and apiritusl senses, therse is the sense of possesgion, which is the simple
alienation of all these senses. To such a2bselube poverty has human essehce
had to be reduced, in order to glve birth to its inner wealth!" .

‘from Private Property and Communism, 1844

* * »

"Wa shall begin from a contemporary economic fact., The workers be-
comes poorer the more weoalth he produces and the more his production in-
creases in power and extent., The worker becomes an aver cheaper commodity
the more goods he creates, The devaluaticn of the human world increases
in direct relation with the increase in value of the world of things. Labor
does not only creats goodsy it also produces itmelf and ths worker as 2
ccmmedity, and indeed in the same proportion as it produces goeds,™

Trom Alienated Labor, 1844

* * *

"The cultivation of the five senses is the work of the whole history
of the world to date., Sensitiviiy, preoccupied with crude practioal neces
sity, is only limited sensitivity..,. The anxiety-ridden, needy man is in-
capable of eappreciating the most beautiful drawma. The tradesman in minerals
sees only their monetary value, not the beauty and unigue charaoter of min-
erale., ." ‘

from Privete Property and Comminism, 1844
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"The greatness of Hegel's Phsnomenolo s 8nd of ite final result -
the dialectic of negativity as aoving and creating principle — lies in
this, that Hegel comprehends the self-producticn of man as a procesn ...
that he, therefore, grasps the esaence of 18boT.ss "

[ty

from Critique of the Hegolisn Dizleotio, 1844

*

"When man speaks of privete property, he believes he has only to deal
with a fact cutside of man. When he openks of Jabor, he has to deal direct-

1y with men. This new posing of the question alreudy includes the resolu-
tion,"

from Alienated labor, 1844

)

L] i *®

"Bach of his human relations to the world — seeing, hearing, smell,
tafte, feeling, thought perception, experience, wishing activity, loving —
‘in short, all organs of his individuality ... &re in their objectiva rela—
tion or in their relation t5 the sbject, the appropriation of it, The ap-

propriation of humen actuality, its relztion to the object, is the affirme-
tion of human actuality, Therefore it i all-sided as are the esgence of

man and the feims of his mctivity

from Private f’mpeﬂy and Coomynism, 1844

* *

Cn the Indjvidual, Society and Science

"We ghould eapecially avoid re-astablishing a-ooiety, a3 an sbstraction,
oppossd to the individusl., The individual is the social entity."

from Private Property and Communism, 1844

*

"FThe materialist doctrine that men ers rrodusts of ciroumstanves and
upbringing and that, therafors, chenged men are producte of cther circume
stancea and changed upbringing, forgets that oirounatances are changed
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precisely by men end that the educator must himself be educzted."
from Theses on FPuerbach, 1845

“Iet us not fear to criticize the existing world ruthlessly. I mean
ruthlessly in the sense that we must not be afraid of our own conclusions
and equally wnafraid of coming into conflict with the prevailing powers. -
.+s The world has long had the dTeam of something and must only possese
the consciousness of it in order to possecs it actually."

fron Deutsch~Franzosicha Jabrbucher, 1843

‘

*

"he vulgar communist is only the consummation of this envy and this
craving to level down, estsblishing a certsin comnon dencminator. He has
a definitely limited standerd. How little this type of abolition of pri-~
vate property is an actual appropriation and enrickment is proved precise~ .
ly by ite abstrzet. negation of the entire cultivated and civilized world:
it is only a retrogression to the umnatural simplicity of & poor and needy
man, who not only has not gona beyond tve limits of private preperty, but
has not even attained its level.... '

"Fo Bee how subjectivism and objectivism, spiritualism and material—
ism, activity and passivity, first lose their churacter of oppoaitea and
therefore their existence as-such opposites only under social conditions.

"Ye see that the solution of theoretical oppesitione can be accom=
plished only in a practical way, only through the practical energy of wan.
Their resolution is, therefora, by no means a task only for knowledge,
but a task of actual 1life, Philosophy cannct solva them precisely be-
csuse philosophy grasps them only as theoratical problemS....

"Industry is the actual historical reletionship of nature to men, and -
therafore of the nutural sciences o man.... To have one basis for life °
and another for science is a prioxi a lie.”

from Privete Property and Communism, 1844




On Payﬁology. Art, the Proleteriat

" ... what sbould we think of a soiense (peychology) which presump-
tuously sbstracts from this enormous ssction of human labor and does not
foel its own insdequacy? What should we think of a science whare such an
extensive realm of bumen sctivity 88¥s no more to it then whet can be said
in one word: 'Need', 'common need’I" '

from Private Property and Communiém, 1844

" ... It is well known that certain pariods of highest development
of art stand in no direct connection with the genoral development of soci-
ety, nor with the muterial basis and the skeleton structure of its orgeni-
zation. Witness the example of the Graeks as compared with the modexn na-
tions...

"All mythology masters and deminates and shapes the forces of nature
in and through the .imaginztion; hence it disappears as goon as man gaine
mastery over the forces of nature, . Whet becomes of -the Goddess Fame side
by side with Printing House Square? ...

."But the difficulty is not in grasping the idea thet Gresk ztt and
spos are hound up with certain forms of social development. It rather lies
'in understanding why thoy still constitute with us a source of aepthetic
enjoyment end in certain respects prevail as the mitandard and model beyond
attaimment,

"A man cannot become a.child again unless he becomes childish. But
does he not enjoy tha artless way of the child and must he not striva.to
reproduce its truth on a highsr plzne? Is not the charccter of every
epoch revived perfectly true to nature in child nature? Why should not
the social childhood of mankind, where it had obteired its moat, beautiful
development, not exert an eternal chamm as an age that will never return?®"

from Marxz's notez for Introduction to the
Critique of Political Econom , 1857

"Just a philosephy finds its materisl weapons in the proletariat so
the proletariat finds its intellectual waapons in philosopby .... Philoso-

Phy is the head of this emancipation and the proletariat is its heart.
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Philosophy can only be realized by the alolition of the rroletariat, and
the proletoriut can only be abolisked by the realizetion eof philosoptuf."

from Criticue of Hermel's Philomophy of Right, 1844
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